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‘I’M BACK’
Trump returns to

Facebook, YouTube

AFP, Washington

Former president Donald 
Trump wrote his first posts 
on his reinstated Facebook 
and YouTube accounts 
Friday, more than two years 
after he was banned over 
the US Capitol insurrection.

“I’M BACK,” Trump 
exclaimed, alongside a 
12-second video clip that 
appeared to show him 
giving his victory speech 
after winning the 2016 
election saying: “Sorry 
to keep you waiting -- 
complicated business.”

The 76-year-old 
Republicawn leader -- who 
is running for president 
again -- has been unable to 
post any content for his 34 
million Facebook followers 
and 2.6 million YouTube 
subscribers.

The platforms 
benched Trump days 
after the January 6, 2021 
insurrection, when a mob 
of his supporters seeking 
to halt the certification 
of his election defeat to 
Joe Biden stormed the US 
Capitol in Washington.

He was sanctioned for 
posting content that the 
platforms said incited unrest, 
with YouTube announcing 
his reinstatement on Friday, 
two months after Facebook 
said it was unlocking his 
account.

The former reality 
TV star had spent weeks 
falsely claiming that the 
presidential election was 
stolen from him, and he was 
subsequently impeached 
for inciting the riot.

The former president’s 
Twitter account, which has 
87 million followers, was 
also blocked after the riot.

New Twitter owner Elon 
Musk reinstated Trump 
last November, days after 
Trump announced a fresh 
White House run, but he 
has yet to post there.

ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT

100 killed this year
AFP, Ramallah

Israeli forces shot dead a Palestinian Friday in what 
the army described as an attempted “stabbing 
attack”, bringing the number of people killed in 
the conflict this year to 100. 

The Palestinian health ministry announced the 
death of Yazan Omar Jamil Khasib, 23, who died 
“after the occupation (Israel) opened fire on him 
at the northern entrance of Al-Bireh” city near 
Ramallah, in the occupied West Bank. 

The Israeli army said “soldiers spotted a suspect 
and asked him to identify himself. The suspect 
drew a knife and approached the forces who 
responded by opening fire”.  “The assailant was 
neutralised,” the army said in a statement, adding 
that the incident took place close to Beitin, a 
Palestinian village near Al-Bireh. 

No military personnel were injured in the 
incident, it added. 

Israel has occupied the West Bank since the Six-
Day War of 1967. Since the start of the year, the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict has claimed the lives of 
86 Palestinian militants and civilians, including 
children. 

Thirteen Israeli adults and children, including 
members of the security forces and civilians, and 
one Ukrainian civilian have been killed over the 
same period, according to an AFP tally based on 
official sources from both sides.

Policemen use heavy machinery to enter Pakistan’s former prime minister Imran Khan’s residence in Lahore yesterday after Khan left for 
Islamabad to appear before a court. PHOTO: AFP

REUTERS, New Delhi

The situation between India and 
China in the western Himalayan 
region of Ladakh is fragile and 
dangerous, with military forces 
deployed very close to each other 
in some parts, Indian Foreign 
Minister S Jaishankar said 
yesterday.

At least 24 soldiers were killed 
when the two sides clashed in 
the region in mid-2020, but 
the situation has been calmed 
through rounds of diplomatic 
and military talks.

Violence erupted in the eastern 
sector of the undemarcated 
border between the nuclear-

armed Asia giants in December 
but did not result in any deaths.

“The situation to my mind 
still remains very fragile because 
there are places where our 
deployments are very close 
up and in military assessment 
therefore quite dangerous,” 
Jaishankar said at an India Today 
conclave.

India-China relations cannot 
go back to normal, he said, until 
the border row is resolved in line 
with the September 2020 in-
principle agreement he reached 
with his Chinese counterpart.

“The Chinese have to deliver 
on what was agreed to, and they 
have struggled with that.”

Although forces from both 
sides have disengaged from 
many areas, discussions are 
proceeding over unresolved 
points, Jaishankar said.

“We have made it very clear to 
the Chinese that we cannot have 
a breach of peace and tranquility, 
you can’t violate agreement and 
want the rest of the relationship 
to continue as though nothing 
happened. That’s just not 
tenable.”

Jaishankar said he discussed 
the situation with China’s new 
foreign minister, Qin Gang, on 
the sidelines of a meeting of the 
foreign ministers of the G20 
nations hosted by India this 

month.
Regarding India’s presidency 

of G20 this year, Jaishankar said 
India has made progress and 
expressed hope that New Delhi 
can make the forum “more true 
to its global mandate”.

“The G20 should not be a 
debating club or an arena only 
of the global north. The entirety 
of global concerns needs to 
be captured. We have already 
made that point very forcefully,” 
Jaishankar said.

Two G20 ministerial meetings 
in India in the last three weeks 
have been overshadowed by 
Russia’s 13-month invasion of 
Ukraine.

HIMALAYAN FLASHPOINTS

Situation with China fragile,
dangerous: India

Millions of dead fish 
clog Australian river

AFP, Sydney

Millions of dead and 
rotting fish have clogged 

a vast stretch of river 
near a remote town in 
the Australian outback 
as a searing heatwave 
sweeps through the 

region. Videos posted to 
social media showed boats 

ploughing through a blanket 
of dead fish smothering the 

water, with the surface barely 
visible underneath. The New South Wales 

government said on Friday that “millions” of 
fish had died in the Darling River near the small 
town of Menindee, in the third mass kill to hit 
the area since 2018. “It’s horrific really, there’s 
dead fish as far as you can see,” Menindee local 
Graeme McCrabb told AFP. “These fish deaths are 
related to low oxygen levels in the water (hypoxia) 
as flood waters recede,” the government said in a 
statement.


