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Halim, who was arrested on 
Wednesday night over the 
explosion, to jail.

Halim claimed that there 
was a body-spray bottle in 
his bag, not any explosive 
substance, said Md 
Shahidul Islam, Noakhali 
Police superintendent.

Halim was assigned to 
take care of the mosque, 
and he used to reside in it.

On Tuesday night, an 
explosion took place on 
the first floor of a model 
mosque at Begumganj 
upazila’s Alipur. However, 
none was hurt. 

Meanwhile, the district 
administration yesterday 
formed a five-member 
probe body to investigate 
the explosion and 
submit a report by three 
working days, said Dewan 
Mahbubur Rahman, 
deputy commissioner of 
Noakhali.

[Our Noakhali 
correspondent contributed 
to the report]
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their injuries at Sher-e-
Bangla Medical College 
Hospital in Barishal.

At the protest yesterday, 
their classmates were seen 
mourning the loss.

A 10th-grader said he 
was also injured in the 
attack carried out due to a 
quarrel over senior-junior 
issues.

The victims’ classmate 
Md Shihab Uddin said, 
“Both the two [the deceased] 
were brilliant students. 
Their deaths cannot be 
accepted in any way.”

Another classmate 

Rabeya Bashri said their 
protest will continue until 
the attackers are arrested.

The school head-
teacher Mizanur Rahman 
expressed anger at police 
for not being able to arrest 
any of the attackers.

Parents and locals also 
participated in the protest, 
demanding the attackers’ 
speedy arrest and trial.

Contacted, Baufal 
Police Station Officer-in-
Charge Al Mamun said 
operations are on to arrest 
them. “Hopefully we will be 
successful within a short 
time.”

LNG imports likely to increase
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on a total of 46 gas wells in 
three years. 

“We have reduced the 
duration and decided to 
drill those wells within 
the next two years. But if 
we find gas in any of those 
wells, it will need at least 
three years to supply gas 
from these sources after 
building the process plant. 
If we find gas in offshore 
sources [below the ocean 
floors], it will take at least 
8 to 10 years,” said the 
Petrobangla chair. 

Sarker also mentioned 
that they have plans to 
build three LNG terminals 

as well.
The country has two 

floating re-gasification 
terminals in Cox’s Bazar’s 
Moheshkhali, which are 
being operated by Summit 
Group and Excelerate 
Energy.

“We are in talks with 
Excelerate Energy to build 
another floating terminal 
in Patuakhali’s Payra and 
with Summit to build 
another in Moheshkhali. 
The country’s first land-
based re-gasification 
terminal will be built in 
Moheshkhali, which is 
waiting for PDB’s consent.”

“We have long-term 

contracts with Qatar and 
Oman and are trying to 
sign two new deals,” added 
the Petrobangla chair. 

Due to the hike in LNG 
prices, the government 
suspended LNG purchases 
for seven months last year, 
which resumed in February. 
“We will purchase at least 
12 LNG cargo from the spot 
market till June.” 

Currently, the gas 
demand in the country 
is around 4,000 million 
cubic feet a day (mmcfd), 
out of which, Petrobangla 
can supply around 2,900 
mmcfd from local sources 
and imports. 
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compete in elections under 
the party banner as the 
government scrapped their 
registration, the platform 
said the government never 
cancelled it.

“Jamaat is an anti-
democratic fascist party 
which does not obey the 
constitution. That’s why 
the High Court scrapped 
its registration, not the 
government,” added the 
statement.

The signatories to the 
statement include Justice 
Shamsul Huda; former 
Supreme Court justice AHM 
Shamsuddin Choudhury 
Manik; Barrister Shafique 
Ahmed; Prof Anupam 
Sen; eminent thespian 
Ramendu Majumdar; 
noted artists Hashem Khan 
and Rafiqun Nabi; writer, 
historian and war-crimes 
researcher Shahriar Kabir; 
Prof Muntasir Mamun; Prof 
Muhammed Zafar Iqbal.
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without any warrant must 
be stopped,” he said.

“Even our leaders and 
activists are being arrested 
from regular events in 
hotels and clubs,” he said.

During Ramadan, Aman 
said they will arrange iftar 
mahfils at every thana of 
the capital, and they sought 
cooperation from DMP 
authorities in holding these 
programmes smoothly 
without any obstruction.

He said they also talked 
to the DMP boss about 
their programmes taken 
to celebrate Independence 
Day.

Aman said the DMP 

commissioner talked to 
them very sincerely and 
assured them of taking 
steps as per their request.

About the arrest, Aman 
said the DMP chief told 
them that they will take 
measures so that no one is 
arrested without a warrant 
in the future.

The other members of 
the delegation are BNP 
Dhaka south city convener 
Abdus Salam, publicity 
secretary Shahid Uddin 
Chowdhury Anee, Dhaka 
south city unit member 
secretary Rafiqul Alam 
Mojnu and north city unit 
member secretary Aminul 
Haq.
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During a visit to the 
Nayapara project site, this 
correspondent talked to 
the beneficiaries, who 
expressed their gratitude 
to the premier.

A total of 142 families 
have been accommodated 
in the Nayapara site, 
built on eight acres of 
government khas land. 
The house allotted to each 
family has a kitchen, toilet 
and a place for raising 
poultry and growing 
vegetables in the yard.

A mosque, primary 
school and community 
centre are also being 
constructed at the 
Nayapara site. The supply 
of clean drinking water and 
solar power has also been 
arranged.

The beneficiaries of the 
project, who were either 
living under the open sky 
or on others’ land, did 
not have to spend a single 
penny for the utilities that 
came with the house.

“I couldn’t even afford 

to lay a single brick. Now, I 
have a house,” 76-year-old 
Mohammad Ali told this 
correspondent.

60-year-old Jamila 
Khatun said, “ I used to 
stay in others’ kitchens or 
cowsheds. No chairman or 
members gave us anything. 
Only Sheikh Hasina stood 
by us.”

A total of 1,817 houses 
have been constructed in 
five upazilas of Gazipur 
in three phases, Deputy 
Commissioner of Gazipur 
Anisur Rahman told 
reporters during a visit to 
the site.

Earlier on January 23, 
2021, the government 
provided 63,999 houses in 
the first phase, and 53,330 
houses on June 20, 2021, 
in the second phase under 
the Ashrayan-2 project. In 
the first stage of the third 
phase, 32,904 houses were 
handed over on April 26 
last year, while 26,229 more 
were handed over in the 
second stage on July 21.
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