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more districts

Declares PM handing over
39,365 houses in 493 upazilas

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina vyesterday said her
government has been working to ensure all homeless
people get houses with land.

“Not a single person will remain homeless or landless in
Bangladesh. We’ve been working to implement this goal,”
she said while providing 39,365 more houses with two-
decimal land in the fourth phase under the Ashrayan-2
project to landless and homeless families.

This takes the total number of houses handed over
since January 2021 to 215,827 under the Ashrayan-2
project of the Prime Minister’s Office.

Hasina joined the event virtually from the Gono Bhaban.
On her behalf, ministers, lawmakers and upazila chairmen,
divisional commissioners, deputy commissioners and
upazila nirbahi officers, who were present at different
project sites, handed over the house and land documents
to the beneficiaries of 493 upazilas across the country.

With the distribution of the houses, nine districts and
211 upazilas now have no one without a home or land.

Hasina also declared seven more districts and 159 more

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4

MADARIPUR ROAD CRASH
No guardrail
on that part of

expressway
Says govt probe body

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Shariatpur

The point at which the bus, involved in the Madarlpur
accident that claimed 19 lives, veered off the Dhaka-
Bhanga expressway had no guardrails to prevent the
crash, according (o a probe report.

“It is noticeable that guardrails are set up on both sides
of expressways and their median dividers, as vehicles ply
at highspeed. Guardrails were visible on this [Dhaka-
Bhanga| expressway too. But there wasn’t one set up at
that particular point where the accident took place,” the
report said.

As a result, the bus veered off the road without
obstruction when its driver lost control over the steering.

The bus then crashed with the wing wall of the
underpass beneath the expressway and fell to the ground
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The previously homeless people in Nayapara of Gazipur’s Sreepur beaming as they hold up the deeds to their new homes. Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, as part of the fourth phase of the Ashrayan-2 project, yesterday virtually handed over houses with two-decimal land to

landless and homeless families.

2 secys barraged with
queries on road safety

They say the ministry may have flaws

- A

Ramadan of 1444 Hijri
will begin in the country
tomorrow as the new moon
was not sighted yesterday.

The decision was taken
ata meeting of the National
Moon Sighting Committee
at the conference room
of Islamic Foundation at
Baitul Mukarram National
Mosque yesterday evening,
read a press release.

State  Minister  for
Religious  Affairs  and
National Moon Sighting
Committee President
Md Faridul Haque Khan
presided over the meeting.

As per the decision,
the holy Shab-e-Qadr or
Lailatul Qadr, the night
when the first verses
of the holy Quran were
revealed to Prophet Hazrat
Muhammad (PBUH), will
be observed on the night of
April 18.

Muslims are meant (o
fast from dawn to dusk
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Tigers look
to seal series
today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Ingredients for
life on Earth
came from space

Suggests asteroid discovery

After dominant

but also has success stories

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Amid growing criticism  over
road safety and poor project
implementation against the road
transport and bridges ministry and
its minister, two secretaries of the
ministry yesterday faced a torrent of
questions from reporters.

At a press conference, Monjur
Hossain, secretary of Bridges Division,
and ABM Amin Ullah Nuri, secretary
of Road Transport and Highways
Division, said the ministry may have
some flaws but also has many success
stories, which should be highlighted.

Different media, on a regular basis,
run reports on the lack of road safety,
frequent crashes and deaths. Besides,

time and cost overrun of development
projects under the ministry grab
headlines regularly.

Road safety issues came to the fore
again after 19 people were killed and
27 others injured after a bus veered
off the Dhaka-Bhanga expressway on
Sunday. Later, it was found that the
bus was unfit and its route permit was
suspended in November last year.

“We are here so that we can
clear our position regarding some
recent newspaper reports [about
the ministry],” Monjur said at the
unscheduled briefing at the Road
Transport and Highways Division.

“We -- both the divisions -- have
success stories and we won’t claim

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

performances in the first
two ODIs, Bangladesh
will be looking to seal the
three-match series against
Ireland when the sides meet
for the third and final game
at the Sylhet International
Cricket Stadium today. The
match is scheduled to start
at 2:30pm local time.

The Tigers re-wrote
history by posting their
highest ODI total as they
won the first match before
bettering that mark in the
second game, the latter
also  seeing  Mushfiqur
Rahim hit the fastest
hundred by a Bangladeshi.
Unfortunately, the second
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REUTERS

Two organic compounds
essential  for  living
organisms have been

found in  samples
retrieved from the
asteroid Ryugu,
buttressing the notion
that some ingredients
crucial for the advent
of life arrived on Earth
aboard rocks from space
billions of years ago.
Scientists said on Tuesday
they detected uracil and niacin in

rocks obtained by the Japanese Space Agency’s
Hayabusa2 spacecraft from two sites on Ryugu
in 2019. Uracil is one of the chemical building

SEE PAGE 6 COL 3

Garbage dumping and pollution have turned the water black in a tributary of the Buriganga in the capital’s

Kamrangirchar. The photo was taken on Monday.

Lawyer killed
in road crash
in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A lawyer was killed when
a bus hit his motorcycle
in Wireless Gate area of
the capital’'s Moghbazar
yesterday evening.

The  victim, Anisul
Haque Saki, 25, used to
practise law at Dhaka
Judge’s Court. He was a
resident of Dakshinkhan.

Abdul  Kadir, sub-
inspector of Hatirjheel
Police Station, said the

bus hit the motorcycle
when the victim was
SEE PAGE 2 COL 5
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Russia launches fresh
attack on Ukraine

7 Killed; Xi departs Moscow after show
of solidarity with Putin

REUTERS, Kyviv/Zaporizhzhia

Russia blasted an apartment block in
Ukraine with missiles yesterday after
launching a swarm of drones at cities
overnight, a deadly display of force
following a solidarity visit by China’s
leader Xi Jinping.

Ukraine’s  President  Volodymyr
Zelensky tweeted security camera
video of a residential apartment block
in the southern city of Zaporizhzhia
exploding as it was struck with a missile

in broad daylight.

Regional authorities said at least
one person was confirmed dead and 25
wounded in the strike.

“Right now, residential areas where
ordinary people and children live are
being fired at,” Zelensky wrote. “This
must not become ‘just another day’ in
Ukraine or anywhere else in the world.
The world needs greater unity and
determination to defeat Russian terror
faster and protect lives.”
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