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Finding financial 
freedom in smart 
agriculture
Pilot programme empowering 
female farmers in climate-
affected areas
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Lila Rani Mondal, a Satkhira farmer, was struggling to 
make a living due to the salinity of the soil and frequent 
floods in the region. 

However, with the help of the “Krishi Call Center-16123,” 
she was able to address climate vulnerabilities and shift 
towards cultivating bullet chili, a small, red, and extremely 
spicy chili pepper commonly used in Southeast Asian 
cuisine. It is ideal to be cultivated in coastal regions like 
Satkhira as it can grow well in sandy soil with moderate 
salinity and is tolerant to high temperatures and humidity. 

The pepper is also resistant to pests and diseases, 
making it a low-maintenance crop, said Lila at at a virtual 
event organised by UN Women and the International 
Centre for Climate Change and Development (ICCCAD).

The pilot intervention, called “Gender Responsive 
Climate Resilient Agriculture,” was supported by 
the Government of Sweden and aimed to empower 
marginalised women labourers in climate-affected areas 
of Bangladesh. 

The programme provided solutions such as climate 
information services, market information, and resilient 
farming options in four sub-districts -- Kurigram, 
Chilmari, Kaliganj, and Shyamnagar. Madhobobi Rani 
Mondal from Satkhira and Beauty Begum from Kurigram 
also shared their success stories, highlighting the 
importance of women leadership in agriculture. 

The speakers emphasised the need for gender-sensitive 
market strategies and connecting agriculture to ICT, 
especially mobile-based helplines, to provide women 
farmers with access to technology. 

According to Rokeya Akhter, national gender specialist, 
FAO, 60 percent of farmers in Bangladesh are women, and 
85 percent of them have less than one hectare of land. 

The speakers stressed the importance of recognising 
women farmers’ role in agriculture and including them in 
monetary statistics.

No proof of 
allegation 
against 
Sultan’s Dine
Says Directorate of 
National Consumer 
Rights Protection
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The Directorate of 
National Consumer Rights 
Protection (DNCRP) has 
found no evidence of 
Sultan’s Dine restaurant 
using any meat other than 
mutton for its food.

The findings of its 
investigation were revealed 
yesterday in a press release, 
signed by DNCRP Assistant 
Director Md Abdul Jalil 
Mandal.

Following a complaint, 
the directorate conducted 
an on-spot investigation 
at the Gulshan-2 branch 
of Sultan’s Dine on March 
1. The branch authorities 
appeared during the 
inspection and gave oral 
and written statements.

Regarding the size of 
bones, which was part of 
the complaint, Sultan’s 
Dine claimed that they use 
mutton weighing between 
7 to 9 kilos, resulting in 
smaller bones that may 
appear unusual, reads the 
release.

“Since the allegations of 
using meat of other animals 
could not be proven beyond 
a reasonable doubt, the 
organisation was relieved 
of the accusation,” DNCRP 
stated in the release.

Nine out of 10 children
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absence of trained doctors 
and nurses, according to 
the assessment.

During the 15-day long 
assessment, investigators 
found that only 225 SAM 
units had stock of F-100 
therapeutic food and 
268 had stock of F-75 
therapeutic food.

F-75 and F-100 are fed to 
SAM children with health 
complications for them to 
gain weight.

In many SAM units, 
the therapeutic foods and 
other logistics were kept 
unused in the store and the 
health staff was unaware 
about it.

The available stock of 
these foods, meanwhile, 
has severely declined. There 
were only 321 cartons of 
F-75 and 142 cartoons of 
F-100 in the government 
stock.

“If not addressed by 
April, there will be an 
acute shortage of these 
therapeutic foods,” said Dr 
ATM Reaz Uddin, deputy 
programme manager at 
NNS, while presenting the 
findings of the assessment.

The assessment also 

revealed that around 61 
percent of SAM units did 
not have any trained service 
provider present.

During the discussion, 
divisional health directors 
and health experts from 
the DGHS and Unicef 
highlighted that the 
existing programme to 
manage SAM needs to be 
redesigned targeting poor 

people.
“Children from poor 

families are mainly the 
victims of severe acute 
malnutrition. It is tough 
for their guardians to stay 
at hospitals for a long time 
for treatment without any 
kind of support,” said Dr 
Muniruzzaman.

Speaking at the event, 
Dr Monzurul Murshid, 
director (health) of 
Khulna Division, said the 
infrastructure in many 
health facilities is not 
suitable to run a SAM unit.

“There is also a lack of 
proactivity among health 
officials to maintain 
standard operation 
of SAM units. Despite 

repeated directives, there 
is no progress [at different 
facilities],” he said.

Presided over by Line 
Director of NNS Dr Md 
Abdul Mannan, DGHS 
Director General Prof 
Abul Bashar Mohammed 
Khurshid Alam spoke at 
the event as chief guest.

The infrastructure in many health 
facilities is not suitable to run a SAM 

unit. There is also a lack of proactivity 
among health officials to maintain 

standard operation of SAM units. Despite 
repeated directives, there is no progress 

[at different facilities].

DR MONZURUL MURSHID 

Director (health) of Khulna Division

Find out why people
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Sheikh Fazilatunnesa 
Mujib Convention Hall.

The president, who 
is also chancellor of the 
university, presided over 
the event, while Vice 
Chancellor Prof Sharfuddin 
Ahmed delivered the 
welcome speech.

Hamid said reports of 
pharmaceutical companies 
inducing physicians to 
prescribe their medicine 
often appear in the news.

Emphasising on avoiding 
this unhealthy practice, he 
said the introduction of 
generic medicine should be 
considered.

Hamid mentioned that 

the number of doctors and 
nurses in proportion to the 
population is insufficient, 
and the number of 
specialist doctors is also 
below demand.

“There is no substitute to 
research for improving the 
education quality, but our 
medical education involves 
very little research,” he 
added.

Health Minister Zahid 
Maleque and Education 
Minister Dipu Moni spoke 
as special guests, while 
Prof Rajvardhan Azad, 
chairman of University 
Service Commission, Bihar, 
India was the convocation 
speaker.

53pc bikers in DNCC
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that around 60 percent 
of car drivers wear seat 
belts. However, none was 
observed using child safety 
seat while travelling with 
children.

The study’s results 
indicate that the DNCC 
needs to undertake more 
initiatives to improve the 
road safety for the citizens, 
especially women and 
children, the presenters said.

A pre-planned
FROM PAGE 3

Shaheen Anam, executive 
director of Manusher 
Janno Foundation, said 
such incidents violate the 
constitution and the spirit 
of the Liberation War.

“A certain quarter 
believes that torture 
of minorities will go 
unpunished. We need 
to work to ensure that 
punishment is meted out 
to such perpetrators. The 
state should compensate 
the victims to restore their 
confidence,” she added. 

Sara Hossain, honorary 
executive director of 
Bangladesh Legal Aid 
and Services Trust, said, 
“The Digital Security 
Act is often used against 
common people. But law 
enforcement agencies 
hardly take any action 
against those spreading 
hate speech online before 
such attacks.”

Nur Khan, executive 

director of Ain o Salish 
Kendra, said, “Such 
incidents would not have 
continued for 20 years 
if the state could send 
a strong message that 
none would get away with 
after committing such an 
incident.”

Jakir Hossain, executive 
head of Nagarik Uddyog, 
and Ranjan Karmakar, 
executive director of Steps 
Towards Development, also 
spoke at the event.

On March 3, two people 
were killed and at least 
30 injured, including 
seven policemen, in 
a clash between law 
enforcers and supporters 
of Islamist organisations 
demonstrating against the 
Ahmadiyya community 
demanding cancellation 
of the three-day-long Jalsa 
Salana, an annual gathering.

Some 190 people have 
been arrested in this 
connection till yesterday.

Building needs to be
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On March 8, Rajuk formed 
the probe committee to 
investigate the present 
condition of the building 
and asked it to submit 
a report within three 
working days.

“We have recommended 
keeping the road in front 
of the building at 180/1, 
Siddikbazar open for buses 
and light vehicles from 
6:00am to 10:00pm,” 
said Rangan Mandal, 
member secretary of the 

committee.
The road is currently 

closed to traffic.
He said authorities 

will now take necessary 
steps following the report, 
adding that they have 
already informed Dhaka 
South City Corporation, 
Dhaka Metropolitan 
Police, and Mass Rapid 
Transit to take action.

The committee 
recommended restricting 
heavy vehicles like trucks 
on the road, as they may 

cause further damage 
due to the vibration, he 
mentioned.

It has also suggested 
restricting some space in 
front of the building using 
concrete or metal barriers 
to avert further accidents 
when the road will be 
opened for traffic, Rangan 
said.

He added that they have 
already done reinforcement 
work, and the road can be 
opened to the public.

Nominate more
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elections,” she added.
Sharmin Akhter Moyna, 

a member of Jubo Mohila 
League, said although 
women from different 
sectors are breaking gender 
stereotypes, they have been 
still facing impediments in 
politics. 

Advocating for equal 
opportunities for men 

and women in politics, 
BNP’s Assistant Education 
Affairs Secretary 
Helen Zerin Khan said 
nominations should be 
given to women using the 
same procedures as those 
used for men. 

“To eliminate gender 
inequity in politics, a free 
and fair election is a must,” 
she added.
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