
CITY  
Star Olympiad 
held in 
Rangpur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Dinajpur

The selection round of 
The Daily Star Olympiad 
session-3 was held in 
Rangpur yesterday.

The three-hour event 
started around 2:00pm 
at Rangpur Zilla School 
ground. 

Around 460 students 
of various educational 
institutes took part in the 
selection round. Of them, 
50 were selected for the 
next round in Dhaka. 

Md Abdul Mannan, 
additional deputy 
commissioner (Education 
and IT) of Rangpur Deputy 
Commissioner Office, 
distributed crests and 
certificates among the 
participants.
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3 held over 
stabbing of 
RU student
UNB, RU

Police yesterday 
arrested three persons 
in connection with the 
stabbing of a student of 
Rajshahi University on 
the campus.

Police arrested them 
after conducting drives 
in different areas of 
the city till noon, said 
Officer-in-Charge (OC) 
of Chandrima Police 
Station SM Masud 
Parvez.

On Friday night, 
Abdullah Al Zaheed, 
a Bangla Department 
student of the university, 
was seriously injured 
after being stabbed by 
some miscreants on 
the Fine Arts faculty 
premises around 
8:00pm.

Currently, he is 
undergoing treatment 
at the emergency unit 
of Rajshahi Medical 
College Hospital.

Symposium 
for children 
with special 
needs held
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

It’s the right of every 
child to receive quality 
education to develop 
their skills and realise 
their full potential, 
regardless of all their 
challenges. More learning 
opportunities need to be 
created for children with 
special needs.

Speakers made 
these comments at a 
symposium yesterday 
focusing on how schools 
can include more 
diverse learners in the 
classrooms.

International School 
Dhaka in collaboration 
with Bangladesh 
Finance, organised the 
event. 25 workshops 
were conducted 
during the event, and 
representatives from 
several NGOs led these 
sessions along with ISD 
faculties. 

A building bearing witness 
to resistance, heroism

Historic battleground lies abandoned in Pabna

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU

The old telephone exchange building in 
Pabna is currently in a state of despair, with 
weeds and parasites taking over the entire 
establishment, and plasters falling off its 
ceiling. All the doors and windows of the 
building have either been damaged or gone 
missing. At first sight, no one  will be able to 
identify that this building has a historic value, 
as no plaques or signboards are found in front 
of the establishment.

The old lamppost in front of the building 
is riddled with bullet holes, evidence of the 
March 1971 battle between the Pakistani 
Army and the people of Pabna.

But the new generation is completely 
oblivious of the fact, as the authorities 
concerned took little to no initiatives to 
preserve this site.

According to historians and freedom 
fighters, Pakistan army launched a crackdown 
in Pabna on March 25 night, just like elsewhere 
in the country. They murdered, tortured and 
kidnapped many patriotic people during this 
time, setting up torture cells in different parts  
of the town.

They selected the then telephone exchange 
building as their headquarter in Pabna. But 
the freedom loving locals  refused to give 
up easily, and started fighting back with 
whatever they had. 

The resistance peaked on March 29, when 
hundreds of people surrounded the building 
and began throwing brick pellets inside, with 
the assistance of some police officers. They 
also had a few firearms, which they used to 

shoot at will around the camp.
“The police officials helping us supplied 

a few firearms from the police line. While 
some started firing, many threw brick pellets 
and handmade explosives targeting the 
camp,” said Baby Islam, a commander of the 
Liberation War.

After a day-long battle, the Pakistan army 
retreated. The remaining troops withdrew 
from Pabna, freeing the city from the 
occupation army until April 10, according to 
Baby Islam.

However, after independence, when the 
telephone office was relocated to a new 
building, this historic establishment was 
completely abandoned. 

Prof Shibojit Nag, an eminent  scholar 
of Pabna, and Abdul Matin Khan, a social 
and cultural organiser, also demanded 
preservation of the site. 

Contacted, Md Abdul Malek, deputy general 
manager of Pabna Telephone Exchange, said 
they have no plans about the old building at 
this moment. 

“A plaque was placed in front of that 
building, but drug peddlers have damaged it,” 
he added.

INDOMITABLE

MARCH

Tk 44.5 lakh 
washing away
Irregularities in Teesta 
dyke protection work
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Protection work of 2,450-metre section of the 
Teesta river embankment in Mahishkhocha union 
under Aditmari upazila is going on in full swing. 

Lalmonirhat Water Development Board (WDB) 
is implementing the project, divided in eight 
separate packages, spending Tk 44.5 lakh.

Erosion-hit people living in different Teesta 
shoal villages, however, alleged that the 
construction firm is making the cement concrete 
(CC) blocks using low-quality cement, stones and 
sand, extracted from the Teesta river.

If such substandard CC blocks are used in the 
Teesta dam protection work, they fear that those 
blocks will not be able to handle the huge pressure 
of the river water. 

Though WDB engineers are monitoring the CC 
block making work, they are not taking any action 
in this regard due to unknown reason, locals said.

Lalmonirhat WDB sources said four different 

construction firms -- Techbay International, 
Messrs Mostafa and Sons, Messrs Rupantor and 
MC-BC JV -- were given work orders of the eight 
packages.

Of the packages, Rupantor got three, Techbay 
two, Mostafa and Sons two and MC-BC JV got one. 

However, APS Mizanur took subcontract of 
five out of the eight packages, including two from 
Techbay, two from Mostafa and Sons, and another 
one from Rupantor. 

WDB officials said the embankment protection 

Cement concrete (CC) blocks, meant to protect 
the Teesta river embankment in Lalmonirhat’s 
Aditmari upazila, were made allegedly using low-
quality sand, extracted from the Teesta river. 
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WRONGDOINGS

Quader warns 
BCL activists of 
consequences
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 
Ctg

Awami League General 
Secretary Obaidul Quader 
yesterday said Chhatra 
League activists involved in 
misdeeds will not be spared 
and stern action will be 
taken against them.

He said this while 
addressing a mourning 
meeting of late AL leader 
and lawmaker Moslem 
Uddin Ahmed at a 
convention centre in the 
port city.

“Those who are carrying 
out misdeeds using the 
identity of Chhatra League, 
they are miscreants … They 
have no rights to be in any 
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