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Farmers busy producing red sugar next to a sugarcane field in Mymensingh’s Fulbaria upazila. PHOTO: STAR

M’singh farmers eye good 
profit from red sugar

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Red sugar, locally known as Lal 
Chini, is a cash crop for hundreds of 
farmers, mostly small and marginal, 
from different villages in Phulbaria 
upazila.

Locals said the production of red 
sugar is a 200-year-old tradition and 
Phulbaria is famous for producing it.

While visiting several villages 
during the ongoing peak season, 
this correspondent saw many 
farmers busy harvesting sugarcane 
and producing Lal Chini.

Ninety-year-old Muntaz Ali Fakir 
was seen boiling sugarcane juice on 
an earthen tray at Polashtoli union’s 
Chalapara village.

Muntaz, a marginal farmer, 
said he is involved with Lal Chini 
production since his boyhood. Now 
he is passing on the tradition with 
his sons and grandchildren.

This year, both production and 
price are better than the previous 
years, Muntaz said, adding that at 
present one maund (40kg) of Lal 
Chini is being sold at Tk 4,000 to Tk 
5,000.

Nazrul Islam Fakir, 50, a resident 

of Chalapara village, said he 
cultivated sugarcane on 50 decimals 
of land and got 40 maunds of sugar 
worth around Tk 160,000.

This sugar is processed in two 
ways -- Dingi (preparing on a large 
tray) and Dang or Doop (hand-made) 
method, he said.

Dulal Mia of Chalapara village 
prefers the Dang method as it has 
a great demand in the market and 
the price is also comparatively much 
higher. He cultivated sugarcane on 
90 decimals of land this year, he 
said.

Farmers said sugarcane 
cultivation is comparatively cheaper 

as it requires little water, fertiliser 
and insecticides.

However, many also said most of 
them do not have land of their own, 
which is why the landless farmers 
do not make much profit. They said 
due to that, almost all the family 
members work together to save 
costs.

Farmers also said the sugarcane 
leaves and bagasse (residue) is used 
as fuel for making red sugar. Those 
by-products are also sold at local 
bazaars as fuel and cattle fodder.

Mohammad Abu Raihan, sub-
assistant plant protection officer 
in Phulbaria, said sugarcane was 
cultivated on 865 hectares of land 
this year with a production target 
of 6,920 tonnes of red sugar worth 
around Tk 86.5 crore.

Besides, about 850 hectares of 
land was brought under sugarcane 
cultivation last year.

Sugarcane is cultivated 
in Radhakanai, Polashtoli, 
Bidhyananda, Koierchala, Bakta, 
Kushmail, Kaladah, Enayetpur, 
Rangamatia, Sontoshpur and 
Chowdhar areas in Phulbaria, 
Raihan said.
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