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Thai PM dissolves
parliament

Calls election

AFP, Bangkok

Thai Prime Minister Prayut Chan-O-Cha dissolved
parliament yesterday, setting up a general election in May
as the former coup leader seeks to extend army-backed
rule.

The vote pits unpopular former army chief Prayut, who

came o power in a 2014 putsch, against the daughter of

billionaire former PM Thaksin Shinawatra, who still casts
a shadow over the kingdom'’s political scene despite more
than a decade in exile.

The main opposition Pheu Thai group, fronted by
Paetongtarn Shinawatra, is polling strongly but Thailand’s
junta-scripted 2017 constitution will make it hard for her
to secure the top job.

A statement in the official Royal Gazette published
yesterday announced the dissolution, and the Election
Commission will confirm the date of the poll later, with
May 7 or 14 tipped as most likely.

The election is the second since the 2014 coup and the
first since the country was rocked by massive, youth-led
pro-democracy protests in Bangkok in 2020.

Unofficial campaigning has been under way for weeks,
with rising living costs and kingdom’s sluggish recovery
from the coronavirus pandemic high on the agenda.

PAK POLICE CRACKDOWN
Dozens of Imran’s

supporters arrested

REUTERS, Lahore/Islamabad

Police in Pakistan have arrested dozens of supporters and
aides of former prime minister Imran Khan in raids in two
cities as part of a crackdown on those involved in recent
clashes with the security forces, Khan’s party and police
said yesterday.

Khan has asked the chief justice of Pakistan to allow
him to appear for court proceedings virtually to reduce
the risk of any threat to his life, he said in a video message
yesterday, as his Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party
prepared for a rally in Lahore on Wednesday.

Supporters of Khan’s party, clashed with police in the
city of Lahore last week as they attempted to arrest him at
his home, and later with police in Islamabad as he arrived
to appear before a court on Saturday.

“My life is in danger, why must I appear in court,” said
Khan in a live video stream, asking to appear by video
conference for court proceedings and vowing: “I will
appear for all cases”.

Khan, a former cricket star, was prime minister from
2018 until 2022, when he was ousted from office in a
parliamentary vote.

Demonstrators gather during a protest in support of Iranian resistance movement and Ukraine in front of the

European Union headquarters in Brussels yesterday.

PUTIN ARREST WARRANT

Russia opens probe into ICC

LAND ROW WITH AMARTYA SEN

Visva-Bharati
says land still
owned by univ

OUR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi

Visva-Bharati University in Santiniketan yesterday
said although the mutation of the disputed 13
decimal plot has been done in economist Amartya
Sen’s name, its ownership remains vested with
the university. On Sunday, the University issued
a show cause notice to the Nobel laureate asking
him why an eviction order will not be issued
against him for not vacating the land he is allegedly
occupying illegally. Addressing a press conference
in Santiniketan, the university’s acting Registrar
AshokMahatosaid only the name of theland’slease-
holder has changed from Ashutosh Sen, Amartya
Sen’s father, to the economist. Sen has been asked
by Visva Bharati to respond to the notice by March
24. Visva Bharati claims Sen is in possession of 1.38
acres of land on the Santiniketan campus, which
is in excess of his legal entitlement of 1.25 acres.
The economist had earlier asserted that most of
the land he is holding in the Santiniketan campus
was purchased from the market by his father while
some other plots were taken on lease. Mahato said
only 1.25 acres were leased to Ashutosh Sen but not
the entire 1.38 acres.

PHOTO: AFP

Lanka seeks 10-yr
debt moratorium

AFP, Moscow

Russia said yesterday that it had
opened a criminal investigation
into International Criminal Court
prosecutor Karim Khan after the
court based in The Hague issued
an arrest warrant for President
Vladimir Putin.

“The  Russian  Investigative
Committee has opened a criminal
case against the prosecutor of
the International Criminal Court
Karim Ahmad Khan” and several
ICC judges, the Investigative
Committee said, based on their

“unlawful” decision to seek Putin’s
arrest.

Khan is being investigated
on the grounds of “criminal
prosecution of a person known to
be innocent... and preparation of
an attack on a representative of a
foreign state enjoying international
protection,” the statement from the
Investigative Committee said.

The ICC on Friday announced
an arrest warrant for Putin on the
war crime accusation of unlawfully
deporting Ukrainian children.

The Hague-based ICC said it had
also issued a warrant against Maria

Lvova-Belova, Russia’s presidential
commissioner for children’s
rights, on similar charges. Moscow
dismissed the orders as “void”.
Meanwhile, China yesterday
called on the ICC to avoid what
it called “double standards” and
respect immunity for heads of
state, after the tribunal issued
arrest warrant for Putin.
The court should “uphold an
objective and impartial stance” and
“respect the immunity of heads
of state from jurisdiction under
international law”, foreign ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin said.

AFP, Colombo

Cash-strapped Sri Lanka is seeking a 10-year
moratorium on its foreign debt, President Ranil
Wickremesinghe’s office said yesterday on the eve
of a desperately needed $2.9 billion IMF bailout.
Wickremesinghe’s office quoted him as saying
the widely expected International Monetary Fund
rescue “will only give us a breathing space where
they will say we are no longer bankrupt”. “All
the money we have (o repay this year, I hope we
will be given at least 10 more years to repay it,”
Wickremesinghe told a meeting of students in
Colombo on Sunday. He did not give details of
his plans to restructure Sri Lanka’s $46 billion
external debt.

. “I have described Japan’s plan to develop a free
[," ‘ ‘ and open Indo-Pacific. To achieve this, India is an
) 1nd1sp ensable DETUILET Japanese PM Fumio Kishida

says after talks with Indian PM Narendra Modi
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blocked internet access
for about 27 million
people in the state
of Punjab for a third
straight day yesterday
— one of the country’s
most extensive blackouts
in recent years - as
police search for a Sikh
separatist on the run.

Punjab
government initially
announced a 24-
hour internet ban on

oI,

that seeks to establish
a sovereign state. The
internet shutdown was
extended for a third time
to midday today.

SOUTH ASIAN UNIVERSITY

(Jointly established by SAARC Member Nations)
Rajpur Road, Maidan Garhi, New Delhi- 110068, India

KNOWLEDGE ks

BORDERS
Admissions
2023-24

Learning gets a whole new meaning at
South Asian University (SAU).

Established and funded by the governments
of the eight SAARC nations, SAU provides a
world-class learning experience with a
dynamicenvironment and focus on building
a culture of understanding and Regional
Consciousness.

MASTER'S & PhD PROGRAMMES

|App|n d) Mathematics | Biote |_hr1u|uh1'
Computer Sclence | Economics
International Relations | Legal Studies | Sociology

HIGHLIGHTS

Quotas for students from SAARC countries
Globally recruited Faculty

State-of-the-art Biotechnology laboratories
WiFi-enabled campus

Special multiple entry SAU Visa
Scholarships & Financial Ald schemes
Hostel facilities

Apply by : 31 March, 2023
Entrance Test on : 29 & 30 April, 2023
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For more detalls, write to
admission@sau.int
or visit www.sau.int
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NORIH SOUTH UNIVERSITY

ADM‘ISSION SUMMER 2023
t Studies (MDS)

Master in Developmen

» Eligibility 2023

A four-year Bachelor's or a three-year Honors or a Master’s
degree in Economics, Business, Environmental Studies, Social
Weifare Statistics, Engineering o other realted disciplines.

exams, Undergraduate appreared students may sit for the

» TR

39-credit program with maximum waiver/transfer of 2 courses,
» Financial aid for deserving students.

¥ All classes are offered between Thursday evening and Saturday

» Internationally recognized degree.

#  All Taculty members have PRDs from reputed foreign universitias.

» Dual degree award agreement with the University of Adelaide.

NORTH SOUTH UNIVERSITY JA‘
SCHDOL OF BUSINESS -
AND ECONOMICS AL_["_\"

EXPERIENCE LOCALLY. LEAD OLOBALLY.
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Apply Onlire
http: fopply.northsouth.edu

Application Deodline: Tth June 2023
Adrmission Test Bth June 3033

Somen Dutta
NSU MDS 2078

Senior Auditor,
Office of the Auditer General of Canada

greatly benefited from this program.”

Shegufta Shahriar \
NSU MOS 2019

Teom Associate, The World Bank

"NSU's MDS program provides & comprehensive
idea on how the developmeant sector has evolved
around the globe and in Bangladesh. The program
will help build the bridge between the social
econamic and political secfor.”
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Graduate Application Helpline
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