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A new road policy was proposed recently,
which limits the maximum speed of
motorcycles below 126c¢c inside Dhaka.
The main reason behind this ruling was
simple: safety. The new ruling emphasised
that it is easier to control motorcycles

and scooters that are below 126¢cc, owing
to them being low in quantity and not
having a lot of power behind them. The
ruling also mentions that bikes above
149cc have inclined seats that bikes below
126¢c don't have, which makes bikes
above 149cc safer for the pillion and the
biker at higher speeds.

However, the question remains: how
logical is this new law, and what is the
public thinking about it? Is it a good
idea to implement such a speed limit
in the first place? Based on the bikers
we have talked to thus far, not many are
happy about this new law. Some have
even protested regarding this matter in
both public and online. From their point
of view, bikes are a mode of transport
that gets them from point A to point B
effortlessly - even in heavy traffic. Limiting
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the speed makes it tougher for them to
travel intercity and forces them to spend
more time on busy roads.

A local biker, who chose to remain
anonymous, said, “If the authorities were
to limit the speed of the motorcycles,
roads would be even more congested as
the lanes are combined.” He, like many
other regular bike users, believes that
there are more 125cc motorcycles in the
streets during rush hours mainly due
to a lot of people resorting to Pathao
bikes to commute. “Most truck and bus
drivers in Bangladesh don’t know what
signs or speed limits are, in those speeds
if a truck or a bus comes from behind,
there’s no surety that they will brake or
will maintain lanes which is where a big
safety concern comes in”, the biker added.
He also said that if speed limits are given,
the road authority should introduce new
lanes by which only bikes would travel.

Another local Pathao rider said, “The
biggest downside for us Pathao riders,
who currently only ride motorcycles for
a living, would be that it would take
more time for us to finish a trip. The
total number of trips at the end of the
day would decrease and to make that up
we would have to share rides for longer
periods, with the risk factor of trucks and
buses hitting us from behind”.

On the other hand, people who
aren't bikers have completely different
opinions. From their point of view,
people are passing most of their time
in traffic. If they're travelling from
Dhanmondi to Bashundhara, it's almost
19 kilometres, but it takes almost 1 hour
30 minutes on a good day making the
average speed less than 20 km/h. Even
if the speed limit of motorbikes below
125cc is 30 km/h, either the traffic
scenario won't change at all or may
improve in time, since they would slowly
have to adapt to stay in the slow lane like
in foreign countries.

Shahedul Islam, a local non-bike
user, said, “It may be more fuel efficient
for the bikers to drive at low speeds.

IS IT?

Limiting them to intercity and banning
them from entering highway routes is

a safe choice since most bikes below
125cc are underpowered and light. On
highways, the wind thrust at high speeds
will stress out the engine to achieve the
maximum output. Brakes are also more
likely to fail at those speeds”. Other
regular commuters, who don't rely on
bikes for daily transportation needs,
shared similar sentiments - the 30 km/h
speed limit for low-powered bikes is
indeed a logical choice for enforcing
safety in the city streets.

With all that being said, the truth
remains that this new ruling doesn’t
quite affect a majority of bike users in
Bangladesh. In the country, the majority
of bikes are 149cc or above, which means
most bikers are unhinged by the speed
limit proposal. Some of the bikers who
ride 149cc and above bikes share the
same opinion as the aforementioned
local Pathao rider, but the general
consensus is a mixed one at best.

According to the global data
organisation CEIC Data, there were
506,912 motorcycles in Bangladesh in
2022. As per the report, this was a sharp
increase from the number in 2021, which
was 375,252. This staggering increase in
local motorcycle usage certainly warrants
the need for improved traffic laws and
better safety precautions.

The new ruling enforces safety but
it does come with the consequences of
more time spent on the roads and being
stuck in traffic jams. It is also currently
unclear whether or not proper research
was conducted by the authorities before
enforcing this rule. Without proper
evidence or research backing up the
speed limit implementation, the general
public feels even more dubious about the
feasibility of this law. However, if such
speed limits and traffic laws are indeed
initialised correctly, the traffic situation
may certainly get better and roads will
become safer for all parties involved -
something we all hope for.
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How can we stay safe from
fire hazards?

In a city like Dhaka, where high
population density and unplanned
urbanization are the norms, fire
hazards are a constant threat. With
many buildings lacking proper fire
safety measures, it is essential for
residents to be aware of basic fire
hazard safety tips to protect themselves
and their loved ones.

Many buildings in the city are
constructed without proper fire safety
measures, making them prone to fires.
The buildings often have inadequate
escape routes and are constructed with
flammable materials, which can easily
catch fire and spread quickly.

The unplanned and haphazard
growth of the city is another reason
for fire hazards in Dhaka. The city’s
population has exploded in recent
years, leading to overcrowding and
illegal construction of buildings.

This has put a strain on the city’s
infrastructure, making it difficult for
fire trucks to reach the site of a fire
quickly.

Furthermore, the lack of awareness
and training on fire safety among
the general public is another factor
contributing to the prevalence of fire
hazards in Dhaka. Many people are
not familiar with fire safety measures
or do not take them seriously, leading
to negligence and carelessness in
handling fire-related issues.

AC explosions are also a common

reason for frequent fire-related hazards.

While ACs provide much-needed
relief, air conditioners can also pose
a significant safety hazard. Every year,
news reports highlight cases where
air conditioning units have exploded,

causing property damage and injury
When it comes to fire safety in the
home or office space, having the right
equipment on hand can make all the
difference in preventing a small flame
from turning into a raging inferno.

Smoke detectors: Smoke detectors
are one of the most important tools
in fire safety. These devices can detect
smoke and alert you to the presence
of a fire before it becomes too large
to handle. It is recommended to have
smoke detectors in every bedroom,
in hallways outside of bedrooms, and
on each level of the home. Make sure
to test the smoke detectors regularly
and replace the batteries at least once
ayear.

Fire extinguishers: Fire extinguishers
can be used to put out small fires

before they become too big to handle.

It's important to have the right type
of fire extinguisher for the type of fire

you're dealing with. There are four
classes of fire extinguishers: A, B, C,
and D. Class A extinguishers are for
fires involving ordinary combustibles
such as paper, wood, and cloth. Class
B extinguishers are for fires involving
flammable liquids such as gasoline and
oil. Class C extinguishers are for fires
involving electrical equipment. Class
D extinguishers are for fires involving
flammable metals such as magnesium
and titanium. It's also a good idea to
keep a fire extinguisher in the kitchen,
where most home fires start.

Fire blankets: Fire blankets can be
used to smother small fires or to wrap
around a person whose clothing is

on fire. They are made of fire-resistant
materials and can be easily stored

in a kitchen drawer or cabinet. It's
important to know how to use a

fire blanket properly in case of an
emergency.

Escape ladder: In case of a fire, it’s
important to have a plan for getting
out of the house quickly and safely.

If you live in a multi-story home,
consider investing in an escape ladder
that can be stored under a bed or in a
closet. These ladders can be attached
to a window and used to safely climb
down to the ground.

Sprinkler system: Installing a sprinkler
system in your home can be an
effective way to prevent fires from
spreading. These systems automatically
detect and extinguish fires using water,
which can help contain the fire until
firefighters arrive. While sprinkler
systems can be expensive to install,
they can save lives and property in the
event of a fire.

Carbon monoxide detector: Carbon
monoxide is a colourless, odourless
gas that can be deadly in high
concentrations. Carbon monoxide
detectors can detect the presence of
this gas and alert you to the danger.
It's recommended to have at least one
carbon monoxide detector on each
level of the home, especially near
bedrooms.

Flame retardant spray: Flame
retardant sprays can be used to treat
fabrics, such as curtains and furniture,
to make them more fire-resistant.
While these sprays can’t prevent fires
from starting, they can slow down the
spread of flames, giving you more time
to escape.

Apart from these precautions for
any fire-related emergencies, call the
national emergency hotline at 999 or
the fire service hotline at 16163.
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