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Eight more 
hospitalised 
with dengue
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least eight dengue 
patients were hospitalised 
in the last 24 hours across 
the country till yesterday 
morning.

According to the DGHS, 
the total number of dengue 
cases this year rose to 766.

Nine people have died 
from dengue this year.

People living under AL misrule
CPB gen secy tells rally marking its 75th anniv

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Communist Party of Bangladesh (CPB) 
General Secretary Ruhin Hossain 
Prince yesterday said people are now 
living under the “misrule of Awami 
League”.

“People do not have the right 
to vote here. They are fed up with 
the skyrocketing prices of daily 
commodities,” he added. 

He made these remarks at a rally 
held in front of the party’s central 

office organised to celebrate the 75th 
founding anniversary of CPB, the oldest 
political party in the country.

Claiming that AL has deviated from 
the spirit of the Liberation War, Prince 
said communal and non-political forces 
are now rearing their heads.

Saying that exploitation, corruption, 
looting, communalism, intolerance, 
and discrimination are on the rise, 
CPB President Mohammad Shah Alam 
called upon all to wage a movement to 
free the country from “AL’s misrule”.

We’re the only
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He further said in the year 
1900, the world saw, for the 
first time, 1.6 billion people 
on the planet. The number 
skyrocketed to 6 billion in 
100 years, and to 8 billion 
today. 

One billion of this 
population were turned into 
consumers by 1986; 4 billion 
people are consumers today. 
This growth was exponential, 
and by 2000, 70 percent of 
these consumers comprised 
the upper classes living in 
Japan, Australia, North 
America, and the white 
population of South Africa. 
The proportions have been 
inverted today -- 70 percent 
of the world’s consumers 
currently comprise the 
middle classes of India, 
Africa, etc.

Sustaining all these lives 
takes up energy. And the 
more money that humans 
amass, the more protein 
they consume, which means 
that more and more living 
beings are being consumed. 

Prof Chakrabarty 
illustrated the point with 
the simple example of 
chickens -- 21 billion of the 
birds are being consumed 

today; another is the 
smuggling of sand from the 
riverbeds of Bangladesh, 
which changes the course 
and pace of these rivers.

The evolution of human 
survival, therefore, charts 
the path for its mutation 
as well as that of the 
natural life with which it 
comes into contact, Prof 
Chakrabarty explained.

As the roles of language, 
art, and politics emerged 
in the discussion, the 
historian commented 
upon the impact of money 
on the environment. “Our 
cities become unlivable as 
consumers engage in the 
race to capitalise on silence 
and peace,” he said.

And yet, the crisis of 
survival removes the space 
for despair.

“When your house is 
filling up with water, when 
you are at the front lines 
of suffering, you simply 
have to act,” he said. “It is 
on their behalf that the 
government has to act in 
advance, be it through 
satellite systems or natural 
disaster management, 
particularly in the coastal 
regions,” he added.

Women face
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Advocate Kamrun Nahar, 
programme manager of 
Naripokkho, pointed out 
that women are victims 
of other kinds of abuse as 
well.

Referring to a 2015 
survey of Bangladesh 
Bureau of Statistics, she 
said 72 percent of women 
among 100 participants 
responded that they faced 
domestic violence.

No need for dialogue
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if he feels the need,” he said.
Asked whether there is 

any possibility that the next 
election will be held under 
the president, the minister 
said the Constitution 
never had to be amended 
to accept alternative 
proposals. “We will not 
compromise regarding 

the Constitution. Solution 
has to come from the 
Constitution.”

Apart from politics, 
the minister encountered 
other questions.

After taking charge of 
the road transport and 
bridges ministry around a 
decade ago, Quader set two 
priorities: reducing traffic 
congestion in the capital 
and bringing discipline 
in the transport sector to 
reduce road crashes. 

But traffic congestion 
has rather intensified, and 
people are getting killed in 
road crashes every day.

Asked whether he thinks 
of himself as a successful 
minister, Quader said, 
“Nobody is perfect. Even 
the moon has dark spots... 
We are not sitting idle. We 
are working continuously.” 

Replying to a 
question, Quader said 
they are not considering 
opening Padma Bridge 
for motorcycles at the 
moment.

The government 
banned bikes from plying 
the bridge a day after it was 
opened to the public in 
June last year.

Breaking
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City Alo, to celebrate 
International Women’s 
Day-2023.

Prothom Alo Editor 
Matiur Rahman said, “In 
our society, women suffer 
from social avoidance, 
poverty, taboos, and 
stigmas. We are motivated 
by the fact that they are 
attempting to conquer this 
fear and succeed in their 
life.”

“We must speak out 
against the mistreatment 
of women, and we will do so 
without a doubt,” he added.

Few more successful 
women in their respective 
sectors shared their 
struggles and stories.

Actress Mohsina 
Akhter, biker Sadia Yasmin 
Chowdhury, and scientist 
Lamiya Ashraf Mawla were 
among them.

Mashrur Arefin, 
managing director of City 
Bank, said, “Still, the home 
is a site of vulnerability for 
women. Almost 60 percent 
of women experience 
domestic violence. If 
women are not included in 
this journey of prosperity, 
societal freedom will not 
be attainable.”
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Although three days have passed 
since the explosion at Sheema 
Oxygen Limited in Sitakunda’s 
Keshabpur neighbourhood, no case 
was filed in this regard till yesterday.

The explosion killed seven people 
and injured over 25. 

“No case has been filed yet [till 
5:00pm yesterday]. The death toll 
reached seven and police handed 
over all the bodies to families,” OC 
Md Tofayel Ahmed of Sitakunda 
Police Station told The Daily Star.

Abdul Malek, assistant director of 
Chattogram fire service, said, “The 
plant company failed to comply 
with factory-safety regulations, 
demonstrating their incompetence.”

“The machines were not 
maintained properly,” he added. 

The absence of workers’ safety 
equipment and a lack of inspections 
of heavy machinery are to blame 
for Sunday’s explosion at Sheema 
Oxygen Plant, said probe officials 
after visiting the spot. 

While visiting the spot, this 
correspondent found that two 
nearby factories -- “Harun Steel Re-
rolling Mill” and Rubaiya Oxygen 
Plant -- were badly damaged 
following the blast, forcing them to 
halt their production. 

The probe committee headed by 
Additional Deputy Magistrate Rakib 
Hasan visited the spot for the second 
consecutive day.

Rakib said, “So far, we have 
recorded the statements of 15 to 16 
persons. Hopefully, the probe report 
will be submitted by Thursday. We 
will also conduct inspection to 
identify the risky establishments.”

Chattogram Medical College 
Hospital Director Brig Gen Shamim 
Ahsan said the injured people 
have been provided with the best 
treatment.

SITAKUNDA BLAST

Negligence evident, 
yet no legal action

Sadek Ali 
passes away
CITY DESK

Maj (retd) 
Sadek Ali 
passed away 
at United 
H o s p i t a l 
ye s terd ay . 
He was 80. 

He left 
behind his wife, daughter 
Amna Ali, granddaughters 
Suha and Zaha, and 
relatives, and well-wishers.

Sadek was the son 
of former minister and 
diplomat, president 
of Supreme Court Bar 
Association (twice), late 
Tafazzal Ali, and cultural 
and social worker Sarah Ali. 

His wife was advocate 
Salma Ali, president of 
Bangladesh National Women 
Lawyers Association. His 
namaz-e-janaza will be held 
at Gulshan’s Azad Mosque 
today after zuhr prayers. 
He will be buried at Banani 
graveyard. 

Born in 1942, Sadek was 
educated in St Gregory’s 
High School and Dhaka 
College. He obtained BA 
(Hons) & MA in English 
from Dhaka University. 

He joined the Army 
Education Corps and took 
voluntary retirement as 
a major to pursue other 
careers. He was the MD 
of Gumti Enterprises and 
chairman of Kasba T Ali 
College. He served as an 
honorary consul of Lebanon.


