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Don’t meet
Taiwan president

China warns US House
Speaker

REUTERS, Beijing/Taipei

China yesterday warned US House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy not to “repeat disastrous
past mistakes” by meeting Taiwan
President Tsai Ing-wen, saying it would
not help regional peace and stability,
only unite the Chinese people against a
common enemy.

The Republican McCarthy, the third-
most-senior US leader after the president
and vice president, will host a meeting
in California today with Tsai, during a
sensitive stopover in the United States
that has prompted Chinese threats of
retaliation.

China, which claims Taiwan as its own
territory, staged war games around the
island last August after then-Speaker
Nancy Pelosi, a Democrat, visited the
capital, Taipei.

Tsai will make what is formally called a
“transit” in Los Angeles on her way back
to Taipei after a trip to Central America.
The United States says such stopovers are
common practice and there is no need for
China to overreact.

Pakistan SC orders
provincial votes

REUTERS, Islamabad

Pakistan’s  Supreme Court yesterday
ordered that elections in two provinces
should go ahead by May 15 despite
government reluctance to hold the votes
now as it struggles with an economic
crisis and a political challenge from the
opposition.

Ousted prime minister Imran Khan
has been pushing for assembly elections
in Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
provinces as part of a campaign to force
an early general election that he has waged
since being forced from office a year ago
after losing a vote of confidence.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif rejected
Khan’s call for an early election and
his government had backed an election
commission delay in the votes in the two
provinces to October 8. Khan's party
hailed the top court ruling.
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A supporter of former US president Donald Trump argues with opponents outside the Manhattan District Attorney’s office in
New York City, US yesterday. Trump was set to make an unprecedented appearance before a New York judge yesterday to
answer criminal charges that threaten to throw the 2024 White House race into turmoil.

Arunachal will ‘always
be’ an integral part

Says India over China’s renaming of places along

REUTERS, New Delhi

India yesterday rejected the
renaming by China of places
in what India regards as its
castern state of Arunachal
Pradesh, which China claims
as part of its territory.

China and India fought
a war along parts of their
poorly demarcated 3,800-km
(2,360-mile) frontier in 1962
and clashes in mountainous
regions in recent years have
seriously strained relations
between the nuclear-armed

disputed border

neighbours.

The latest angry exchange
of words was triggered
on Sunday when China’s
Ministry of Civil Affairs issued
a statement in which it said it
had “standardised” the names
of 11 places, including five
mountains, in what China
callsits southern Tibet region.

The statement included
a map that showed the 11
places renamed by China as
being within “Zangnan”, or
southern Tibet in Chinese,
with  Arunachal Pradesh

included in southern Tibet
and China’s border with India
demarcated as just north of
Brahmaputra river. India
rejected that. “Arunachal
Pradesh is, has been and will
always be an integral and
inalienable part of India,”

Indian  foreign  ministry
spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi said.

But a spokesperson at the
Chinese foreign ministry
said the name changes were
“completely within the scope
of China’s sovereignty”.

PHOTO: AFP

POISON ATTACK

20 Iranian
schoolgirls
hospitalised

AFP, Tehran

Twenty Iranian schoolgirls
were hospitalised
yesterday after the latest
in a mysterious wave of
poisoning attacks that
have sickened thousands
of pupils, state media
reported.

The girls were treated
after suffering shortness of
breath, in Tabriz, capital of
the northwestern province
of East Azerbaijan.

The “vital signs... of all
students is good”, Asghar
Jafari, head of the city’s
emergency service, said.

Sikkim avalanche

Kills 7 tourists
Several more feared trapped

REUTERS, Guwahati

Anavalanche killed at least seven touristsin India’s
Himalayan state of Sikkim near a mountain pass
to the Chinese region of Tibet, with several more
— people feared trapped, the
e | Indian army said. The army
said five to six vehicles
carrying up to 30 tourists
to the strategically located
Nathu La pass between
. Sikkim and Tibet were
feared to have been stuck
under the snow when the
avalanche hit. “We are yet
to ascertain how many people are
still trapped. 17 people have been rescued, out of
which 8 are very critical and have been moved to
a hospital,” senior police official Tenzing Loden
Lepcha told Reuters on phone. The incident took
place at 11:30 am, the army statement said. Rescue
officials earlier said they feared at least 70 people
were under the snow at the site, some 40 km from
the state capital Gangtok. Rescue operations
were ongoing, Loden Lepcha said, adding that
when the avalanche hit, people were taking
photographs near a stream. Rescue workers dug
with shovels near a waterfall, images released by

India’s ministry of defence showed.

Infertility affects 1
in 6 globally: WHO

AFP, Geneva

Around one in every six adults experiences
infertility, the World Health Organization
estimated yesterday as it called for an urgent
increase in access to fertility care. The WHO
determined that around 17.5 percent of adults
worldwide are affected by infertility at some
point, and found little variation between regions
and wealthy and poorer countries. “Globally, an
estimated one out of every six people are affected
by the inability to have a child at some point in their
life,” WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
said in the foreword to a fresh report on the issue.
“This is regardless of where they live and what
resources they have.” Across their lifetime, 17.8
percent of adults in high-income countries and
16.5 percent in low- and middle income countries
were affected by infertility, it found. Tedros said
the report - the first of its kind in a decade -
revealed “an important truth: infertility does not
discriminate.”
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