| joined a nursery as an orderly but | felt as
if | could do better. If only | had finished

my education, perhaps | could have gotten
access to better opportunities,” Salma
Akhtar stated. She currently works as a
doctor’s assistant at Rainbow Heart Limited
but said that she was not allowed by her
in-laws to complete her education.

Shelly Akhter too gave up on her
education to marry off young but she
was soon abandoned by her husband.

Her parents had already passed away so
she had no one to go to. She went into
depression and constantly had suicidal
thoughts but she translated her grief into
something extraordinary by picking up a
steering wheel and learning how to drive.

“I had two younger brothers to take
care of. | was sad but | knew | had to go
forward and make something of myself. |
wanted to show those who hurt me that
they can't keep me down. | decided to run
away from home and join BRAC driving
school. | wanted to show everyone that
women can do everything men can,” Shelly
explained.

Her journey has led her to become a full-
time professional driver for the UN.

Just like Salma and Shelly, Maya did not
give up on life. She joined the American
International School Dhaka (AISD) as a
support staff and finished her undergrad.

“It was a difficult road but | knew | could
only rely on myself to make my aspirations
come true. | got married and | have two

beautiful children but I also never lost sight
of what | wanted from life,” elaborated
Maya.

A lack of educational qualification is not
the only thing that women have to worry
about. Their career choices also often get
questioned.

Take Fatama Rimi for example. She is one
of the highest-rated beauticians for Sheba
XYZ but her choice to pursue her dream
career has led her relationship with her
parents to get strained.

“I have a master’s degree so my parents
had other expectations of me. They don't
understand how happy | am with what |
do because | am so good at it. In addition,

I make way more than | did from any other
job,” she stated.

Mukhta too is an individual who has
had a similar road. A professional cleaner
by choice, her choice of career was not
accepted in her home.

“I have been with my organisation for
11 years. My family doesn't understand the
level of respect | get here. To them, this is
not a prestigious job but they don't realise
how appreciated | am and how important
my work is”, she added.

These women have done everything to
make the most out of their lives but under
the right circumstances and with the right
support, they could have made so much
more out of themselves.

“Life can get unpredictable so it's our
family’s job to help us be prepared for it

and not leave things to chance,” added
Salma who wants every girl in our society
regardless of their aspirations to pursue
their education.

The others share the same sentiments.
They want a society where girls are given
the same opportunities from the beginning
as boys do. For them to be encouraged to
get prepared for life in other ways.

“Organizations like the UN and even
Brac are doing so much to help women
but they will be able to do so much more
only if society changes its outlook towards
women”, said Shelly.

“Boys are encouraged to go as far as they
can, to fly as high as they can while they set
limitations to our dreams,” added Maya.

These incredible women we spoke to
outperformed and outdid all expectations
despite the odds being stacked against
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them. This only raises the argument of how
much more they could have achieved if
only they had the proper support.

Perhaps, Salma would have been a
doctor, Maya could have been a lawyer by
now, and Fatama would not be scrutinised
for choosing to be a beautician. Society still
has a long way to go but one thing is for
certain, women will always rise above these
barriers.
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LG Ambassador Challenge 2023 Winner Announcement

LG Bangladesh announced the winnem of their anmual LG Ambassador Challenge program on February 2Tk, 2003, The event was held ut the Culshan
uffice and atended by Managing Direcior, Mr. Peter Ko, along with Head of Corporate Branding, Mr. Mahmudul Hasan, und other senior officials. This
wear, LG Hangtadesh sclocted sm projects 1 fund under their LG Ambassador Chatlenge progmm, which has been minming since 2017, Among the
winners were M. Imam Hoszain, his two projocts "Project Life” in Kishoreganj and "Projoct Kishor™ in Koshtia rodeived The of 443, 500 respectively
for implementation; Asadurraman Bhuiyen from Babmanbaria, who neccived 700,000 Teka for his "Child Education Material® project; Mid. Jahichul
Isksm of Cox's Barar, received 452,850 Tuka for his "Irrigation Po mp" project; Resowana Nur of Gopal ganj, received 622,446 Taka for “Cheer Up Soul®
project; and Abdulish Roni of Panchegark, who received 310,000 Taka for his "Distmibution of 'Whoel Chasrs 1o the Handwcapped” project



