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Japan parliament
expels YouTuber MP

AFP, Tokyo

Hunger rising sharply
in Syria: WEFP

REUTERS, Dubai

A celebrity gossip YouTuber-turned-lawmaker
became the first MP expelled by Japan’s
parliament in over 70 years yesterday, having not
shown up to work once. Yoshikazu Higashitani,
known by his online moniker GaaSyy, had been
ordered to apologise for his months-long absence
carlier in March. But the lawmaker, one of (wo
elected members of the fringe party Seijika Joshi
48, or “Politician Girls 48”, did not attend that
parliamentary session either. Higashitani, 51, had
not set foot in the House of Councillors since
his July 2022 election, despite a requirement for
lawmakers to be present. The former businessman
and YouTuber has instead remained at his home
in Dubai, claiming he may be arrested if he returns
to Japan, where he reportedly faces questioning
over alleged defamation. Japan’s Upper House
decided on Tuesday to expel him from parliament.

Hunger and malnutrition are rising sharply in Syria and
more than halfits population is short of food after 12 years
of war, economic pressures and last month’s earthquake,
the World Food Program said yesterday.

“The situation is worse than ever in Syria, the United
Nations agency’s Middle East director, Corrine Fleischer,
told Reuters.

About 55 percent of Syria’s population of some 12.1
million people are food insecure and a further 2.9 million
are at risk of sliding into hunger, a WFP report said.

Data show malnutrition is rising and that stunting and
maternal malnutrition rates are at unprecedented levels.

“We're very, very concerned that hunger is on a steep
rise in Syria,” Fleischer said.

An ecarthquake in February which killed at least
53,000 across Syria and Turkey came on top of social and
economic hardship of 12 years of war and a weakening
Syrian pound. As agencies responded to the earthquake,

the head of the WEFP a month ago called on authorities in . . . The move was made official yesterday -- making
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