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ENVIRONMENT AWARD

3 individuals, 2 
orgs nominated
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Department of Environment has nominated 
three individuals and two organisations for 
National Environment Award-2022 for their 
contribution in education, awareness-raising, 
research and technological innovation to conserve 
the environment.

The awardees were finalised in a meeting of a 
national committee formed to sort out awardees 
at the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change yesterday.

Three individuals are Jibananda Roy, sub-
assistant agriculture officer of Batiaghata upazila, 
Khulna; Prof Abu Saleh Mohammad Wadudur 
Rahman, dean of the Faculty of Arts, Rangpur 
Begum Rokeya University; and SM Mofizul Islam, 
senior scientific officer and head of Bangladesh 
Rice Research Institute, Satkhira.

The two institutions are Incepta 
Pharmaceuticals Limited and Bangladesh 
Environment and Development Society, Khulna.
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Tangail’s mass-killing ground 
to get due recognition

Construction of memorial centre nearly complete
MIRZA SHAKIL

The Water Tank area in Tangail 
town, one of the main mass-
killing grounds during the 
Liberation War in 1971, is finally 
getting due recognition after 
over 50 years of the country’s 
independence.

The construction of 
“Bangabandhu and Liberation 
War Memorial Centre” in the area 
has almost come to an end.

Walton Hi-Tech Industries 
PCL, a private firm based in 
Tangail, is constructing the four-
storey centre, the first of its kind 
in the district, spending Tk 6.18 

crore.
Tangail was known as one of 

the strongest dens of freedom 
fighters during the Liberation 
War, and the brave ones of 
the district made a wonderful 
contribution to freeing the 
country from the Pakistani 
occupational forces.

After the historic speech 
delivered by Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman on March 7 
in 1971, Tangail Zila Swadhin 
Bangla Gono Mukti Parishad was 
formed, which gradually started 
organising the local youths.

On April 3, 1971, the Pakistan 

Construction work of this four-storey Bangabandhu and Liberation 
War Memorial Centre at the mass killing ground near the Water Tank 
area in Tangail town is almost completed.

PHOTO: STAR SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

Implement 
Marrakesh 
Treaty under 
Copyright Act 
soon: speakers
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a programme 
yesterday urged the 
government to implement 
the Marrakesh Treaty 
under the Copyright Act as 
soon as possible.

They made the call at 
a consultation meeting 
titled, “Marrakesh Treaty 
Accession Progress and 
Way Forward”, held at the 
Auditorium of Bangladesh 
Bureau of Statistics in the 
capital’s Agargaon.

The event was organised 
by the Visually Impaired 
Peoples Society (VIPS), with 
the support of Manusher 
Jonno Foundation 
(MJF) and Sightsavers 
Bangladesh.

Daud Miah, NDC, 
registrar of copyrights at 
Bangladesh Copyrights 
Office, said Bangladesh 
signed and ratified the 
treaty and the work of 
formulating the copyright 
law of Bangladesh in line 
with it is almost final.

Md Jahangir Alam, 
general secretary of VIPS, 
described the treaty as 
a blessing for visually 
impaired people and 
emphasised that its 
effective implementation 
under the Copyright Act of 
Bangladesh would ensure 
the right and freedom to 
read books for over half 
a crore visually impaired 
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HC verdict on 
GCC mayor’s 
suspension 
April 4
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court 
yesterday deferred the 
verdict on whether 
Mohammad Zahangir 
Alam will get back the 
mayoral post of Gazipur 
City Corporation (GCC) 
to April 4. 

The HC bench of 
Justice Zafar Ahmed 
and Justice Md Bashir 
Ullah was scheduled 
yesterday to deliver 
the judgement on the 
rule that questioned 
the legality of the 
government’s action to 
suspend Zahangir from 
the GCC mayoral post.

However, the bench 
deferred the date 
yesterday after Deputy 
Attorney General 
Nawroz MR Chowdhury 
sought time from the 
court for submitting 
an affidavit on behalf 
of the ministry of 
local government, 
rural development and 
cooperatives opposing 
the rule before this court.
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BCL LEADER DIAZ MURDER

Ctg court orders 
further probe
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A court in Chattogrom yesterday ordered Police 
Bureau of Investigation (PBI) to further investigate 
the murder case of Bangladesh Chhatra League 
central leader Diaz Irfan Chowdhury.

Senior Judicial Magistrate Awlad Hossain 
Junaid ordered PBI to have the case investigated 
by a senior officer, after Diaz’s mother Jaheda 
Amin lodged a non-confidence petition on the 
final report submitted by Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID).

“Following the petition, the court passed the 
order,” said Public Prosecutor Advocate Iftekhar 
Saimul Chowdhury.

After investigating the case for six years, CID, 
in its final submitted report on February 24, said 
the murder case of BCL central leader Diaz Irfan 
Chowdhury has a “factual error”.
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Having iftar 
together to 
beat loneliness
Residents of old-age home share 
their Ramadan experience
HELEMUL ALAM

Seventy-five-year-old Hosne Ara, a former government 
employee, was talking to one of her close relatives in a 
video call, sitting on a chair at Probin Nibash, an old-age 
home. A box full of chickpeas was kept next to her as the 
time for iftar approached.

Hosne Ara chose to stay there to deal with her 
loneliness. She said she doesn’t feel comfortable at her flat 
in Dhaka because no one is there with her. “I’m a widow 
and I don’t have any children to keep me company.”

“I came here around seven months back,” she said. 
“I don’t always feel good about staying here, but I like it 
better than being all alone in my flat.” 

Describing her experience, she added, “I don’t have 
iftar alone in my room, because I love to share it with 
others. Around seven of us have our iftar here together 
on Wednesdays.”

There’s a distinct kind of bond that has developed 
among the group living there, as they prepare different 
iftar items and share them amongst each other.

Meanwhile, some residents have found their favourite 
community elsewhere, while others rely on their friends’ 
company.

Mohammad Golam Rabbani, a retired official of 
Bangladesh Atomic Energy Commission, said, “I, along 
with another resident of the old home, go to a nearby 
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Collaboration, 
solidarity and 
learning crucial
Speakers tell webinar on 
fighting corruption in S Asia
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Solidarity, collaboration and learning from each 
other are crucial to fight corruption in South Asia, as 
kleptocrats are globally interconnected, speakers told 
a webinar.

Civil society leaders stressed the need in the webinar 
organised by The Asia Foundation in collaboration 
with the US Department of State’s Bureau for South 
and Central Asia Affairs yesterday.

They also shed light on the obstacles faced by civil 
society leaders across South Asia, including the wave 
of disinformation, the rise of populism, red-taped 
bureaucracy and political violence.

Anurag Acharya, director of Practice (Politics and 
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Even at the age of 60, Beauty Begum, a resident of Jhalakathi district’s Bhorotkathi area had been hard at work since 5:00am. She boils rice 
and sets them out to dry in batches in an open yard, to prepare puffed rice (locally called muri). For her strenuous labour from dawn to dusk, 
she earns between Tk 12,000 and 15,000 a month. This photo was taken recently. PHOTO: TITU DAS


