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perpetrators, including 
those threatening to kill 
us, should be brought to 
justice,” Ahmad Tabshir 
Choudhury, AMJ’s head of 
external relations, public 
relations, press and media, 
said at the press conference.

After the press 
conference, Tabshir told 
The Daily Star that during 
the first 10 years of the 
incumbent government 
(2009 – 2018), AMJ has 
seen a significant decline in 
the number of onslaughts 
that they faced during the 
earlier government (BNP-

Jamat). From 2003 to 
2006, at least 36 attacks 
were carried out against 
AMJ, he added. 

Tabshir, however, 
said from the beginning 
of 2019, renewed and 
planned activities against 
Ahmadiyyas in Bangladesh 
have been evident. 

“We believe that a new 
conspiracy to destabilise 
the country and interrupt 
the much-apprised 
development is being 
formalised. And in such 
a situation, when there is 
no other issue, the ‘Anti-
Ahmadiyya issue’ is the 

most lucrative one to the 
anti-state elements,” said 
Tabshir. 

A group of religious 
bigots attacked, looted, 
vandalised and set fire to 186 
houses of Ahmadiyyas at 
three villages in Panchagarh 
from March 2 to March 4, 
centring the 98th annual 
meeting of AMJ.

Around 30 shops and 
business establishments 
owned by Ahmadiyyas were 
looted and vandalised. 
Many places were set on 
fire. The total financial loss 
is about Tk 11 crore, Tabshir 
mentioned.

Neyamot gets
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and an open front porch. 
The Nayapara project site 
will also have a primary 
school, playground, mosque, 
and community centre.

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina will virtually kick 
off the handover ceremony 
of the fourth phase of the 
project today, and 39,365 
people in Gazipur, Sylhet 
and Barishal will receive 
houses. 

Iqbal Hossain Shabuj, 
the lawmaker of Gazipur -3 
constituency and general 
secretary of Gazipur 
district unit Awami League, 
promised to arrange 
employment for those who 
received houses. 

“We want them to be 
self-dependent and join 
hands in building the 
nation,” he said.
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FROM PAGE 3 

In 2013, the health ministry 
published a job circular 
to appoint around 450 
medical technologists, 
which later was postponed 
due to “legal complexities”.

In 2020, appointments 
of 889 technologists were 
also cancelled at the final 
stage due to an allegation 
of financial irregularities.

“... The authorities 
have been delaying the 
examination to complete 
the appointment process 
without any reason,” 
Shafiqul Islam, president of 
BPSMTA, told The Daily Star.

The organisation also 
demanded for a fair and 
transparent appointment 
process.

There are around 25,000 
medical technologists in 
the country. Of them, only 
5,000 are employed in 
public hospitals.

Govt officials
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administrators have failed 
to safeguard rivers, and 
that government bodies 
like WDB, Department of 
Environment, and even 
NRCC should be held 
responsible for the officials’ 
actions.

Shahjahan Mondal, 
professor of water and 
flood management at 
Buet, criticised WDB for 
neglecting its primary 
responsibility of protecting 
waterbodies. “WDB is 
currently attempting to 
destroy the rivers through 
large projects.”

Shamsul Huda, 
executive director of ALRD, 
said, “The incompetence 
and mismanagement of 
government officials are 
responsible for the bad 
condition of rivers, canals, 
and haors.” 

Presiding over the event, 
ALRD Chairperson Khushi 
Kabir expressed concern 
about the lack of action by 
the government against 
illegally grabbing rivers.

Women, elderly worst sufferers
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Department of Cardiology 
at BSMMU; and Prof 
Sharfuddin Ahmed, vice 
chancellor of BSMMU were 
present at the event.

Farzana Afroze, 
associate scientist of the 
Nutrition and Clinical 
Service Division at the 
icddr,b and the principal 
investigator of the study 
presented the key findings.

Asked why females 
suffer from post-Covid 
complications more than 
males, Dr Nazmul Hasan, 
associate professor of 
internal at BSMMU and 
member of the study 
team, said, “We have not 
investigated the reasons. 
However, it may be because 
females usually have less 
immunity and access to 
healthcare than males in 

our country.”
Researchers also said 

long-term complications 
among hospitalised 
patients and those needing 
intensive care were 2-3 
times more likely than the 
non-hospitalised patients.

Hospitalised survivors 
with pre-existing diabetes 
had a 9 to 11 times higher 
possibility of having 
uncontrolled blood 
sugar, despite regular 
medication.

The new occurrence 
of diabetes was 10 cases 
per 1,000 person - among 
hospitalised patients, 
compared to none in the 
non-hospitalised group.

Similarly, the new 
occurrence of kidney 
and liver illness was 
considerably high among 
Covid-19 survivors.

Researchers said most 
complications decreased 
over time in both groups.

However, shortness 
of breath, fast pulse 
rate, post-traumatic 
stress disorder, anxiety 
and depression did not 
decline significantly in 
the non-hospitalised 
group, even five months 
after recovery.

The study participants 
will be followed up for 24 
months.

Speaking at the 
occasion, Dr Tahmeed 
Ahmed, executive director 
of icddr,b, said, “The 
research will be a success 
when people who have 
been hospitalised due 
to Covid-19 maintain 
regular monitoring of 
complications and address 
them accordingly.”

3 cops sued, closed to police lines
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Then, local Awami League 
leader Kazi Delwar Hossain 
reported the matter to 
police, alleging of sound 
pollution.

Babuganj police rushed 
to the spot and asked them 
to stop playing music. At 
that time, police locked 
into an altercation with 
local youths and women.

At one stage, the three 
accused police officers 
assaulted Akashi Begum 
(35), wife of Hemayet 
Molla, who organised the 
picnic; Rashida Begum 
(45) and Mala Begum, her 
daughter.

Later, police took them 
to the station and filed 
a case against 13 people, 
including the arrested 
three, accusing them of 
obstructing police from 
performing duties and 
injuring officers with an 
intention to kill.

The arrested were sent 
to jail, and on March 12, 
when they were produced 
before court, they showed 
a judicial magistrate 
injury signs and alleged 
that the three officers 
tortured them in custody, 
confirmed court staff 
Yeasin.

In view of this, Nurul 

Amin, judge of Barishal 
Judicial Magistrate 
Court-3, ordered to register 
a case against the accused 
law enforcers within 24 
hours and to investigate 
the incident.
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No legal bar
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chamber judge rejected the 
petition of MA Aziz Khan 
on the ground that there 
was no breach of law and 
constitution in electing 
Shahabuddin as president 
of the republic as the post 
of president is not the office 
of profit in the service.

A mobile court of Chattogram District Administration yesterday demolished more than 300 illegal structures built 
on Chattogram Medical College Hospital land. The authorities conducted the drive to pave the way for a multi-
storey 150-bed modern burn and plastic surgery unit. PHOTO: STAR

Ensure equal 
opportunities 
for children
Speakers tell event

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Equal opportunities and 
a congenial academic 
atmosphere are crucial 
to developing the inner 
potential of each child, 
irrespective of gender, 
said speakers at an event 
yesterday.

They were speaking at a 
programme, titled “Model 
School Fair”, organised 
by Plan International 
Bangladesh and Surovi 
with support from 
Directorate of Secondary & 
Higher Education (DSHE) 
under the “Child Bride 
to Bookworm” project. 
The fair took place on the 
Maniknagar Model High 
School premises in Dhaka.

Prof Mohammad 
Belal Hossain of DSHE 
inaugurated the event as  
chief guest. Ashik Billah, 
head of Central and Northern 
Region of Plan International 
Bangladesh; and Dr Ferdousi 
Begum, SRHR lead of Plan 
International Bangladesh, 
spoke at the programme, 
among others.


