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Fakhrul’s
threats now
a joke: info
minister

Bringing
education to a
remote char

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, .
G 77-year-old Moslem Uddin
Information Minister

teaches students for free,
despite personal struggles

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Hasan Mahmud yesterday
said since the government’s
formation in 2009, BNP
has been involved in
conspiracies to  topple
it, and after repeated
attempts, the party got
disconnected from the
people.

People now think the

The light of education hardly ever reached Char
Kalikapur, an inaccessible area on the Teesta
riverbed. For the children of 400 families of this
area, going o school remained a distant dream
_ amid other harsh realities.
threats of erga Fakhrul But one day, Moslem Uddin, a farmer from
Islam  Alamgir, BNP’S =5 _ ” = £ k 5 i Bhotmari union of Lalmonirhat’s
secretary general, to bring > L5 3 A - ] ~ . Kaliganj upazila, decided to turn
QOwn the government are a ! A ey 17 . things around. Amid his hectic
joke, he said. o h schedule, the 77-year-old has

Hasan, also joint general “_ been voluntarily teaching
secretary of Awami League, . the char’s children.
made the remar.ks in \ For Moslem, this gesture
Feply o the questions of | comes straight from the
journalists at fthe openlrzig . heart. “Icouldn’t continue
ceremony of a  road- educating my (wo sons
construction  project  in | and four daughters, as
Chattogram’s West Baklia K ' there was no high school
area. ’ L in the area,” he said.

About Fakhrul’s And that is why he has

complaint of AL . o . ) . . . . - is missi
committing “fraud and A ray of hope shines bright in a remote village on Teesta riverbed. Moslem Uddin, at 77, imparts knowledge to children with a smile on &X(en up th;f){‘;}‘gsgig‘r‘r-lmem

robbery” in the Supreme his face, like a guardian angel watching over them. His dedication to education has given birth to a school, providing opportunities for the educational institution — “Nodi
SEE PAGE 4 COL 6 underprivileged. PHOTO: STAR P— O Jibon Junior High School” -- was

established in the area in 2008, and
Moslem played a role in setting it up.

She finally gets to Mulching method duacnis || S o

the only person with the certificate in the char.

gaining pOpUlarity material, such He had to study from a relative’s house in the

as leaves, main land. However due to poverty, he could not
m O u rn ‘ r a ‘ r a mOn g f a rmers straw, grass continue his education. He then returned to the

clippings char and concentrated on agriculture.
. d chi ’ Moslem lives with his wife Bino Ara Begum.
Mass grave getS turned into 1971 MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail WALLILIE tlli)s’ They have two bighas of land where they cultivate
e 1 or otner various crops including maize.
memorial in SYlhet after 52 years Mulching method, a modern farming technic for organic “Things gre changirflgg now. Many char children
producmg quality vegetables al}d fruits, Is gaining matter, that are now becoming educated. I've taught all these
popularity among farmers in Tangail region . d children myself. Still I am teaching many as they
nowadays IS sprea ” ,
cdys. ) . h il are also eager to learn,” he told this correspondent.
It is an advanced farming method that results over the soi Moslem teaches English and other subjects.
_rapid growthpfcrops and vegetgbles. Besides, the S.Oﬂ surface to He spends most of his day teaching students at
is covered with mulch. Mulch is a layer of material, improve soil the “Nodi O Jibon Junior High School”. Besides,
such ;‘S leaves, straw, gralsls C!lpplllgs(,i W?Od ;hlp?'i fertility and students often visit his house to study.
or other organic matter, that is spread over the sol suppress There are 11 teachers in this school and 136
surface around plants to conserve moisture in the soil, students are studying in grade 6 8
suppress weed growth, moderate soil temperature, weed growth. ’
reduce erosion, and improve soil fertility. SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

DWOHA CHOWDHURY, Sylhet The mass grave, located on the eastern

i Father was 8 s of remarkable gusline -

a true pentleman whose elegance and class left a
Lting impeession anall wha met him. However,
what stood aut most was his heart of gald

side of the college, had been turned into
Shahrin Rahman had been longing for a  the “Bangladesher Swadhinatar Saheed
place to mourn her father Lt Col Abul Fazal =~ Smriti Udyan,” with the plaque of 66
Ziaur Rahman, who was taken away by the  martyrs.
Pakistani occupation army in 1971 when The families of Martyred Intellectual Dr
she was just five years old. Shamsuddin Ahmed and heroic freedom
Her father was the principal of Sylhet fighter Col (retd) Abdus Salam Bir Pratik
Medical College. During the Liberation had taken theinitiative to protect the grave,
War, he remained dedicated to serving the  with support from Sylhet Cantonment.
people by providing medical care. The memorial included name plaques and
For decades, Shahrin and her family tombstones of all 66 martyrs.
believed that her father had been taken Liberation War Researcher Apurba
to the Pakistan Army base in Sylhet Sharma was associated with the research
Cadet College, where he was mercilessly (o identify the martyrs, and the college
killed and buried in a mass grave, which  authorities had marked the location of the

He had a consistent hahit of lifting those sround
him, whethar through Bnanclal support ar a simpie
joka, He loved our family deeply and was a
deviled patiiol who playsd a givetal rale in the
Languape Movement of 1952,

Dy faher remained -iEEll.'Ell.' Irvalved In
mavefens simed o achievirg auomomy from
Ezect Pakiztan. He served as President of the
Supreme Court Bar Assoclation and Chief of tha

This recent photo shows a brinjal field at
Kuragachha village in Tangail’s Madhupur upazila
covered with mulching paper for rapid growth and

remained unmarked and unprotected. mass grave in 2007. better yield of the vegetables. PHOTO: STAR folitical Reseanch Coungll, His conaribtaons 1o our

Despite the family’s persistent efforts, they However, it was only on March 4 that natier- bullding mosements will always be

could never locate the grave to pay their the grave was finally opened to the public, Mulching is a technique of covering the surface of 'EmFr'ﬂbE*EH A R stk of patrlisim. He i

respects. thanks (o the efforts of Syeda Shakila the soil around the plants with organic or synthetic ned just & national hero, but alio sur bekeued dad
But after 52 long years, on March 4, Abdal, wife of martyr Sirajul Abdal, mulch so that moisture remains on the soil and no ;

Shahrin finally got to sit by her father’s educationist and social activist Rasheda K extra labour is required for taking care of the crops Feventeen years have passed since his physicas

tombstone and mourn him. She was Choudhury, and others. or vegetable plants. departure, but his lowe and legacy tantimue b

joined by the families of 40 other martyrs, Dr Ziauddin Ahmed, son of martyred According to the Agriculture Department, graw. In his hanar, a milad mabfil 2nd prayer

who had also come to pay homage to their intellectual Dr Shamsuddin Ahmed, told mulching is an environment friendly method for . congregatian will ke hield In Dhaka and his

loved ones. SEE PAGE 4 COL 4 cultivating vegetables and fruits in China and Japan. : Court Bar Assockati birthplacs, Gournadi, Barisal

Mulching method has been used by our ancestors Family Members

for years, agriculturists said.

Alamgir Hosse'nn, a farmer from Kuragachha. in Civanmand ol tha 's Repubille of Bangludesh
ATEIT ST ﬁﬂﬁﬂlll'lﬂ, aE Q’ Madhupur upazila, has been applying mulching - Office I'ILI Wrokeca Diricto
foere famfi :G‘E method in various vegetables like brinjal, bottle ! , nl S ETIECE LAPOTIOr GE
1 guard, cucumber, borboti and chichinga. E Estpislishment of Fab Lending Cester i Ueral Lpazil ander Zonamgsaj Disirici. be
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