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Another tragedy
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got myself three new 
sarees,” said Joba Rani 
who watched her prized 
possessions burn down in 
the fire.

“You know, I never got a 
chance to wear them. I was 
keeping them stored away 
to wear on some special 
occasion. I was just happy 
knowing I had new clothes 
to wear and it was my little 
gift to myself,” says Joba.

The fire not only 
destroyed homes, but 
also took with it the little 
possessions the families 
had managed to collect.

Joba Rani has two sons, 
one of whom works as a 
day-labourer.
SALARY FOR HUSBAND’S 

TREATMENT DESTROYED

Shahida Begum lived in 
one of the tin-sheds in 
the slums for a rent of Tk 
3,000.

“I was living in a room 
with my two children and 
my husband. I went to 
sleep after dinner when 
I suddenly heard people 
screaming. I woke up to see 

flames closing in on us,” 
says Shahida who managed 
to get out of the house with 
her children and husband 
mostly unharmed.

But Shahida, who works 
as a domestic worker, lost 
Tk 10,000 that she had 
taken as advance salary for 
her husband’s treatment.

“Yesterday, I received 
an advance payment of 
Tk 10,000 due to my 
husband’s illness. That 
money was burnt in the 
fire,” said Shahida.
ALL BELONGINGS GONE

Usha Rani lived alone in 
a room in the slum. She 
works as a cleaner at a 
market in Mohakhali and 
with her income, managed 
to bear her expenses 
and also bought some 
belongings over time.

Her room was 
completely burnt down and 
with it, Usha has lost all her 
possessions and does not 
have any savings. “How will 
I start anew,” asks a visibly 
distraught Usha.

The cause of the fire 
remains to be known.

Draw beyond censorship
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unfortunately, cartoons are 
undervalued. The political 
climate in our country 
isn’t supportive, which is 
necessary for a cartoonist 
to thrive.”

“We censor ourselves. 
However, we have to keep 
in mind that we cannot 
stop drawing. We have to 
find a way and wait for the 
perfect time, to hit the 
moment with the most 
fitting drawing,” he said.

As a cartoonist, the 
primary responsibility is 

to depict the present time 
accurately, he added.

Writer and Journalist 
Afsan Chowdhury said, 
“Newspapers are no 
longer the only medium 
for cartoonists to work. 
Cartoons can come to people 
through various means. 
Cartoonists themselves can 
become a medium.”

He added, “This 
exhibition is a milestone, as it 
brings together cartoonists 
of many generations in one 
platform.”

During the discussion, 

cartoonist Shishir 
Bhattacharjee shared 
his interest in creating 
cartoons during the 
dictatorship and how he 
gradually transitioned into 
creating political cartoons.

He suggested the 
younger generation to 
centre their focus on the 
accused, rather than the 
victims, while drawing.

Political satirist Simu 
Naser said, “People often 
believe that the current 
time is the most difficult, 
but we must acknowledge 

that reality may not always 
align with our desires.”

“As artists, it’s important 
to select our mediums of 
protest carefully, prioritising 
the ones that have the most 
impact, than one which 
discomforts us,” he said.

Associate Editor of The 
Daily Prothom Alo Anisul 
Hoque and cartoonist 
Nasreen Sultana Mitu also 
spoke at the discussion. 

The exhibition will 
be open from 10:00am 
to 4:00pm till March 29 
(Wednesday).

Revisiting memories of struggle and sacrifice
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Visitors can witness 
the living conditions 
of refugees during the 
war. A physical tunnel is 
assembled with the images 
to depict their life.

The exhibit also 
highlights the Razakars’ 
atrocities and international 
groups’ support for 

the Liberation War. 
Photographs of sector 
commanders, guerrilla 
camps, and the Pakistani 
army’s organisation offer a 
glimpse into the war’s inner 
workings. Additionally, 
images from international 
media provide insight into 
how the world viewed the 
struggle for independence.

The last exhibition 
gallery -- “Our Victory, Our 
Values” -- depicts different 
phases of the Liberation 
War, including front wars, 
joint forces operations, and 
the killing of intellectuals. 
The exhibition also features 
upsetting images and 
documents depicting the 
inhuman sexual torture 

and rape of women by 
Pakistani forces during the 
war. Then it finally ends 
with the victory.

The artefacts were 
chosen and displayed in 
such a way so that they can 
reveal the full story of the 
Bangalee people’s struggle 
for independence.

Teacher plotted
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allegedly for raping the 
latter’s stepsister.

The incident came to 
light on March 25 night 
when a video clip of the 
torture went viral on social 
media.

Then, police started an 
investigation.

“When police took the 
girl for medical test, she 
told us that no one raped 
her. The school teacher 
taught her to follow the 
plan,” said the SP.

Contacted, Yamin 
said, “Lipi wants to take 
my daughter. Earlier, she 
took my daughter many 
times to her house without 
informing us.”

Contacted, Lipi denied 
the allegations and said 
she did not know anything 
about the torture.

Seven people have so far 

been arrested in connection 
with the incident of torture, 
said Suman Kar, assistant 
superintendent of police in 
Faridpur, yesterday.

Sirajul Islam, primary 
education officer of 
Madukhali upazila, told 
The Daily Star, “A three-
member investigation 
committee has been 
formed to probe the 
incident. Departmental 
action will be taken, if any 
the teacher is found guilty.”

Breaking fast while
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for their train with biryani 
packets to break their fast.

For many of these 
passengers, the railway 
station was not the ideal 
place to break their fast, but 
they had no other choice. 

Despite the challenges 
they faced, their 
determination to fulfill 
their religious obligations 
and their love for their 
families made the 
experience all the more 
meaningful.

As the sun began to 
set, the passengers on the 
platform shared their iftar 
items, creating a sense of 
community in the most 
unlikely of places. 

This moment of 
togetherness amidst 
difficult circumstances 
serves as a reminder that 
the spirit of Ramadan and 
the love for family and 
community can transcend 
even the most challenging 
of situations.

Inspector
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Chattogram Abahani Club, 
filed a case against Saiful 
Karim with Dhaka Cyber 
Tribunal under the Digital 
Security Act.

The whip alleged that 
the then inspector Saiful 
Karim commented on 
Facebook on September 
20, 2019, that Shamsul 
Haque earned Tk 180 crore 
from gambling, a false 
and fabricated claim that 
tarnished his image.

DMP’s Counter Terrorism 
and Transnational Crime 
unit investigated the matter 
and found the allegations 
against the inspector true. 
They submitted the report 
to the tribunal on February 
2 of 2020. 

Following the report, 
the accused inspector was 
suspended from service. 
The tribunal framed 
charges against him on 
December 19, 2020.

Blackmailing
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and threatening him for 
money. As Imtiaz refused 
to pay, the accused started 
beating him and killed 
him, Harun added. 

The DB official said the 
accused after the murder 
fled to India illegally 
through Akhaura border of 
Brahmanbaria. Bangladeshi 
police informed its Indian 
counterpart who carried 
out a drive there. The 
accused then returned 
home. 
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Legal notice
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not form the committee to 
investigate the irregularities.

He sent the legal notice 
following two separate 
reports published in The 
Daily Star on March 1 -- 
which was updated on 
March 13 with the title 
“Biman paying for hiring 
unqualified Boeing 777 
pilots” -- and also on March 
2 with the title “Life lost 
amid irregularities”.


