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Thaksin’s 
daughter 
named PM 
candidate
AFP, Nonthaburi

Thailand’s main opposition Pheu Thai 
party yesterday confirmed the daughter of 
billionaire ex-premier Thaksin Shinawatra 
as one of its candidates to be prime minister 
in the kingdom’s upcoming election.

Paetongtarn Shinawatra, a 36-year-
old with a jet-setting lifestyle and half a 
million Instagram followers, stands in 
stark contrast to her establishment rivals, 
two strait-laced former army chiefs with a 
combined age of 146.

A sea of Pheu Thai supporters, wearing 
T-shirts in the party’s signature colour 
red, tramped into a football stadium 
on the northern edge of Bangkok to 
see Paetongtarn anointed alongside 
businessman Srettha Thavisin and party 
strategist Chaikasem Nitisiri.

Paetongtarn, who has been 
campaigning energetically despite being 
eight months pregnant, said she relished 
the fight. “It is going to be a challenge but 
we will go and communicate as much as 
possible,” she told reporters.

The parties for the May 14 vote fall into two 
broad camps -- those backed by Thailand’s 
military and royalist establishment, and 
more reformist opposition groups with 
Pheu Thai at their head.

Chief among the military-friendly 
candidates are current Prime Minister 
Prayut Chan-O-Cha, 69, who came to 
power in a coup in 2014, and 77-year-
old ex-general Prawit Wongsuwan of the 
ruling Palang Pracharath Party.

“We believe that Thais have had a bad 
experience,” Paetongtarn told the crowd. 

The party is riding high in the polls but 
may yet be blocked from seizing the top 
job by the kingdom’s constitution, written 
in 2017 by the then-ruling military junta.

Taliban signals UN female ban
World body’s Afghan staff told to stay home

REUTERS, United Nations

The United Nations told some 
3,300 Afghan staff not to 
come to work in Afghanistan 
for the next two days after the 
Taliban authorities signalled 
on Tuesday that they would 
enforce a ban on Afghan 
women working for the world 
body.

UN officials in Afghanistan 
“received word of an order 

by the de facto authorities 
that bans female national 
staff members of the United 
Nations from working,” UN 
spokesperson Stephane 
Dujarric told reporters in New 
York. 

The UN is looking into 
impacts and will meet with 
Afghan foreign ministry 
officials in Kabul to seek 
further clarity, he said. About 
400 Afghan women work for 

the UN. 
UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres yesterday strongly 
condemned the ban and 
called for the decision to be 
immediately revoked.  
“This is a violation of the 
inalienable fundamental 
human rights of women,” 
UN spokesperson Stephane 
Dujarric said. “Female staff 
members are essential for the 
United Nations operations.”

BRAZIL PRESCHOOL

Four children
killed in attack
AFP, Rio De Janeiro

A 25-year-old attacker burst into a preschool in 
southern Brazil and killed four children yesterday 
with a bladed weapon before turning himself in to 
police, authorities said.

Police and government officials in the state of 
Santa Catarina said the man had also wounded four 
victims at the private preschool, known as the Good 
Shepherd Center, in the morning attack in the city 
of Blumenau.

He then handed himself in at a state police station 
and was arrested, police said in a statement.

President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva condemned 
the attack as a “monstrosity.”

“There is no greater pain than a family that loses 
children or grandchildren, even more so when it is in 
an act of violence against innocent and defenseless 
children,” he wrote on Twitter.

“My thoughts and prayers are with the victims’ 
families.” Images from the scene on Brazilian news 
site G1 showed emergency workers and police 
outside the preschool, as dozens of people waited 
behind a security cordon.

An officer asked the crowd to remain calm, saying 
only parents were being allowed inside.

FUKUSHIMA REACTOR

New images show
internal damage
AFP, Tokyo

Fresh images from inside a crippled reactor at 
Japan’s Fukushima nuclear plant revealed heavy 
damage to its foundation and significant debris, its 
operator said.

Tokyo Electric Power (TEPCO) on Tuesday 
released a series of video clips from a robotic survey 
inside Fukushima Daiichi plant’s Reactor 1, one of 
three that suffered core meltdowns in 2011.

“There were areas that we could not see. But 
we believe (damage) is spread across large areas,” a 
TEPCO official told a briefing.

The video showed damaged concrete walls 
exposing steel rods embedded inside, with debris 
piled roughly 50 centimetres (20 inches) high.

The video illustrated the daunting task ahead to 
decommission the plant after it was hit by a huge 
tsunami triggered by a 9.0-magnitude earthquake.

TEPCO and the government expect to spend 30 
to 40 years removing molten fuel from the facility 
and cleaning the area.

Similar video surveys have been conducted in the 
two other reactors that went into meltdown.

Migrants travel in an inflatable boat across the English Channel, bound for Dover on the south coast of England. More than 
45,000 migrants arrived in the UK last year by crossing the English Channel on small boats. PHOTO: AFP

CONTROVERSIAL ESTATES

UK royals took 
more than £1b 
income: revealed
AGENCIES

Britain’s King Charles and the late Queen 
Elizabeth II received payments equivalent to over 
£1bn from two land and property estates that are 
at the centre of a debate over whether their profits 
should be given to the public instead.

An investigation by the Guardian has revealed 
the full scale of income extracted by the royals 
from the duchies of Lancaster and Cornwall, 
which run giant portfolios of land and property 
across England.

The duchies operate as professionally run real 
estate empires that manage swathes of farmland, 
hotels, medieval castles, offices, shops and some 
of London’s prime luxury real estate. They also 
have substantial investment portfolios, but pay no 
corporation tax or capital gains tax.

Duchy accounts, held in parliamentary and 
state archives, reveal how the queen and her first-
born son, in his capacity as the Duke of Cornwall, 
benefited from a huge increase in their revenues 
from the duchies during her seven-decade reign.

Last year, their duchy income totalled £41.8m. 
Adjusting for inflation, the pair have received the 
equivalent of more than £1.2bn in total revenues 
from the two estates.


