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Chaos all
throughout

SCBA polls

In one-sided election, pro-AL
lawyers win all posts

ASHUTOSH SARKAR

In a one-sided election marked by scuflles, chaos, police
highhandedness, and ruckus raised by lawyers, the pro-
Awami League lawyers have won all posts of the Supreme

Court Bar Association.

Pro-BNP lawyers who didn’t cast their votes
demonstrated on the Supreme Court Bar Association
(SCBA) office  premises
yesterday, the second “] have never seen

day of the two-day polls,
demanding cancellation of
what they said was a “farce
of an election”.

Pro-Awami League and
pro-BNP lawyers shoved
each other and engaged
in scuffles during the
demonstrations around
12:30pm and 4:00pm.

The pro-BNP lawyers
demanded that a new date
be fixed for holding the
polls in a fair manner under

an “acceptable” election-conducting committee.

Pro-AL lawyers’ panel Bangabandhu Awami Ainjibi
Parishad won all the 14 posts of the executive committee
with incumbent President Md Momtaz Uddin Fakir and
incumbent Secretary Abdun Nur Dulal getting reelected,

Supreme Court and

police enter the

attack people, not
even during the
military regime. I
am ashamed of it.
I don’t know why
we reached such a
state.”

--Z1 Khan Panna

said Rabiul Hassan, administration officer of the SCBA.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4

Pro-Awami League and pro-BNP lawyers scuffle on the last day of the election to Supreme Court Bar Association

yesterday. The photo was taken on the Supreme Court premises around 4:00pm.

Price hike in
Ramadan an
abominable
act: Hasina

Sheikh
came
down heavily on a section

Minister
yesterday

Prime
Hasina

of  businesspeople  for
their unethical act of
increasing the prices of
essential commodities
during Ramadan inflicting
suffering on the common

people.
“The Ramadan is ahead.
Some unscrupulous

businessmen are trying
to increase the price of
commodities. It is a very
abominable task,” she said.

“It is unnecessary (o
give people pain after
increasing the prices of
essentials when they will

be busy with observing
Ramadan and offering
SEE PAGE 11 COL 5
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Chicken price
UNTHINKABLE

Not likely to go down in months

MAHBUBUR RAHMAN KHAN and
SHAHEEN MOLLAH

With Ramadan less than a week away,
the high prices of chicken and meat are
not likely to come down anytime soon.

Yesterday, broiler chicken was sold
for Tk 270 a kg in the capital, up from
Tk 160 one and a half months ago.

“I have never seen broiler chicken
being sold at such a high price. I'm
worried that the price may cross
the Tk 300-mark in Ramadan,” said
Shamim Alam, a banker, at the capital’s
Hatirpool kitchen market.

A trader charged Shamim Tk 510 for
a broiler chicken.

“My daughter loves to eat chicken.
Otherwise, I would have bought beef,”
Shamim told the trader.

Prices of all breeds of chicken started
going up in the capital one and a half
months ago.

Yesterday, the Sonalika breed was
sold for Tk 370 per kg and local breed
Tk 630 per kg, up from Tk 270 and
Tk 500 one and a half months back,
according to the market analysis of
Dhaka Metropolitan Police.

Halima, a resident of Bhashantek slum,
went to the kitchen market in the slum
yesterday to buy chicken but returned
home with chicken liver, head, neck, and
feet which she bought at Tk 120 per kg.

The woman, who bought chicken a
month ago, said, “I could not even think
of such a high price of chicken.”

Reajul Hugq, director (administration)
of the Department of Livestock Services,
blamed high prices of chicks and feed
and rise in demand for the price hike.

“The department cannot intervene
in the market as it is an independent
business,” he told The Daily Star.

Halima, a resident of
Bhashantek slum, went

to the kitchen market in
the slum yesterday to buy
chicken but returned home
with chicken liver, head,
neck, and feet which she
bought at Tk 120 per kg.

Moshiur Rahman, an accountant at a
private firm, buys groceries every Friday.
“We live in a large joint family. We
need at least eight chickens of local
breed every week. The current price of
eight chickens is about Tk 5,200. With
this amount, I could buy about 7.5kg
beel,” he told this newspaper, adding
that his family was switching from

chicken to red meat.
SEE PAGE 11 COL1

TEESTA WATER
Dhalka will first
seek to know
the facts on
withdrawal

DIPLOMATIC
CORRESPONDENT
Bangladesh is cautiously
observing the situation and
verifying media reports on
India’s plan to withdraw
water from the Teesta for
hydropower and irrigation
projects in West Bengal,
the foreign ministry said

A mighty
man’s
humble
birthday

PARTHA PRATIM BHATTACHARJEE

“I have never observed my birthday -- at most my

wife would present me a little gift on this day. I ycs“L%rl(lay.wat o TeSOUICes
would try and stay at home on these days. ministy and the\ Joint

“I found in the newspaper that the Dhaka L Ty .
River =~ Commission  are

City Awami League is observing my birthday.
Must be, because I am in jail! That I am someone
whose birthday is even worth observing and is a
news feature made me smile.”

This was how Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the
then newly elected Awami League president,
described his 47th birthday, which he spent in
Dhaka Central Jail in 1967.

readying a paper, and we
will try to know the facts
from India. Then we shall
take necessary measures,”
Seheli ~ Sabrin,  foreign
ministry spokesperson, told
journalists at the weekly

Mujib, later known as Bangabandhu - the m.ed.ia Ybrieﬁng at the
father, of the nation -~ described how the ministry.
Indian newspaper

highlight of his birthday would be getting to
meet his wife and children.

In jail, he used to note down his daily life
in his diary. The diary, which was later turned
into a book called “Karagarer Rojnamcha
(Prison Diaries)”, contains his memories of
imprisonment during the Pakistan regime,
especially between 1966 and 1968, and also
between 1958 and 1960.

“My heart was telling me: it would be nice if
Renu [Sheikh Fazilatunnesa Mujib] would show
up on this day with the children again. On the

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

The Telegraph last week
reported that the West
Bengal government decided
to set up three hydropower
plants in Darjeeling, and
two of them are likely to
reduce the volume of water
in the Teesta.

It also reported that the
West Bengal government
acquired 1,000 acres to dig
two canals and divert more
water from the river to

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

‘b;fllﬂ't’. (3]

13 jailed over
Nasirnagar
mayhem

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Brahmanbaria

A Brahmanbaria court vesterday
sentenced 13, including former Haripur
Union Parishad chairman Dewan
Atiqur Rahman Ankhi, to four years’
imprisonment in a case filed over
vandalising temples and carrying out
arson attacks in Nasirnagar six years ago.

Chief  Judicial = Magistrate  of
Brahmanbaria Masud Parvez delivered
the verdict, said Court Inspector Kazi
Didarul Alam.

Other 12 convicts are: Mukhles Mia,
Idhu Mia, Mofizul Haque, Nazir Rahman,
Mafuz Miah, Saiham Rabbi Shyam,
Mir Kashem, Tabarok Reza, Anis Miah,
Khasru Miah, SK Abdul Ahad and Sajib
Chowdhury.

On October 30, 2016, religious bigots
vandalised and torched homes and
temples of the Hindus in the upazila
over a Facebook post “hurting religious
sentiments”.

The court inspector added that
the case was filed in connection with

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

‘Cop was killed in my
oflice, I wasn’t there’

Says ‘Arav’ on Facebook live from Dubai,
thanks Shakib for not backing out

SHARIFUL ISLAM

Rabiul Islam AKA Arav, accused of killing a police
inspector in 2018, has admitted that the officer
was Killed at his Banani office in the capital.

“There is a case against me,” he said on
Facebook live yesterday from Dubai.

Rabiul now goes by the alias Arav Khan and his
criminal record came under the spotlight after
he invited cricketer Shakib Al Hasan to open his
jewellery store in Dubai on Wednesday.

The accused yesterday claimed that he was not
in his office during the murder, and that he came to know about it from
his assistant.

Special Branch Inspector Mamun Emran Khan was killed on July 7,
2018. Police in a probe report submitted to a Dhaka court said Rabiul
brought a gunnysack and played a significant role in the dumping of
the body.

Rabiul, who also goes by aliases Apan, Shohag and Redoy, admitted
that he was arrested several times in arms cases filed against him.

A few days ago, he posted a video clip on Facebook where Shakib said
that he was going to open Arav Jewellers in Dubai on March 15.

Similar videos of showbiz stars were also uploaded to his Facebook

page.

- )/

Rabiul Islam

SEE PAGE 10 COL 3
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Seven more
abducted in

Teknaf

Body found in Ukhiya

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar
Criminals have again abducted seven
people when they went to collect
firewood in Teknaf hills of Cox’s Bazar
and demanded ransom for their release,
said the victims’ family members.

Thisincident took placeinJahazpura
hilly area in Baharchhara union of
Teknaf around 12:30pm yesterday, said
Mashiur Rahman, officer-in-charge
of Baharchhara Police Investigation
Centre under Teknaf Police Station.

The abductees are Gias Uddin, 17,
Fazal Karim, 38, Jaberul Islam, 35,
Arif Ullah, 22, Mohammad Rashid, 28,
Mohammad Zafar, 38, Mohammad
Zainal, 45, of Jahazpura village, said
police.

Around 15 to 20 criminals wearing
masks besieged a group of nine
villagers, including two children, who
went to the hill to collect firewood and
held them hostage at gunpoint, said
Mohammad Rafiqul Islam, a member
of ward-6 of Baharchhara Union
Parishad.

The two children escaped tactfully
while the criminals were taking the
villagers deep into the forest after
an hour of the abduction, said the
member.

The miscreants are demanding
ransoms, Rafiqul said.

Abdul Halim, officer-in-charge
of Teknaf Model Police Station, said,
“Several police teams are conducting
raids in the hills.”

Locals are also cooperating with
police in the operation, he added.

Inspector Moshiur, of Baharchhara
Police Investigation Centre, said
police were also trying to identify the
perpetrators.

Forty-one people, including 17
Rohingyas and 24 locals, were abducted
in Teknaf hills in the last six months.

Most of them returned after paying
ransoms, locals claimed.

Meanwhile, a Rohingya man was
found dead at a refugee camp in Cox’s
Bazar’s Ukhiya yesterday morning, a
day after an armed group abducted
him.

The body of Mahbubur Rahman, 35,
bore several stab wounds likely inflicted
by sharp weapons, police said.

An inhabitant of Kutupalong camp-
5, Mahbubur went to his father-in-
law’s house in Balukhali camp-9 on
Wednesday morning when an armed
group picked him up, said Amir Jafor,
additional deputy inspector general of
Armed Police Battalion-8.

Locals found his body near the
bordering area of camp-9 this morning
and informed police, the police official
added.

Police are suspecting he was
murdered over enmily centring
establishing supremacy in the camps,
the APBn official said.

The body was sent to Cox’s Bazar
Sadar Hospital morgue for autopsy.

People conditioning the hull of a trawler with bitumen and fire in Majerghat area along the Bakkhali river in Cox’s Bazar town. Any
vessel that stays in the sea for a long time gets infested with barnacles that cause drag and reduce the vessels efficiency. The
photo was taken recently.

PHOTO: MOKAMMEL SHUVO

BLACK SEA DRONE INCIDENT

Pentagon releases
de-classilied video

Moscow says US directly participating in Ukraine war

In a rare move, the Pentagon yesterday
released a de-classified video showing
Russia’s intercept of a US military
surveillance drone downed over the Black
Sea two days ago.

It was the first direct US-Russian
incident since the Ukraine war began,
worsening already tense relations between
Washington and Moscow.

In the video, a Russian Su-27 fighter jet
comes very close to the US MQ-9 drone
and dumps fuel near it, in what US officials
say was an apparent effort to damage the
American aircraft as it flew over the Black
Sea.

It also shows the loss of the video feed
after another close Russian maneuver,
which the Pentagon says resulted from the
Russian jet’s collision with the drone. It
ends with images of the drone’s damaged
propeller, which the Pentagon says
resulted from the collision, making the
aircraft inoperable.

The video, which is about 40 seconds
long, has been edited by the US military
for length but shows events in a sequential
order, the Pentagon said.

Russia has denied US accusations that
its jets acted recklessly in the incident on

Tuesday over the Black Sea, and instead
has blamed “sharp maneuvering” by the
drone for the crash, claiming its jet did not
make contact.

A US official, speaking on condition of
anonymity, said Russian ships had been
seen near the area where the drone had
crashed, though they did not appear to
have recovered any parts of the drone yet.
It was not clear if they were still in the area.

Washington has said that any recovery
efforts relating to the drone would be
difficult because of the depth of water in
the region. It said it has taken measures to
ensure that no sensitive information can
be gleaned from the remains of the drone.

The release of the video followed
separate calls on Wednesday between
the top US general, Mark Milley, and his
Russian counterpart, Chief of the General
Staff Valery Gerasimoyv, as well as between
US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and his
Russian counterpart, Sergei Shoigu.

In remarks to reporters on Wednesday,
Milley said it was clear that the intercept
and harassment of the drone by Russian
jets was intentional, but it was unclear
whether the Russian pilots meant to slam
their aircraft into the drone -- a move that
could also put the Russian aircraft at risk.

Russian  Defence Minister Sergei

Shoigu told his US counterpart that US
drone flights near Crimea’s coast “were
provocative in nature” and could lead to
“an escalation ... in the Black Sea zone,” a
ministry statement said.

“The Americans keep saying they’re not
taking part in military operations. This
is the latest confirmation that they are
directly participating in these activities
- in the war,” Kremlin Security Council
Secretary Nikolai Patrushev said.

Russia, in a statement said, has “no
interest” in escalation “but will in future
react in due proportion” and the two
countries should “act with a maximum
of responsibility”, including by having
military lines of communication in a crisis.

In its daily intelligence update on the
Ukraine war, Britain’s defence ministry
said Russian attempts to capture the
town of Vuhledar, about 150 km (93
miles) southwest of Bakhmut, had “almost
certainly slowed” after repeated, very
costly failed attacks over the last three
months.

President Vladimir Putin, meeting
members of Russia’s business elite
yesterday for the first time since the
invasion, urged them to invest in their
country to help it weather what he called
the West’s “sanctions war”.

Tourist’s body found
hanging in hotel room

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar
Police recovered the hanging body of a young
woman from a hotel room in Cox’s Bazar on
Wednesday night.

Sharmin Akhter, 26, from Gopalganj’s Kashiani,
travelled to Cox’s Bazar alone on Tuesday night
and rented a room in the hotel.

The next night, a cleaner found her room
locked from the inside and informed the hotel
authorities.

On information, police arrived and broke down
the door and found the body hanging from the
ceiling fan.

The body was sent to Cox’s Bazar Sadar Hospital
morgue for autopsy, said Nazmul Huda, inspector
(Investigation) of Cox’s Bazar Sadar Model Police
Station.

UP member hacked
to death

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

A union parishad member succumbed to his
injuries yesterday hours after he was hacked with
sharp weapons in Kushtia’s Daulatpur upazila.

Kajol Hosen, 42, was an elected member of ward
no-7 of the upazila’s Sadar union and a local Jubo
League activist.

Around 6:00pm on Wednesday, unidentified
criminals attacked Kajol at Sadarpara intersection
and fled the scene, said Mujibur Rahman, officer-
in-charge of Daulatpur Police Station.

Locals rescued Kajol and admitted him to the
hospital where he passed away around 5:00am.

The OC said Kajol had a dispute with the people
in Sardarpara over establishing supremacy in the
area.

No case has been filed in this connection yet.

SCIENCE LAB BLAST

Another victim dies,
death toll now 5

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Another victim of the explosion at a market near
the capital’s Science Lab intersection died yesterday,
taking the death toll from the blast to five.

Johur Ali, 52, who suffered 44 percent burn
injuries, passed away at Sheikh Hasina National
Institute of Burn and Plastic Surgery around
7:30pm, Samanta Lal Sen, chief coordinator of the
hospital told The Daily Star.

On March 5, three people were killed and many
others injured in the explosion at Shirin Mansion
on Mirpur Road around 10:50am. Many were
injured and suffered burns.

7-yr-old killed after
being hit by train

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jamalpur
A child was Kkilled after being hit by a train in
Jamalpur Sadar upazila around 6:30pm yesterday.
Akash Mia, 7, son of Akram Hossain
of Ranagachha village, was playing in the
Ranagachha railway crossing area when a local
train ran him over.
Locals rescued Akash and took him to a
hospital where he was announced dead.

Hasina, Modi to inaugurate

Chaos all throughout SCBA polls

Indo-Bangla pipeline tomorrow

OUR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and
his Indian counterpart Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the India-
Bangladesh  Friendship Pipeline
tomorrow at 5:00pm via video
conference.

The first-cross border energy
pipeline between the two countries
has the capacity to transport one
million tonnes per annum of high-
speed diesel (HSD) and will supply
the product initially to seven
districts in northern Bangladesh,
our New Delhi correspondent
quoted the Indian PMO as saying
yesterday.

The operation of the India-
Bangladesh Friendship Pipeline will
put in place a sustainable, reliable,
cost-effective  and  environment-

friendly mode of transporting HSD
from India to Bangladesh and will
further enhance cooperation in
energy security between the two
countries, read a statement from the
Indian PMO.

Of the Rs 377 crore pipeline, the
Bangladesh portion was built at a
cost of approximately Rs 285 crore
with help of an Indian grant.

A long-term agreement was
signed in 2017 to import diesel

construction,
objection to Dhaka building any
establishment inside 150 yards of
Bangladesh territory along the zero
lines, foreign minister AK Abdul
Momen had said recently.

from India to Bangladesh through
the pipeline which stretches from
West Bengal’s Siliguri to a Meghna
petroleum  depot
Parbatipur.

in  Dinajpur’s

The project missed the earlier

deadline of June 2022 which was
pushed back another year due to the
Covid-19 pandemic.

The pipeline stretches 125km

inside Bangladesh’s territory and
S5km inside India.

In the past, Bangladesh used

railway carriages to import diesel
from India.

To  facilitate the
India

pipeline
withdrew its

Dhalka will first seek to know the facts

FROM PAGE 1
irrigate farms in Jalpaiguri and
Cooch Behar districts.

Teesta water is crucial for irrigation
in the northern part of Bangladesh,
especially during the lean period
between December and April.

Seheli said life and livelihood of the
people in a large part of Bangladesh
depend on the Teesta water. Therefore,
Bangladesh has been trying for a
water-sharing deal with India for
many years.

In 2011, the two neighbours
finalised the Teesta water-sharing
agreement, but it was not signed due
to West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee’s opposition during then
Indian Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh'’s visit to Dhaka.

Seheli said considering Bangladesh
and India’s excellent relationship,
Bangladesh will continue to work to

resolve the issue through dialogue.

Meanwhile, State Minister for
Water Resources Zaheed Farooque
said India-Bangladesh Joint River
Commission (JRC) members in
Bangladesh have already prepared a
letter that would be sent to India soon,
seeking to learn officially the facts
about the reported plan of diverting
water from the Teesta by the West
Bengal government.

“We have learnt about the plan of
digging canals and withdrawing water.
We want them [India] to officially tell
us the facts. Then we will be sure if
India is withdrawing water or not,” he
told journalists at the foreign ministry
after a stakeholders’ consultation on
the UN Water Conference to be held in
New York on March 22-24.

Farooque said he is expecting a
JRC meeting before Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina’s visit to New Delhi in

September.
He said in February, Bangladesh
invited Indian Water Resources

Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
for the JRC meeting in Dhaka. Last
year, the JRC meeting was held in
Delhi.

Regarding the Water Conference
that will also be attended by Foreign
Minster AK Abdul Momen and
Farooque, Seheli said they would
highlight Bangladesh’s rights to
having water as a lower riparian
country as well as impacts of climate
change and seek support of the
international community.

“Bangladesh will highlight the
basin-wide water management of the
international rivers. Bangladesh will
focus that proper water management
willbe amajor determinant of regional
and international cooperation, peace
and security,” Seheli added.

FROM PAGE 1

The signs that there would be chaos
during the clection were obvious: The
pro-Awami League and pro-BNP camps
formed (wo separate subcommittees o
hold the election in what senior lawyers
said was an unprecedented incident in
the history of SCBA.

After the formation of the two
committees by the two opposing camps,
Supreme Court’s Senior lawyer Khurshid
Alam Khan on February 26 warned of
chaos during the election.

“I have never seen more than one
election sub-committee to conduct
SCBA elections. Leaders from the two
groups should immediately settle the
dispute through discussion,” he told The
Daily Star then.

SCBA  Secretary Md Abdun Nur
Dulal who was elected from the pro-
AL  Bangabandhu Awami Ainjibi
Parishad last year, issued a notice on
February 23 forming a seven-member
election subcommittee led by Shah Md
Khasruzzaman.

On the same day, SCBA Senior
Assistant ~ Secretary  Mahfuz  Bin
Yousuf, who was elected from the pro
BNP Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi Ainjibi
Oikya Panel last year, issued a separate
circular forming another seven-
member subcommittee led by AZM
Fariduzzaman Farhad to conduct the
election.

Amid  controversies over the
formation of two separate committees,
both the camps reached a settlement,
making senior lawyer and former justice
Md Munsurul Hoque Chowdhury the
head of a election conducting sub
committee.

But Munsurul resigned from the post
citing personal reasons on March 13.

Later, the AL-backed SCBA members
formed another sub-committee led
by Moniruzzaman while the pro-BNP
lawyers formed another committee led
by ASM Moktar Kabir.

ProBNP lawyers then started
demanding formation of a committee
under someone who is “acceptable” to
all.

Meanwhile, ~Wednesday’s  police
assault on journalists and pro-BNP
lawyers on Supreme Court premises
was widely criticised with many raising
questions about the sanctity of the apex
judicial body.

Lawyer 71 Khan Panna said, “I have
never seen police enter the Supreme

Court and attack people, not even during
the military regime. I am ashamed of
it. I don’t know why we reached such a
state.”

A total of 4,137 lawyers cast their
votes in the election conducted by the
Moniruzzaman-led subcommittee
formed by the pro-AL faction of the
SCBA. The number of voters in the
association is 8,589.

The 12 other winning candidates
are Mohammad Ali Azam and Jasmine
Sultana (vice presidents); Masud Alsm
Chowdhury (Treasurer); Noor-Alam-
Uzzal and Harunur Rashid (assistant
secretaries); and Safayet Hossain Sajib,
Mohiuddin Rudro, Shafique Raihan
Sawon, Suvash Chandra Das, Nazmul
Hossain  Swapan, Delwar Hossain
and Moniruzzaman Rana (executive
members).

Yesterday, a large number of police
were deployed on the Supreme Court
premises.

Some lawyers formed a human chain
in front of the SCBA office in protest of
the assault on lawyers by the police.

Meanwhile, on the ground floor of
the SCBA building, three to four lawyers,
including Amatul Karim Swapna and
Aynunnahar Siddiqua Lipi, engaged in
a heated argument with some pro-AL
lawyers over the presence of so many law
enforcers. Attorney General AM Amin
Uddin was seen trying to stop the fight.

Contacted, Mohammad Mominul
Islam Bhuiyan, deputy commissioner
of Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP),
said around 500 police personnel were
deployed on the instruction of higher
authorities

Snatching of ballot papers and
scuffles took place the night before the
election day, he added.

Before resigning from the post
of convenor of the subcommittee
citing personal reasons, Munsurul on
March 11 wrote to the DMP requesting
deployment of an adequate number
of law enforcers on the SCBA premises
during the election.

There is no necessity for taking
permission from the SC administration
for deploying police at the SCBA, said
the deputy commissioner.

A lawyer named Salahuddin Rigan
was arrested on charges of stealing
ballot papers and assaulting lawyers on
Wednesday, he said.

Yesterday, SC Registrar General Md

Golam Rabbani told this correspondent
that after learning about the deployment
on Wednesday morning, he instructed
the police not to take any action unless
someone’s life and properties were at
risk.

DMP REGRETS
DMP Commissioner Khandker Golam
Faruq vyesterday expressed —regret

over the assault on journalists while
Detective Branch chief Muhammad
Harun Or Rashid said the attacks were
unintentional.

Police will work to prevent such
incidents in future, said Harun.

Pro-BNP lawyers met Chief Justice
Hasan Foez Siddique and informed him
what had happened on Wednesday. The
chief justice was presiding over an eight
member full bench of the Appellate
Division at the time.

In the morning, former attorney
general AJ Mohammad Ali, a leader
of the pro-BNP group, told the bench
that “an unprecedented incident took
place on the Supreme Court premises
on Wednesday. It is still going on. Even
today, there are police stationed in front
of many of the lawyers’ rooms.”

Another pro-BNP lawyer Ruhul
Quddus Kazal said, “I was attacked and
my robe was torn. Today, I borrowed a
robe and put it on. Thousands of police
have been deployed. Lawyers were beaten
up by the police and thrown out of the
polling station. Why can’t I be present at
the polling station?”

Lawyer Mahbub Uddin Khokon said,
“Police were kicking us. I am not able to
stand properly because of the pain. Many
lawyers and journalists were injured.”

The chief justice then asked the pro-
BNP lawyers to meet him at his office
after court hours. The lawyers met the
chief justice at his office and requested
him to take measures over the incidents.

The chief justice told the lawyers that
he would talk to Attorney General AM
Amin Uddin.

Later in the day, Amin Uddin told
reporters at his office that the chief
justice has nothing to do with the
situation that unfolded over the SCBA
election.

Ain O Salish Kendra, Bangladesh
Legal Aid and Services Trust and
several other organisations yesterday
condemned the police assault on
lawyers and journalists and demanded
investigations.
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‘Will step down if

polls not tree, fair’

Says EC Alamgir on next
general elections

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Election Commissioner Md Alamgir yesterday guaranteed
that the next general election will be free and fair, and if
they are not able to hold such polls, they will step down

Bangabandhu'’s
103rd birth

from their positions.

Alamgir was talking to reporters at his EC office.

Asked about what happens if the commission has to
compromise, he said, “You will not see us in this chair
then. If we can’t do what we have pledged to do through
oath, why should we remain in this chair?”

He said the other election commissioners also have
similar thoughts regarding the matter.

Alamgir said it is possible to hold a free and fair election
under a partisan government if the commission wants to
do so. It depends on how well the Election Commission
performs its duties, he added.

“The previous Election Commission can say why they
could not do so in the past. The people of the previous
and current commission are different from each other,”

Alamgir said.

Asked whether they will take any initiative to bring
an end to the ongoing pollical stalemate over joining the
next general election, Alamgir said, “Has the constitution
given the EC any such responsibilities?”

He said the EC has the power to take opinions from
various stakeholders, civil society. Dialogue can be held
with political parties, he added.

Alamgir said, “It is our responsibility that those who

will participate in the elections can campaign freely;
voters can come to the polling stations and vote for their

preferred candidates.”

Wasa cannot
hike water
tariff until rule
formulated: HC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
The High Court yesterday
declared that authorities
of Dhaka Water Supply and
Sewerage Authority cannot
hike water tariff until a rule
is formulated under the
Wasa Act in this regard.

The HC bench of Justice
Md Mozibur Rahman Miah
and Justice Kazi Md Ejarul
Haque Akondo delivered
the verdict after hearing a
petition filed by Consumer
Association of Bangladesh,
petitioner’s lawyer
Jyotirmoy Barua told The
Daily Star.

Details of the HC verdict
could not be known as its
full text was not released yet.

Wasa  lawyer  Sayed
Mahshib Hossain told this
correspondent  that  his
client will move an appeal
before the Appellate Division
of the Supreme Court after
receiving the HC verdict.

The HC also declared
illegal the decision to award
performance bonuses to
employees of Dhaka Wasa.

According to the petition,
in the 291st meeting of
Dhaka Wasa board on April
27 last year, it was decided
to give performance award
(performance bonus) to its
employees, which will be
equal to three basic salaries.

The petition said the
authorities of Dhaka Wasa
cannot award performance

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

DEATH OF FARDIN
Bushra gets

permanent bail
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday
granted permanent bail to
Amatullah Bushra in the
case filed over the death of
Buet student Fardin Noor
Parash.

Bushra, who was in jail
for two months following
Fardin’s death in November
last year, was cleared of
murder charges through
a report submitted by the
Detective Branch (DB) of
police on February 6.

Bushra was present
at the Metropolitan
Magistrate’s Court today
to submit a petition for
permanent bail in the case.

Metropolitan Magistrate
Shanto Islam Mallik
granted her permanent bail
and fixed April 16 as the
next hearing of the case.

PRAYER &
TIMING iTTd
MARCH 17 \\\V/

Fazr Juma Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 5-00 12-30 430 6-14 745
JAMAAT 5-35 1-15 445 6-18 8-15

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

A treat for art

AFICIONADOS

Murtaja Baseer’s artworks showcased in city gallery

One of the two unsold
linocut prints of “Bloody
21st” by famous artist
Murtaja Baseer is on
display at Galleri Kaya’s
exclusive group art
exhibition, CLASSIC

10. This is exciting

news for collectors and
alicionados of Dhaka’s
art scene. Also, on offer
will be the classic linocut
print “The shoe shine

boy” by Baseer.
RBR

is passionate and nationalistic. Baseer was
one of the protestors of February 21, 1952.
The horror, fear, revolt, and tension of the
event are all expressed in the artwork. The
artist’s first-hand reaction is expressed
in the compositional tension but Baseer
himself was not aware of the historical
impact the artwork would have in the
future.

In 2006, Galleri Kaya took the initiative
to print and declare the edition of Baseer.

The exhibition will be inaugurated
on March 18 at the Galleri Kaya
premises in Uttara

Shoe shine boy Lj
Y Linocyt
9.5x 13cm (8x5in) 1 954

PHOTO: GALLERI KAYA

Bloody 21st Linocut 25 x 17.5cm (10x7in) 1952

The “The shoe shine boy” is a 1954
artwork, depicting the working class, and
one of Baseer’s notable, earlier works.
Basheer was into leftist politics and his
subject matter and composition had a
sense of social commitment to it. The
artwork resonates with one’s heartstrings.

Besides Basheer’s work, on display will
be maestro SM Sultan’s 1958 portrait of
pastoral landscape. Shahbuddin Ahmed’s
Lithograph on paper will also be part of
the exhibition. Rich in terms of body of
work, the exhibition is a must visit just to
see the great artwork in person.

CLASSIC 10 at Galleri Kaya is a group
art exhibition by 10 eminent, modern and
contemporary artists of Bangladesh and
feature artworks done between the year
1956 and 2023.

The list includes some of the most
notable names in the art scene, including
S M Sultan, Murtaja Baseer, Samarjit Roy
Choudhury, Hashem Khan, Rafiqun Nabi,
Hamiduzzaman Khan, Shahabuddin
Ahmed, Chandra Shekhar Dey,
Mohammad Eunus, and Ranjit Das.

The exhibition will be inaugurated on
March 18 at the Galleri Kaya premises in
Uttara.

Every nook and cranny of Dhaka have
stories waiting to be told. “My Dhaka”
gives interested writers the platform
to share experiences of city life. Only
selected stories will make it to our print
edition and digital platform. Send
your Dhaka story (within 450 words) to
raffat@thedailystar.net

At the break of dawn, boatmen of the Buriganga were still asleep on their boats. To save the cost of accommodation from their modest
income, they sleep inside these makeshift arrangements. The boats, that work as the source of their livelihoods during the day, also function
as their home and shelter when the night falls. The photo was taken yesterday from Kamrangirchar.

PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN

anniv today

BSS, Dhaka

The 103rd birth anniversary
of Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur  Rahman  will
be observed across the
country today.

The day is celebrated
as the National Children’s
Day. It is also a public
holiday.

On this day in 1920,
the architect of the nation
was born in Tungipara of
Gopalganj.

Through his dynamic
leadership, Bangabandhu
had organised the Bangalee
nation to fight against
exploitation and repression
by the Pakistani rulers. The
movement culminated in

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Child marriage more
prevalent in char areas

Speakers tell event

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

While child marriage is an issue that has
plagued the entire country, the prevalence
is higher in the remote char lands in the
country’s northern parts due to poverty,
illiteracy and insecurity, said speakers at
an event yesterday.

They also said despite continuous
efforts, the number of child marriages
has again gone up in the aftermath of
the Covid-19 pandemic, and to address
the issue, there is a need for a holistic
approach.

Speakers made the remarks at the
event, titled “Prevention of Child Marriage
in remote and marginalised chars of
northern Bangladesh”, jointly organised
by Friendship and The Daily Star at The
Daily Star Centre in the capital.

“I think the figures and regional
comparisons on child marriage remain
very concerning,” said Robert Chatterton
Dickson, British high commissioner to
Bangladesh.

In his keynote presentation, Ahmed
Toufiqur Rahman, assistant director
(inclusive citizenship) of Friendship,
mentioned that the overall prevalence of
child marriage in the country is 51 percent,

which is the highest among all South
Asian nations.

“In  Rajshahi and Rangpur, the
prevalence is higher -- around 68 percent,
he said. The figure is much higher in char
lands,” he added.

Onno van Manen, country director of
Save the Children, Bangladesh, highlighted
how the loopholes in the law are being
exploited in favour of child marriage.

“There are various ministries that are
looking into the issue. This either results
in overlapping or gaps in the initiatives. It
has also been challenging to motivate the
government staffers to become proactive
in resisting child marriage,” he said.

“People facilitating child marriages face
no consequences. That is also something
that the system needs to look at,” he added.

Local government representatives from
remote char lands in Kurigram also shared
their perspectives on child marriage.

“The main reason behind child
marriage is poverty. Moreover, illiteracy
and insecurity have been adding fuel
to continue the problem,” said Saidur
Rahman, chairman of Bhogdanga Union
Parishad of Kurigram.

Runa Khan, executive director of

SEE PAGE 4 COL 5

Fake vaccine
factory busted

in Keraniganj
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

capital, they set up a small
factory in Keraniganj and
started manufacturing fake
Cervarix vaccines, used to
prevent cervical cancer.

As raw materials, the
group used hepatitis B
vaccine brought illegally
from India. They would then
campaign at educational
institutions  in  Dhaka
and  Gazipur through
health foundations and
vaccination centres.
The group even sold the
counterfeit products to

different pharmacies,
claimed police’s Detective
Branch (DB).

Law enforcers, however,
did not further elaborate
about the process.

“In the last two years,
around 6,000 girls and
women of different
educational  institutions
in Dhaka and Gazipur
got these fake vaccines,”
Muhammad Harun
Or Rashid, additional
commissioner of DB of
Dhaka Metropolitan Police,

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Women must
speak up

Speakers tell debate festival

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

National Debate Federation Bangladesh (NDF BD)
hosted an event, titled “7th NDF BD Women Debate
Festival "23” yesterday at Government College of
Applied Human Science premises in Dhaka.

The festival featured 400 contestants overall
from schools, colleges, universities, and open
clubs.

During the opening ceremony, Tasmima
Hossain, editor of The Daily Ittefaq, said, “Debate
plays a significant role in reforming society. I'm
glad there are so many female debaters here.”

“Women must practice speaking up and
expressing their opinions to achieve true
independence for women in our culture.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

LAND FOR SALE

Baridhara Diplomatic Zone
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ACC can dismiss
oflicials without
showing reason: SC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Appellate Division of the Supreme Court yesterday
ruled in favour of the Anti-Corruption Commission
(Servants) Service Rules, which allows the commission to
dismiss its officials without showing any reason.
According to Section 54 (2) of Anti-Corruption

Commission  (Servants)

Service

Rules-2008, the

commission can terminate any officer either by issuing
90-day notice or paying 90 days’ salary in cash.

Yesterday, the Appellate Division overturned a High
Court verdict that had scrapped the section.

An eight-member bench of the apex court headed
by Chief Justice Hasan Foez Siddique delivered the
verdict after allowing an appeal filed by the commission
challenging the HC judgement.

Following the SC verdict, the commission can dismiss any
of its officials or employees without showing any reason,
ACC lawyer Khurshid Alam Khan told The Daily Star.

He said such provision is necessary for the ACC, which
is a very sensitive institution, in order to control any

unruly official.

The lawyer also said former deputy assistant director
of ACC Sharif Uddin cannot get his job back following the

apex court judgement.

On February 16 last year, the commission sacked Sharif

following Section 54(2).

Advocate Salahuddin Dolon appeared for Sharif.

Labourers unload sand from the cargo in Kheyarghat area of Khulna’s Khalishpur. Despite the recent price hike
of daily necessities, the remuneration for this work has not increased. They get Tk 3 for unloading each bowl
of sand, and one worker usually unloads around 150 to 180 bowls a day. The photo was taken recently.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
Bangladesh, AFD
sign for grant of
€560,000

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT
Bangladesh and French aid agency Agence
Francaise de Développement (AFD) have signed a
€560,000 grant for improving energy efliciency
in the country.

French Ambassador to Bangladesh, Marie
Masdupuy, co-signed the grant agreement with
Bangladesh yesterday, according to a statement of
the French embassy in Dhaka.

In 2021, AFD and the Bangladesh Infrastructure
Finance TFund Limited (BIFFL) entered into
collaboration to support energy efliciency
initiatives in the industry.

PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

Money’s there, not coordination

FROM PAGE 5

Ahsan H Mansur, director
of Policy Research Institute,
said, “We have over seven
lakh diesel-run irrigation
pumps which we can
easily transform into solar
pumps.”

“We have a huge number
of battery-run rickshaws
in rural areas. Each driver
needs to charge their
battery, spending around
Tk 3,500 a month. We can
use cost effective solar
power here,” Ahsan said.

“We made strides in

implementing rooftop
solar-power  generation,
but that progress got lost
when the government
expanded the grid line.
However, they can run
parallelly,” he added.
Lawmaker Ahsan Adelur
Rahman said, “We will sit
with the National Board
of Revenue to deduct
taxes for renewable-energy

equipment.

Power Cell Director
General Mohammad
Hossain said the

government has committed

to produce 40 percent
of electricity from clean
sources, which includes
nuclear energy, not only
renewables. He said they
will need a coordinated
effort to achieve the goal.

Sharif Jamil, general
secretary of Bangladesh
Poribesh Andolon,
said, “There is a lack of
environmental-impact
assessment in every
government project. We
are making our country
a dumping and testing
ground.”

81pc students were out of remote

FROM PAGE 5

and private tuition before

the pandemic, which was

later reduced to two hours

during the pandemic.
According to the

report, teachers in some

10 LET - OFFICE SPACE

BAITUL VIEW TOWER,
56/1, Purana Paltan, Dhaka -1000.
11" Floor (Level-12) 4330 Sq. f

Mobile: 01799-749304

20.3 percent of schools
monitored their students
via phones. In some 71.7
percent of schools, teachers
provided assignment
sheets and other materials
to recover from the
learning losses.

However, around 17.5
percent of schools took
no such measures for the
students.

The survey was
conducted in a total of
9,000 houses across the

country from December 21,
2021, to January 10, 2022.

While presenting
the findings, Md Masud
Alam, director of BBS’s
Demography and Health
Wing, said, “The pandemic
resulted in an increased
number of school dropouts
at the primary education
level. The percentage of
dropouts stands at 15.4 in
2021, which was 6.4 percent
in 2019.”
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Long Term

British American Tobacco Bangladesh Company Limited
Mo D.0UH. 5. Road, BMobakhali, Dhaka -1 206

PRICE SENSITIVE INFORMATION

Credit Rating Result 2022

This-i5 to inform all concerned that Credit Rating Information and
Services Limited (CRISL) has awarded the following credit rating to
British American Tobacco Bangladesh  Company
Bangladesh) based on the Company's audited Financial Statements for
the year ended 31" December 2022 as well as other relevant guantitative
and qualitative information up to the date of the rating declaration:

Short Term
5T-1

Outlook
Stable

Limited {BAT

Date: 15% parch 2023

Tdf=

Md. Azizur Rahman FCS
Company Secretary
British American Tobacco Bangladesh Company Limited

Fake vaccine factory busted

FROM PAGE 3

told reporters at his office
yesterday, after arresting
five people for their alleged
involvement.

The arrestees are Saiful
Islam Shipon, 26, Faisal
Ahmed, 32, Al Amin, 34,
Nuruzzaman Sagar, 24, and
Atikul Islam, 19.

Shipon used to bring
GeneVac B, a hepatitis B
vaccine, illegally from India
for Tk 350 each, through one
Fazr Ali, and stored those in
his house in Dakshinkhan.
Later, he took those to the
factory of one Himel, said
the DB official.

They made 10 fake
vaccines from each of the
hepatitis vaccines and sold
each for Tk 2,500.

GeneVac-B is banned for
import, while the actual
Cervarix vaccine has not
been imported in the
country for the last three
years, DB officials said.

The DB official said
the group marketed the

vaccine through three
health foundations and
vaccination  centres in
Dhaka and Gazipur.

DB raided the factory and
seized 1,025 fake Cervarix
vaccines, 120 GeneVac-B,

Women must speak

FROM PAGE 3

Participating in debate
competitions can
improve the power (o

communicate,” she added.
Following the inaugural
ceremony and welcome
remarks, a parliamentary
discussion on “How
Using Digital Technology
Would Boost Up Women’s
Empowerment” was held.
After this session, young
debaters participated

in a workshop where M
Alamgir, co-chairman of
NDF BD, advised them on
presentation  techniques
and pronunciation.

The event came to an
end with a prize-giving
ceremony, followed by a
cultural segment. Munni
Saha, news head at ATN
News and Japanese
artists Mae  Watanabe
were awarded for their
contribution.

Bangabandhu’s 103rd

FROM PAGE 3
independent  Bangladesh
through the nine-month
Liberation War in 1971.

President M Abdul
Hamid and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina will pay
tributes to the Father of the
Nation by placing wreaths at
Bangabandhu’s mausoleum
at Tungipara in Gopalganj.

The  president and
premier also issued separate
messages marking the day.

Besides, different socio-
political organisations,
including Awami League
and its associate bodies,
have drawn up various
programmes o observe the
day.

Bangladesh ~ missions
abroad have also chalked
out elaborate programmes
to celebrate the day.

Bangladesh
Bangladesh

Betar,
Television

and other private TV
channels and radio
stations will air special
programmes highlighting
the significance of the day.

Child marriage

FROM PAGE 3
Friendship, stressed
society’s role in stopping
child marriage during her
concluding remarks.
Natalie McCauley, chief
of the child protection
team at Unicef; Marie
Masdupuy,  Ambassador
of France to Bangladesh;
Amena Begum, deputy
inspector general
(protection and protocol)
of the Special Branch of
Bangladesh Police; and
Mohammad Rafiqul Islam,
director (head office) of
Islamic Foundation, spoke
at the event among others.

Manjurul Karim
new envoy to Iran
DIPLOMATIC

CORRESPONDENT -

The government has decided @

to appoint Manjurul Karim a

Khan Chowdhury as new

ambassador to Iran. AV

Karim, who is currently
serving as Bangladesh ambassador to Myanmar, is
going to replace Ambassador AFM Gousal Azam
Sarker.

In his diplomatic career, he served in various
capacities at Bangladesh missions at Bandar
Seri Begawan, Rome and London. Also, he was
Bangladesh consul general in Istanbul.

one ampoule-making
machine, 100 ampoules,
500 caps of ampoules, one
car and a motorbike.

Wasa cannot

FROM PAGE 3
bonuses to its officers and
employees by treating the
organisation as a business.
The managing director
and CEO of Dhaka Wasa
introduced this corporate
practice  of  awarding
performance bonus, which
is against the provisions of
the Dhaka Wasa Act, 1996.
Moreover, there is no
competitor in the service,
and hence, the question
of awarding performance
bonus to the employees does
not arise at all, the petitioner
stated in the petition.

Student among two
killed in road crash

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur
Two people — including a student - were killed as
a bus hit them in Jhalakathi yesterday morning.
The accident happened on Barishal-Patuakhali
road at Shimultala in Nalchhity upazila, said police.
Turjo Bhattacharya, 17, a 10th-grader of ZA
Bhutto Secondary School and son of Milon
Bhattcharya from Barishal’s Bakerganj; and three-
wheeler driver Akas from Nalchhity died on the
spot, said police. During the accident, Turjo was
standing in front of the school.
Later, students blocked the road for two hours,
demanding a speed breaker on the spot.

oabLbLbqb88oc0
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Uttar Badda Progoti Sharani
BTl Premier Plaza Level-3,
Net: 975sqft & Level-4,3500
sqft. Office Speac RENT.
Pls Call: 01916668889

employ t
General Manager:

Must be fluent in English.
Branch Manager:

Oualification: Graduate.
Must be fluent in English.

Job opportunitcy

Awell rr.:}putcd Coftee house and Restaurant intends to
1e service of following professionals:

Minimum of 5 years working Expenience as General Manager.
Cualification: Minimum Graduate.

Minimum of 5 vears working experience as Manager,

Interested candidates are requested to meet in
person along with their application CVand and
recent photograph between 19 March to 20"
March.2023, at HOBNOB COFFEE.55Gausul
Azam Avenue, Sector -14, Uttara, Dhaka

Groom for Muslim Woman

Seeking husband for never
married, religious and  well-
educated woman, age 37. Groom
age range: 34-42, well-educated,
NoN-SMOKE. Contact:
elderbrother7182@amail.com .

HOUSE TO-LET
9000 Sft Independent House

2 Storied Building at Banani

Office/ School/ Restanrant
15 Car Parking
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01753022984
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Money’s there,
not coordination

Say speakers on renewable-
energy generation

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

There is ample money to invest in the renewable-energy
sector, but the problem is lack of coordination and
initiatives, said speakers at a workshop yesterday.

They said the government has a commitment (o
generate 40 percent of the total electricity from renewable
sources by 2041, but has no roadmap in this regard.

Change Initiatives, a
research and  advocacy The government
platform for renewable g
energy, organised the has the,w'l,l' But
workshop titled “Renewable ~ S0mehow it did not
Energy Finance in W0l'k out. We are
Bangladesh: Prospects, ~ trying to get home-
Risks and De risk grown technology
Mechanisms”. and conduct
In the keynote research.
presentation, M  Zakir
Hossain Khan, chief WASEQA AYESHA KHAN

Chief of parliamentary
committee on power,
energy

executive of the platform,
said to achieve the 2041
target, the country will
have to invest $26.4 billion.
It has the potential to get

There is a lack of

$38.44 billion from funders environmental-
like Global Environmental impact
Faﬁtility, Gﬁ)bal Clémate assessment in

Change Alliance, Green
Climate Fund IRM, and every g.overnment
Clean Technology Fund. pro;ect.‘We e
“From 2016 o 2022, making our
the country has received countryadump!ng
only $6.71 billion,” he said, and testing
adding that Bangladesh ground.

has ambitious goals but is
SHARIF JAMIL

currently producing only
3 percent of the country’s
electricity from renewables.
Waseqa Ayesha Khan, chief of the parliamentary
committee on power, energy and mineral resources, said
the government has the will. “But somehow it did not
work out. We are trying to get home-grown technology
and conduct research.”
She said Bangladesh should not be a dumping ground
for outdated technologies from developed countries.
SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

General Secretary of Bapa

Women of Bholganj in Sylhet’s Companiganj upazila have been collecting wood for cooking from a forest close
to the Bangladesh-India border for some time now. After the closure of Bholganj’s stone quarry a couple of

years ago, around 20,000 to 25,000 people became jobless. The traditional method of cooking with wood made
a comeback in the area as a cost-cutting policy.

PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR

81pc students were out
ol remote learning

Finds national survey on children’s education in Bangladesh 2021

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Around 8l percent of primary and
secondary school students were
out of remote learning initiatives
during Covid-19 school closures,
according to a joint study by the
government and Unicef.

Findings of the National
Survey on Children’s Education
in Bangladesh 2021 were revealed

yesterday at the Bangladesh Bureau
of Statistics (BBS) auditorium in
Agargaon.

Shah Rezwan Hayat, director
general of the Directorate of
Primary Education, said, “The
government  took  immediate
measures (0 save the education
sector. However, many students
still dropped out of schools and
faced learning losses. We have been

trying to address the issues,” he
said.

The study mentioned that 18.7
percent of primary and secondary
schoolsin Bangladesh implemented
remote learning during the school
closure.

Besides, the study showed that
a student studied for an average
of 6 hours a day at home, school

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

Man sent to jail over
rape of 12-yr-old

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

A man was arrested yesterday in connection with
the rape of a 12-year-old in Meherpur.

The accused, Reagan, was arrested from a
relative’s house in the district’s Gangni upazila
around 3:00am, said Md Ashraf, sub-inspector of
the district’s detective branch of police.

On the same day, police produced him before a
local court, which sent him to jail.

The incident took place on Wednesday
afternoon, following which the victim’s uncle
filed a case with Meherpur Police Station, Ashraf
said.

According to the case statement, the accused
raped the child when she was at her relative’s
house in the district’s Sadar upazila.

The victim was rescued and admitted to a
hospital and is said to be in critical condition due
to heavy bleeding, said a doctor stationed there.

Travel through
Sonamasjid port
resumes alter 3yrs

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chapainawabganj

Travel of passengers between Bangladesh and
India through Chapainawabganj’s Sonamasjid
land port resumed on Thursday after a three -year
suspension.

Indian Assistant High Commissioner in
Rajshahi, Manoj Kumar inaugurated the operation
of Sonamasjid check post.

Passengers of both countries having passports
will be able to travel through the check post from
now on.

A 25-member Bangladeshi delegation led by
Chapainawabganj Chamber of Commerce and
Industry President Abdul Wahed went to India
through the check post on the first day, reports
UNB.

Movement of passengers through the land
port was closed off on March 15, 2020 due to the
outbreak of Covid-19.

However, the export and import activities
through Sonamasjid land port in the district was
operational during the pandemic.

Nineteen scouts of Sunnydale School received President’s Scout Award-2020 during the 51st annual general
meeting of Bangladesh Scouts national council yesterday. A total of 626 scouts from across the country received the

award.

PHOTO: COLLECTED

Moudud Ahmed will
always be remembered

Speakers tell event marklng veteran politician’s 2nd death anniv

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Noakhali

Veteran politician Moudud Ahmed
will always be remembered in the
history of politics, said speakers
yesterday.

Marking the second death
anniversary of Moudud, who was
BNP’s standing committee member,
the party organised a discussion
at Mohammad Nagar village in
Noakhali’s Companiganj upazila to
commemorate his life and works.

They said as a lawyer, as a
politician, and above all, as a writer
and researcher, Moudud will always
be remembered. He will remain
alive in the minds of people in his
constituency as well as everyone in
the country.

Addressing the discussion as chief

guest, BNP standing committee
member and former minister Abdul
Moyeen Khan said, “Moudud Ahmed
was one of the architects of the
country’s development.”

“The former law minister was a
‘language soldier” in 1952. He was not

allowed to take the matriculation
exam from school because he joined
the Language Movement,” he said.
Until  his  death, Moudud
contributed to the country regardless
of party affiliation, added Moyeen.
Among others, BNP chairperson’s
adviser Zainul Abedin Farroque,

Chattogram Metropolitan
Swechchhasebak Dal joint secretary
Anowar Hossain Ershad, and
Noakhali district BNP  member

Golam Muhit Foysal addressed the
event, presided by Hasna Jasim Uddin
Moudud, wife of Moudud.

On march 16,2021, Moudud passed
away while undergoing treatment
at Mount Elizabeth Hospital in
Singapore at the age of 81.
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3 awarded
for climate-
friendly

innovations
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

ActionAid Bangladesh
awarded three young
individuals for their
use of climate-friendly
methods in agriculture
and renewable energy Lo
produce biogas.

The awards were
presented at an event
called “Road to Green
and Sustainable
Transition:  Exploring
Best Practices in
Agriculture and Energy”

held at the Global
Platform  Bangladesh
office in Dhaka.

Muhmaamd MA
Tamim of Kushtia was
named the winner for
producing biogas from
renewable energy. Arnab
Mistry, from Bagerhat,
was the first runner-up
for producing paddy
in fields with salinity.
Ahasanul Baser Shuvo,
from Manikganj, was
the second runner-up
for producing organic
vegetables and helping
farmers sell them at
markets.

The winners received
prize money, crests and
certificates.

Brac
Healthcare
Centre opens

at Kazipara
STAR REPORT

Brac Healthcare Limited,
a concern of Brac
Enterprises, launched its
first healthcare centre
at the capital’s Kazipara,
Mirpur, yesterday [March
16], said a press release.
Tamara Hasan Abed,
managing director,
Brac Enterprises,
inaugurated the centre.
The centre’s advanced
imaging technology,
including X-ray,
ultrasonography, and a
fully equipped laboratory
promise to deliver timely
and accurate test results.

BRAC Healthcare will
offer comprehensive
dental services

including regular check-
ups, teeth cleanings,
cosmetic fillings, tooth
extractions, and more.
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Israeli raid in
West Bank
Kills three

AFP, Ramallah

Isracli forces Kkilled three
Palestinians in a raid in
Jenin in the occupied
West Bank vyesterday, the
Palestinian health ministry
said.

There  were  “three
martyrs from occupation
(Israeli) bullets in Jenin,”
a ministry statement said,
while the Israeli army said
that “security forces are
currently operating in the
Jenin refugee camp”.

On Wednesday, Israeli
security forces killed a man
suspected of planting a
roadside bomb that injured
a man near the occupied
West Bank this week, the
military said, adding that
the suspect appeared (o
have been planning other
attacks.

On Monday, an Israeli
motorist was seriously hurt
in an explosion on a road
near the occupied West
Bank, where Palestinian

militant  attacks  have
intensified in recent
months.

Armenia fears
Karabakh
‘eenocide’
Seeks UN help

AFP, Yerevan

Armenia said  yesterday
it would appeal to the
international community
to help prevent “genocide”
in Nagorno-Karabakh
after criticising the role of
Russian peacekeepers  in
the breakaway region in
Azerbaijan.

The  Caucasus-region
arch foes have fought two
wars for control of the
mountainous  Karabakh
region since the 1990s,
with both Moscow and the
West playing mediation
roles.

Yerevan has said that
an Azerbaijani blockade of
the only land link between
the separatist stronghold
and Armenia has spurred a
humanitarian crisis there.

Baku has denied the
accusations. “Azerbaijan’s
political-military
leadership is preparing
an cthnic cleansing, a
genocide in Karabakh,”
Armenian Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan told a
meeting of his cabinet.

“Russian  peacekeepers
are the guarantors
of the security of the
population of Karabakh
and if they can’t ensure
it, they must turn to the
UN Security Council to
prevent  genocide,”  he
said. Pashinyan added
that he had instructed his
foreign ministry to “launch
mechanisms on preventing
genocide.”

DEMOGRAPHIC WOES

South Korea
hits record-low
weddings: data

AFP, Seoul

An elderly woman stands near a burning building following shelling in Kostyantynivka, Donetsk region, on Wednesday, amid the Russian

invasion of Ukraine.

BID TO TACKLE REGIONAL THREATS

Japan, S Korea thaw ties

North Korea fires long range missile ahead of talks

AFP, Tokyo

Japan and South Korea announced the end of tit-for-
tat trade measures and pledged renewed diplomacy
as leaders of the two countries met in Tokyo Thursday
for a summit to thaw long-frozen ties.

The neighbours, both key US partners in the
region, have for years been locked in a bitter dispute
over Japan’s use of wartime forced labour.

Relations deteriorated after South Korea’s Supreme
Court in 2018 ordered Japanese firms to compensate
victims of forced labour, but
this month Seoul announced
a plan to pay those affected
without Tokyo’s involvement.

President Yoon Suk Yeol has
been keen to end the spat and
form a united front against
regional challenges including
North Korea, which launched
a long-range missile just hours
before Yoon’s arrival in Tokyo.

After talks, he and Japan’s

trilateral meetings with China.

And Yoon said the nations would revive a military
intelligence agreement that Seoul paused when
relations nosedived.

In a potent reminder of the security challenges
that have pushed Seoul and Tokyo closer together,
North Korea fired a long-range ballistic missile just
hours before Yoon’s arrival.

“As seen from North Korea’s long-range ballistic
missile launch this morning before I left for Tokyo,
North Korea’s ever-increasing nuclear missile threat
poses a great threat to peace
and stability,” he said.

“Korea and Japan must
closely cooperate in solidarity
to wisely deal with these illegal
threats.”

The wo neighbours are
US allies and economically
developed democracies, but
their relations have long
been poisoned by history,
particularly atrocities

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
announced the resumption
of “shuttle diplomacy,” with the leaders agreeing to
regular reciprocal visits to build confidence.

Japanese media said this could include Kishida
inviting Yoon to the G7 summit in Hiroshima in May,
and then visiting Seoul.

“Strengthening Japan-South Korea ties in the
current strategic environment is urgent,” Kishida
told reporters at a joint press conference with Yoon
after talks.

“I hope this visit will nurture trust and friendship
and significantly elevate Japan-South Korea
relations.”

Tokyo’s trade ministry said earlier on Thursday it
would end restrictions on exports to South Korea of
key industrial materials needed for semiconductors,
and Seoul said it would withdraw a complaint filed
with the World Trade Organization.

Kishida said both countries wanted stronger
deterrence capacities, and that suspended security
and ministerial talks would now resume, along with

The number of South Koreans who tied the knot
last year hit a record low, figures showed yesterday,
compounding looming demographic woes in a country
with the world’s lowest birth rate.

Some 192,000 couples got married last year,
according to the data released by Statistics Korea
yesterday, down by more than 40 percent from a
decade earlier in 2012, when 327,000 couples had wed.

This is the lowest number of marriages in a year
since records began in 1970.

The average age for men getting married for the first
time was 33.7 years old, a record high, the data showed,
while the age for brides also hit a record high of 31.3
years old for marriage.

They represent an increase of 1.6 years for men and
1.9 for women for first-time marriage from a decade
earlier.

Nearly 80 percent of couples who got married last
year were doing so for the first time.

The new data comes as South Korea is grappling
with a chronic decline in its birth rate, with the lowest
ever number of babies - 249,000 — born last year,
breaking a previous record low in 2021.

South Korea had long ago passed the so-called
replacement rate after which a population begins to
shrink with a record-low 0.78 births per woman last
year. The government has spent 280 trillion won since
2006 in an effort to boost birth rates but population is
projected to fall from 52 million to 39 million by 2067.

committed during Japan’s 35-
year colonial rule, including the
use of wartime sex slaves -- euphemistically termed
“comfort women” -- and forced labour.

Japan rejected the 2018 Supreme Court ruling,
arguing that colonial-era disputes had been settled
in 1965, when diplomatic ties were normalised and
Tokyo gave Seoul loans and economic aid equivalent
to several billion dollars today.

However, Yoon'’s election, and growing concerns
about North Korean sabre-rattling as well as
Chinese military power, have driven momentum for
reconciliation.

“South Korea can no longer afford to keep
squabbling over specific bilateral issues,” Yuki Asaba,
a professor of Korean studies at Doshisha University,
told AFP.

Following their summit and press conference,
Kishida will host a dinner for Yoon, who reportedly
made a specific menu request: omurice, a Western-
inspired Japanese comfort food featuring an omelette
over rice.

PHOTO: AFP

MILITARY ARMS

India okays
purchase of
equipment
worth $8.5b

REUTERS, New Delhi

India yesterday approved
purchases of missiles,
helicopters, artillery guns
and electronic  warfare
systems worth $8.5 billion
as it sought to add more
teeth o its military.

The Defence Acquisition
Council (DAC), the top
government  body  for
capital acquisition
approvals for the Indian
military, approved the
orders worth 705 billion
rupees  ($8.52  billion)
for all its services, the
Defence Ministry said in a
statement.

All orders would
be placed with Indian
companies, it said,

keeping with a push by
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi’s government o
boost domestic defence
manufacturing.

Flanked by  fellow
nuclear-armed powers

China and Pakistan and
running tensions with
Chinese  (roops  along
its disputed Himalayan
frontier, India has been
seeking to modernise its
mostly Soviet-era military
equipment.

The focus on the navy
comes after India expressed
concern last year over
Chinese activity in the
Indian Ocean.

|'

Women clean mud-covered clothes next to tents donated by Turkish Turk Kizilay humanitarian organisation, following floods in Adiyaman,
southeastern Turkey yesterday. Flash floods killed at least 10 people living in tents and containers set up across Turkey’s quake-hit
southeast, according to media reports.

ARREST WARRANT SUSPENSION
Pakistan trial
court dismisses
Imran’s plea

AFP, Islamabad

A Pakistan court declined
yesterday o cancel an arrest
warrant for former prime
minister Imran Khan, one of
his lawyers said, as hundreds
of his supporters held a vigil
at his home and vowed to stop
police from detaining him.

Attempts by police this week to arrest the 70-year-
old led to pitched battles with his supporters outside his
home in the eastern city of Lahore before a court ordered
authorities to stand down Wednesday.

Khan was ousted from office by a no-confidence vote
last year and has been snarled in dozens of legal cases as
he campaigns for early elections and a return to office.

“The court has dismissed our petition to suspend the
non-bailable arrest warrant, which means that Khan can
be arrested,” lawyer Sher Afzal Marwat told AFP.

It was not immediately clear, however, if police would
move against Khan, whose lawyers gave an undertaking
o the Islamabad court that he would appear on Saturday.

However, Shibli Faraz, a senior party leader, said he
would need “foolproof security” to appear.

This particular case, brought by the Flection
Commission of Pakistan, centres on accusations Khan did
not declare gifts received during his time as premier, or
the profit made from selling them.

He denies the allegations.

MINE EXPIL.OSION
Death toll rises to
21 in Colombia

AFP, Bogota

An explosion at a coal mine in central Colombia
has left 21 miners dead after 10 more bodies
were found in the pit, President Gustavo Petro
said vyesterday. “Sadly, 21 people lost their
lives in this tragic accident in Sutatausa,” a
municipality in Cundinamarca department, the
Colombian leader wrote on Twitter. A build-up
of methane gas apparently triggered the Tuesday
night explosion in the underground complex,
according to local officials. Rescuers had found
11 other bodies on Wednesday in the mine, which
is some 45 miles north of Bogota. Cundinamarca
Governor Nicolas Garcia announced the search
was over yesterday.

US ‘suppressing’
TikTok: China

AFP, Beijing

China urged the United States to stop
“unreasonably suppressing” TikTok yesterday,
after Washington gave the popular video-sharing
app an ultimatum to part ways with its
— - Chinese owners or face a nationwide
" ban. The United States and
' *_ the European Union have
. been taking an increasingly
\ firm approach to the app,
. owned by the Chinese firm
| Bytedance, citing fears that
user data could be used or
abused by Chinese officials.
The White House was reported
on Wednesday to have told the
app that it will be banned in the
United States il it continues to be
owned by the Beijing-based tech firm. A TikTok
spokesperson told AFP that “calls for a ban or
divestment are unnecessary”.

ANIMAL TRIALS
Dengue
treatment
advances

AFP, Tokyo

A new dengue (reatment
that could become the first
to prevent and treat the

virus has proven effective
in initial trials in monkeys,
according to new research.

Dengue is transmitted
by mosquitoes and allects
tens of millions each
year, producing brutal
symptoms that have earned
it the moniker “breakbone
fever”.

It is endemic in dozens
of countries, but no
treatment exists.

Two years ago,
researchers published
work showing a compound
could effectively prevent
the virus from replicating
in cell cultures and mice by
preventing the interaction
between two proteins. Now
the team has refined the
compound and tested it in
both mice and monkeys,
with “very encouraging”
results, said Van Loock, lead
for emerging pathogens at
the Janssen Companies of

PHOTO: AFP Johnson & Johnson.
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UKRAINIAN CHILDREN

Russian transfer
of kids amounts to
‘war crime’: UN

AFP, Geneva

Russia’s forced transfer and deportation
of Ukrainian children to areas under
its control amounts to a war crime, UN
investigators said yesterday, also warning
of possible crimes against humanity.

In its first report, the
high-level investigation
team created by the UN
Human Rights Council a
year ago determined that
Russia had committed a
vast array of violations
since its full-scale
invasion of Ukraine in
February 2022.

“Many of these amount
to war crimes,” the
report by the so-called
Commission of Inquiry
said, highlighting the
forced transfers of children.

“The commission has

concluded
that the situations it has examined
concerning the transfer and deportation
of children, within Ukraine and to the
Russian Federation respectively, violate

Won’t meet
Erdogan

Says Syria’s Assad
until Turkey ends its
‘occupation’

AFP, Moscow

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad
has said he will only meet President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan if Turkey
withdraws troops from northern
Syria, according to a Russian media
interview published yesterday.

His comments come one day after
he met Russian President Vladimir
Putin, who is seeking to repair ties
between Erdogan and Assad severed
after the Syrian war broke out in 2011.

“(Any meeting) is linked to our
reaching the point when Turkey
is ready -- fully and without any
uncertainty — for a complete
withdrawal from Syrian territory,”
Assad told Russia’s state-run RIA-
Novosti news agency.

The Syrian leader, who arrived in
Moscow on Tuesday, demanded that
alongside a withdrawal Turkey end
“support for terrorism”, a reference to
rebel groups that control regions of
northern Syria.

“This is the only way in which my
meeting with Erdogan could take
place,” Assad was cited as saying.

“What significance would any kind
of meeting have -- and why organise
it - if it doesn’t lead to a conclusion
of the war in Syria?” he added.

R

international humanitarian law, and
amount to a war crime,” the report said.

According to Kyiv, 16,221 Ukrainian
children were deported to Russia.

The investigators said they could not
verify the figures but pointed to indications
that Russian officials had

taken measures to place

transferred Ukrainian
children in institutions
and foster homes, and give
them Russian citizenship.

The report pointed to a
decree signed by Russian
President Vladimir Putin
facilitating the granting
of Russian citizenship
to some categories of
children.

The report stressed
that “international
humanitarian law

prohibits the evacuation of children by
a party to the armed conflict,” with few
exceptions. The investigators reviewed
incidents concerning the transfer of
164 children, aged four to 18, from the

New Zealand teachers and early childhood educators gather outside Wellington’s Parliament House as part of a nationwide strike for better pay

Donetsk, Kharkiv and Kherson regions.

and conditions, in Wellington, New Zealand, yesterday.

China’s brokering of pact
‘a good thing’

Says Blinken on Saudi-Iranian deal; UN says the pact opens door

AFP, Addis Ababa

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken on
Wednesday offered guarded praise to
China for brokering a deal between rival
Middle East heavyweights Iran and Saudi
Arabia, saying it could benefit the region.

“From our perspective, anything that
can help reduce tensions, avoid conflict
and deter in any way dangerous and
destabilising actions by Iran is a good
thing,” Blinken told reporters on a visit to
Ethiopia.

“I think it’s valuable that countries,
where they can, take action, take
responsibility for advancing security, for
advancing peaceful relations,” he said.

China, a major oil importer, last week
concluded the deal to restore relations
between Iran, a US foe since the 1979
Islamic revolution, and Saudi Arabia,
whose longtime partnership  with
Washington has frayed over human rights
concerns by President Joe Biden.

The  United States frequently
denounces China’s role in the world as
destabilising, though it has also said that
Beijing needs to take greater responsibility
in international affairs if it wants to be a
major power.

The surprise rapprochement between

and ADEDY.

A petrol bomb explodes near riot police
as they clash with protesters during a 24-
hour nationwide strike over the country’s
deadliest train disaster last month, in
Athens, Greece, yesterday. Flights to

and from Greece were grounded, ships
remained docked at ports, and public
services and state schools were closed as
workers joined the 24-hour strike called
by Greece’s largest labour unions, GSEE

(0 peace in Yemen

Saudi Arabia and Iran should offer
momentum toward peace by the warring

parties in Yemen after eight years of

conflict, UN officials said Wednesday.

Hans Grundberg, the UN
Secretary  General’s  Special
Envoy for Yemen, urged the ]
parties to the conflict to
“seize the opportunity” /
of this diplomatic
breakthrough in the |
Gulf.

“Intense diplomatic |
efforts are ongoing at
different levels to bring
the conflict in Yemen to
an end,” Grundberg told
the Security Council via
videolink.

The Swedish diplomat was in
Tehran this week, while his US counterpart
Timothy Lenderking visited Riyadh and
Oman on Tuesday, according to the State
Department.

Grundberg welcomed a new “regional
and international diplomatic momentum”
to find a peaceful settlement in Yemen.

The 2014 seizure of the capital Sanaa
by Iranian-linked Huthi rebels led to a
2015 intervention by neighboring Saudi
Arabia, which leads a military coalition

supporting Yemeni government forces.

The war has since claimed hundreds of

thousands of lives -- direct and indirect
victims and displaced millions. A
truce in force since April 2022
and renewed twice expired
in October without the
Yemeni government and
the Huthis reaching an
agreement to renew it.

But the situation
on the ground has
remained relatively

calm for nearly a year.

Facing the press at

the UN in New York,

Stephane Dujarric,

spokesman for Secretary-

General Antonio Guterres,

also welcomed the rapprochement
between Riyadh and Tehran.

“This is clearly an opportunity (...) It is a
big deal, to put it in diplomatic terms,” he
said. “We hope that this creates a climate
that is conducive to enshrining a political
path towards peace in Yemen.”

However, this Iranian-Saudi detente
will not bring a magic solution to Yemen,
where the influence of the two regional
powers on the protagonists is only one
dimension of the conllict, analysts warn.

PHOTO: REUTERS

LIBYAN SITE
2.5 tonnes of
uranium missing

AFP, Vienna

The UN’s nuclear watchdog said two and a half
tonnes of natural uranium had gone missing from
a Libyan site and “may present a radiological risk,”
according to a confidential report seen by AFP
yesterday. International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA)inspectors on Tuesday found that “10 drums
containing approximately 2.5 tonnes of natural
uranium in the form of uranium ore concentrate...
were not present” as previously declared at the
location, it said. The site “is currently not under
the regulatory control of Libya’s state authority,”
the report said. The IAEA will conduct “further
activities...to clarify the circumstances of the
removal of the nuclear material” from the site and
investigate the material’s “current location”.

Poland breaks up
Russian spy ring

AFP, Warsaw

Polish counter-intelligence has dismantled a
Russian spy ring that gathered information on
military equipment deliveries to Ukraine via
the EU member, Poland’s interior minister said
yesterday. “The ABW counter-intelligence agency
has arrested nine people suspected of working
for the Russian secret service,” Interior Minister
Mariusz Kaminski told reporters. “The suspects
had been conducting espionage activities against
Poland and preparing acts of sabotage on behalf
of Russian intelligence services,” he added.

PHOTO: REUTERS
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ENTERTAINMENT

Playback music is

a syndicate now
FAHMIDA NABI

That doesn’t happen anymore, now only
singles are released. What do you think
about that?
Everything changes with time, it is imperative
to accept that change. Looking back, there
used to be a time when musicians, lyricists
and producers would work together in the
studio to create an album. There was a lot
of work, but also enjoyment involved in the
process. That isn’t there anymore and I find it
saddening. However, like I said, it is important
to change, that’s the wisest thing to do. What
remains, is to see if I have changed as well.
From that perspective, I believe that I am still
the same.

National Award-winning singer Fahmida Nabi
has captured a place in the audience’s heart
with hits like Ek Mutho Gaan, Dupure Ekla
Pakhi,Lukochuri Golpo, Tobu Brishti Chai
and many more. She has collaborated with
many notable artists and has lent her voice to
many creations. She has recently released two
new songs titled, Jonaki Ahare and Shohor
Chere.

She sat down with The Daily Star to discuss
her new music and her thoughts on playback
singing in film.

In 2007, you received the National Film
Award for Best Female Playback singer,
Jor Enamul Karim Nirjhar’s “Aha!”, where
you sang “Lukochuri Lukochuri Golpo”.
After that you weren’t seen in the
playback scene as much. Why was that?
Playback music is a syndicate. Our names
are removed from the credits, without any
reasoning. My father, Mahmudun Nabi
also drifted away from playback singing
after he received his National Film
Award. I have come to terms with it
now, what pains me is that because of
such syndicates, the audiences cannot
enjoy good songs in films anymore.

Have you ever wanted to pursue
anything other than music?

Netllix announces
documentary on
Yo Yo Honey Singh

Netflix is planning to release a bare-
it-all docu-film about the life of
hip-hop artist and rapper Yo Yo

Honey Singh.

The Lungi Dance singer
revealed on his 40th birthday
that a Netflix documentary
about his life will be released

later this year. It will be directed

by Mozez Singh and will be
produced by recent Oscar winner
Guneet Monga.

Honey Singh, born Hirdesh Singh in New Delhi,
debuted as a Punjabi rapper in 2003. By 2011, he
had hit songs like Brown Rang, Desi Kalakaar,
and Blue Eyes and had also sang on Bollywood
soundtracks.

Nusraat Faria
sizzles in new
music video

Get ready to groove with Nusraat Faria this Fid, as
her latest video Bujhina Toh Tai is dropping this
festive season. The actress has collaborated with
Mumzy stranger and the peppy track will also
feature DJ Lyan in the collaboration.

The Operation Sundarban actress announced
the news on her social media recently.

Nusraat Faria looked scintillating in a blue
halter neck one piece which she paired with
a floral wrap-skirt and a back brushed hairdo
which accentuated her beautiful jawline and her

You’ve recently released new music. Could

you tell us more about that?

I'm a quiet and reserved person, I don’t
announce releases anymore. So far, I've been
trying to do more modern Bangla songs. I
feel like one day my songs will remain even
when I leave. Thus, these two new songs were
released. Jonaki Ahare was written by Hosne
Ara Jolly and Shohor Chere has been penned
by Sultana Nurjahan Rosy, composed by Sajib

Das.

Once upon a time, a new release meant
an album, containing 10 to 12 songs.

me and Shoma (Samina
Chowdhury) had been
asked what we wanted
to be. She would answer
that she wanted to be a
doctor, while I have always
said that I wanted to be
a singer. I have fought to
be here. Musicians have no

forever.

I have only ever wanted to sing my
whole life. Since my childhood,

retirement or breaks. A true
artiste devotes their whole life to
their art and its pursuit. There is
no senior or junior in music, you
just simply have (o create. I want
to create music and pursue it

PHOTO: SHEIKH MEHEDI MORSHED.

charming tattoos.
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Al leader held

FROM PAGE 16
chairman candidate.

As the information spread, Ratan
was going to return the machine. But
law enforcers detained him on the way
to the polling centre and took him to
Boalkhali Police Station.

Jahangir Hossain, Chattogram
district election officer and also the
returning officer of the by-polls, said
they issued a show-cause notice to the
presiding officer of the polling centre
asking him to explain the matter.

“We have also instructed the police
to take action in this regard. The
presiding officer primarily informed
us that the ballot unit was a spare one
and it was not being used for taking
votes.”

Jahangir, however, said no election
material can be taken out of a polling
centre as per electoral rules. As the AL
leader violated the rules, the EC would
take action against him, he added.

Boalkhali Police Station OC Abdur
Razzak said Ratan was detained for
quizzing. He declined to make any
further comments.

Expressing resentment about the
issue and the overall atmosphere of
the by-polls, independent chairman
candidate Kazi Ayesha Farzana said,
“The Flection Commission and the
local administration had assured us
of fair by-polls, but we have seen today
[vesterday] that all polling centres have
been captured by ruling party men.

“My polling agents have been driven
out of most of the voting centres. Even
an Awami League leader dared to
snatch an EVM from a polling centre
which is unprecedented,” she added.

Police yet to file

FROM PAGE 16
correspondent.

The three women were detained
following the sculflle, he added.

Meanwhile, Md Mahabubur
Rahman, officer-in-charge of
Babuganj Police Station, claimed the
allegations of custodial torture were
false.

Asked why police have not yet
filed the case against the official,
Md Farhad Sardar, additional
superintendent of police, said they
were yet to receive the court order.

However, Md Yasin, a clerk of
Judicial Magistrate’s Court-3, said
the court order had been delivered to
the general register office three days
ago.

Ministry asks
Biman

FROM PAGE 16

hajj registration to March 21 as the
number of people who registered
fell short of the quota of 1.27 lakh
pilgrims from Bangladesh.

The ministry in another circular in
the evening said this would be the last
of the deadline.

People willing to perform hajj had
requested for the extension, said the
statement signed by Deputy Secretary
Abul Kashem Mohammad Shahin.

Farlier in the day, Kashem
told reporters that high airfare,
devaluation of taka against US dollar
and Saudi riyal and several other
factors made hajj packages expensive.

As the previous deadline ended last
night, the number of registrations

reached only about 1.08 lakh,
according to Hajj Office data.
The ministry extended the

deadline three times before to fill the
quota agreed between Saudi Arabia
and Bangladesh.

Hajj Agencies Association of
Bangladesh (Haab) said many people
didn’t register for hajj because of the
high cost.

To perform hajj, a Bangladeshi
pilgrim will have to spend almost Tk
7 lakh, which is around Tk 1.61 lakh
more than last year’s cost.

The parliamentary committee on
religious affairs ministry Wednesday
asked Biman Bangladesh Airlines to
fix the airfare at Tk 1.50 lakh.

The High Court on the same day
asked Attorney General AM Amin
Uddin to talk to the authorities
concerned about the need for
reducing the cost of hajj packages.

Cop was killed in my ofhce

FROM PAGE 1

Video clips on social media showed
that Shakib went to the shop
accompanied by Rabiul in a luxury
vehicle.

On Facebook live yesterday, Rabiul
thanked Shakib.

“Even after hearing everything
[media report on his criminal record],
Shakib Al Hasan bhai did not step
back. In fact, no one withdrew,” he
said.

“I am doing a large business. It is
not a small one,” he said, adding that
he would soon open a branch of Arav
Jewellers in the USA.

Detective Branch chief Additional
Commissioner Muhammad Harun
Or Rashid said Shakib and the other
celebrities were informed about his
criminal records.

The cricketer and others joined
the inauguration of Arav Jewellers
knowing that its owner is an
absconding accused of murder with 12
arrest warrants, he said.

Replying to a query, Harun said if
needed, detectives would interrogate
the cricketer and others.

The DB chief said after consulting
with the senior officials, steps will
be taken to bring Rabiul back home
through Interpol.

The charge sheet has been
submitted in the murder case, he said.

The DB official said they would try
to find out the people behind Rabiul’s
rise and gold business since Rabiul
claims to be the son of a labourer who
had trouble providing his family three
meals a day.

On his Facebook page, it is
mentioned that he made a falcon
sculpture for his shop with 60kg gold
and that he has a luxurious duplex
with a swimming pool in Dubai and

Shakib Al Hasan and Arav Khan in a photo uploaded yesterday on the
Facebook profile purportedly belonging to the latter.

a flat on the 65th floor of the Burj
Khalifa, the world’s tallest skyscraper.

Soon after the murder of inspector
Mamun, Rabiul fled to India and hired
Md Abu Yusuf to pose as him and
surrender. Yusuf had been behind
bars for nine months, Harun said.

In 2020, Rabiul managed an
Indian passport and moved to Dubai.
Yesterday, Rabiul claimed that he had
visited Bangladesh.

Quoting police sources, several
media outlets reported that Rabiul
started his gold business in Dubai with
financial help from a senior retired
police officer.

Rabiul yesterday said some senior
officials from Gopalganj helped him
make his fortune and blamed a section

Won’t join polls without caretaker govt

FROM PAGE 16

Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul
Islam Alamgir, had dinner hosted by
Verma at his residence. They stayed
there for two and a half hours.

The other members included
party’s standing committee
members Khandakar Mosharraf

Hossain and Amir Khosru Mahmud

Chowdhury, vice-chairmen
Abdul Awal Mintoo and Nitai
Roy Choudhury and Organising

Secretary Shama Obayed.
Such a meeting was a first in more

than a decade and the discussions
were candid, BNP leaders said.

Party leaders said there has been a
gap between the BNP and the Indian
government and the meeting could
be a good start for closing that gap.

Neither the BNP nor the Indian
high commission made any official
comments last night.

Sources said the Indian high
commissioner wanted to know
about the BNP’s ties with Bangladesh
Jamaat-e-Islami and Hefajat-e-
Islam.

BNP leaders said Jamaat was
BNP’s electoral ally but now the BNP
is in the movement alone.

They also told Verma that
the government has a very good
relationship with Hefajat, which
even gave the prime minister the
title: “Mother of Qawmi”.

“We said that the government has
shrunk the liberal space, creating
more room for Islamist forces,” said
a BNP leader.

The Indian envoy wanted to know
why the relationship between the

PHOTO: COLLECTED

of the media for running “false news”.
BCB CHIEF UNAWARE

Bangladesh Cricket Board President
Nazmul Hassan yesterday said he was
not aware of Shakib’s visit to Dubai.

He, however, said that a few days
ago he learnt that Shakib would go
abroad to inaugurate a gold shop. “But
[ was not aware where he was going,”
he told The Daily Star.

According to  BCB  cricket
operations committee Chairman Jalal
Yunus, Shakib will join the national
team training in Sylhet today for the
ODI series against Ireland.

Asked if Shakib returned, BCB CEO
Nizamuddin Chowdhury said, “Yes, I
heard he returned today [Thursday]
from Dubai.”

BNP and India deteriorated.

A senior leader responded by
saying that India believes that the
BNP was involved in the 10-truck
arms haul, which is not true.

Verma then wanted to know about
China-BNP relations and the BNP
delegation said the party believes in
friendly relations with everyone.

At the beginning of the talks,
Verma wanted to know about BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia’s health.

BNP leaders said she needed
better treatment immediately.

New spacesuit

FROM PAGE 16

cover layer in all black with blue and
orange trim which Axiom Space said
was required to “conceal the suit’s
proprietary design.”

The final version will be in the
traditional white used to reflect heat
from the Sun and protect astronauts
from the temperatures of the harsh
lunar environment.

The suit is designed to be worn for
up to eight hours at a time.

Vanessa Wyche, the Johnson Space
Center director, said the new suit has
“more [unctionality, more performance,
more capability” than the bulky version
worn by Apollo astronauts.

Two police oflicers
shot dead in
western Canada

AFP, Ottawa

Two police officers were shot dead
in the line of duty early yesterday
in Edmonton in Canada’s western
Alberta province, officials said.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
offered condolences to the families
and colleagues of the officers, who
local media reported were responding
to a domestic call.

“Every day, police officers put
themselves in harm’s way to keep
people safe. The news that two @
EdmontonPolice officers have been
killed in the line of duty reminds us
of that reality,” Trudeau tweeted.

The Edmonton Police Service said
in a statement it was “mourning the
loss of two of its patrol officers who
were killed in the line of duty, while
responding (o a call earlier today.”

Staff Sergeant Michael Elliott,
former head of the Edmonton Police
Association, said the officers were
“Killed near Inglewood,” a residential
neighbourhood in the north central
part of the city.

“No words can describe what our
members & their families are feeling
at this moment. Our entire service
& community are mourning & I'm
devastated,” he tweeted.

No other details of the incident
were released, but television images
showed a massive police deployment
in the neighbourhood.

The city’s police chief, Dale
Mclee, is scheduled to hold a news
conference later in the morning.
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13 jailed

FROM PAGE 1

torching and vandalism of Puraton
Durga temple in Paschimpara area of
Nasirnagar upazila town.

Sadhan Chandra Das, the then
sub-inspector of Nasirnagar Police
Station, filed the case, which is among
eight cases filed in connection with
the violence.

The investigation officer of the
case submitted the charge sheet
accusing 228 people, including key
accused Ankhi, in 2021.

Habibullah  Sarkar, officer-in-
charge of the police station, said
charge sheets of seven other cases
were submitted to the court.

Kamruzzaman Mamun, lawyer of
the accused, said his clients did not
get justice. “We hope they [accused]
would get justice from the High
Court.”

Nazmul Hossain, additional public
prosecutor of the Chief Judicial
Magistrate’s Court, said the judgment
was delivered after a thorough
analysis of the evidence.

Chicken price

FROM PAGE 1

Like him, many others are now
switching from chicken to beef.
Taking it as an opportunity, meat
traders have increased the beef price
by Tk 50 to Tk 750 per kg.

The price of mutton has also gone
up to Tk 1,100 per kg from Tk 950 in
the last one and a half months.

Sumoon Howlader, president of
Bangladesh Poultry Association, said
taking all related production and
supply costs into consideration, the
retail price of broiler chicken should
not be more than Tk 220 per kg.

“A syndicate of some private
companies is controlling the chicken
market. It is also involved in price
manipulation,” he alleged.

Meanwhile, Agriculture Minister
Muhammad Abdur Razzaque
yesterday hinted that the prices of
meat may remain high for several
more months.

“The price of poultry won’t come
down soon. We will have to wait for
at least six to seven months to buy
chicken at lower prices,” he said at a
programme in the capital.

A mighty man’s humble birthday

FROM PAGE 1

14th, Renu had come with the
children to meet me. Will they allow
them to meet me again so soon
then? On the 15th, Renu had come
to the jail gate to meet with Moni,”
Bangabandhu wrote.

“By the time I finished reading the
newspapers it was 4 o'’clock. T kept
thinking -- perhaps there will be a
visit after all ...”

And then half an hour later, he
wrote, “It was 4:30pm by this time and
I realised that Renu and the children
had not gotten permission to meet
me today. Soon it was 5. But just then
the head constable said, ‘Come -- your
wife and children are here!” I put on
my clothes quickly and went towards
the jail gate.

“My youngest daughter [Sheikh
Rehana] and Russell were standing
there with a garland of flowers in
their hands. I put the garland around
Russell’s neck instead. He wouldn’t
wear it though - he would rather that
I wore it ..,” the incarcerated Mujib
further wrote.

“I took him along with me to the
room. I kissed my children. I found
out that the City Awami League had
sent a huge cake for me. I had Russell
cut it although I put a hand in the
cutting too.

“Some of the cake was distributed
among the people present at the
jail gate. I gave instructions so that
some pieces of the cake would be
sent to my nephew Moni. I was never
allowed to meet him, although we are
imprisoned in the same jail!”

He kept writing that day.

“It was 6:00pm, and Renu and
the children had to take their leave
in a hurry. Russell understands the
situation better now and doesn’t want
to take me back with him any longer.
My youngest daughter feels very
sad every time they have (o leave me
behind. I can tell as much by looking
at her. I feel sad too but there is no
way out! Renu is very tight-lipped and
will never show her emotions,” Mujib
wrote, describing the pain of having
to watch his family leave him behind
in prison.

“Ireturned to my den. I went inside
and they locked me in. They’ll open
the door again in the morning.”

Sheikh Mujib also noted with
gratitude how small gestures by the

other inmates -- flowers picked from
the garden, and morning greetings -
made his day.

He wrote, “In the morning, I woke
up to see Nur-e-Alam. He is someone
who is interned in Cell-20, which
is close by. He had brought some
flowers along with him. He said to
me, ‘My gift to you on your birthday!
Iaccepted his gift with thanks.

“Then it was Babu Chittaranjan
Sutar’s turn to give me a red rose
and Babu Shudhangshu Bimal
Datta’s to offer me a white rose; the
DPR prisoner Mr Emadullah also
presented me with a red dahlia.”

Memories of Sheikh Mujib’s 52nd
birthday in 1971 also showed how
simple a man can be, even after he
had become the unparalleled leader
of the freedom-loving people.

March 17, 1971, was when the non-
cooperation movement of Bangalees
had stepped into its 16th day.

Bangabandhu Sheikh  Mujibur
Rahman met the then Pakistan
president Yahya Khan at the latter’s
residence for the second consecutive
day to resolve the ongoing crisis, and
the meeting went on for about an
hour.

According o a writing by veteran
AL leader and the then political
secretary of Bangabandhu, Tofail
Ahmed, Sheikh Mujib returned to his
home at Dhanmondi 32 afterwards to
meet with foreign journalists.

One of them asked him about his
expectations for his 52nd birthday.

“Total freedom of the people,”
Bangabandhu replied.

He added, “I don’t observe my
birthday. I am not in the habit of
cutting cakes or lighting candles.

“People of the country have no
security at all. You are well aware of
the situation they are in. They can die
anytime at the will of others.Iam one
of these people; what difference does
my birthday or my death make? My
birthday and my death are all for the
people, as I have dedicated my life to
their betterment.”

According to Tofail Ahmed,
Bangabandhu always recited a line
from Rabindranath Tagore’s poem
“Porichoy” whenever people greeted
him on his birthday — “Let my name
be known as this, that I am one of
you.”

On March 17, 1920, Bangabandhu,

the architect of an independent
Bangladesh, was born in Tungipara.

At the age of 14 in 1934, he was
afflicted with the beriberi disease,
and two years later, he developed
glaucoma, for which he needed two
eye surgeries.

Since then, he began to wear his
signature black-rimmed glasses.

After a year-long break due to the
illnesses, he resumed his education at
Gopalganj Mission School in 1937.

In his autobiography “The
Unfinished Memoirs”, Sheikh Mujib
wrote he was older than most of the
boys in his class due to the year-long
gap.

Describing himself as a rowdy boy,
he wrote about his schoolyard gang,
who would get into fights with other
boys. He also wrote about how he
loved to play and sing.

That very boy went on to lead this
nation to liberation.

Beginning his political career
in 1939, Bangabandhu either led
or played a central role in every
single watershed moment for the
country -- the Language Movement
from 1948 to 1952, the abolition
of Zamindari system from 1950 to
1954, the movement for demanding
autonomy of East Bengal from 1954
to 1956, the anti-Ayub movement
in 1964, the six-point demand
movement in 1966, leading Awami
League into a landslide victory
in 1970, and finally the birth of
Bangladesh in 1971.

He spent 13 of his 55 years in
prison, sacrificing nearly a fourth of
his life for the cause of liberating this
country. He dedicated every ounce
of his energy, and the entirety of his
thoughts and emotions to one single
dream -- the freedom of his people.

His struggle for the poor and the
downtrodden made him not only an
iconic leader but a legend that lives
on undaunted.

All his struggle and dedication
bore fruit when the nation achieved
victory on December 16, 1971.

But before he could turn his dream
of a “Sonar Bangla” into a reality,
he along with most of his family
members was brutally killed in the
carly hours of August 15, 1975, less
than four years into independence.

Bangabandhu might not be here
anymore but the legacy he created is.

Price hike in Ramadan

FROM PAGE 1
prayers,” she added, reports BSS.

The prime minister said this while
inaugurating 50 model mosques
along with Islamic cultural centres
in parts of the country in the third
phase.

She inaugurated the mosques
joining virtually from the Gono
Bhaban.

Hasina said that Ramadan is the
time for austerity and all have to
pay attention to ensure people can
perform their religious activities
properly during the month.

“During this month, this kind of
profit mongers increase the prices
making people suffer. This should
not happen,” she said.

The prime minister said the
government has already distributed
special cards for the low-income
group people.

She  mentioned  that  the
government is providing rice at a
lower price [Tk 30 per kilogramme]|
after buying that at a higher price.

“Keeping the holy Ramadan in
mind, the government will provide Tk
15 per kilogram of rice to additional
one crore people,” she said.

She also said that for those who are
not eligible for work, the government
is providing 20 kilogrammes of rice

each month.

“This way, we are giving people
rice, edible oil, lentil, sugar and other
necessary items at fair prices through
fair price cards,” she said.

She urged the affluent people to
extend their assistance towards the
needy people during Ramadan.

She requested all to remain vigil so
that none can adulterate food, resort
to hoarding, black marketeering and
create an artificial crisis of essential
items.

She urged Imams to talk about this
during the Khutba in the Jummah
prayers on Friday.

“Food adulteration, hoarding and
black marketeering are illegal jobs
and unnecessarily cause suflerings
to people. You should speak on these
matters more to the people and you
can say during the Khutba to make
people aware regarding this,” she
said.

State Minister for Religious Affairs
Ministry Faridul Haque Khan and
secretary Kazi Enamul Hassan also
spoke at the programme.

Later, she exchanged views with the
cross-section of people of Agoiljhara
of Barishal, Fulbaria of Mymensing
and Tetulia of Panchagarh.

A documentary on model mosques
was screened in the programme.

EU lawmakers demand Tunisia
free detained radio chief

AFP, Strasbourg

The Furopean Parliament yesterday
decried Tunisian President Kais
Saied’s “authoritarian drift” and
called for the immediate release of a
detained prominent journalist.

Saied sacked the government and
froze parliament in a 2021 power grab
before imposing sweeping changes
to the political system of the sole
democracy to have emerged from the
Arab Spring uprisings.

More than 20 political figures have
been arrested in the North African
country in recent weeks, including
members the of the main opposition
coalition.

EUlawmakerssaidinanon-binding
resolution they are “deeply concerned
about President Saied’s authoritarian

drift and his instrumentalisation
of Tunisia’s dire socio-economic
situation”, a statement said.

“MEPs call for an end to the
ongoing crackdown on civil society in
the country,” the parliament said.

The legislators demanded the
immediate release of Noureddine
Boutar, the director of Tunisia’s
largest independent radio station,
saying he said had been arrested “on
politically motivated grounds”.

The FEuropean Parliament also
called for the government to free “all
others arbitrarily detained including
journalists, judges, lawyers, political
activists and trade unionists”.

It urged the EU to cut support
programmes (o Tunisia’s justice
and interior ministries over the
deterioration in human rights.
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Keep up the pressure

on Myanmar

Don’t let it delay the repatriation
of Rohingya any further

A 17-member delegation from Myanmar is in Bangladesh now
to verify the identities of Rohingya refugees in Teknaf, with the
first batch of refugees reportedly expected to be repatriated
in a few months. While this indicates that pressure from the
international community has been effective to some extent, it
is essential that the community does not take its foot off the
pedal until Myanmar authorities live up to their responsibility
of creating a safe environment for the return of the refugees,
and completely end the persecution campaign against the
Rohingya. It is also important to remember that Myanmar has
backtracked on most of its previous commitments. Therefore,
there is no reason to take its words at face value unless there
are substantial actions taken to back them.

The reason for the ongoing visit by the Myanmar delegation,
according to Bangladeshi officials, is that there were some
issues regarding the earlier verification process. So, the
delegation is apparently meeting the Rohingya in person and
verifying their names, villages, towns, and other information.
Foreign ministry officials say that Myanmar has shown
growing interest about the repatriation in recent times, and
also arranged a trip for the ambassadors of Asean countries
as well as Bangladesh, India, and China to the Rakhine State
last week to show them the conditions there. While all this
sounds positive, we cannot ignore the fact that there have been
two failed attempts of repatriation since 2017, when around
750,000 Rohingyas fled a military crackdown in Rakhine. And
on both occasions, it was because of Myanmar authorities.

The latest visit comes ahead of the International Court
of Justice’s (ICJ) planned hearing (scheduled for April 28)
on the genocide case filed by The Gambia against Myanmar.
And we sincerely hope that Myanmar’s recent activities are
not intended to somehow pull the wool over the court’s
eyes. However, that is not something that can be fully ruled
out, as we have seen the Bangladeshi government appealing
many times to the authorities in Myanmar to take steps for
repatriation, only for it to be ignored. Moreover, we have seen
Myanmar authorities delaying the repatriation process over
and over again, using trivial excuses and arguments. In fact,
every time there seemed to have been a breakthrough in the
process, Myanmar found a way to throw a wrench into the
whole thing.

After hosting the Rohingya for more than five years,
Bangladesh is now in a position where it cannot afford any
more delays in repatriation. That is why the government must
work with the international community to continue the
pressure on Myanmar authorities to expedite the repatriation
process. Given the speed at which Myanmar seems to be
working currently, it might take a whole decade for all the
Rohingya to return to Myanmar. That would be completely
unacceptable. While we cannot forget the humanitarian
aspect of things, which means that safe conditions must be
ensured for the Rohingya to return, the Myanmar authorities
must be pressured to fulfil such conditions and complete the
repatriation process much faster.

A most unlawyerlike
behaviour

Supreme Court lawyers engaging
in violence a worrying sign for
the country

We are alarmed to see the chaos and violence that took place
on the Supreme Court premises during the two-day election of
the Supreme Court Bar Association (SCBA). On Wednesday, the
first day of voting, rival lawyers from BNP and Awami League
engaged in arguments and scuflles which later escalated. At
one point, police intervened, and attacked pro-BNP lawyers
and even journalists covering the election, injuring at least 25
people. Due to the situation, voting started two hours late and
without the participation of pro-BNP lawyers. Such incidents
are unprecedented in the history of SCBA elections.

Reportedly, tension was rising between the two groups of
lawyers after one senior lawyer, Mansurul Haque Chowdhury,
whom both sides had accepted as convener of the election
sub-committee, resigned citing “personal” reasons, just a day
before the election. As a new convener took charge, pro-BNP
lawyers took issue with it, and demanded that the election be
held under someone accepted by both sides. But that did not
happen. Voting ended on Thursday amid continued scuflles
and chanting, with a little less than 50 percent of votes cast.

Such conduct from lawyers - that, too, on the premises of
our apex court - is most “unlawyerlike” and objectionable.
Those obscurantist elements that engaged in clashes may only
be a segment of the legal fraternity, but they surely besmirched
the good name of lawyers who have a rich history of fighting
for pro-people and democratic causes in the country. If
democratic practices are missing in institutions related to the
apex court, what can we expect from other institutions? What
signal does it give to the people about the state of our justice
system?

Moreover, the way police entered the court premises and
attacked pro-BNP lawyers and journalists is alarming. Noted
Supreme Court lawyer ZI Khan Panna tells us that he has
never seen police enter the court and attack people, not even
during the military regime. Such behaviour is also extremely
concerning ahead of the upcoming national election.

Reportedly, the DMP commissioner has regretted police
attacks onjournalists. That is not enough. The DMP must hold
an investigation into the incident and punish those responsible
as per the law. Police authorities should also explain whether
police can enter SC premises without any prior permission and
beat people.

Unfortunately, this is not the first time that SCBA elections
were marred by chaos. Last year, we saw how it took an
unusually long time to even declare the results of the election.
If this chaotic trend holds, we have every reason to worry about
the future of the legal profession in Bangladesh. We urge the
relevant authorities to treat this matter with due seriousness.
As for the SCBA election, we think proper actions should be
taken so that both the electoral process and the results are
acceptable to everyone.

103RD BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF BANGABANDHU SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN

Remembering the Patriarch

Muhammad Nurul Huda

is a former IGP of

Bangladesh Police.

MUHAMMAD NURUL HUDA

In the annals of the political struggles
of Bangalees, March 17 shall forever
occupy a special place as, on this day
in 1920, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman was born. Bangabandhu,
which means “friend of Bengal,” as
he was fondly addressed, was indeed
special because without him, it is rightly
doubted if the advent of a sovereign
Bangladesh could have been a reality.
To understand the import of such a
belief, one has to trace the history of
our pre-1971 political struggle.

Even a dispassionate study of our
political emancipation would clearly
show that years of political mobilisation
by Bangabandhu - particularly after
February 1966 when the historic Six-
Point Programme was presented
~ had made Bangalees conscious of
their identity. In Bangladesh’s case,
national sovereignty was inculcated
into the consciousness of the masses
through a deliberate political process.
This mass character of consciousness-
building provided the underlying
strength to the nationalist movement.
It also gave substance to the assertion
of national sovereignty in March 1971
by Bangabandhu and the people of
Bangladesh.

Bangabandhu, through an intense
process of national consciousness-
building, equipped a people politically
to take up arms and be prepared to
shed their blood to defend their newly
acquired sovereignty. Herein lies his
greatness, because in March 1971
“a sense of Bangladesh’s sovereign
status took root and people became
psychologically prepared to defend
their sovereignty” (Rehman Sobhan,
From Two Economies to Two Nations:
My Journey to Bangladesh). When the
Pakistan Army launched its attack on
the people of Bangladesh on the night
of March 25, 1971, the entire population
rose up Lo resist it in the absence of any
coordinated military direction.

In 1971, Bangabandhu transcended
conventional political reckoning, and
his charisma dominated the political
campaign. He became a symbol in his
own lifetime and personified Bangalee
nationalism, “just as Nasser personified
Arab nationalism or the Quaid
Muslim nationalism.” He became the

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

unchallenged spokesman of Bengal,
and his voice was heard beyond
Pakistan and within the international
community. History chose him to lead
Bengal’s struggle for emancipation. “For
the first time, since the Battle of Plassey,
Bangalees awoke to the fact that they
were ruling themselves through their
freely elected representatives.”

Bangladesh “owes a blood debt to
the people who shed their blood for the
liberation of (the country) and to the
leader who played such a critical role
in inculcating this sense of nationhood
within the people.” It is a tragedy that
Bangabandhu, the symbol of our
nationhood, was not only assassinated
but also shamefully marginalised from
our historical consciousness for 21 long
years.

Bangabandhu'’s lifelong struggle was
centred on establishing real democracy,
as he believed that democracy expresses
the long-suppressed desire of the
people to govern themselves and to

guide their own destiny. People looked
ahead to a new dawn, after a long spell
of terror and oppression suffered under
colonial rule and military dictatorships.

Unfortunately, there were in
Bangladesh events to undermine
democracy and subject the people, once
again, to the oppression of a military
dictatorship.

Bangabandhu was strongly against

the cynical exploitation of religion for
bolstering the interest of the ruling elite.
He believed in creating an environment
in which all religious communities
could coexist in harmony, free from
discrimination and intolerance. In 1973,
at the Non-Aligned Summit in Algiers,
in response (o0 a query from Libya’s
President Muammar Gaddafi as to why
Bangladesh embodied secularism in
its constitution, Bangabandhu replied,
“Our secularism is not against religion.
Our secularism stands for harmony
among members of all religions. Indeed,
in the opening of the Koran, Allah is
described as Rabbul Alameen, the
Lord of all creation, and not Rabbul
Muslimin, the Lord only of Muslims.
This is the spirit which underlines
our secularism” (Kamal Hossain,
Bangladesh: Quest for freedom and
justice).

Discerning observers would like to
know if, in our political discourses, we

are witnessing a temper that presses
a partisan advantage to a bitter end,
and that there is no serious effort to
understand and respect the other side
and also to create a feeling of unity
among all citizens. Surely we cannot
deny that democracy depends on habits
of consent and compromise, which
are attributes of mature societies. The
objective of such a society is to establish
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a lawful government by the majority,
under the rule of abiding law, and with
freedom of opposition and dissent. By
upholding the spirit of moderation, we
will surely be paying a fitting tribute
to Bangabandhu’s contribution to our
democracy.

It is also time, in line with
Bangabandhu’s cherished goal, to
create and strengthen an environment
in which all religious communities
would adequately live in harmony by
rejecting the bigotry and hypocrisy of
pre-1971 times. The struggle against
communalism has to be fought

relentlessly.
The verve and vigour of
Bangabandhu’s  personality ~ was

brilliantly illustrated by his continuous
wandering beyond the safe provision of
personal gratification. He was in our
midst for cohesiveness and dignity,
and not for power and acquisitiveness.
Salute to the great patriarch.

The role of Big Tech and
influencers amid contlicts

Zaheen Tasfia Zuhair
is a student.

ZAHEEN TASFIA ZUHAIR

Emma Watson is an anti-Semite,
according to Twitter.

So is Gigi Hadid.

All the Harry Potter actor did to
have people label her as anti-Semitic
was make a post on Instagram showing
support for Palestine (“Solidarity is a
verb”).

Meanwhile, Gigi Hadid pledged to
donate her earnings from Fall 2022
shows to aid the war victims in Ukraine,
as well as to continue to support
those affected in Palestine. Vogue
reposted Hadid’s Instagram post.
Angry comments about Hadid’s “anti-
Semitism” followed, and Vogue edited
out Palestine from their post. Then
came criticisms of censoring support
for Palestine; Vogue amended their
post to reflect Gigi Hadid’s original
intention.

But Vogue isn’t the only one doing
a little bit of censoring. On February
28, 2022, an 11-year-old Palestinian girl
was hit in the face with a stun grenade
by Israeli forces. The footage went
viral on social media. Both Instagram
and Twitter flag posts containing this
video as “potentially sensitive content”
and YouTube age restricts it. I would
defend these platforms by saying these
videos are very disturbing, but so are
the footage from Ukraine. Videos of
bloodied victims of the Russia-Ukraine
war are accessible for anyone with
an account on these platforms - no
barriers to see their sufferings (and

there shouldn’t be).

When footballer Mesut Orzil spoke
out against the treatment of Uyghurs,
Arsenal said it was his “opinion” and
that they adhered to the principle of
not involving itself in politics. But when
Hector Bellerin tweeted against Boris
Johnson, why did Arsenal conveniently
ditch its principles?

When influencers show their support
for Ukraine, they are not labelled anti-
Russia or anti-Christian. However,
whenever an influencer speaks out for
Palestine, the replies to their posts are
rife with “anti-Semite” accusations.

Some influencers are punished for
taking the “wrong” stance in conflicts
~ like when Arsenal was reprimanded
for Ozil speaking out against the
treatment of Uyghurs. Others may
get their sponsorships or affiliations
cancelled. Many influencers may cave
in under the pressure of criticism and
hate comments. Mark Ruffalo removed
his post supporting Palestinians — not
very Hulk of him. On the other hand,
many refuse to back down, risking their
careers for what they believe in.

The power celebrities hold cannot
be underestimated. Fans of BTS,
inspired by their idols, have initiated
numerous charity drives. But there is a
flip side. If a celebrity supports Russia,
a country that is attacking another
nation, many of the celebrity’s fans
may follow suit. They may change
their mind about donating to Ukraine.

So whom a star advocates for affects
many.

Just as powerful, or perhaps more so,
are the brains behind Big Tech.

Meta allowed calls for violence
against Russian soldiers in select
countries on Facebook and Instagram
in 2022. Posts like “death to Russian
invaders” weren’t a problem soon after
the invasion of Ukraine - at least on
Meta platforms. Reuters also reported
that calls for the death of Vladimir
Putin and Belarusian President
Alexander Lukashenko were allowed in
a limited number of countries. (Later,
Meta reverted this decision, saying calls
for death of a head of state are banned.)

While Putin obviously deserves
reprimand, should social media and
tech giants encourage violence?

YouTube said they were limiting
reach on Russian media and were
blocking access (o Russian state
media channels globally. Is this not
censorship?

If Meta and YouTube could go
against Russia because of the invasion
and occupation of Ukraine, why did
they not do the same against Israel
for the invasion and occupation of
Palestine?

Perhaps this bias can be explained by
Big Tech’s profit from war. According
to a report by three American rights
groups, the Department of Homeland
Security and the Department of
Defense have collectively spent at least
$44.5 billion on services from Amazon,
Google, Microsoft, Facebook and
Twitter. Tech giants helped America’s
conflicts through access to crucial
databases, cloud computing services,
drone technology, surveillance, and
pushing narratives. Facebook ads
helped government-owned platforms to
promote stories on Islamic extremism.

If the reach that social media sites
have is taken into account, we see

how easily they can manipulate global
perceptions. As of December 2021,
Facebook had approximately 2.91
billion monthly active users. YouTube
had 2.3 billion, followed by Instagram’s
1.22 billion and Twitter’s 330 million
active users.

Consequently, it is unsurprising that
hundreds of former US government
officials are involved in key positions of
Big Tech companies. Greg Anderson,
who wused to run psychological
operations for Nato, is now Livestream
Policy manager for Europe, Middle
East and Africa for TikTok.Ben Renda,
director of Trust and Safety at Google,
used to be Nato’s strategic planner and
Information Manager. The West knows
the power of the internet and has made
sure to place their representatives
strategically.

Soon after Ukraine’s invasion, Russia
blocked Twitter, Instagram, Facebook,
and TikTok. Adam Mosseri, the head of
Instagram, said this ban was “wrong”
because this would cut off Russians
from connecting with their loved ones.

Adam Mosseri is an influencer in
his own right, boasting over 1.9 million
followers on his Instagram. He did not,
however, speak on the matter of how
Meta allowed hate speech towards
Russian soldiers. Of course, speaking
against Meta’s decision would be a blow
to his career. This raises the question:
how much risk should influencers take
to stand up for what is right when it
threatens their livelihood?

Both tech giantsand influencers have
the immense power to nudge public
opinions in line with their own. Thus,
they have a responsibility to ensure
that their opinion is justified, fair and
humane. Moreover, everyone should
double-check any information they find
online before propagating it. If one has
the power to control information, they
have the power to control the world.
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‘We will do whatever is required lor
the wellare of the people’

So who determines what is ‘required’ to ensure that welfare?

THE THIRD
VIEW

Mahfuz Anam
is the editor and publisher of
The Daily Star.

MAHFUZ ANAM

On many issues, we don’t see eye Lo
eye with the prime minister. But when
it comes to issues of sovereignty,
national purpose, and dignity, we are
her sincere supporters. When she says
that Bangladeshis must stand tall in
the world, it resonates in the heart of
every one of us. Recently, when asked
about outside pressure to hold a free
and fair election, she replied, “No
pressure will work on me,” and added,
“We will do whatever is required for
the welfare of the people.” On both
counts, we are with her.

But the question, on which so
much hangs, is: who is to determine
what is “required for the welfare of
the people”? The PM has made it
clear that only the Awami League
can deliver it. For the BNP, only the
removal of AL from power will ensure
people’swelfare. Theoretically, people
are expected to decide what’s good
for them. Free and fair elections are
the only global and historically tested
mechanism to ascertain “public will”
that will ensure “public welfare.”
And hence the need for its free and
unhindered expression through a
genuine election.

Nothing should be done just
because our foreign friends are
saying so, but because we want it, and
we want it because we know its value
and have fought for it (our War of
Independence was for democracy and
our right to vote, which Pakistanis
denied us till 1970) and have suffered
terribly due to its absence in the
recent past.

National pride can be a great
pusher for the positive. But it can

also make us insular and resistant to
vital messages — both internal and
external — that contribute to public
welfare. The biggest example is the
transformation of our RMG sector
following the Rana Plaza tragedy.
The buyers formed two groups - the
Accord and Alliance - and literally
forced upon wus crucial reforms
that benefited the whole sector to
the extent that our global status,
devastated by the deaths of 1,100-
plus garment workers, is now largely
restored, and presently we have the
highest number of fully compliant
“green” factories in the world.

While we are not particularly
fans of the IMF, we welcome their
conditionalities for granting the $4.7
billion loan. We feel that our financial
sector, especially the banking sector,
may finally see some crucial reforms
that hundreds of media reports,
editorials, and columns could not
bring about, as was also the case
with enforced disappearances and
custodial and crossfire deaths at the
hands of Rab and police. Like magic,
it almost disappeared. So much
for internal accountability versus
external actions.

In the present-day world, all
of us are entwined in a web of
interdependencies, some of which
are apparent, but most are invisible.
To drive home the point at a personal
level, consider the operation of
airlines in and out of Dhaka airport.
The number of agreements that
needed to be signed, protocols
observed, clearances acquired, and
compliance ensured before a single

Has a major

THE OVERTON
WINDOW

Eresh Omar Jamal
is assistant editor at The Daily Star.
His Twitter handle is @EreshOmarJamal

ERESH OMAR JAMAL

On March 10, Iran and the Kingdom

of Saudi Arabia announced a
landmark deal - brokered by China
in Beijing - to restore ties and reopen
embassies seven years after severing
relations with each other. In its
most optimistic reading, the deal
can be seen as a historic agreement,
reflecting major changes happening
in the region and in the world at large.
Sources  familiar  with  the
negotiations revealed to The Cradle
that regional and domestic security
and stability were the primary reasons
for this deal, particularly for Saudi
Arabia. And that was quite easy (o
spot, as the deal was struck between
the Supreme National Security
Council of Iran and Saudi Arabia, with
the intelligence services from both
countries in attendance. As such,
confidential clauses were inserted
in the agreement to assure that
their security requirements would
be met, including an understanding
between the two countries that they
would not engage in any activity
that destabilised either of them at
security, military, or media levels.
Saudi Arabia pledged not to fund
media outlets that seek to destabilise
Iran, such as Iran International.
The Saudis also pledged not (o
fund organisations designated as
terrorists by Iran, such as the People’s
Mojahedin ~ Organization  (MEK),
Kurdish groups based in Iraq, or
militants operating out of Pakistan.
Iran pledged to ensure that its allied
organisations would not violate Saudi
territory from inside Iraq. There were
discussions  during  negotiations
about the targeting of Saudi Arabia’s

Aramco facilities in 2019, and Iran
guaranteed that there would be no
similar strikes from Iraqi territory.

Hostility — between  the two
sectarian rivals — predominantly Shia
Iran and Sunni Saudi Arabia - has
dominated Middle Eastern politics
in recent years, spreading into Syria,
Iraq, Lebanon, and Yemen.

So, the final confidential clause
includes the two sides agreeing to
exert all possible efforts to resolve

flight could operate illustrates
fully the nature of the present
collaborative world. Every aspect of
our lives, even for our remote villager
who never ventures anywhere save the
village haat, is determined by global
agreements and legal frameworks
and their meticulous compliance on
everyone’s part, including ours.
Another example of the integrated

living together in a global village to
derive maximum self-benefit.

Like in the world of trade and
business, so also in the area of
democracy, rights, freedoms,
governance, especially in the specific
area of democratic elections, there
is a huge stack of laws and global
practices formulated by the United
Nations with our consent, at least

will be well advised to examine the
questions and the scepticism that
surround the last two parliamentary
elections. These are not merely BNP
propaganda or the work of what she
frequently terms “conspirators trying
to discredit her government.”
Whatever the faults of the past
two elections were, Sheikh Hasina
was able to weather the criticisms and

world is our acceptance of the
graduation process from being a
Least Developed Country (LDC) to
becoming a Developing Country.
Who termed us an LDC? Shouldn’t
our nationalistic pride have made
us reject it, saying, “Who are you
to stigmatise us as being ‘least
developed?” Why don’t we now
declare ourselves a “developed”
country without waiting for some
international body’s consent? Not
only did we comply, but requested two
years’ extension so that we continue
to enjoy concessions given to LDCs
as we prepare to graduate. This is not
surrendering to outside pressure, but

the ones professing democracy.
Compliance with these practices
gives global recognition to national
clections that ultimately translate
into respect and acceptance of
national governments on the
international stage. The most potent
indicator of it is FDI, and for us the
message should be unambiguous. In
spite of us being termed a “super star
of development” - by The Economist
magazine - we have a very low DI,
notwithstanding road shows, visits,
and conferences.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
regardless of her unmatched track
record in the area of development,

IRAN-SAUDI DETENTE

shifting of the sands begun?

policy independent of the west.” To
add to such concerns, Saudi Foreign
Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al-
Saud recently said that he believed
the Iran nuclear talks in their current
form were moribund, and that it
would be better to change the format
so that other currently excluded
regional powers were included in
them. Additionally, the deal might
also throw a wrench in the US-
Israel plans to expand the so-called
Abraham Accords introduced by
former US President Donald Trump
to include Saudi Arabia.

China’s role as the deal’s mediator
is another major red flag for the US,
particularly because, according to
inside sources, Chinese President
Xi Jinping did not merely aid an
agreement that was already going
on between Saudi Arabia and Iran.
The Chinese leader apparently

Given the increasingly multipolar world and rising
China-US tensions, the Iran-Saudi agreement
illustrates how the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
countries — especially Saudi Arabia, which earlier
slashed oil production by two million barrels per

day, despite a request by US President Joe Biden to
increase output — are manoeuvring to balance multiple
interests and partnerships. And there are legitimate

conflicts in the region, particularly
the one raging in Yemen - although
no details were agreed upon. And
this, perhaps, is the most important
part of the agreement, as it has
the potential to bring some peace
and stability to a region plagued by
conlflict and chaos.

The two countries that will clearly
be unhappiest with the Saudi-Iran
détente are the United States and
Israel. According to The Guardian,
the agreement has “potentially wide
implications for the Iran nuclear deal”
and “shows the new determination
of Saudi Arabia to conduct a foreign

geostrategic reasons for it.

personally paved the way for it to
materialise, delving deep into the
details of it since his visit to Saudi
Arabia in December 2022, and
then later during Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi’s visit to Beijing last
month.

And this is what is most
interesting about the process of this
agreement. Why did China, which
has historically always stayed away
from mediating negotiations - partly
not to lose any credibility should
the negotiations or agreements not
work out — put its neck on the line
for this one? Is it because it strongly
believes that this agreement will be

implemented properly? Is it because
of its massive economic and energy
interests in the oil-rich Middle East?
Is it because China finally sees itself
ready to exertits influence in aregion
predominantly considered as the
United States’ sphere of influence,
particularly with the US authority
dwindling after Russia took a stand
against it in Syria, where Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad, backed
by Iran and Russia, is now clearly
winning? Or is it a combination of
all of the above, and then some?
Given the increasingly multipolar
world and rising China-US tensions,
the Iran-Saudi agreement illustrates
how the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) countries - especially Saudi
Arabia, which earlier slashed oil
production by two million barrels per
day, despite a request by US President
Joe Biden to increase output - are

COLLAGE: SALMAN SAKIB SHAHRYAR

carry on in power without difficulty.
That has emboldened her as to her
ability to hold elections, however
flawed, and retain power. But far
more damagingly - a point we want
to stress — it has encouraged her fair-
weather supporters, who are corrupt
to the hilt, to operate in double shifts
believing that they will remain above
accountability as she will find some
way through another election and
retain power.

It is these elements who are far
more opposed to a free and fair
clection than others, as their lives
depend on a “managed” election.
This group includes — many but not

manoeuvring (o balance multiple
interests and partnerships. And
there are legitimate geostrategic
reasons for it.

After the 1973 war between
Egypt and Israel, the then Egyptian
President Muhammad Anwar Sadat
unceremoniously dumped his Soviet
military and political backers and
started looking towards US President
Richard Nixon and Secretary of State
Henry Kissinger to get the occupied
Sinai back from Israel and to get
Egypt out of the cycle of disastrous
Arab-Israeli wars. While explaining
why he was flying to Washington
all of a sudden instead of heading
towards Moscow, Sadat said the US
“has 99 percent of the cards.” What
he meant was that it was the US
alone which could conclude a peace
between Cairo and Tel Aviv, as the
Soviets did not have the same trust

all - politicians, business leaders,
senior and mid-level bureaucrats,
law enforcement bodies, intelligence
community, and other wielders of
power including members of my own
profession.

This formidable group forms

the core of the nexus who are
fundamentally opposed (0o a
genuinely free and fair election in
Bangladesh, and will do everything
possible to subvert all attempts to
go in that direction. They serve as
an obstacle to any flexibility that the
PM may be willing to exercise. (It is
rumoured that in the last election,
the PM was willing to share some
number of seats with the opposition,
but the plan was sabotaged at the
operational level).
Returning to Sheikh Hasina’s
assertion that “we will do whatever
is necessary for the welfare of the
people,” the question remains: what
will serve “the welfare of the people”
best — a controversial election or
a free and fair one? The answer is
embedded in the question itself
- anything that is free and fair is
infinitely better than that which is
not. And that should be our option
of choice - not to please this or that
power, but to work “for the welfare of
our people,” as the PM said.

Postscript

We are deeply disturbed by the
happenings of the past two days.
If elections to the Supreme Court
Bar Association cannot be held
peacefully on the sacred premises
of our highest court, participated by
those who practise law, then what
can we expect in the national polls,
where the stakes are so much higher
and voters are both neutral and party
supporters? These lawyers, practising
in our highest court, did not confine
their differences to be resolved
through dialogue, but transformed
themselves into bamboo-wielding
violent activists, injuring journalists
engaged in their professional work.

from the Israelis as the Americans
did.

Fifty years later, it seems to be
the Chinese who now hold most of
the cards when it comes to relations
across the Gulf region.

The extremely hard line taken by
the US against Iran, with a de facto
global financial and trade embargo
against its oil exports, has meant
that the US basically has no influence
over Iran. Its unconditional support
for Israel, invasion of Iraq, and
support for armed groups against
the Syrian government means that it
has also alienated them.

With Saudi Arabia now pursuing
a more independent foreign policy,
this agreement with Iran, mediated
by China, might signal a sea
change in the global political order,
originating, ironically, from the
deserts of the Middle Fast.
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LAW & OUR RIGHTS

Law as an
instrument of
social change
will have to
be altered
occasionally
to deal with
the changing
social evils.

LAW WATCH

WOMEN’S RIGHTS

Towards a gender-

responsive criminal
justice system

MEHER NIGAR

Gender-based violence against women creates
a serious obstacle to achieving sustainable
development. As stated in the UN Secretary-
General’s in-depth study on all forms of
violence against women (2006): “violence
prevents women from contributing to, and
benefiting from, development by restricting
their choices and limiting their ability to
act, which ultimately affects the overall
developmental activities of a State. So, all UN
Member States, including Bangladesh, is under
a clear obligation to prevent violence against
women and girls so that they can participate
with their full potential in economic, social,
and political spheres.

The government of Bangladesh has
undertaken a number of initiatives legal and
institutional, to ensure a violence- free life for
women. However, these initiatives have not
been translated into concrete improvements
in the lives of most women who remain
marginalised, discriminated against, and at a
high-risk of being subjected to violence.

The absence of effective legal protection,
lack of political will, absence of awareness,
absence of gender-sensitive attitude among
duty bearers, and many other socio-legal
factors are considered (o be the responsible
factors behind this heinous occurrence. But
the existing legal set-up and its ineffective role
remains the major concern in the matter of
dealing with violence against women. There
is a pressing demand to review the existing
legislation not only to ensure equal access
to justice for victims of violence but also to
allow a woman to live her life without violence.
The starting point in this regard should be

revisiting the existing legislation to make
sure that all acts of gender-based violence are
effectively dealt with by law.

Stereotypical assumptions about gender
roles, gender identities, and gender relations
contribute to the continuance of gendered
violence against women. Cultural stereotypes
about the role of women and men that men
are the ultimate decision makers, and they
are superior to women in terms of intellect,
strength, quality, etc. permit discrimination
whether it is in the domestic sphere or in the
public sector. In addition, these stereotypes
find their ways in legislation while addressing
certain offences, sometimes by sidestepping
the offence or sometimes by maintaining
ambiguity in defining the scope of the offence.
Non-criminalising marital rape can be an
example in this regard.

Unfortunately, even when conscious
efforts are made to liberate legislation of
these gender-biased stereotypes, some other
balanced provisions often compromise these
efforts. The Child Marriage Restraint Act,
2017 prohibits child marriage (under 18 years
for a female child and under 21 years for a
male child). However, the Act introduces a
special provision, exceptionally allowing child
or underage marriages, where a court rules
that such marriage is in the ‘best interest of
the child.” That means the prevalent cultural
stereotypes regarding the status of women
are so dominant that laws on gender-based
violence are yet to achieve a gender-sensitive
approach towards women.

The gender-insensitive approach is evident
in many prevalent provisions in present
gender-based violence laws in Bangladesh,
such as, there is no provision for providing

training for officers, who are responsible for
handling the victims on their way (o justice,
though a gender-sensitive justice system highly
demands so. Consequently, in every stage
of access to justice, ranging from reporting
the violent incident to the police station to
undergoing an intimate medical examination
in a crowded hospital, mostly by male doctors,
they (victim) may face discrimination, and
harassment causing “secondary victimisation”.
These stereotypes help perpetuate violence
against women, and hence immediate action is
needed to address them through appropriate
legislation.

Law as an instrument of social change
will have to be altered occasionally to deal
with the changing social evils. At the same
time, the initiative must be coupled with the
incorporation of gender-responsive provisions
for better application of laws. A necessary
prerequisite for the effective application of laws
is that justice agents are gender sensitive and
knowledgeable of human rights standards. In
this regard, education, training, and awareness
raising programmes are crucial.

It is recognised by the policymakers around
the world that implementing fundamental,
transformative reform is possible if law reforms
actively promote equal rights for all. Hence,
while designing and implementing laws, the
voices, perspectives, and priorities of women
and girls should be considered in ways that
would ensure that the rights of women and
girls are meaningfully protected, promoted,
and implemented.

The Writer is an Assistant Professor at Department
of Law, Premier University, Chittagong.

Can a company have both a ‘Managing
Director’ and a ‘Chiel Executive Ofhicer’?

ASIF HASAN

It is customary for companies to have either a
Managing Director (MD) or a Chief Executive Officer
(CEO). But can a company have both MD and CEO
posts hold by two separate individuals?

At the outset, the Companies Act, 1994 does not
define, use or discuss the term “Chief Executive
Officer”. In practice, the terms “managing director”
and “chief executive officer” are used interchangeably.
Hence, the question arises as to whether the eligibility
and functions of an MD and a CEO are the same.
The consequential question that arises is whether

in presence of an MD, a CEO can be appointed or

vice versa. To address these questions, eligibility and
functions of both these positions are to be examined.
In this regard, as per section 2(m) of the Companies
Act, 1994, a “managing director” is a director with
powers of management entrusted to him by virtue of
an agreement with the company, or of a resolution
passed by the shareholders at their general meeting or
by the board of directors. Hence, an MD occupies the
dual capacity of being a director as well as an employee
of the company. In contrast, a CEO is essentially a
C-level executive, a member of senior leadership at
the top of a company’s corporate hierarchy. A CEO
does not need to be a director of the board, he acts
as a top employee of the company. So, the eligibility
criteria of an MD and a CEQ is distinct.

With regards to the functions, typically, a CEO has
the responsibility to facilitate business and should
also have a strategic vision to align the company,
both internally and externally. He plays the role to
guide the employees and the executive officers of
a company, whereas an MD is the member of the
Board with the power of managing hence described
as a managing director. Despite the possibility of
having some overlapping, the functions of a CEO
and an MD are not necessarily the same or identical.
As such, from a general point of view, there is no
legal bar in appointing a CEO while having an MD so
long as the roles and responsibilities of each person
are defined. Having said that, if the company is a
public limited company, the Corporate Governance

Director

Code issued by the Bangladesh Securities and
Exchange demands consideration. Section 4(a) of the
Corporate Governance Code states, “The positions
of the Chairperson of the Board and the Managing
(MD) and/or Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of the company shall be filled by different
individuals.” Section 4(d) states, “The Board shall
clearly define respective roles and responsibilities
of the Chairperson and the Managing Director and/
or Chiel Executive Officer”. By using the expression
“and/or” in between the terms “Managing Director”
and “Chief Executive Officer”, the Code essentially
indicates that a public company may have both an
MD and a CEO; and that if the positions are taken by
different individuals, their roles and responsibilities
need to be clearly defined.

In addition to the above, the articles of association
of the company requires to be examined to identify, if
there is any direct or implied restriction to appoint a
CEO in presence of an MD.

To reiterate, subject to the provisions in the articles
of association of a company, different individuals for
both the positions of CEO and MD can be appointed.
However, it is of importance that the roles of these
individuals are clearly defined to avoid any potential
major overlapping.

The Writer is an Advocate and one of the Associates at
Tanjib Alam and Associates.

RIGHTS WATCH
Human rights

concern
over the
statelessness
of Shamima
Begum

TASMIM JAHAN NEEHA

With the quashing of the citizenship of the
former ISIS bride, Shamima Begum; the legal
dilemma regarding statelessness has resurged.
Ms. Begum, one of three east L.ondon schoolgirls
who travelled to Syria in 2015 to support the
terrorist organisation, ISIS; was born in the UK to
parents of Bangladeshi heritage.

Ms. Begum'’s appeal was quashed on February
23, 2022, by the UK Supreme Court. The appeal
was against the then Home Secretary’s removal
of her British citizenship on February 19, 2019.
So, the verdict has confirmed her being stateless
which goes against the standard of human rights.

Under the British Nationality Act of 1981, one
can be stripped of their citizenship for “seriously
prejudicial act” that goes against the public
interest.

Now, the question is whether the verdict of
the UK court violates Ms. Begum’s human rights.
To answer that, two pivotal points are to be
determined:

® Whether Ms. Begum is to be punished for her
affiliations with the ISIS though she herself has
not committed any offence according to official
records, and

® If Ms. Begum is to be punished, whether it
requires the striking of her citizenship.

The United Nations has two major conventions
on statelessness: the 1961 Convention on
the Reduction of Statelessness and the 1954
Convention relating to the Status of Stateless
Persons. The 1961 Convention is the leading
instrument in setting the rules for the non-
withdrawal of citizenship to avoid statelessness.
Whereas the 1954 Convention is significant as it
has defined a “stateless person” as someone “who
is not considered as a national by any State under
the operation of its law.” It aims at ensuring
certain rights of a stateless person. Again article

1(2) has provided certain conditions under which
a person would not be considered a stateless
person; one of such conditions is that the person
has committed a war crime, crime against peace
or crime against humanity. The UK Court has not
decided on Ms. Begum’s committing any of the
offences. She has served as a sex slave in the ISIS
and regardless of it being a terrorist organisation,
she has not been found of any criminal offence
since she moved (o Syria.

According to section 40(2) the British
Nationality Act, 1981, ‘The Secretary of State
may by order deprive a person of a citizenship
status if the Secretary of State is satisfied that
deprivation is conducive to the public good.” The
Act also mentions that any act being prejudicial
to the UK’s interest will lead to deprivation of
citizenship.

The Court had failed to investigate the matter
from the perspective of a teenager who may
possibly have been the victim of trafficking
and radical brainwashing. Ms. Begum’s lawyers
argued on the point that if her age during which
Ms. Begum went to ‘serve’ the ISIS was taken
into consideration, the verdict could have been
different. She was just fifteen at the time, legally
a minor. Even if her acts are considered juvenile,
that does not validate her being struck out of
her citizenship as she can be held legally liable
for those actions. Apart from being an ISIS bride,
official records do not show her committing any
offence during her stay in home and abroad.

European Convention on Human Rights
(ECHR) also imposes obligations concerning
nationality. Certain case laws have also affirmed
the protection granted under article 8 of the
ECHR that nationality is part of one’s social
identity (Karrassev v Finland, 1999).

According to article 15 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, 1948, every person
has aright to nationality. Ms. Begum had only the
UK citizenship and because of her being stripped
of it, she is currently stateless. So, the verdict has
violated the provisions of the UDHR too.

So, the verdict of the UK Supreme Court
remains another stern and unjust approach to
the so called “War on Terror’, violating human
rights.

The Writer is a Student of Law, University of Dhaka.
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Star Sports 1

India vs Australia

1st ODI

Live from 2:00 pm

T Sports

Pakistan Super League
Qualifier 2

Live from 8:00 pm

Abahani, Gazi
notch big wins

SPORTS REPORTER

Anamul Haque Bijoy continued from
where he had left off in the Dhaka
Premier League last season, hitting a
ton in his very first game this season
for his new side Abahani Limited
during their resounding 124-run win
over Brothers Union at the Sher-e-
Bangla National Stadium in Mirpur
yesterday.

Bijoy and out of favour national
team T20I opener Mohammad Naim
put on 157 for the opening stand to
set up a big score of 372 for six.

Naim missed out on a ton,
departing in the 26th over after a
74-ball 85 but Bijoy carried on and
hit a 118-ball 123, laced with six fours
and as many maximums. Bijoy also
starred in a 101-run stand with Afif
Hossain before Mohor Sheikh bagged
his scalp in the 40th over.

Afif’s 47-ball 65 and Mosaddek’s
27-ball 46 helped Abahani to a
big total before bowlers contained
Brothers to 258 for six despite a
116-ball 102 from skipper Mizanur
Rahman and Myshukur Rahaman’s
73.

Gazi Group also notched a high
score as they romped to a 128-
run victory against Mohammedan
Sporting Club at Fatullah’s Khan

Shaheb Osman Ali Stadium. After
a fast start, Ravi Teja’s 79-ball 66
along with fifties from Akbar Ali and
Meherob Hasan propelled Gazi to 349
for 7. Khaled Ahmed bagged three for
75 for Mohammedan.

In reply, Soumya Sarkar, another
who has fallen out of national team
contention like Bijoy and Naim, was
still finding form hard to come by.
While Rony Talukdar, who got into
the national team T20I setup in the
England series, continued his form
with a smashing 61-ball 80, hitting
12 fours and a six in chase of the
big total, Soumya departed for 16.
The left-hander’s disappointment
was apparent as he left his bat on
the ground and sat in despair after
a particularly low delivery [rom
spinner Anamul Haque disturbed his
woodwork.

While all-rounder Shakib Al Hasan
was unavailable for Mohammedan,
Mahmudullah Riyad, rested from
England ODIs, hit 57-ball 58 but did
not have much impact in chasing
the big target as Mohammedan were
bundled out for 221.

In the other game of the day, fifties
from Sangeeth Malundu and Aminul
Islam, and Farhad Reza’s 36 helped
Shinepukur Cricket Club chase down
Rupganj Tigers’ 216 for six in a four-
wicket win at the BKSP ground three.

‘Napoli will keep on dreaming’

AFP, Naples

In-form batters
Najmul Hossain
Shanto and Liton
Das make their way
out of the Osmani
International
Airport as
Bangladesh team
reach Sylhet on
Thursday ahead of
a full series against
Ireland. A high-
flying Bangladesh, ;
brimming with =
confidence
following a T20I
series sweep over
world champions
England, will hope
to carry their

form into the ODI
format when they
begin the three-
match ODI series
tomorrow.

PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR

ODI side lacked T20
unit’s ‘dynamics’

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh had a lot of ambition going
into the recently-concluded ODI series
against England. Given their form at home
and having secured a series win against
India in their prior home series, there
was a serious chance to thwart the world
champions. But, as the ODI series showed,
the game has been evolving and the Tigers
were left with too many gaps to plug even
in their strongest format.

On the other hand, T20Is have always
been a thorn in Bangladesh’s side and that
a young crop would bring such vitality
to record a 3-0 series sweep against the
current 1T20I world champions was not
exactly expected. Reporter Simon Burnton
of The Guardian was in Bangladesh to
cover both the white-ball series and he
opined that the T20I side had a dynamic
that was missing in the ODI set-up.

“The T20 side appeared to have a bit
more in terms of team dynamics but I
guess there are lots of variables that are
hard to quantify. Liton Das, for example,
was abysmal in the ODI series and got
out for two ducks. But in the third T20I,
he played quite a magnificent innings. I
think England have a better side in ODIs,
stronger batting, so there’s been a less
impressive opponent in the T20 series,”
Simon told The Daily Star during the third
T20I at Mirpur.

In the first ODI, the Tigers put up a
fight and pushed England but a Dawid
Malan ton denied them before Jason Roy
left his mark on the second ODI. The
batting approach from the hosts in the

continent’s most exciting team.

Victor Osimhen says Napoli are dreaming of
Champions League glory after his brace shot 3 curt “
the Serie A leaders to a 3-0 win over Eintracht

Frankfurtand into the quarterfinals for the first  Europe.

time in their history on Wednesday.

With Napoli confirming their maiden
Champions League quarters, it marks the first
time in 17 years that three Serie A sides - also
AC Milan and Inter Milan — have made it to the

last eight of the competition.

Nigeria striker Osimhen struck either side of
half-time to ensure no slip-ups in Naples and
help his team secure a straightforward, and

deserved, 5-0 aggregate win.

Piotr Zielinski added Napoli’s third from the
penalty spot on a perfect night for southern
Italy’s biggest club, who Osimhen believes can

go all the way.

“I’s amazing to make history with this win,”

said Osimhen to Amazon Prime.

“We will keep on dreaming, we have the
squad to do so (win the Champions League). [
think we are on the right path. We have a great
coach. We will see what the future holds for us,

I think we have a good chance.”

Luciano Spalletti’s side are close to securing

their first Serie A title in over three decades and
an already remarkable season got even better

with a place in Friday’s draw for the last eight of by now,” said an irritated Spalletti.

Europe’s top club competition.

They have been powered (o an almost certain
domestic triumph and a deep run in Europe
by the red-hot Osimhen, who has now netted
23 times in all competitions for possibly the

Eintracht were without suspended France
forward Randal Kolo Muani following his
sending off in the first leg and the Bundesliga
outlit did very litte to trouble Napoli.

Oliver Glasner’s side head out of the

However Spalletti was less bullish about
Napoli’s chances than Osimhen, replying with
no” when asked if he was flattered by
Pep Guardiola saying his side were the best in

Real Madrid, Bayern Munich, Manchester City,
Chelsea, Napoli, AC Milan, Inter Milan, Benfica

**The draw for Champions League quarterfinals will
be held in Nyon, Switzerland today.

“It’s a game that people play to put pressure
on other teams, it’s a game that everyone knows

second ODI lacked conviction as no one,
bar Shakib Al Hasan, showed intent after
a top-order collapse.

When it came to the T20Is, however,
there was significant improvement in the
batting approach compared to past T20
performances and the effort in fielding
was a cut above the ODI unit. The squad
also rallied around Shakib, who kept

England guessing throughout the T20Is.

Was the ODI side more traditional?
“That’s certainly what we are seeing,”
Simon said. “There is less energy. Lots of
potential reasons for that.”

The likes of Mahmudullah Riyad and
Mushfiqur Rahim have been mainstays of
the middle-order in the ODI team, but with
them already out of the T20 set-up, new
batters are showing the way. Were older

competition on a night in which their fans were
involved in serious disorder after travelling to
Naples despite no tickets for away fans being

put on sale.

Frankfurt before the first leg.

a tense evening in Naples.

were arrested.

Georgian.

Eintracht had decided to not take up their
ticket allocation for the match after Italian
authorities produced two separate bans in a
matter of days, fearing a repeat of the trouble in

That didn’t stop the German club’s hardcore
fans however, who clashed with local police on

Three German football fans and five locals

R il g il WS S5 Around the stadium the atmosphere was
o - | less fraught as Napoli got through without any
. % trouble.

Teams qualified for Champions Khvicha Kvaratskhelia almost scored his
League quarterﬁna[s; second wonder goal in less than a week in
the 19th minute after a brilliant tackle from

Zielinski sent him charging towards goal.
But he was forced wide just as he looked for
a shooting chance and ended up being denied
smartly by Kevin Trapp, who did well again
two minutes before the break to denied the

However Trapp could do nothing to stop
Osimhen putting Napoli ahead moments later,
the Nigeria international showing why he is one
of the most highly-rated strikers in the world
with a perfectly timed leap and header from
Matteo Politano’s hanging cross.

And Osimhen struck again seven minutes
after the break with a simpler finish, this time
tapping in Giovanni Di Lorenzo’s low cross after
more good play from Politano and Kvaratskhelia.

names responsible for fragile dynamics?

“That’s the key question isn’t it?
Younger batters coming into the T20 side
played well and batting in all the matches
has been excellent. There have been very
few disappointing performances and
Shanto has been the one throughout both
series who looked really strong. Whether
you lay the blame on the older players is
difficult to say. But clearly there is talent
coming through,” Simon opined.

For Simon, the conditions were not
conducive to going for more runs in ODIs,
which ends up as an issue away from home
on better batting surfaces.

“I think that’s maybe the issue with
playing in these conditions when there
are often low-scoring matches and you
defend low scores. It doesn’t encourage
a team to be as aggressive as they need to
be to become a force on the global stage.
Obviously, you want to win games against
big names on the international stage. But
what you end up with is a kind of team with
two faces -- different as a prospect to face in
home conditions than when away,” he said.

Simon also watched both captains
at work and when asked if Shakib was
making a statement with his captaincy in
terms of being more aggressive, he replied:
“I think that’s probably a fair comment.
It’s hard to judge over a short period and
the England ODI side was stronger.”

The England series has now made
way for the Ireland series, slated to begin
from March 18. With new faces like Rony
Talukdar, Towhid Hridoy and the return
of Yasir Ali to the ODI set-up, a change in
dynamics is expected going forward.

Bangladesh get
one foot in semis

SPORTS REPORTER
Hosts Bangladesh sl -
recorded a  third
successive win in the
Bangabandhu Cup
International Kabaddi
tournament with a -
40-24 win against o roiaty ()
Nepal in a Group : c

A encounter at the

Shaheed Noor Hossain

Volleyball Stadium in Paltan yesterday.

A third win takes the defending champions
to the cusp of the semifinal. They currently have
six points from three games, equal with Iraq. A
win in either of their next two matches - against
England and Iraq -— would seal a last-four spot
for Bangladesh.

The hosts toyed with Poland and Argentina
in their first two matches, notching 50 and 72
points respectively, but faced a challenge from the
Himalayan nation.

The hosts appeared cheerful to have kept their
winning streak intact in the 12-team tournament
on a day that also saw two-time runners-up Kenya
taste their first victory after defeat in their first two
matches.
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Re-elected

-

nfantino ‘loves’
h L] L] t L]
AFP, Kigali
Gianni Infantino has been re-elected as president
of FIFA until 2027 after standing unopposed at
the congress of world football’s governing body
on Thursday.

The 52-year-old Swiss lawyer, who succeeded the
disgraced Sepp Blatter in 2016, was waved in for a
third term by acclamation, just as he was four years
ago, by delegates from the 211 member federations.

“To all those who love me, and I know there are
so many, and also those who hate me, I know there
are a few: I love you all,” Infantino told delegates in
the Rwandan capital, where the voting system did
not register the number of dissident voices.

While FIFA statutes currently limit a president
to a maximum three four-year terms, Infantino
has already prepared the ground to stay until 2031,
declaring in December that his first three years at
the helm did not count as a full term.

His re-election followed a long speech in which
he triumphantly listed his achievements since
taking office, alternating smoothly between
English, French, Spanish and German.

“There is a lot to be looking forward to,”
Infantino said as he turned thoughts to the next
four years and declared the 2026 World Cup, the
first edition to be enlarged to 48 teams, will be
“the most inclusive World Cup ever”.

FIFA announced on Tuesday that the tournament
in North America will feature 104 matches, a huge
increase from the 64 at the most recent World Cup,
as it will start with 12 groups of four teams.

The upcoming Women’s World Cup in Australia
and New Zealand later this year will be the first to
feature 32 teams, up from 24 at the last edition in
2019.

It will also see overall prize money for
participating teams increased to $150 million, up
sharply from $50 million in 2019 and a huge rise
on the $15 million contributions in 2015.

Infantino has also announced projected income
of $11 billion in the four years to 2026, compared
to $7.5 billion in the last four-year cycle ending in
2022.

Even though it was end-to-end stuff at
the Santiago Bernabeu on Thursday,
with Real Madrid posing the most
threat, the only goal came from

Karim Benzema that saw Los Blancos
advance to the Champions League
quarterfinals by sealing a 1-0 victory
in the round of 16 second leg to wrap
up a resounding 6-2 win on aggregate
against Liverpool. PHOTO: AFP
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CUSTODIAL TORTURE
Police yet to file
case despite
court order

Directive came after 3 women
detainees submitted injury note

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

Even after a Barishal court on March 12 ordered that a
case be filed against Babuganj police for torturing three
women in custody, police are yet to record one.

Judicial Magistrate Md Nurul Amin passed the order
that said the case must be filed within 24 hours.

Alfter being detained for “playing loud music”, the three
women, Akashi Begum, Rashida and Mala Begum were
tortured in police custody by officials of Babuganj Police
Station on March 3.

The victims submitted an injury note from Sher-e
Bangla Medical College Hospital, attesting to the fact that
they have injury marks on their hands, head and several
other places.

On March 3, Babuganj police received a public nuisance
complaint from the residents of Dehergati village saying
there was a picnic in the locality, where loud music was
being played late into the evening.

The police intervened and tried to confiscate the sound
system, leading the party-goers (o retaliate.

In a case filed by police, they alleged that the picnic
attendees attacked and obstructed them, and injured a
sub-inspector and some others, SI Hannan, of the police
station and investigation officer of the case, told this

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

AL leader held after
taking away EVM
panel from centre

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Police yesterday detained a local Awami League leader
in Chattogram’s Boalkhali upazila over taking the ballot
unit of an Electronic Voting Machine out of a polling
centre during the by-polls to the upazila chairman post.

The detainee, Ratan Chowdhury, is the president of
Jayshtapura union Al said police.

According to sources, Ratan took the ballot unit out
of the polling centre at Jayshtapura Ramani Mohan High
School during polling around noon.

He took the machine to an electoral camp of the AL's

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

THE SHY ONE ... A Bengal Slow Loris lives up to its Bangla name — lojjaboti banor (shy monkey) — after being spotted at Sylhet’s Patharia
Hill Reserve Forest. These timid primates, native to the Indian subcontinent and the Indochina region, are not only nocturnal but they like
to remain hidden away from sight unless it’s absolutely necessary (to find food, mates etc). As a matter of fact, when spotted, they tend to
hide their faces with their hands. Evident from their English name, they are slow moving and are considered to be quite lazy. While they are
generally harmless, these adorable primates can defend themselves with a venomous bite when needed. Arboreal creatures, the Bengal
Slow Loris can be found in some forests in the country. However, due to deforestation and hunting, their numbers have been declining. As a

result, the IUCN’s Red List has categorised them as endangered species.

MEDITERRANEAN SHIPWRECK
Faridpur families sink

deeper into despair

No news yet on 11 missing youths

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

At least 11 young men from Faridpur
who were believed to be onboard
the recently capsized boat in the
Mediterranean Sea remained missing
as of yesterday.

Meanwhile, with each passing day,
their family members back home sank
deeper into despair without any news
about the youths.

Thirty people feared to have
drowned after the boat capsized in
bad weather on Sunday. A total of 17
others were rescued in the shipwreck
incident and brought ashore by the
Italian authorities on Monday, Italy’s
coast guard told Reuters.

The missing youths are Al Amin
Matubbar, 20, Mahfuz Mollah, 22,
Nazmul Mollah, 23, and Akramul
Bapari, 27, of Krishnanagar village;
Sawpan Fakir, 27, son of Ishak Fakir of
Basgari village; Shamim Kazi, 21, son of
Seken Kazi, Bipul Matubbar, 25, son of
Sorowar Matubbar, and Biltu Sheikh,
25, son of Malek Sheikh of Sankarpasha
village; Miran Sheikh, 22, son of
Soleman Sheikh and Tuhin Sheikh, 20,
son of Isdrish Sheikh of Shrigal village;
and Shaown Takukdar, 22, son of
Kashem Talukdar of Naruyahati village.

The youths, from Dangi union in
the district’s Nagarkanda upazila,
were headed to Italy from Libya.

All of them went abroad illegally
through Murad Fakir, a member of a
human trafficking gang, said officials
of local administration.

Topu Raihan, a local journalist,

said, “A total of 12 youths from the
Dangi union were on that boat. Of
them, four were from my village
Shankarpasha. One of them, Mehedy
Hasan, was rescued. He sent a message
to his family saying that the three
others could not make it to the shore.”

Soleman Sheikh, father of Miran
Sheikh, said, “I want my son back. We
are losing sleep as we’re worried sick
about Miran.”

Kashem Talukdar, father of Shaown
Takukdar, said, “Murad and his men
lied to us. They said they would send
my son on a ship but they sent them
on a small boat.”

Bulbul Sardar, former chairman of
Dangi union parishad, told The Daily
Star, “It has been confirmed so far that
11 youths of Dangi union are missing.
Their family members are in extreme
anxiety.”

The youths went abroad illegally
on a contract of Tk 8 lakh per person
through Murad Fakir of Krishnanagar
village, he said.

Kazi Abul Kalam, chairman of
Dangi union parishad, said, “Murad
is a human (rafficker. He sent at
least 200 youths abroad illegally and
earned a lot of money.”

According to villagers, Murad has
been involved in human trafficking
with the help of several others in the
district.

Miraj Hossain, officer-in-charge of
Nagarkanda Police Station, said, “No
one hasfiled a complaint in this regard
so far. If a case is filed, the matter will
be investigated.”

' NATURE QUEST
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HAJJ PACKAGE
Ministry asks
Biman to
reduce airfare

Hajj registration time
extended again
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The religious  affairs
ministry yesterday asked
Biman to reduce the
airfare so that pilgrims can
perform hajj smoothly.

In a circular last night,
the ministry said they
had negative reactions
from different quarters,
including pilgrims, hajj
agencies, and the media,
immediately after fixing of
the hajj package.

The airfare was fixed at
Tk 1.97 1akh for pilgrimage.

The ministry asked
the national flag carrier
to bring the fare down
to a reasonable level.
It, however, didn’t say
anything about the fare.

It also mentioned that
hajj registration was yet (o
be completed due to high
airfare.

“A writ petition has
been filed with the High
Court over the hajj
package. The court opined
for reducing the airfare,”
said the ministry said,
adding, “The parliamentary
standing committee also
recommended  reducing
the airfare.”

In another development,
the government earlier
extended the deadline for

SEE PAGE 10 COL 2

Won'’t join
polls without
caretaker govt

BNP team tells Indian
envoy over dinner

MOHAMMAD AL-MASUM
MOLLA

A BNP delegation told
Indian High Commissioner
Pranay Verma that without
a non-partisan interim
government in place, it
would not join any polls.

The party also made it
clear that there was almost
no chance of it having talks
with the Awami League
about the next general
elections as the AL broke
its promises made ahead
of 2014 and 2018 polls, said
party sources.

The BNP vowed to
continue its movement
to have elections under a
caretaker government.

“We have made our
position very clear about
the next election and
movement. We did not
keep any room for any
ambiguity,” a senior leader
told The Daily Star, wishing
not to be named.

The six-member BNP
delegation, led by its

SEE PAGE 10 COL 2
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PHOTO: TIMU HOSSAIN

New spacesuit for
Artemis moon
landing revealed

AFP, Houston
Nasa and the private aerospace company Axiom
Space unveiled a prototype on Wednesday of the
next-generation spacesuit that astronauts will
wear on the next walk on the Moon.
The suit revealed at an
event at the Johnson
Space  Center in
Houston  features
greater flexibility
and thermal
protection than
those worn
by the Apollo
astronauts who
first stepped
foot on the lunar
surface more than
50 years ago.

The pressurised
garment has multiple
protective  layers, a

backpack with life support
systems, and lights and a high-definition video
camera mounted on top of the bubble-shaped
helmet.

The US space agency’s Artemis programme
aims to return humans to the Moon in late 2025
for the first time since the historic Apollo missions
ended in 1972, an initial step towards an eventual
voyage to Mars.

Axiom Space was awarded a $228.5 million
contract to design the suit the Axiom
Extravehicular Mobility Unit in space jargon -- for
the mission known as Artemis IIL

Axiom Space chief engineer Jim Stein appeared
on stage at the Nasa facility wearing the suit,
waving his arms, performing squats and dropping
to one knee to display the range of motion it
provides.

The spacesuit modeled by Stein featured a

SEE PAGE 10 COL 6
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