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CYCLONE FREDDY

Death toll in 
Malawi and 
Mozambique 

passes 270
REUTERS, Blantyre/Maputo

Malawi and Mozambique were racing 
to rescue survivors from Tropical 
Cyclone Freddy yesterday as the death 
toll rose above 270 from one of the most 
powerful storms recorded in the southern 
hemisphere.

Freddy tore through southern Africa 
for the second time in a month over the 
weekend and was still causing heavy rain 
yesterday, hampering relief efforts.

Malawi’s disaster management 
department said in a statement that the 
death toll from the second hit stood at 225, 
up from 190 on Tuesday. 

In neighbouring Mozambique at least 21 
people had died as of Tuesday, according 
to the disaster agency.

The overall death toll since Freddy first 
made landfall in February is now estimated 
at more than 270 in Malawi, Mozambique 
and Madagascar.

Strike grips Lanka
Trade unions cripple hospitals, ports, 

banks to protest IMF bailout

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka deployed armed troops as trade unions crippled hospitals, 
ports and banks yesterday to protest against high income taxes 
imposed as a precondition for a crucial IMF bailout.

Schools cancelled term tests and outpatient departments at 
hospitals closed due to the work stoppage that involved more than 
40 trade unions. Fewer vehicles were seen on roads.

Dockers at the main sea port in Colombo stayed away while air 
traffic controllers joined the combined industrial action to carry 
out “go slow” for two hours affecting at least 14 international flights.

“All considered, our work-to-rule was for two hours, but we will 
consider a full-blown strike if the government does not roll back 
the new tax rates,” Rajitha Seneviratne, secretary of the air traffic 
controllers’ association, told AFP.

Armed soldiers were deployed at railway stations as well as the 
port as the government tried to restore minimum services. Dock 
workers had a tense standoff with the military inside the port, but 
there were no reports of clashes.

President Ranil Wickremesinghe’s office said 20 trains operated 
to bring office workers to the capital, but unions said it was less 
than five percent of the daily services. 

State-run buses were also operating, the president’s office said, 
but only a few of them were seen on the roads while attendance in 
schools, offices and factories had dropped sharply yesterday.

The strike came despite a ban imposed by Wickremesinghe last 
month, and warnings that violators could lose their jobs. 

Hunger rising sharply 
in Syria: WFP
REUTERS, Dubai

Hunger and malnutrition are rising sharply in Syria and 
more than half its population is short of food after 12 years 
of war, economic pressures and last month’s earthquake, 
the World Food Program said yesterday. 

“The situation is worse than ever in Syria, the United 
Nations agency’s Middle East director, Corrine Fleischer, 
told Reuters.

About 55 percent of Syria’s population of some 12.1 
million people are food insecure and a further 2.9 million 
are at risk of sliding into hunger, a WFP report said.

Data show malnutrition is rising and that stunting and 
maternal malnutrition rates are at unprecedented levels.

“We’re very, very concerned that hunger is on a steep 
rise in Syria,” Fleischer said.

An earthquake in February which killed at least 
53,000 across Syria and Turkey came on top of social and 
economic hardship of 12 years of war and a weakening 
Syrian pound. As agencies responded to the earthquake, 
the head of the WFP a month ago called on authorities in 
northwestern Syria, which is controlled by insurgents at 
war with forces loyal to President Assad, to stop blocking 
access to the area.

French protesters carry a banner that reads “No to the pension reform” during a demonstration on the 8th day 
of strikes and protests across the country against the government’s proposed pensions overhaul in Calais, 
France yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

A woman walks past a damaged vehicle after a Russian missile strike in the city of Kharkiv yesterday, amid the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine. PHOTO: AFP

Japan parliament 

expels YouTuber MP
AFP, Tokyo

A celebrity gossip YouTuber-turned-lawmaker 
became the first MP expelled by Japan’s 
parliament in over 70 years yesterday, having not 
shown up to work once. Yoshikazu Higashitani, 
known by his online moniker GaaSyy, had been 
ordered to apologise for his months-long absence 
earlier in March. But the lawmaker, one of two 
elected members of the fringe party Seijika Joshi 
48, or “Politician Girls 48”, did not attend that 
parliamentary session either. Higashitani, 51, had 
not set foot in the House of Councillors since 
his July 2022 election, despite a requirement for 
lawmakers to be present. The former businessman 
and YouTuber has instead remained at his home 
in Dubai, claiming he may be arrested if he returns 
to Japan, where he reportedly faces questioning 
over alleged defamation. Japan’s Upper House 
decided on Tuesday to expel him from parliament. 
The move was made official yesterday -- making 
him the first Japanese lawmaker to be expelled 
since 1951, local media reported. Higashitani will 
be replaced by another member of his party. 


