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Mulching method
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“I export chemical-free 
vegetables to Europe. I use 
organic fertilisers and also 
apply different modern 
farming technologies,” 
Alamgir said.

Madhupur Upazila 
Sub-Assistant Agriculture 
Officer Tapas Kumar Sarkar 
said not only Alamgir, but 
many other local farmers are 
applying mulching technic 
in different vegetables and 
fruits cultivation.

He said use of mulches 
helps to avoid spread of weeds 
in the croplands, preserve soil 
moisture, prevents insects by 
reflecting sunlight through 
the mulching paper and 
improves the quality of the 
plants.

Although mulching is 
a bit costly, it saves labour 
costs and same mulching 
paper can be used for 
growing multiple vegetables 
or fruits, Tapas added.

Madhupur Upazila 
Agriculture Officer Al 
Mamun Rasel said they 
have been motivating local 
farmers to use mulching 

method for producing 
quality vegetables and fruits. 

University student 
Shakil Ahmed Shuvo, 
also a young farmer from 
Delduar upazila, said he 
has been getting success 
by using mulches to grow 
different vegetables like 
squash, cucumber, papaya, 
capsicum and watermelon.

Though use of mulching 
technic began in the 
country a few years ago, 
farmers in Tangail are still 
lagging behind, said Shakil, 
also director of FarmNet.
Asia, an organisation 
that motivates farmers in 
adopting modern farming 
technologies.

He added that a roll 
of mulching paper can 
cover up to 20 decimals 
of the land and can be 
used for various fruits and 
vegetables for nearly two 
years, but it costs Tk 5,600 
in Bangladesh because it 
must be imported from 
abroad. A roll of 500-metre-
long, 4-metre-wide paper 
costs between Rupees 1,200 
and 1,500 in India.

Bringing
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Azizul Islam, a guardian, 
said his sons and daughters 
being taught by Moslem in 
the school and at his house. 
He doesn’t take money 
from them for tuition.

Mahbubur Rahman, 
headteacher of Nodi O 
Jibon Junior High School, 
said, “Moslem is teaching 
the students of this school 
without any remuneration. 
Students also admire and 
love him for his dedication.”

There is a government 
primary school and the 
school where Moslem 
teaches at the char, which 
is about 6km away from 
the mainland. During 
monsoon, boats are the only 
means of transportation 
there while in the dry 
season, one has to walk for 
miles through sandy land.

Fakhrul
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Court elections, Hasan 
said BNP has caused all 
the scandalous incidents in 
the history of the Supreme 
Court. 

“... They [BNP] hijacked 
the Supreme Court ballots 
to distort the election 
process. All the structures, 
including pandals, which 
were built for election 
activities were vandalised,” 
he said.

He added, “You know 
they participated in the 
Dhaka bar elections. There, 
they suffered a miserable 
defeat. They realised 
before the Supreme Court 
elections that they have no 
hope of winning. That is 
why they first announced 
a boycott, and then 
snatched ballot papers and 
vandalised the facilities.”

She finally
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this correspondent about 
the importance of bringing 
to light the genocide of 1971 
and the trauma that many 
martyrs’ families still face. 

“The torture cell of the 
Pakistan Army at the Sylhet 
Cadet College was the 
deadliest one. But after half 
a century of Independence, 
the mass grave was left into 
oblivion. To bring it into 
the light, we have taken the 
initiative.” he said.

Where we stand
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to upazila health complexes 
and private hospitals were 
also involved in the process. 
Around 13,000 hospital 
beds were dedicated to 
Covid-19 patients across 
the country, according to 
the DGHS data.

Even after one year of 
Covid-19, the absence of 
a central oxygen supply 
system and shortage of 
high-flow oxygen devices 
in the hospitals led to the 
deaths of a large number 
of patients, especially in 
the Khulna and Rajshahi 
divisions during the 
delta variant of the virus 
outbreak in 2021.

At Tuesday’s event, 
Health Minister Zahid 
Maleque informed that 
a central oxygen line has 
been installed in around 
120 hospitals countrywide.

Dr Mushtaq Hussain 
said, “Now the government 
should focus on keeping 
this laboratory functional 
by integrating them 
with the basic laboratory 
services at different 
hospitals.”
VACCINATION

Bangladesh was among the 
few countries that could 
start a mass inoculation 
campaign against Covid-19. 
The government initially 
depended on Oxford-
AstraZeneca’s Covid-19 
vaccines produced at the 
Serum Institute of India.

After the first 
consignment of 20 lakh 
vaccines, Serum failed to 
maintain the supply chain 
for three crore doses of 
vaccines as per the contract 
due to the growing demand 
inside India.

As a result, the mass 
inoculation campaign 
that started on February 
7 countrywide, fell into 
uncertainty. This forced 
the government to explore 
alternative sources.

So far, the government 
collected around 35.95 
crore doses of Covid-19 
vaccines. The majority 
of those were purchased 
from China’s Sinopharm 
company while a big chunk 
was collected through the 
Covax arrangement.

As of yet, 89 percent of 
the population received 
the first doses of Covid-19, 
81 percent second doses 
and 40 percent third doses, 
according to the DGHS 
data. Besides, 32 lakh 
people have received the 
fourth dose of Covid-19 
vaccines.

Since March 2, the 
booster dose (third and 
fourth shots) campaign 
against Covid-19 has 
remained suspended as the 
stock has run out.

Dr Mushtaq Hussain 
said, “The Covid-19 
vaccination is definitely 
a big success for the 
country.”

It’s time
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He also called for member 
states to share the burden by 
contributing voluntarily for 
the case’s legal expenses. 

The meeting was 
attended among others by 
representatives of Saudi 
Arabia, Turkey, Nigeria, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Iran, 
Egypt, and Pakistan.

Momen also had 
bilateral meetings with his 
counterparts in Cameroon 
and Mauritania. Besides, 
he held a courtesy meeting 
with the UN Assistant 
Secretary General for 
Middle East, Asia and 
Pacific Mohamed Khaled.

Cultural campaigns
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documentaries, as well as 
the songs of various artists, 
which played a crucial role 
in garnering support for 
Bangladesh both locally 
and internationally.

He made the remarks at 
a discussion held at Bangla 
Academy yesterday. 

It was organised by 1971: 
Genocide-Torture Archive 
& Museum Trust with the 
support of Bangladesh 
Itihas Sammilani.

During his speech as 
the chief guest, Liberation 
War Affairs Minister 
KM Mozammel Haque 

acknowledged the immense 
contribution made by 
artists in war.  He said their 
unwavering support for 
the cause provided special 
inspiration to the freedom-
loving Bangalees and 
heroic freedom fighters.

Shahriar Kabir, 
president of the Ekattorer 
Ghatak Dalal Nirmul 
Committee, presented an 
article on the contributions 
made by cultural activists 
during the Liberation War.

Former Supreme Court 
Justice AHM Shamsuddin 
Choudhury Manik also 
spoke on the occasion.

Don’t waste
FROM PAGE 3

water will be supplied by 
installing plastic tank trolleys 
at different places of all the 
zones including Gulistan, 
Farmgate, Mohakhali, 
Gabtoli, Jatrabari, 
Kamalapur and Sayedabad, 
the Wasa MD said.

Dhaka Wasa has kept 48 
water-carrying vehicles and 
17 tractors ready to supply 
water for emergency needs. 
Besides, 380 fixed and 19 
mobile generators have 
been arranged as standby 
power sources during load-
shedding, he added.
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Death anniv 
of Shamsul 
Huq today
STAR REPORT

T o d a y 
[March 19] is 
the second 
d e a t h 
anniversary 
of Shamsul 
H u q 
Chowdhury, 
who retired 
as a senior officer in 1991 
from the Karnaphuli Paper 
Mill Ltd, an enterprise 
of Bangladesh Chemical 
Industries Corporation.

On the occasion, a doa 
mahfil will be held at his 
village in Chouddagram, 
Cumilla, said a press 
release.

The family members 
have requested all his 
relatives, friends, and well-
wishers to pray for the 
salvation of the departed 
soul. 

Chowdhury left 
behind his wife, four 
sons, two daughters, and 
grandchildren. 

Architect Ziaul 
Huq Chowdhury, the 
managing director at 
Architects Limited, is one 
of his sons.

Dhaka univ
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In the first phase, voting 
was held at 25 centres on 
March 4, the second phase 
at 13 centres on March 11, 
and the third on March 14 
outside the capital.

The senate is formed by 
105 members from different 
categories, including 35 
representatives from the 
teacher category and 
25 from the registered 
graduate category.

Apart from these, five 
government officials, 
five representatives from 
the Research Centre 
selected by the university’s 
syndicate, five principals 
and 10 teachers of affiliated 
colleges, and five student 
representatives from Ducsu 
are part of the senate.

College student 
dies from ‘wrong 

treatment’
Fellows ransack hospital; 3 staffers held

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Brahmanbaria

A college student died yesterday morning 
allegedly due to wrong treatment at a hospital 
in Brahmanbaria.

With polypus in his nose, Istiak Ahmed 
Iqram, 20, was admitted to Al-Khalil Hospital 
and Diagnostic Centre in the town’s Old Jail 
Road area on Friday, said the deceased’s family.

Hailing from Chandiara village in Sadar 
upazila, Iqram was an honours first-year student of Brahmanbaria 
Poura College.

Following the death, three hospital staffers -- including its 
manager -- were detained in connection with the death, said 
police.

Iqram’s brother Bachchu Mia filed a written complaint with 
Sadar Model Police Station against three people -- hospital 

Iqram
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Bangabandhu’s 
birth anniv 
observed at 
missions abroad
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh missions in different parts 
of the world have celebrated the 103rd 
birth anniversary of Father of the Nation 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
amid festivity. 

On the day, March 17, which is 
also observed as National Children’s 
Day, foreign diplomats, expatriate 
Bangladeshis and children took part 
in various activities, including essay 
competition, painting, discussions, 
books donations, cultural show, 
screening documentary on the life and 
struggles of Bangabandhu.

At an event in Washington, 
Ambassador Imran Ahmad urged the 
guardians to let their children know 
about the country’s glorious history, 
culture and Bangabandhu’s great 
sacrifice for independence.

At an event organised by Bangladesh 
High Commission in London, High 
Commissioner Saida Muna Tasneem said 
Bangabandhu taught how to overcome 
the challenges and live with dignity.

At an event organised by the 
Bangladesh embassy in Brussels at 
the BEPS International School in 
Brussels, Ambassador Mahbub Hasan 
Saleh said, “We need to sow the seeds 
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