
CITY  
DHAKA THURSDAY APRIL 6, 2023 

CHAITRA 23, 1429 BS        5

A doa mahfil for Rokia Afzal Rahman -- chairperson of Mediaworld Ltd, the owning company of 
The Daily Star -- was held before iftar at The Daily Star Centre yesterday. She breathed her last 
at Mt Elizabeth Novena Hospital in Singapore earlier in the day. PHOTO: STAR

Six get death 
penalty for 
abducting, 
raping college 
student
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Natore

A Natore court yesterday 
sentenced six people 
to death and four to 
life imprisonment for 
abducting and raping a 
college student over 10 
years ago. 

The court also fined 
each one of the convicts 
Tk 1 lakh.

Those who got death 
penalty are -- Md Sabbir 
Ahmed, Md Rezaunul 
Rabbi, Md Nazmul 
Haque, Md Rajibul 
Hasan, Md Ripon and Md 
Shahidul.

Md Monirul Islam, Md 
Khairul Islam, Md Ataul 
Islam Ataur and Md 
Rezaul Karim received 
life-term imprisonment 
on the day.

Judge Muhammad 
Abdur Rahim of Natore 
Women and Child Abuse 
Prevention Tribunal gave 
the verdict. 

According to case 
documents, on October 
19, 2012, the victim left for 
college for urgent work 
and met Sabbir Ahmed 
on the way. 

Later that same day, 
the convicts took the girl 
to the Eidgaon field of 
the district’s Mirzapur 
area, and then raped her 
multiple times.

Locals then rescued 
the girl in an unconscious 
state, and police arrested 
the group.

On October 20 that 
year, the girl’s father filed 
a case with Singra police 
station.

Court’s Special 
Public Prosecutor (SPP) 
Advocate Anisur Rahman 
said that after almost 
10 years of investigation 
and evidence gathering, 
the court finally gave the 
verdict. 

Besides, the court 
acquitted a person, as he 
was not involved in this 
incident.

TK 10 LAKH BRIBE

Rajshahi income tax 
officer sent to jail
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

A Rajshahi court yesterday sent 
an income tax official to jail over 
receiving Tk 10-lakh bribe from a 
physician.

The court of Rajshahi 
metropolitan sessions judge 
rejected the bail prayer of the 
official, Mohibul Islam Bhuiyan, 
and ordered to send him to jail, 
said Amir Hossain, an additional 
director of the Anti-Corruption 
Commission (ACC).

Earlier in a raid at the income 
tax commissioner’s office on 
Tuesday, ACC of Rajshahi 
arrested Bhuiyan.

The ACC team caught him 
red-handed when he was taking 
Tk 10 lakh from Fatima Siddika, 
a physician. A nine-member 
ACC team conducted the raid, 
and staffers of the office scuffled 
with the team at that time.

Later, Aminul Islam, a deputy 
director of the divisional office of 
ACC, filed a case against Bhuiyan 

with the integrated district office 
of Rajshahi ACC.

Describing the case, ACC’s 
Amir said Bhuiyan called Fatima 
at his office a month ago and 
demanded Tk 8 lakh in exchange 
for reducing her income tax.

When Fatima declined to 
pay, Bhuiyan threatened her of 
reopening and reevaluating five 
years of her tax files.

As Fatima ignored the threats, 
he reopened five years of her files 
and demanded Tk 2 crore bribe 
to settle the matter.

On March 29, Fatima 
contacted ACC in Dhaka.

With knowledge of the ACC 
officials, Fatima continued 
bargaining with Bhuiyan, who 
agreed to settle for Tk 50 lakh.

She went to Bhuiyan’s office 
on Tuesday and paid him Tk 10 
lakh, and ACC officials caught 
Bhuiyan.

ACC placed Bhuiyan before 
the metropolitan sessions 
judge’s court yesterday noon.

GRIDLOCK AT TIKATULI… Commuters suffer in traffic jams at this intersection in Tikatoli area on a hot Ramadan 
afternoon. According to passers-by, vehicles coming from opposite directions are to blame for contributing to the 
congestion on this road. This photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN

BCL leader 
killed in 
Lalmonirhat
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Lalmonirhat

Miscreants killed a former 
Chhatra League leader in 
Lalmonirhat’s Kaliganj 
upazila on Tuesday night.

The incident took place 
in the grounds of Jamirbari 
Govt Primary School in 
the upazila’s Shrutidhar 
village.

Locals took Abu Musa 
Choton (36), who was 
vice president of Kaliganj 
upazila unit BCL, to 
Rangpur Medical College 
Hospital, where he died, 
said OC of Kaliganj Police 
Station Golam Rasul.

Police detained a 
youth, Rakid Islam Palash 
(25) from the upazila’s 
Bhotmari union, on 
Tuesday night, the OC said.

OC Golam said Choton 
was at home after iftar on 
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Damaged embankment 
threatens croplands

MD AMINUL ISLAM, Netrakona

Hundreds of farmers in Netrakona’s 
Kalmakanda and Barhatta upazilas 
are facing a serious threat, as several 
damaged parts of the 10-kilometre-
long flood-protection embankment, 
stretching from Ambari to 
Hirakanda of Kalmakanda’s Pogla 
union, are yet to be completely 
repaired.

Funded by Japan International 
Cooperative Agency (Jica), the 
embankment was built under the 
supervision of Local Government 
Engineering Department (LGED), 
spending Tk 1.84 crore in 2019, to 
protect boro fields from flash floods.

However, about one and a half 
kilometres of the dam, stretching 
from Charulia to Pathanpara area, 
suffered a serious blow during last 
year’s flood, locals said.

The embankment got damaged 
at different points as several holes 

developed on it due to heavy rainfall, 
they added.

However, Jica stopped releasing 
funds for the repair work, following 
a conflict among members 
of Dashdar Ranigaon Water 
Management Cooperative Samity, 
local farmers alleged.

Although the upcoming 
monsoon is much closer, the broken 
portions are yet to be completely 
repaired. Farmers fear that their 
standing boro fields might get 
affected by the flash flood this year.

Farmer Ashraf Ali of Ranigaon 
village said it is quite unfortunate as 
they are gradually becoming victims 
of personal feuds among members 
of the cooperative society.

The cooperative society was 
formed so that farmers could 
get benefits through proper 
monitoring, but now they are 
worried about whether they will be 
able to harvest their crops or not.

Boro is the main crop of people 
living in the haor areas, and they 
will lose everything if a flash flood 
affects their boro fields.

Pogla Union Parishad (UP) 
Chairman Mozammel Haque said 
if the embankment is not repaired 
immediately, boro fields on about 
1,500 acres of land in different 
haor areas, including Manduria, 
Pitua, Chatigaon, Biarbanda and 
Dogra Beel, might get badly affected 
during the monsoon.

During a recent visit to the area, 
local lawmaker Manu Majumder 
talked to the farmers and locals 
and assured them of repairing the 
structure as soon as possible, the 
chairman said.

Residents said members of the 
cooperative society are divided 
into two groups for their personal 
interest.

District Cooperative Officer 
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Injured PUST 
students handed 
over to families
BCL, proctor allege them of 
being involved with Shibir

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

At last three injured students of Pabna 
University of Science and Technology 
(PUST), who were allegedly tortured by BCL 
activists, were handed over to their families. 

BCL men allegedly tortured the 
three students at a residential hall on 
Tuesday night and early Wednesday, 
on allegations against the three being 
involved with Chhatra Shibir. 

The three injured are -- Golam 
Rahman Joy, a master’s student of public 
administration; Asadul Islam, a senior-
year student of English; and Azizul Haque, 
a third-year student of engineering. 

According to sources, a group of 
BCL men suddenly charged the three 
students when they were at Shaheed 
Minar compound on Tuesday night.

They then took the three to 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
Hall and allegedly tortured them.

Around 3:00am, the proctor called 
the police and handed the injured over to 
them. SEE PAGE 4 COL 7
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RAPE, MURDER OF SCHOOLGIRL

Cop was ‘negligent’ 
while investigating
Finds internal police report
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

An internal probe of police 
reportedly found that the sub-
inspector who investigated 
the missing diary filed for a 
fourth-grader, who  was raped 
and murdered in Chattogram’s 
Pahartali area last month, 
showed sheer negligence and 
unprofessional attitude during 
investigation.

A source inside Chattogram 
Metropolitan Police (CMP) 
headquarters confirmed that 
Additional Deputy Commissioner 
Asif  Mohiuddin submitted his  
internal probe-report findings, 
stating that sub-inspector Dulal 

Mia is guilty of utter negligence. 
Asif recorded  the statement of 12 
persons in this regard.

Contacted,  Asif told the 
newspaper, “It’s a sensitive issue, 
and during  investigation, you 
have to be more professional. I 
have sent the  probe  report to my 
superiors.” He, however, declined 
to disclose any information about 
the findings. 

The report, which was submitted 
to the CMP commissioner on 
Tuesday, suggested taking 
departmental action against Dulal.

On the morning of March 29, 
Police Bureau of Investigation’s 
(PBI)  Chattogram metro unit 
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TK 116CR LAUNDERING

Ex-Fareast stocks 
chairman, relatives 
among 17 sued
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Criminal Investigation Department (CID) has 
sued 17 people --  including MA Khalek, former 
chairman of Fareast Stocks and Bonds Limited  -- 
for allegedly laundering Tk 116 crore through fake 
deposits.

Khalek’s  wife Sabiha Khalek, son Shahriar 
Khaled Russo, daughter Sharwat Khaled,  and her 
husband Tanvirul Haque reportedly played a role 
in the entire  laundering process. Apart from that, 
Khalek along with his relatives and  associates 
caused a financial loss of Tk 585 crore to the 
organisation,  according to CID.

CID filed a case under money laundering act 
on  Tuesday with Motijheel Police Station, said 
Inspector Monirul Islam of  Organised Crime 
(Financial Crime Squad) at CID.

According to the  case statement, Khalek, while 
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