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Saha, president of the 
Langalband Bathing 
Festival Celebration 
Committee. Visitors 
brought with them ritual 
ingredients such as flowers, 
grasses, fruits, Tulsi leaves, 
and mango leaves, as they 
bathed in the Brahmaputra 
River throughout the day. A 
folk fair was also organised 
on the bank of the river.

Many devotees expressed 
satisfaction with the 
management and security 
measures in place. In 2015, 
a stampede during the 
bathing festival resulted 
in the death of ten people. 
Since then, the authorities 
have been vigilant and taken 
all necessary measures to 
ensure a safe and organized 
event.

Superintendent of Police 
in Narayanganj Golam 
Mostofa Rasel stated that 
around 1,200 policemen 
were deployed to provide 
security to the devotees. 
Despite this, heavy traffic 
created a 20-kilometre-
long tailback on the Dhaka-
Chittagong highway 
yesterday morning.

An 85-year-old 
woman named Ekadashi 
Rajbangshi, who came from 
Munshiganj with her family, 
said, “I’m nearing the end 
of my life. I have come here 
to seek God’s blessings for 
purifying my sins.”

Another devotee, Dipty 
Saha, who was injured in 
the 2015 event, expressed 
satisfaction with the 
improved management and 
security measures this year.

Protect children
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According to the report, 
child marriage increased by 
10 percent between 2020 
and 2021. Around 27 percent 
of those married were 
between the age of 15 and 19.

Meanwhile, between 
2019 and 2022 (till 
February), 2,189 children 
got killed and 3,339 were 
raped. Some 688 faced an 
attempt to rape. 

Despite adopting the 

ILO Convention-138, the 
report found that there are 
34,50,000 child labourers 
in the country, of whom, 
12,80,000 are engaged in 
hazardous occupations. 

M Robiul Islam, assistant 
director of the National 
Human Rights Commission, 
Bangladesh; Fatema Rashid 
Hasan, secretary general of 
the executive committee 
of Ain o Salish Kendra 
(ASK),;and Abdullah Al 
Mamun, director of Child 
Protection and Child Rights 
Governance at Save the 
Children International, 
spoke at the event among 
others. 

PBI finds body of girl 
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Child Repression 
Prevention Tribunal-2, 
accusing Rubel on Tuesday.

Taking the complaint 
into cognisance, the court 
ordered the officer-in-
charge of Pahartali Police 
Station to investigate the 
incident. The victim’s 
family alleged after filing 
the GD, Pahartali police 
detained Rubel for an 
hour, but did not quiz him 

properly.
Deputy Commissioner 

(DC, West) Chattogram 
Metropolitan Police 
Muhammad Jasim Uddin 
told The Daily Star “It is 
true that we have noticed 
the inefficiency of some 
officers. Police also quizzed 
and arrested Rubel, but 
failed to unearth the truth 
in time.”

“We will take action over 
the failure,” added the DC.

Bring the
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stationed at the hospital.
He questioned, “If the 

Ansar members were not 
involved in the incident, 
how can a man die in their 
custody?”

Questioned why law 
enforcers did not arrest the 
accused Ansar members 
despite being informed 
of their identities, OC 
Utpal Barua said police 
have yet to establish their 
involvement.

He said investigation is 
ongoing, and the two would 
be apprehended once their 
involvement is confirmed.

Utpal mentioned that 
they have collected video 
footage from the hospital 
and are verifying its 
authenticity.

Hira and Mahbub could 
not be contacted despite 
repeated attempts.
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people of Kachua Sadar; 
we do not get this water 
[through the pipelines].’’

Shahida Begum, a local, 
said, “I collect at least 40 
jars of water from the plant 
every day and sell those 
to different shops and 
households in my locality.”

Kachua DPHE Deputy 
Assistant Engineer Raihan 
Hossain said, “Pond and 
canal water is first taken 
into the treatment plant’s 
reserve tank, then through 
sand filtration to the clear 
water tank. Later, the water 
is transferred to the service 
tank, from where the 
freshwater is delivered to 
people’s homes via supply 
lines.”

Kachua UNO Tasmina 
Khatun said, “We recognise 
the demand for more water 
plants as we are determined 
to provide pure water to 
every resident.”

Bagerhat DPHE 
Executive Engineer Jayanta 
Mallick said, “Being a 
coastal region, there is a 
shortage of fresh water in 
every upazila of Bagerhat. 
Another project has already 
started in Chitalmari 
upazila. The work will start 
soon in other upazilas.”
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charming and cheerful,” he 
said. Yasin had come to the 
orphanage when his father 
died, and his mother was 
struggling to make ends 
meet as a domestic worker.

Masuma Akhtar, a 12th 
grader, could not remember 
the iftar at her home, as she 
had been out of her home 
since childhood. She found 
solace in having iftar with 
her six roommates and 
loved the camaraderie they 
shared.

However, for fourth-
grader Mariyam, the pain 
of losing her mother was 
still raw, and she missed her 
badly during the iftar hour. 
“I still miss my mother, and 
I’m waiting for the chance 
to go to Jhalakathi to be 
with her during vacation,” 
she said.
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