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One test for univ 
admission from 

next year: minister
UNB, Kushtia

Education Minister Dipu Moni yesterday said 
students will be enrolled in universities through a 
national merit list after holding only one admission 
test from next year.

She said this to reporters after inaugurating a 
science fair of National University at Daulatpur 
College in Kushtia.

Acknowledging some problems and limitations 
in the cluster system for university admission, the 
minister said  the problems will be addressed in future.

Cluster method admission test was introduced  
in 2021-22 academic  year after bringing 32 public 
universities under it to enrol students  on the basis 
of a merit list.

Police foil protest rally
FROM PAGE 5

Later, the protesters did not 
advance, and police allowed 
a four-member group of 
the council to submit a 
memorandum to the mayor. 
They, however, did not allow 
Nurul to be in the group.

At last, the group, led by 
the council’s vice president 
Abdul Malek, reached CCC 
around 12:45pm. When 
the four members entered 
the premises, BCL activists 
took position and started 
chanting slogans against 
the council leaders. 

The mayor did not 
meet the leaders, and 
Chief Executive Officer 
Tauhidul Islam received the 
memorandum on his behalf.

Jannatul Ferdous, the 
organisation’s assistant 
general secretary, said, “We 
will wait for some days to 
observe the mayor’s actions 
and will declare our next 
step of movement.”
‘COUNCIL LEADERS ILL-
MOTIVATED’
After the council members 

left CCC, journalists asked 
the mayor about the 
movement at his office.

Terming the council 
leaders opportunistic and 
ill-motivated, the mayor 
said, “The people who 
are demonstrating have 
an ulterior agenda… The 
real taxpayers have no 
connection with them.”

About BCL activists 
taking positions at CCC, 
he said, “I did not ask 
anyone to come here. I am 
a political leader, and so, 
if someone comes here 
spontaneously, what can I 
do?”

Amid the situation, 
those who went to CCC for 
different work could not 
enter, as the main entrance 
was locked since morning 
due to the movement.

CCC Secretary Kahled 
Mahmud said CCC officials 
and staffers usually enter 
before 9:00am, and 
outsiders are not allowed 
inside the office without 
permission.

Will build gym
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sceneries by the river,” he 
added. “We have decided 
to build a gym at each ward 
to encourage the young 
generation to pursue 
fitness and sports. We will 
develop necessary facilities 
here to that end,” he said.

Taposh said it is very 

sad that Dhaka has 
become a sanctuary of 
encroachment.

“We are demolishing 
illegal structures wherever 
we find them. Muktangan 
was illegally grabbed. We 
are developing the place so 
that children and youths 
can play there,” he added.

PM gives Tk 1cr to Ahmadiyyas
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About Tk 1 crore was 
distributed yesterday. Of the 
families, 108 families from 
Panchagarh Sadar upazila 
and the rest 98 were in the 
district’s Boda upazila.

Railways Minister Nurul 
Islam Sujan was the chief 
guest at the distribution 
programme while 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Panchagarh Md Jahurul 
Islam chaired the event 
held at the Jalsaghar.

The minister said when 
the election comes close, 
there is always a move to put 
the government in trouble 
by propagating various 
things based on religion.

“They did such a thing 
in Brahmanbaria… the 
BNP-Jamaat were involved 
in it directly. They want 
to destabilise the country 
creating various issues,” he 
claimed.

On March 3, two people 
were killed and at least 

30 others, including 
seven policemen, injured 
in a clash between law 
enforcers and supporters 
of Islamist organisations 
demonstrating against the 
Ahmadiyya community.

The agitators set fire to 
many homes and four shops 
belonging to the members 
of the community. They 
also attacked a local police 
station, vehicles of law 
enforcers, and a traffic 
police office.

Don’t deviate from
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history of Bangladesh and 
its Liberation War,” Hamid 
said. 

The president invited the 
students at Bangabhaban 
for the first time. Earlier 
in the afternoon, they 

visited different historic 
sites inside the presidential 
palace including the 
toshakhana museum. 

Hamid answered 
students’ queries, including 
those about his relationship 
with Bangabandhu.

A year since deal inked
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Migration and Asylum 
Minister Panagiotis A 
Mitarachi expressed 
optimism that the 
agreement would effectively 
support regular migration.

After the signing, the 
Ministry of Expatriates’ 
Welfare in Bangladesh said 
Bangladeshi workers will 
be hired in the “seasonal” 
category for the agriculture 
sector. The number of 
sectors open to hiring 
migrants will increase 
later, based on the demand 
and following discussions 
between the two countries.

The workers will have 
to return home upon the 
expiry of their work permits. 
They will be able to re-

migrate for employment. 
While applying for a job, 
Bangladeshi job seekers 
will have to submit valid 
travel documents and work 
contracts, and pay necessary 
fees, the ministry mentioned 
in the press release. 

Meanwhile, the 
regularisation of 
u n d o c u m e n t e d 
Bangladeshi migrant 
workers in Greece started 
after the Greek authorities 
launched an online portal 
to receive applications in 
January this year.

The regularisation 
is a component of the 
MoU, and around 15,000 
Bangladeshis could avail 
the opportunity, said 
officials of the Bangladesh 

mission in Greece.
As of March 2, the 

Bangladesh mission 
attested passport copies of 
over 4,000 Bangladeshis 
who could submit their 
applications through the 
online portal, reads a notice.

Once an application 
is approved, Greece will 
initially provide a “white 
paper” or temporary 
residence permit via email 
which will enable the 
Bangladeshi to work there 
legally.

Later, upon scrutiny and 
approval of the applications 
by the Greek authorities, 
the migrants will be 
provided with a “residence 
card” for five years, which 
will be renewable. 

Awami League 
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the Supreme Court after 
false and stamped ballot 
papers were found there 
on Tuesday night, the night 
before the election. 

“They [pro-AL lawyers] 
assaulted our seven-time 
elected Supreme Court bar 
secretary [Mahbubuddin 
Khokon] and injured him. “

He also said a case has 
been filed against 1,000 
pro-BNP lawyers, including 
Khokon, over the incident.

The two-day voting 

for SCBA election started 
around 10:00am yesterday, 
but it was suspended 
immediately when some 
pro-BNP lawyers staged 
demonstrations demanding 
formation of an election-
conducting committee led 
by a neutral person.

The discussion was held 
marking the launching of a 
book titled “Amar Rajnitir 
Rojnamcha”, written by 
BNP standing committee 
member Khandaker 
Mosharraf Hossain.

BNP launched attack
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Bangabandhu Avenue.
Terming BNP the master 

of “vote robbery”, he said, 
“The BNP leaders are 
raising allegations against 
us, which have already been 
raised against them. Are 
people so dumb?”

Alleging that BNP is 
hatching conspiracies 
to foil the next national 
election, Quader said, 
“Many are showing through 

their activities that they will 
neither participate in the 
polls nor let the election 
take place…” 

“BNP Secretary General 
Mirza Fakhrul Islam 
Alamgir said Awami 
League would have to 
take responsibility if any 
untoward incident happens 
centring the election. Which 
means they are preparing to 
create untoward situations,” 
he said.

DHAKA THURSDAY MARCH 16, 2023 

CHAITRA 2, 1429 BS        4


