
NEWS

World Vision and 
Samakal discuss 
air pollution
STAR REPORT

World Vision Bangladesh and the Daily Samakal held 
a panel discussion and roundtable dialogue on “Air 
Pollution Mitigation” at the conference hall of the 
newspaper in Dhaka yesterday, said a press release.

Environment Deputy Minister Habibun Nahar was 
present as chief guest on the occasion. Prof Ainun Nishat, 
an academician, water expert and environmentalist, was 
lead panel discussant.

The ordeal to get land
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closely by Narayanganj.
According to the 

data, a total of 20,946 
applications for land-
record documents and 
157 for mouza maps were 
filed with the Narayanganj 
deputy commissioner’s 
office, which provided 
services to fewer than 1,100 
applicants.

Around 260 applicants 
got online services 
from Dhaka’s deputy 
commissioner’s office, 
where a total of 1,36,580 
applications were filed 
for land documents and 
mouza map, according to 
the land ministry’s data till 
Monday.

Habibur Rahman, a 
Dhaka resident, filed three 
separate applications 
for land documents on 

March 6. The delivery 
date was March 16. But his 
application status is still 
shown as “under process”.

Another service-seeker, 
Hasan Shariar, said he 
directly went to the DC 
office to avoid any hassle 
but was told to apply 
online.

“I applied online but 
I’m yet to receive my 
documents. In the last 
three weeks [of March], I 
visited them several times 
and heard the same reply: 
come next week,” he said.

Monjurul Hafiz, 
deputy commissioner of 
Narayanganj, said he is yet 
to check the land-ministry 
report. “Once I go through 
it, I’ll be able to tell you 
about it,” he said.

This correspondent 
could not reach Dhaka 

DC Mohammad Mominur 
Rahman over phone 
despite repeated attempts.

Contacted, Jahid 
Hossain Panir, joint 
secretary of the 
Digitization, Knowledge 
Management and 
Performance (DKMP) 
section of the land 
ministry, said the rate of 
service providing is poor 
due to the lack of training, 
and the negligence and 
indifference of officers.

He declined to 
comment any further and 
suggested talking to the 
land ministry’s secretary 
Mustafizur Rahman.

This correspondent 
could not reach Mustafizur 
over phone and sent him a 
text message, but there was 
no response.

31pc working women
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The study’s findings 
highlight the need 
for policymakers and 
employers to address 
these issues and ensure 
that women have access 
to safe and fair working 
conditions. Women’s 
organisations from 
all sectors must come 
together to work towards 
creating a more inclusive 
society that ensures equal 
rights for women, said 
lawmaker Lutfun Nessa 
Khan.

She emphasised the 
importance of raising 
awareness about legal 
protections for women 
workers and managing 
activities to ensure their 
rights are safeguarded.

Shirin Akhter, lawmaker 
and chief guest at the 
event, emphasised the 
importance of success 
stories and leadership 
roles of women in 
society, in addition 
to highlighting their 
struggles. Women must 
be given opportunities 
to participate actively 
in decision-making 
processes, including 
leading their trade unions, 
to ensure that their rights 
are protected and upheld.

“Education is also 
essential in promoting 
gender equality and 
empowering women to 
realise their full potential,” 
she added.

Gita Rani Ghosh, deputy 
director at the National 

Skills Development 
Authority, said the 
government is taking steps 
to train women workers in 
various sectors, including 
agriculture, industry, and 
services.

Shah Mohammad Abu 
Zafar, a former lawmaker, 
drew attention to the issue 
of setting the minimum 
wage for workers at Tk 
20,000, emphasising that 
women workers’ salaries 
must be increased to 
ensure a decent standard 
of living for them and their 
families.

OXFAM Country 
Director Ashish Damle 
presided over the 
programme, while around a 
dozen workers and leaders 
spoke at the discussion.

Free iftar at High
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mosque floor in long 
queues.

The process to distribute 
iftar started just after Asr 
prayers.

“We provide iftar items 
like date, watermelon, 
grapes, banana, apple, 
potato chop, chickpeas, 
beguni, potato chop, piaju, 
sherbet, khichuri, tehari 
and sometimes sweets like 
bundia,” said justice Md 
Khasruzzaman, member 
of Supreme Court Majar O 
Mosjid Proshashon.

Around 1,500 people 
from all walks of life attend 
the iftar every day which is 
provided free of cost.

“Apart from the people 
who attend here, we 
also provide a portion 
of it outside the mosque 
and distribute it to the 
people there. These are 
being arranged with the 
contribution of all,” said 

Khasruzzaman.
Besides, they also 

provide meals two times a 
day to around 1,500 people 
in other months besides 
Ramadan, he added.

“I used to sell balloons 
at fairs and work in 
restaurants. But I didn’t 
get a job at Bikrampur, 
for which I came to Dhaka 
around 15 days back. But 
still didn’t get any job,” said 
Abdul Hannan who came 
to the spot to break his fast.

Hannan is currently 
unemployed and sleeps 
at Dhaka Stadium every 
night.

Fazila Begum, who 
survives by begging in the 
Mazar area, was waiting to 
get a plate at the premises 
of the Mazar. “I come here 
every morning for food and 
return to Nimtoli Bazar in 
the evening,” said Fazila, 
who sleeps in Nimtoli Bazar 
area.  

3 trucks with Indian goods
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came to know that three 
trucks with Indian goods 
will enter Bangladesh 
illegally on Monday night. 
Burimari BOP camp 
BGB members of Teesta 
Battalion-2 conducted a 
raid at the Burimari bus 
stand area and seized the 
trucks, all of which were 
found without the owners.

After the search, the 
market value of recovered 
Indian goods was estimated 
at Tk 3 crore 29 lakh 84 

thousand. The seized goods 
have been deposited at the 
Patagram Customs.

Locals told this 
correspondent that 
a smuggling ring has 
become active in Burimari 
land port area ahead of 
Eid. They are bringing 
goods illegally from India 
in various ways. Some 
unscrupulous traders 
from Burimari land 
port in Bangladesh and 
Changrabandha land 
port in India have become 

involved in this smuggling 
syndicate. With the help 
of unscrupulous traders, 
the gang illegally brought 
truckloads of Indian goods 
to Bangladesh.

Rangpur 61-BGB 
battalion’s Commanding 
Officer (CO) Lt Colonel Mir 
Hasan Shahriar Mahmud 
said that BGB has filed a 
case in Patgram police 
station. The police will 
investigate and reveal the 
name of the owner of the 
goods, he said.

Influenced by video games
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director of the legal and 
media wing of Rab.

On March 19, an 
argument took place 
between the accused 
and the victims due to 
a previous altercation 
between the students of 
grades nine and 10. 

On March 22, the 
accused followed Maruf, 
Nafis and another student 

Siam after school, stabbed 
them and fled the scene, 
leaving Maruf and Nafis 
critically injured, Moin 
informed.

Locals rescued the trio 
and took them to Baufal 
Upazila Health Complex. 
They were later shifted to 
Barishal Sher-e-Bangla 
Medical College Hospital, 
where Maruf and Nafis 

were declared dead around 
7:30pm on the same day. 
Siam received treatment 
locally. 

After the incident, the 
prime accused and his 
associate went to Dhaka 
and later took shelter at his 
friend’s house in Narsingdi, 
while his associate took 
shelter at a relative’s house 
in Dhaka, said Moin.

Statements of witnesses
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the capital’s Moghbazar on 
January 28, 2015 to extort 
money at gunpoint.

However, Arav was 
arrested in front of the 
house by Ramna police, 
who seized a revolver from 
his possession.

Later, a case was filed 

against him under the arms 
act with Ramna Police 
Station.

After an investigation, 
DB pressed charges against 
him on March 1 of the same 
year. The tribunal framed 
charges against him on 
May 10.

Arav  got out on bail on 

March 14, 2018 and went 
into hiding. The tribunal 
declared him a “fugitive” 
and issued an arrest warrant 
against him on October 24 
of the same year. 

Arav, who runs a 
jewellery store in Dubai, is 
currently facing an Interpol 
red alert.

Sultana fell sick on way
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he said.
Asked about the injury 

to Sultana’s head, Moin 
said, “We did not have 
any information of injury. 
The postmortem report 
is important here and 
investigation is underway. 
It needs some time.”

Regarding the arrest of 
Sultana, Moin said some 
fraudsters had assumed the 
identity of Enamul Haque, 
joint secretary of Rajshahi 
divisional commissioner’s 
office, by hacking his 
Facebook account and 
also making a fake one. 
Using the IDs, they extorted 
money from people with 
false promises of jobs.

After becoming aware of 
this, Enamul filed a general 
diary in March 2022, he 

said.
A woman even filed a 

case against Enamul for 
fraud because the racket 
was run by those assuming 
his identity.

Enamul came to know 
that the fraudsters extorted 
money on March 19 and 20, 
and he also came to know 
that one of the fraudsters 
was named Al Amin, and 
later he also came to know 
that Sultana was involved.

On March 22, Enamul 
complained about it to a 
Rab patrol team, and then 
Rab analysed technological 
data to detect the woman’s 
location and detained her 
for interrogation, Moin 
said.

Enamul himself, Rab’s 
female officials, and 
witnesses were present 

during the detention and 
interrogation process, said 
the Rab official.

“Sultana Jasmine 
admitted to her involvement 
during interrogation in 
the witnesses’ presence. 
Enamul’s Facebook ID was 
found open in Sultana’s 
phone,” he said.

Moin said Rab also found 
evidence of transactions 
of lakhs of taka and bank 
account details from her 
phone.

Regarding the delay 
in filing the case, Moin 
said filing of a case under 
the Digital Security Act 
takes time and requires 
permission.

Complainant Enamul 
Haque filed a case with 
the police station with 
permission later, he said.

Prepare budget to increase
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Lawmaker  Rumana 
Alim mentioned that 
women in rural areas have 
significantly  increased their 
income through the use of 
information technology. 
She  emphasised the need to 
raise awareness to maintain 
this upward trend.

The  meeting also 
highlighted Goal 5 of the 
SDG, which focuses on using  
information technology 
to accelerate women’s 

empowerment and taking 
into  account their needs 
and wants in planning and 
implementation.

Farhana  A Rahman, 
chairperson of UY System, 
stated that while women’s  
participation in mobile 
usage has increased, there 
is still a large  gender gap in 
internet usage. 

She also noted that 
digital  accessibility is a part 
of basic human rights and 
that Bangladesh  currently 

ranks 147th in the ICT 
Development Index. 

The meeting  was 
presided over by Dr Fauzia 
Moslem, president of 
Mahila Parishad, and  
addressed by Dr Selim 
Raihan, executive director 
of South Asian Network  
for Economic Modeling 
and professor of economics 
at Dhaka  University, and 
Rabeya Khatun Shanti, 
movement secretary of 
Mahila Parishad.
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Sitting in their yard, a family makes “haatpakha” (hand-fans) as the demand for them will soon increase with summer approaching. Each of 
these fans goes for Tk 10 and they sell them in batches of 100. This photo was taken in Barishal’s Chandshi village yesterday.
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