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REUTERS, United Nations

The United States, China and 
Russia argued during a United 
Nations Security Council meeting 
on Monday over who was to blame 
for spurring North Korea’s dozens 
of ballistic missile launches and 
development of a nuclear weapons 
programme.

The 15-member council met over 
what Pyongyang said was the launch 
on Thursday of its largest Hwasong-17 

intercontinental ballistic missile. 
North Korea has been under UN 
sanctions for its missile and nuclear 
programmes since 2006.

China and Russia blamed joint 
military drills by the United States 
and South Korea for provoking 
Pyongyang while Washington 
accuses Beijing and Moscow of 
emboldening North Korea by 
shielding it from more sanctions.

UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres “remains deeply 

concerned over the divisions that 
have prevented the international 
community from acting on this 
matter,” a senior UN official said at 
the meeting. 

Russia’s deputy UN Ambassador 
Anna Evstigneeva described the US 
and South Korean military activity 
as “unprecedented,” while China’s 
deputy UN Ambassador Geng 
Shuang questioned whether they 
were defensive drills and blamed 
them for heightening tensions. 

RIGHTS ISSUES IN INDIA

US report lists 
‘significant’ abuses
REUTERS, Washington

The annual US report on human rights practices released 
on Monday listed “significant human rights issues” and 
abuses in India, including reported targeting of religious 
minorities, dissidents and journalists, the US State 
Department said.

The findings come nearly a year after Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken said the US was monitoring what 
he described as a rise in human rights abuses in India by 
some government, police and prison officials.

Significant human rights issues in India have 
included credible reports of the government or its 
agents conducting extrajudicial killings; torture or cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment by police 
and prison officials; political prisoners or detainees; and 
unjustified arrests or prosecutions of journalists, the US 
report added.
Advocacy groups raised concerns over what they see as 
a deteriorating human rights situation in India in recent 
years under Bharatiya Janata Party of PM Narendra Modi. 

A man stands outside a burning house after shelling in the town of Chasiv Yar, near Bakhmut, yesterday, amid 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine. PHOTO: AFP

CRISIS OVER EX-PM IMRAN

Pak parliament 
summoned
REUTERS, Islamabad

Pakistan’s parliament is set to meet in a special 
joint session today to “take important decisions” 
to enforce the state’s authority, media reported, 
in the midst of prolonged anti-government 
defiance by former Prime Minister Imran Khan. 
Former cricket star Khan was prime minister 
from 2018 until 2022, when he was ousted from 
office in a parliamentary vote. Since then, he 
has been demanding a new election and holding 
protests across the country to press his case. His 
supporters have clashed with police several times 
over recent days as authorities try to force him to 
appear in court in connection with various cases 
brought against him. The office of the speaker of 
parliament, in calling today’s joint session, did 
not give a reason but the state-run Associated 
Press of Pakistan (APP) said the ruling coalition 
had called for parliament to “take important 
decisions” to ensure the writ of the state was 
enforced. 

TERROR FUNDING CHARGES

India arrests 
Kashmiri journo
AFP, Srinagar

Anti-terrorism officers have arrested a 
journalist and rights group worker from Indian-
administered Kashmir over accusations he was 
involved in “funding terror activities”, authorities 
said yesterday. Irfan Mehraj, a freelance journalist 
and magazine editor, was summoned on Monday 
to a police facility in the main city of Srinagar 
where members of the National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) took him into custody, the agency 
said in a statement. 

London police force 
racist: report
AFP, London

London’s Metropolitan Police is institutionally racist, sex-
ist and homophobic and could still be employing rapists 
and murderers, a scathing independent review of Britain’s 
largest force concluded yesterday. 
The report, written by government official Louise Casey, 
was commissioned after the kidnap, rape and murder two 
years ago of a London woman, Sarah Everard, by serving 
Metropolitan Police officer Wayne Couzens. 
Since then another officer, David Carrick, was also jailed 
for life for dozens of rapes. Casey found those shock-
ing crimes were perpetrated in a pervasive culture of 
“deep-seated homophobia” and predatory behaviour.

US, Russia, China argue at UN
Washington accuses Moscow, Beijing of ‘encouraging’ North 

Korea missile launches

“Many Allies have announced significant defence 
spending increases since Russia’s invasion. Now 

these pledges must turn into real cash, contracts, 
and concrete equipment, because defence 

spending underpins everything we do.”
 

Nato chief Jens Stoltberg on
 Russia’s invasion of Ukraine


