
NEWS

Stop cutting trees
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said that the Appellate 
Division of the Supreme 
Court has banned cutting 
immature trees in Jhimai 
Punji. At the same time, 
the court stated that only 
mature and old trees can be 
cut under the supervision 
of the Forest Department 
and Department of 
Environment, only after 
planting two trees of the 
same species against a 
felled one.

In the name of expanding 
tea gardens, the authorities 
are planning to kill mature, 
ancient and immature 
trees, violating the court’s 
order and existing laws of 

the country, they said.
The eminent citizens also 

demanded the amendment 
of the government’s 40-
year lease agreement with 
tea gardens, to free the 
land claimed by the Khasi 
people. This will ensure 
the right to land, water, 
movement and livelihood 
of 72 Khasi families and 
withdrawal of false cases 
filed against them.

Sultana Kamal, Khushi 
Kabir, Dr Iftekharuzzaman, 
ZI Khan Panna, Shamsul 
Huda, Md Nur Khan Liton, 
Zakir Hossain, SM Rezaul 
Karim, Sanjeeb Drong and 
Syeda Rizwana Hasan are 
among the signatories.

Of grief and resilience
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for his life in the intensive 
care unit at CMCH.

According to doctors, he 
experienced a head injury 
and had surgery at CMCH. 
His condition is very 
critical, they added.

Probesh, a father of two, 
is from the Sitakunda’s 
Bhatiari union.

“My husband’s health 
is not good. I have no idea 
what will happen now. 
He is our only source of 
income; my daughter is in 
sixth grade and my son is 
an HSC student,” she said.

Probesh’s brother Nayan 
Sharma claimed that 
despite working for Seema 
Oxygen Plant for 20 years, 

no one from the company 
visited his brother in CMCH.

“The factory has not 
offered us any assistance. 
We received Tk 7,500 from 
the district administration, 
but we have already spent 
more than Tk 50,000 
on medicine and other 
necessities.”

Another injured from 

the blast is Masudul Alam.
Contacted, Prof Dr 

Harun-ur-Roshid, head 
of the ICU at CMCH, said 
that Probesh’s condition is 
critical while Masudul’s is 
slightly better.

Masudul’s right leg was 
amputated, he said, adding, 
“Masudul underwent an 
operation at the hospital.”

Meanwhile, six dead 
bodies were handed 
over to their families 
yesterday afternoon, said 
Sub-inspector Alauddin 
Talukder of CMCH Police 

Camp.
Each of the families have 

been given Tk 2,50,000 in 
cash and cheque by different 
government organisations, 
said Abul Bashar 
Muhammad Fakhruzzaman, 
deputy commissioner of 
Chattogram.

Deputy Minister for 
Education Muhibul Hasan 
Chowdhury handed over 
the cheque to the families 
of the deceased.

Besides, each of the 
injured people will be given 
Tk 50,000, he said.

It should be realistic
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Nobody will be allowed to 
buy a motorcycle without 
a driving licence. Also, one 
would need a licence to get 
a motorcycle registered 
with the Bangladesh Road 
Transport Authority.

According to the draft, 
no biker will be allowed to 
carry a pillion on highways. 
Operation of bikes on 
national and regional 
highways will be suspended 
for 10 days before and after 
the day of any major festival 
like Eid.

Following media 
reports over the draft, a 
group of bikers staged 
demonstrations against 
it, and many people wrote 
critically on social media.

Against the backdrop, 
a four-member delegation 
of BMAMA, led by its 

president Matiur Rahman, 
met the road secretary.

Biplob Kumar Roy, 
general secretary of 
BMAMA, said, “We told 
him that if such a guideline, 
as reported by media, is 
formulated, it will put 
serious negative impact on 
the bike industries.” 

“The guideline should be 
realistic; it should not be 
imposed,” Biplob, also CEO 
of TVS Auto Bangladesh 
Ltd, told The Daily Star 
yesterday.

Secretary Nuri said 
the draft published in the 
media is at a preliminary 
level. “We have told 
them [BMAMA leaders] 
that we will talk with 
all stakeholders before 
finalising the draft as 
there is a necessity of a 
guideline.”

A heartbreaking
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But this time, leaders 
and activists of several 
Islamist organisations, 
including Islamic Andolon 
Bangladesh, had been 
staging demonstrations 
since Thursday, demanding 
cancellation of the event.

After Juma prayers, 

they gathered at the town’s 
Chowrangi intersection, 
brought out a procession 
and started marching 
towards the venue.

The clash ensued as police 
obstructed the procession.

The unruly people also 
looted and torched the 
houses of Ahmadiyyas.
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