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and an open front porch. 
The Nayapara project 

site will also have a primary 
school, playground, mosque, 
and community centre.

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina will virtually kick 
off the handover ceremony 
of the fourth phase of the 
project today. 

A total of 39,365 
people in Gazipur, Sylhet 
and Barishal will receive 
houses. 

Iqbal Hossain Shabuj, 
the lawmaker of Gazipur -3 
constituency and general 
secretary of Gazipur 
district unit Awami League, 
promised to arrange 
employment for those who 
received houses. 

“We want them to be 
self-dependent and join 
hands in building the 
nation,” he said.
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In 2013, the health ministry 
published a job circular 
to appoint around 450 
medical technologists, 
which later was postponed 
due to “legal complexities”.

In 2020, appointments 
of 889 technologists were 
also cancelled at the final 
stage due to an allegation 
of financial irregularities.

“... The authorities 
have been delaying the 
examination to complete 
the appointment process 
without any reason,” 
Shafiqul Islam, president of 
BPSMTA, told The Daily Star.

The organisation also 
demanded for a fair and 
transparent appointment 
process.

There are around 25,000 
medical technologists in 
the country. Of them, only 
5,000 are employed in 
public hospitals.

3 cops sued, closed to police lines
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Then, local Awami League 
leader Kazi Delwar Hossain 
reported the matter to 
police, alleging of sound 
pollution.

Babuganj police 
rushed to the spot and 
asked them to stop 
playing music. At that 
time, police locked into 
an altercation with local 
youths and women.

At one stage, the three 
accused police officers 
assaulted Akashi Begum 

(35), wife of Hemayet 
Molla, who organised the 
picnic; Rashida Begum 
(45) and Mala Begum, her 
daughter.

Later, police took them 
to the station and filed 
a case against 13 people, 
including the arrested 
three, accusing them of 
obstructing police from 
performing duties and 
injuring officers with an 
intention to kill.

The arrested were sent 
to jail, and on March 12, 

when they were produced 
before court, they showed 
a judicial magistrate 
injury signs and alleged 
that the three officers 
tortured them in custody, 
confirmed court staff 
Yeasin.

In view of this, Nurul 
Amin, judge of Barishal 
Judicial Magistrate 
Court-3, ordered to register 
a case against the accused 
law enforcers within 24 
hours and to investigate 
the incident.
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and refugee rights.
“The first shortcoming 

is that it is a report on a 
country published by a 
friendly country,” Shahriar 
Alam told journalists at the 
ministry yesterday.

Despite promises that 
the US will give chance for 
providing a defence, there 
was no such scope given to 
Bangladesh.

He said the information 
in the report is collected 
from open sources, which 
proves that the government 
does not obstruct the 
media from publishing any 
news.

The US report referred 
to the NGO Odhikar, which 
has no valid registration for 
operation, said Shahriar. 

“We clearly said any 
NGO or CSO, which has 

a political history and 
identity, has no scope to be 
considered neutral. If such 
shortcomings continue to 
remain, the acceptability of 
the reports will be lost,” he 
added. 

Shahriar said the 
UN Working Group on 
Enforced Disappearances 
report mentioned 81 cases 
of disappearances but the 
actual number is 76. 

“Bangladesh already 
wrote to the UN group 
that 10 of them were 
identified. Later, 
the group made the 
corrections. However, 
the US report vaguely 
mentioned Bangladesh’s 
claim of identifying 10 
of them, giving rise to 
confusion.” 

The US report said 
Bangladesh’s constitution 

facilitates a parliamentary 
form of government that 
consolidates most power 
in the Office of the Prime 
Minister.

When asked, Shahriar 
said the prime minister 
has the power as much as a 
PM should have as per the 
law of the land. A friendly 
country has no moral right 
to express its concerns in 
this regard.

“In a presidential 
democracy, the president 
operates as per the law and 
through a presidential 
order. We don’t say that 
the president is the only 
powerful person. In 
our country, you know 
how the law is framed. 
An office cannot be 
undermined this way. 
This is regretful,” said the 
minister.  

Govt officials
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undertaken by the 
Bangladesh Water 
Development Board 
(BWDB) that would 
reportedly shrink Jamuna 
river.

Muzibur further 
alleged that the district 
administrators have failed 
to safeguard rivers, and that 
government bodies like 
BWDB, the Department 
of Environment (DoE), 
and even National River 
Conservation Commission 
(NRCC) should be held 
responsible for the officials’ 
actions.

Shahjahan Mondal, 
professor of water and 
flood management at 
Buet, criticised BWDB for 
neglecting its primary 
responsibility of protecting 
waterbodies. 

BWDB is currently 
attempting to destroy 
the rivers through large 
projects, he said.

Shamsul Huda, executive 
director of Association 
for Land Reform and 
Development (ALRD), 
said, “The incompetence 
and mismanagement of 
government officials are 
responsible for the bad 
condition of rivers, canals, 
and haors.”

Presiding over the 
event, ALRD Chairperson 
Khushi Kabir expressed 
concern about the lack of 
action by the government 
against illegally grabbing 
rivers.

Women
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Hospitalised survivors 
with pre-existing diabetes 
had a 9 to 11 times higher 
possibility of having 
uncontrolled blood 
sugar, despite regular 
medication.

The new occurrence 
of diabetes was 10 cases 
per 1,000 person - among 
hospitalised patients, 
compared to none in the 
non-hospitalised group.

Similarly, the new 
occurrence of kidney 
and liver illness was 
considerably high among 
Covid-19 survivors.

According to researchers 
most complications 
decreased over time in both 
groups.

However, shortness of 
breath, fast pulse rate, 
post-traumatic stress 
disorder, anxiety and 
depression did not decline 
significantly in the non-
hospitalised group, even 
five months after recovery, 
they added.

The study participants 
will be followed up for 24 
months.

Speaking at the 
occasion, Dr Tahmeed 
Ahmed, executive director 
of icddr,b, said, “The 
research will be a success 
when people who have 
been hospitalised due 
to Covid-19 maintain 
regular monitoring of 
complications and address 
them accordingly.”

Ensure our rights to practice
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After the press conference, 
Tabshir told The Daily 
Star that during the first 
10 years of the incumbent 
government (2009 – 2018), 
AMJ has seen a significant 
decline in the number 
of onslaughts that they 
faced during the earlier 
government (BNP-Jamat). 
From 2003 to 2006, at least 
36 attacks were carried out 
against AMJ, he added.

Tabshir, however, 
said from the beginning 

of 2019, renewed and 
planned activities against 
Ahmadiyyas in Bangladesh 
have been evident.

“We believe that a new 
conspiracy to destabilise 
the country and interrupt 
the much-apprised 
development is being 
formalised. And in such 
a situation, when there is 
no other issue, the ‘Anti-
Ahmadiyya issue’ is the 
most lucrative one to the 
anti-state elements,” said 
Tabshir.

A group of religious 
bigots attacked, looted, 
vandalised and set fire to 186 
houses of Ahmadiyyas at 
three villages in Panchagarh 
from March 2 to March 4, 
centring the 98th annual 
meeting of AMJ.

Around 30 shops and 
business establishments 
owned by Ahmadiyyas were 
looted and vandalised. 
Many places were set on 
fire. The total financial loss 
is about Tk 11 crore, Tabshir 
mentioned.

No legal bar for 
Shahabuddin 
to take oath as 
president: SC
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court 
chamber judge yesterday 
upheld a High Court order 
that rejected a petition 
challenging the legality of 
the process of electing Md 
Shahabuddin as president 
of the country.

Chamber judge of the 
Appellate Division Justice 
Jahangir Hossain Selim 
rejected an appeal filed by 
MA Aziz Khan, challenging 
the HC order.

Following the apex court 
chamber judge’s order, 
there is no legal bar for 
Shahabuddin to take oath 
as president, Additional 
Attorney General Sk Md 
Morshed told reporters at a 
press briefing.

He said the judge rejected 
the petition on the ground 
that there was no breach 
of law and constitution in 
electing Shahabuddin as 
president as the post of 
president is not the office of 
profit in the service.

SCIENCE LAB BLAST

Dhaka univ student 
dies at DMCH, 
death toll now 6
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka University student 
Nur Nabi, who suffered 
critical injuries in the 
March 5 blast in Science 
Laboratory area, died at 
Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital yesterday 
afternoon.

He breathed his last 
while being treated at 
the Intensive Care Unit, 
Brig Gen Nazmul Haque, 
director of DMCH, told The 
Daily Star.

With this, the death toll 
in the blast has risen to 
six.

Nur, a fourth-year 
student of the Islamic 
Studies department, used 
to stay at Shahid Sergeant 
Zahurul Huq Hall.He was 
passing by the area during 
the blast and suffered 
injuries to his head and leg 
after debris from the blast 
fell on him. 

Nur was taken to DMCH 
immediately where he was 
being treated.

30pc women journos
FROM PAGE 3

the country is not friendly 
for women.

Mahfuz Anam, editor 
and publisher of The Daily 
Star, stressed that women 
must be given the chance 
to take on professional 
challenges.

Among others, Gitiara 
Nasreen, professor of 

Mass Communication 
and Journalism at Dhaka 
University, UNB Editor Farid 
Hossain, and President of 
Bangladesh Federal Union 
of Journalists Omar Faruk 
spoke at the event.

Nasimun Ara 
Minu, president of the 
organisation, chaired the 
event.


