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Saudi, Iran
I'Ms hold
Ramadan call

Vow to meet ‘soon’

AFP, Rivadh

The Saudi and Iranian foreign ministers
spoke by phone to mark the beginning
of Ramadan, vowing to meet “soon”
to implement a landmark bilateral
reconciliation deal, Riyadh said yesterday.

The Saudi minister, Prince Faisal bin
Farhan, called Hossein Amir-Abdollahian
and the pair “exchanged congratulations
on the occasion of the holy month of
Ramadan”, which began in both countries
yesterday, the Saudi foreign ministry said
in a statement posted on Twitter.

“The two ministers agreed to hold a
bilateral meeting soon in order to pave the
way for the reopening of embassies and
consulates between the two countries,” the
statement said.

Officials said the ministers’ expected
meeting is the next step in a Chinese
brokered rapprochement announced on
March 10 intended to fully restore ties
seven years after they were severed.

POPULATION IN CANADA
Immigration

fuels record
growth

AFP, Ottawa

Canada saw record-high population
growth last year due to a surge in
immigrants and temporary residents,
the government statistical agency said
Wednesday, adding that il the trend
continues the nation will double its
population in 26 years.

As of January 1, the country’s
population hit 39,566,248 after adding
1,050,110 people over the previous 12
months -- a sizeable gain the likes of which
has not been seen since the post-war baby
boom of the 1950s.

In the present day, however,
international migration accounted for
nearly all of the growth (95.9 percent) as
Ottawa sought to bring in more and more
immigrants to fill a labor shortage.

“This marks the first 12-month period
in Canada’s history where population grew
by over 1 million people,” Statistics Canada
said in a statement.

French protestors walk during a demonstration, a week after the government pushed a pensions reform through parliament
without a vote, using the article 49.3 of the constitution, in Nantes, western France, yesterday.

‘Warned’ US warship
to leave S China Sea

Says Beijing; US military denies claims, says vessel
‘conducting routine operations’

AFP, Beijing

The Chinese military said
it warned a US warship to
“leave” waters in the disputed
South China Sea yesterday,
claims swiftly denied as
“false” by American forces.

China claims sovereignty
over almost the entire South
China Sea - a strategic
waterway through  which
trillions of dollars in trade
pass annually -- despite an
international court ruling
that the assertion has no legal
basis.

The Philippines, Vietnam,
Malaysia and Brunei all have
overlapping claims in the sea,
while the United States sends
naval vessels through it to
assert freedom of navigation
in international waters.

UN chief Antonio Guterres on fighting climate change

The Southern Theater
Command of China’s People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) said
the USS Milius, a guided
missile destroyer, yvesterday
entered waters around the
Paracel Islands, which are
also claimed by Vietnam.

The
sea and air forces to track
and monitor (the ship) in

PLA  “organised

accordance with the law”
and “warned it to leave”,
spokesman Tian Junli said.

We are close to the tipping point. We need dramatic action... we
count on the leadership of the European Union in this regard.

The vessel “made an illegal
incursion  into  Chinese
territorial waters... without
permission from the Chinese
government, harming peace
and stability” in the region,
he said.

The US military swiltly
denied the claims, telling AFP
that “the PRC’s statement
is false”, using the acronym
for the People’s Republic of
China.

The vessel “is conducting
routine operations in
the South China Sea and
was not expelled”, said a
spokesperson for US Indo-
Pacific Command.

“The United States
will continue to fly, sail,
and operate wherever
international law allows,” the
spokesperson said.

PHOTO: AFP

WEST BANK RAID
Israeli

forces kill
Palestinian

AFP, Tulkarm

Palestinian man yesterday,
the Palestinian  health
ministry said, the first
Kkilling in the occupied West
Bank during Ramadan as
the army said it targeted an
armed suspect.

Amir Imad Abu Khadija,
25, was Kkilled by “the
Israeli occupation bullets
during their aggression on
Tulkarm,” the ministry said
in a statement.

The Israeli military said
forces raided the village of
Shufa, in pursuit of Abu
Khadija who was allegedly
involved in multiple
shootings targeting Israelis.
The killing is the first fatal-
ity in the Israeli-Palestinian
conllict during the Muslim
holy month of Ramadan,
which started yesterday.

Attempt to arrest
Putin amounts to
‘declaration of war’

REUTERS, Moscow
Any attempt to arrest President
Vladimir  Putin  after the
International Criminal Court
(ICC) issued a warrant for the
Kremlin chief would amount
to a declaration of war against
Russia, his ally Dmitry Medvedev
said yesterday. The ICC issued an
arrest warrant last Friday, accusing
Putin of the war crime of illegally
deporting hundreds of children from Ukraine. It
said there are reasonable grounds to believe that
Putin bears individual criminal responsibility.
Former President Dmitry Medvedev told Russian
media that the ICC, which countries including
Russia, China and the United States do not
recognise, was a “legal nonentity” that had never
done anything significant. Any attempt to detain
Putin, though, would be a declaration of war,
said Medvedev, who serves as deputy chairman of
Putin’s powerful security council. “Let’s imagine
obviously this situation which will never be
realised - but nevertheless lets imagine that it
was realised: The current head of the nuclear
state went to a territory, say Germany, and was

arrested,” Medvedev said.

5 migrants drown

off Tunisia coast
28 people missing

AFP, Tunis

Five migrants from sub-Saharan Africa drowned
and another 28 were missing Wednesday after
their boat capsized off' Tunisia, a rights group
said. “Five migrants’ bodies were recovered and
five other migrants were rescued, but 28 are
still missing,” said Romdhane Ben Amor of the
Tunisian Forum for social and economic rights
(FTDES). He said it had sunk “because it was
overloaded” with 38 people, mostly from the Ivory
Coast. The boat had set off from the coastal region
of Sfax in the direction of the Italian island of
Lampedusa, a popular launchpad for people from
people escaping war and persecution across Africa
to try to reach safety in Europe. The sinking is the
latest such tragedy on the central Mediterranean,
known as the world’s deadliest migration route.
It comes a month after President Kais Saied
made an incendiary speech accusing migrants
from sub-Saharan Africa of representing a “plot”
against Tunisia and causing a wave of crime. His
comments sparked a wave of violence against
black migrants, and landlords fearing fines evicted
hundreds of people who are now camping in the
streets of Tunis.
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Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Chief Controller of Stores ,
Bangladesh Railway -
Pahartali, Chittagong-4202 > &
Telephone: 031-659604 E-mail: cespht@railway.gov.bd
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No. CCS/eGP Notice/2023

e-Tender Notice
Notice No. 2023/03

e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Porial (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) by Chief Controller of Stores,

Date: 23/03/2023

Bangladesh Railway, Pahartali, Chattogram for the Procurement of Goods as stated below:
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SL Tender/Proposal Tender/Proposal Package No. and Procurement nature, Tender/proposal
No. ID description type & method closing date & time
1. 795585 54.01.1543.332.22.03.23 Goods NCT OTM 13-Apr-2023
Procurement of S.M Sheet Black size: 13:00
B ft x 4 ft x 3116 inch etc.

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no offline/hard copies wil

be accepted.

To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP System Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required. The fees
for downloading the e-Tender documents from the National e-GP System Portal have to be deposited online branches of

any registered bank branches.

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-GP help desk

(helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd).
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Md. Shariful Islam
Assistant Controller of Stores (P-2)
Phone: 01714229922
On the behalf of CCS/PHT




