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Because of this box culvert, built in Bhurbhurichara area in Moulvibazar’s Rajnagar upazila, crops are rotting 
away on surrounding areas, as water inundates the land during monsoon. PHOTO: STAR

DU suspends 
student over 
sexual harassment
DU CORRESPONDENT

The Dhaka University authorities suspended 
a student of the Department of Criminology 
yesterday on the allegation of sexually harassing 
junior female students.

The authorities also sent Sakin Tanvir, a student 
of 2016-17 academic session, a show-cause notice 
and asked him why he would not be expelled from 
the university.

He was  asked to reply in seven working days, 
said a press release signed by Mahmud Alam, 
director of the DU’s Public Relations Office.

During investigation, he was found guilty of 
sexually harassing junior female students of the 
department, the release said.

DU Vice Chancellor Prof Md Akhtaruzzaman 
approved the suspension.

Earlier, a group of students submitted a written 
complaint to the proctor’s office against the 
student. Then, a probe committee was formed by 
the authorities. 

UNPLANNED BOX CULVERT

A menace for people 
of 30 haor villages

MINTU DESHWARA

Boats are the only means of 
transportation for people of several 
villages in Kauadighi Haor, one of the 
largest haors of Moulvibazar, during 
monsoon. But, due to the construction 
of an unplanned box culvert, 
people of at least 30 villages in 
the haor, under Sadar and 
Rajnagar upazilas, are 
facing untold suffering 
and damage to their 
crops.

As the box culvert 
is quite low, it takes 
a significant amount 
of time for water to 
recede from the adjacent 
croplands. As a result, 
standing paddies on vast 
tracts of land rot away every year.

According to Moulvibazar Roads 
and Highways Department (RHD), 
authorities constructed the culvert 
on Moulvibazar-Balaganj road at 
Bhurbhurichara, spending about Tk 1 
crore.

For a long time, locals have been 
demanding to demolish the structure 
and construct a new bridge there. 
They have also held various agitation 
programmes to press home their 
demand.

Recently, hundreds of residents of 
several villages under Rajnagar 

upazila, located on the 
eastern side of Kauadighi 

Haor, formed a human 
chain on Balaganj road, 
with the same demand.

Farmer Zahir Uddin 
of Medenimahal village 
said as the height of 
the culvert is low, it 

obstructs the free flow of 
water during monsoon.
Moreover, if it rains a bit 

heavily, their paddy fields often 
go under stagnant water, he said, 

adding that Aman paddies on vast tracts 
of land were damaged last year.

Asid Mia, another farmer from 
Betahunja village, said due to the height, 
no one could take the paddies home 
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As the box 
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their demand.
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‘We didn’t lose 
momentum’
Says Fakhrul trashing 
speculations about 
discord among allies
UNB, Dhaka

Trashing speculations about widening discord 
among their alliance partners, BNP Secretary 
General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir yesterday 
said there is no laxity among those carrying out 
the simultaneous movement against the current 
government.

“We would like to give you a clear idea that 
there’s no laxity among us and we did not lose the 
momentum,” he said.

Fakhrul made the remarks while talking 
to reporters at a press briefing at the BNP 
chairperson’s Gulshan office in the capital, after a 
meeting between the liaison committee members 
of BNP and Ganatantra Mancha.

Although BNP and its all alliance partners 
observed a two-hour sit-in programme in all 
cities and district towns on Saturday, Ganatantra 
Mancha refrained from holding the programme.

When a journalist drew this issue to Fakhrul’s 
attention, he said BNP’s programmes are observed 
across the country sometimes simultaneously, 
and they have an understanding that every party 
can observe the programmes in their own way.
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Iftar available 
for only Tk 1
SOHRAB HOSSAIN, 
Patuakhali

For many low-income 
families, affording a 
nutritious iftar meal is 
a challenge. The same 
goes for Ilias Mia, a 
rickshaw driver from 
Patuakhali’s Kalapara 
town.

 According to Ilias, 
buying iftar from the 
market with his daily 
income is impossible. 
However, with the help 
of an organisation called 
“Amra Kalaparabasi”, 
he and many others can 
now enjoy a complete 
iftar meal for only one 
taka. He has expressed 
his gratitude towards the 
voluntary organisation 
that has been 
distributing affordable 
iftar items since the first  
day of Ramadan.

Similarly, Ibrahim 
Munshi, a resident of 
Ferighat area, shared 
his concerns about the 
rising prices of daily 
necessities during 
Ramadan. Munshi 
highlighted the fact 
that a person needs a 
minimum of 50-60 taka 
to purchase iftar from 
the local market, which 
is not feasible for many 
people. However, thanks 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

Polythene bag 
use rampant 
in Bagerhat
Traders prefer their use due to 
lack of affordable alternatives
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

In Bagerhat, the use of polythene bags continues to 
increase, despite the fact that they have been banned. 

All over the district including rural areas, one can easily 
obtain one or two poly bags for carrying goods that cost 
as little as Tk 10 to Tk 15.

During a visit to Signboard Bazar in Kachua upazila, it 
was observed that fish traders, grocers, vegetable vendors, 
sweetmeat vendors, and even restaurants use poly bags 
freely. 

Similarly, fertiliser shops and fish feed traders also 
resort to using poly bags instead of using net bags or 
tissue bags which are more environmentally friendly 
alternatives. Many shopkeepers and traders claim that 
they buy 1 kg (around 500 bags) of different sizes of poly 
bags for only Tk 250, whereas net and tissue bags are 
more expensive. As such, they prefer using poly bags as a 
cheaper and more accessible option.

“While 500 poly bags cost Tk 250, 30-32 small-sized 
net bags cost Tk 50, and large-sized net bags cost Tk 70. 
Besides, 120 small tissue bags cost Tk 100 and 120 large 
tissue bags cost Tk180,” said a local shopkeeper seeking 
anonymity. 

The district marketing officer, Sujat Hossain Khan, 
mentioned that they are trying to control the use of poly 
bags, but traders have requested alternatives that can be 
used for packaging. Shopkeepers have alleged that poly 
bags are readily available in bigger cities such as Khulna 
and Jashore.

The Department of Environment has raised 
concerns about the negative impact of poly bags on the 
environment, as they take up to 400 years to decompose 
and eventually turn into microplastics that contaminate 
waterbodies, soil, and the environment at large. 

Deputy Director of the Department of Environment 
Md Kamruzzaman Sarkar stated that they conduct two 
to three mobile courts every month to control the use of 
poly bags. 

As some people have bought poly bag-making 
machines for Tk 40,000 and are making bags in their 
homes, it is not feasible to search every house, he added.


