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Oxygen plant 
director 
remanded
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 
Ctg

A court in Chattogram 
yesterday placed Sheema 
Oxygen Plant Limited 
director Parvez Uddin Santu 
on one-day remand in a case 
filed in connection with an 
explosion at the plant in 
Chattogram’s Sitakunda on 
March 4, which left seven 
people dead.

He was arrested in 
Sitakunda area on Tuesday 
night by industrial police.

The court of Judicial 
Magistrate Nazmun Nahar 
gave the order after police 
produced him before the 
court. 

On March 6, 16 people, 
including Santu and 
owners and top officials 
of the plant, were made 
accused in the case.

Two dead in 
Cox’s Bazar 
road crash
UNB, Cox’s Bazar

A biker and his pillion were 
killed  when a bus hit their 
motorcycle in Baniachara 
area in Chakaria upazila of 
Cox’s Bazar yesterday. 

The accident occurred 
around 10:00am on 
Chattogram-Cox’s Bazar 
highway.

The deceased were 
identified as Mohammad 
Ismail Siddiki and Arman 
Shakil, residents of Faitong 
area in Bandarban’s Lama 
upazila. 

No dialogue with 
BNP on caretaker 
govt: info minister
UNB, Dhaka

Awami League joint secretary general Hasan 
Mahmud yesterday said there is no chance of 
holding dialogue with BNP on the caretaker 
government issue.

Hasan, also the information minister, said this 
while replying to questions from journalists at the 
unveiling ceremony of two books on the life of 
Bangabandhu at the secretariat.

“The elections will be held under the Election 
Commission as per the constitution,” he said.

Asked about BNP secretary general Mirza 
Fakhrul Islam’s remarks that the party won’t 
engage in talks with the prime minister, he said, 
“We didn’t call them (BNP) for talks, there is no 
need for talk on the caretaker government issue.”

The incumbent government will discharge its 
duties during the elections like other democratic 
countries, the AL leader said. 

NEW HOLDING TAX

Police foil protest rally in port city
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 
Chattogram

Police yesterday obstructed 
a procession of Chattogram 
Taxpayers Protection Council, 
which intended to surround 
Chattogram City Corporation 
premises to cancel the new 
system for assessing the amount 
of holding tax.

Around 12:00pm, when the 
procession of over a thousand 
people reached Tiger Pass 
intersection, about half a 
kilometre away from CCC, police 
barricaded the road.

The council’s leaders were seen 
locked in altercations with police 
officers at that time. 

Meanwhile, a group of  Chhatra 
League (BCL) -- comprising 

around 50 members and activists, 
and led by Chattogram BCL‘s 
city unit vice president Jahedur 
Rahman Kochi and Omar Gani 

MES College BCL unit general 
secretary Md Ilias -- took position 
there. 

Upon police’s request, the 

BCL group left the area and went 
to CCC, waiting to resist the 
procession if it reached there.

“Our programme is non-violent 
and it was pre-announced, yet 
police put barricades, preventing 
us from going to CCC,” said Nurul 
Absar, president of the council. 
“The holding tax reassessment 
process started in the 2017-18 
fiscal, but it was stopped at that 
time due to our movement.”

“The government had 
realised that the reassessment 
was wrong, and so, postponed 
its implementation,” he 
mentioned. “As the mayor is 
now implementing the new 
assessment, people will have 
to pay eight times the previous 
amount of tax.”
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‘Ensure our water rights’
Demand people of Barind region

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Around 100 people in Rajshahi 
yesterday demanded effective steps to 
ensure water rights of marginalised 
people in Barind region, including 
ethnic Mahali community of 
Mundumala municipality of Tanore 
upazila.

They formed a human chain at the 
city’s Saheb Bazar Zero Point and, later, 
handed over a memorandum with 
a four-point demand to the deputy 
commissioner.

The demands include installation 
of adequate deep tube-wells and 
submersible pumps in Mahalipara and 
saving the ponds and other waterbodies 
of Barind.

Indigenous Mahali Bamboo 
Cane Development Organization in 

collaboration with BARCIK organised 
the event.

Presiding over the programme, 
Mahali organisation’s president 
Chichilia Hembrom said people in the 
area have to travel one kilometre to get 
drinking water.

Rina Tudu, a Mahalipara resident, 
said she went to local authorities several 
times for support but to no avail.


