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Thai PM dissolves 
parliament
Calls election
AFP, Bangkok

Thai Prime Minister Prayut Chan-O-Cha dissolved 
parliament yesterday, setting up a general election in May 
as the former coup leader seeks to extend army-backed 
rule.

The vote pits unpopular former army chief Prayut, who 
came to power in a 2014 putsch, against the daughter of 
billionaire former PM Thaksin Shinawatra, who still casts 
a shadow over the kingdom’s political scene despite more 
than a decade in exile.

The main opposition Pheu Thai group, fronted by 
Paetongtarn Shinawatra, is polling strongly but Thailand’s 
junta-scripted 2017 constitution will make it hard for her 
to secure the top job.

A statement in the official Royal Gazette published 
yesterday announced the dissolution, and the Election 
Commission will confirm the date of the poll later, with 
May 7 or 14 tipped as most likely.

The election is the second since the 2014 coup and the 
first since the country was rocked by massive, youth-led 
pro-democracy protests in Bangkok in 2020.

Unofficial campaigning has been under way for weeks, 
with rising living costs and kingdom’s sluggish recovery 
from the coronavirus pandemic high on the agenda.

Demonstrators gather during a protest in support of Iranian resistance movement and Ukraine in front of the 
European Union headquarters in Brussels yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

IMF BAILOUT

Lanka seeks 10-yr 
debt moratorium
AFP, Colombo

Cash-strapped Sri Lanka is seeking a 10-year 
moratorium on its foreign debt, President Ranil 
Wickremesinghe’s office said yesterday on the eve 
of a desperately needed $2.9 billion IMF bailout. 
Wickremesinghe’s office quoted him as saying 
the widely expected International Monetary Fund 
rescue “will only give us a breathing space where 
they will say we are no longer bankrupt”. “All 
the money we have to repay this year, I hope we 
will be given at least 10 more years to repay it,” 
Wickremesinghe told a meeting of students in 
Colombo on Sunday. He did not give details of his 
plans to restructure Sri Lanka’s $46 billion external 
debt. Sri Lanka defaulted on its foreign debt in 
April 2022 as the country plunged into its worst 
economic crisis, running out of cash to finance 
even the most essential imports and causing 
massive social unrest. Widespread protests over 
economic mismanagement, acute shortages of 
food, fuel and medicines, and runaway inflation 
forced Wickremesinghe’s predecessor Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa to flee the country and resign in July. 
IMF’s executive board was expected to sign off on 
Colombo’s bailout application later on yesterday.

RACIST REMARKS

Palestinian PM blasts 

Israeli minister
AFP, Ramallah

Palestinian Prime Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh 
yesterday blasted as “inflammatory” remarks 
made by far-right Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel 
Smotrich that Palestinians do not exist. “There are 
no Palestinians, because there are no Palestinian 
people,” Smotrich said Sunday, quoting French-
Israeli Zionist activist Jacques Kupfer, speaking at 
an event in Paris according to a video circulating 
on social media. “After 2,000 years of exile, the 
prophecies of Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Isaiah are 
beginning to come true and God is gathering his 
people, the people of Israel are returning home”, 
Smotrich said.

PUTIN ARREST WARRANT

Russia opens probe into ICC
AFP, Moscow

Russia said yesterday that it had 
opened a criminal investigation 
into International Criminal Court 
prosecutor Karim Khan after the 
court based in The Hague issued 
an arrest warrant for President 
Vladimir Putin.

“The Russian Investigative 
Committee has opened a criminal 
case against the prosecutor of 
the International Criminal Court 
Karim Ahmad Khan” and several 
ICC judges, the Investigative 
Committee said, based on their 

“unlawful” decision to seek Putin’s 
arrest.

Khan is being investigated 
on the grounds of “criminal 
prosecution of a person known to 
be innocent... and preparation of 
an attack on a representative of a 
foreign state enjoying international 
protection,” the statement from the 
Investigative Committee said.

The ICC on Friday announced 
an arrest warrant for Putin on the 
war crime accusation of unlawfully 
deporting Ukrainian children.

The Hague-based ICC said it had 
also issued a warrant against Maria 

Lvova-Belova, Russia’s presidential 
commissioner for children’s 
rights, on similar charges. Moscow 
dismissed the orders as “void”.

Meanwhile, China yesterday 
called on the ICC to avoid what 
it called “double standards” and 
respect immunity for heads of 
state, after the tribunal issued 
arrest warrant for Putin.
The court should “uphold an 
objective and impartial stance” and 
“respect the immunity of heads 
of state from jurisdiction under 
international law”, foreign ministry 
spokesperson Wang Wenbin said.

Indian police 
hunt Sikh 
separatist
CNN ONLINE

Indian authorities 
blocked internet access 
for about 27 million 
people in the state 
of Punjab for a third 
straight day yesterday 
– one of the country’s 
most extensive blackouts 
in recent years – as 
police search for a Sikh 
separatist on the run.

The Punjab 
government initially 
announced a 24-
hour internet ban on 
Saturday as authorities 
launched an operation 
to arrest Amritpal 
Singh, a popular leader 
within separatist 
Khalistan movement 
that seeks to establish 
a sovereign state. The 
internet shutdown was 
extended for a third time 
to midday today.

PAK POLICE CRACKDOWN

Dozens of Imran’s 
supporters arrested
REUTERS, Lahore/Islamabad

Police in Pakistan have arrested dozens of supporters and 
aides of former prime minister Imran Khan in raids in two 
cities as part of a crackdown on those involved in recent 
clashes with the security forces, Khan’s party and police 
said yesterday.

Khan has asked the chief justice of Pakistan to allow 
him to appear for court proceedings virtually to reduce 
the risk of any threat to his life, he said in a video message 
yesterday, as his Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party 
prepared for a rally in Lahore on Wednesday.

Supporters of Khan’s party, clashed with police in the 
city of Lahore last week as they attempted to arrest him at 
his home, and later with police in Islamabad as he arrived 
to appear before a court on Saturday. 

“My life is in danger, why must I appear in court,” said 
Khan in a live video stream, asking to appear by video 
conference for court proceedings and vowing: “I will 
appear for all cases”.

Khan, a former cricket star, was prime minister from 
2018 until 2022, when he was ousted from office in a 
parliamentary vote. 

“I have described Japan’s plan to develop a free 
and open Indo-Pacific. To achieve this, India is an 
indispensable partner.”

Japanese PM Fumio Kishida 
says after talks with Indian PM Narendra Modi


