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BRTA numbers way 
lower than road-
safety platforms’
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Road Transport Authority (BRTA) has 
said that at least 303 people were killed and 416 
injured in 308 road crashes last month.

But the numbers are significantly lower than 
those reported by two road-safety platforms.

According to Bangladesh Jatri Kalyan Samity, 
at least 467 people were killed and 761 injured in 
447 crashes in February this year.

Road Safety Foundation said 487 people were 
killed and 712 injured in 439 road crashes during 
the same time.

BRTA has prepared its report with its own 
workforce, while the two non-government 
organisations prepared their reports following 
published news.

All three organisations, however, pointed out 
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Four killed, 17 hurt 
in road accidents
STAR REPORT

Four people were killed and 17 injured in road 
accidents in three districts yesterday, according to 
reports from our correspondents.

In Rajshahi, a rickshaw-van puller and his 
passenger were killed after being hit by an auto-
rickshaw in Katakhali area around 10:00am.

The deceased are rickshaw-van puller Rahat 
Ali, 45, and Rina Begum, 50, said Jahangir Alam, 
officer-in-charge of Katakhali Police Station.

They were declared dead at Rajshahi Medical 
College Hospital.

In Dinajpur, a college student was killed after a 
speeding truck hit her in Chirirbandar upazila.

Priti Rani, 22, was a 12th-grader at Dinajpur 
Government College. Dashmile Highway Police 
Outpost OC Md Saiful Islam said Priti was going to 
Bhushirbandar Bazar by a van. As she arrived near 
Atrai river bridge around 11:00am, a truck hit the 
vehicle. She died on the spot.

In Patuakhali, Rosa, a 10-year-old girl, was killed 
and 17 were injured as a passenger bus plunged 
into a ditch beside Dhaka-Patuakhali highway.

The accident took place on the northern side of 
the Patuakhali Bridge around 4:00am.

The injured -- including the girl’s parents -- were 
admitted to Patuakhali Medical College Hospital, 
said Patuakhali Police Station OC Moniruzzan.

ASHUTOSH SARKAR

After a series of legal battles 
lasting 48 years, Zil Hossain from 
Chilgachha village in Sirajganj has 
gotten justice from the High Court.

The tragedy is that he died a 
year ago at the age of 72.

The HC on Tuesday ordered 
the authorities of Bangladesh 
Agriculture University to give Tk 
2 crore to late Hossain’s family 
as compensation for destroying 
his career by not granting him a 
honours certificate.

The court also asked them to 
give 10 percent interest on Tk 2 
crore since 2008.

The HC, however, said Tk 25 
lakh, deposited by the university 
authorities to the lower court 
concerned during the case 
proceedings, will be deducted from 
the total amount.

Following the HC verdict, the 
family will get around Tk 4 crore 
as compensation, his lawyer 
Chanchal Kumar Biswas told The 
Daily Star.

The HC bench of Justice 
Bhishmadev Chakrabortty and 
Justice Md Ali Reza delivered the 
verdict after dismissing an appeal 
filed by the university authorities, 
challenging a lower-court verdict 
that in 2008 ordered the university 
to give Hossain Tk 2 crore.

Details of the HC verdict could 
not be known as its full text has not 

been released yet.
According to the case statement, 

Zil Hossain was born on January 
7, 1950. He appeared for honours 
final examination at Bangladesh 
Agriculture University in 1971-72 
academic session.

The university authorities had 
declared that Hossain failed in the 

exam held in 1973. He applied to 
the university’s academic council 
seeking review of his result, but the 
council rejected his application. He 

A year too late
After 48 years, HC orders univ to 
compensate family of deceased man 
who didn’t get his deserved certificate
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An important part of the GCA project 
is to ease the workload of females 
of the coastal belt by shifting the 
responsibility of fetching water. 

Every year on International Women’s 
Day, a field facilitator visits houses, 
learns about current practices, and 

obtains promises of cooperation from 
men. The promises are then checked 

the following year to ensure they had 
been kept.

NILIMA JAHAN

While many urban millennial 
men continue to view unpaid 
domestic work as something 
women do, a lot of men in the 
coastal areas of Khulna and 
Satkhira are taking up the job 
and sharing responsibilities 
with their wives. This small but 
significant change is having a 
positive impact on society, 
as it challenges traditional 
gender roles and promotes 
equality within households.

Take the case of Mokbul 
Hossain, a 50-year-old 
fisherman from Gabura union 
in Satkhira’s Shyamnagar 
upazila. The biggest problem 
in his village Dumuria is water 
scarcity, which requires them 
to fetch water from far away 
for drinking and cooking.

“My wife used to take care 
of the task of fetching water, 
which caused her pain and 
discomfort all over her body,” 
said Mokbul.

“Currently, I collect water for 
most of our household needs. 
However, UNDP provided us 
with a 2,000-litre water tank 
under a project this year to 
harvest rainwater for drinking 
purposes.”

Mokbul also takes care of 
the goats and hens, cleans the 
house, cuts fish and vegetables, 

bathes the children, washes 
clothes, and much more.

His wife, Asiya Khatun, 45, is 
delighted with her husband’s 
sense of responsibility towards 
the family, as he willingly 
shares the household chores 
and takes her opinion into 
account when making any 
decisions related to the family.

“If all male members of 
the family support women in 
their work, then the women 
in the family can get rest and 
participate in development 
activities,” she said.

In the beginning, Mokbul 
faced mockery and ridicule 
from others in his village as 
they would call him “hen-
pecked” for sharing the 
burden of unpaid care work 
with his wife.

Fortunately, the Gender 

Responsive Coastal 
Adaptation (GCA) project 
has been a powerful force for 
bringing such transformation 
in the attitude of men in the 
five upazilas of Khulna and 
Satkhira districts, where it is 
being implemented with the 
joint funding of the Green 
Climate Fund (GCF) and the 
government, with technical 
support of the United Nations 
Development Programme 
(UNDP).

An important part of the 
GCA project is to ease the 
workload of females of the 
coastal belt by shifting the 
responsibility of fetching 
water.

Every year on International 
Women’s Day, a field facilitator 
visits houses, learns about 

Coastal men break 
traditional gender roles

They are sharing burden of women’s unpaid care 
work in 5 upazilas of Khulna, Satkhira
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2nd Edition

On December 
28, 1986, 

Bangladesh 
Agriculture 

University 
accepted an  
application 

from Hossain 
and gave him a certificate. 

At that time, he  was 47 
years old and was way over 

the age limit of getting 
any  government jobs. 

Hossain, on October 18, 
2000, filed a  compensation 

suit with the subordinate 
court concerned, saying 

that it  took the university 
authorities 14 years and 

nine months to execute the  
HC verdict.


