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conditions adversely affect 
the health of low-paid 
migrant workers in the Gulf.

“ V a g u e l y - w o r d e d 
exceptions” in labour laws 
allow employers in most 
Gulf countries to make 
migrant workers work 12 
hours per day, as per one 
VSP report.

Prof CR Abrar, executive 
director of Refugee and 
Migratory Movements 
Research Unit, a partner 
organisation of VSP, 
said in a broad sense, the 
healthcare situation in the 
Gulf is very much against 
low-paid migrant workers.

Heat is a major problem 
for those working outdoors. 
Although big companies to 
some extent adhere to the 
summer hours working 
ban, an overwhelming 
bulk of employers are 
small ones, which do not 
abide by such heat-related 
scheduled hours, he said.

Abrar said low-paid 
migrant workers in the Gulf 
live in unhygienic, over-
crowded accommodations, 
which can lead to different 
forms of ailments.

In many cases, low-paid 
migrant workers choose 
self-medication for non-
emergency cases. They bring 

their medicines from home, 
as they find it hard to access 
formal healthcare services 
for such cases, he added.

He also said migrant 
workers in the Gulf are 
covered by so-called health 
insurance, which is “cheap 
and not good”.

Okup chairperson 
Shakirul said at the start 
of their job, Bangladeshi 
workers undergo mandatory 
health screening in host 
countries. However, their 
health issues, later on, are 
largely ignored. 

He said the government 
needs to negotiate with 
host countries to bring 
the Bangladeshi migrant 
workforce under “standard” 
health insurance coverage.

Contacted, WEWB 
Director General Hamidur 
Rahman said they are 
working to create a proper 
database on migrants 
returning home with 
health problems. 

In principle, the board 
cannot provide healthcare 
support to migrants who 
are not registered with it, 
he told this newspaper.

The DG said they 
allocate budget to different 
labour wings at Bangladesh 
missions abroad for the 
welfare of migrant workers. 

How a student is reuniting
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He then contacted the local 
police station through 
the national emergency 
helpline number 999 and 
queried whether anyone 
named Abdul Haque was 
missing from the area.

Eventually, Pulok was 
able to trace the man’s 
family and get contacts of 
his son, Billal.

When Billal was 
contacted, he confirmed 
that Abdul Haque was 
indeed his father. He 
started developing a mental 
illness when he turned 58. 
Billal informed that his 
father had been missing for 
five years, when he went to 
a mosque and didn’t return 
home.

Pulok said when Billal 
came to Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital to meet his 
father, the man identified 
his son immediately, 
greeted him with a smile 
and hugged him tightly.

“I will never forget 
this moment. I started 
helping people whenever 
I found them in helpless 
conditions,” Pulok said 
while talking to this 
newspaper.

In the last three years, 
except the Covid-19 period, 
Pulok helped around 
60 people; 17 of them 
were reunited with their 

families, and eight were 
sent to old-age homes as 
no family members were 
found for them to take care 
of.

“I have spent around Tk 
7 lakh to treat these people, 
which I collected from my 
pocket money, my friends, 
and by tutoring students,” 
he claimed.

But in some cases, Pulok 
struggled identifying the 
rescued people as some 
had speech impairments, 
while some totally lost their 
memory after getting hit 
on their head.

Then he sought help 
from one of his cousins, 
Jewel Rana, who is 
currently working as 
an additional deputy 
commissioner at the 
Detective Branch of Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police (DMP).

Jewel helps Pulok to 
get access to fingerprint 
identification through 
Shahbagh Police Station 
to recognise the rescued 
people.

In this way, Pulok on 
January 23 this year, 
managed to get the identity 
and address of a 53-year-
old man -- Azhar Uddin, 
who went missing from his 
home in Mymensingh eight 
years back. He found Azhar 
in front of Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital.

Using the address 
found in the national 
database service through 
fingerprint, Pulok located 
Azhar’s family taking the 
help of local police, and 
finally handed him over to 
his son Md Sakib.

Abdus Salam, a ward 
attendee ward-216 (surgery 
unit) at DMCH, said, “I 
have never seen such a 
cordial approach from 
an individual towards 
unattended people. Pulok 
treats them as if they are 
his close relatives.”

“I first met Pulok a 
year before the pandemic 
started. During the period, 
he has brought several 
dozens of patients to the 
hospital and reunited some 
of them with their family 
members,” he told The 
Daily Star on Friday.

Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Jewel said, 
“We try to help Pulok as 
much as possible. Now, 
we are trying to give this 
initiative an institutional 
form so that unattended 
people can be helped.” 

DU student ‘tries taking own life’
FROM PAGE 3

Ehsan was found near 
Shahidullah Hall pond 
on the campus around 
1:30am and was rushed to 
the emergency department 
of Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital.

Seeking anonymity, a 
fellow classmate of Dhrubo, 
said a female classmate 
had rejected Dhrubo’s 
romantic advances. 

“A few days ago, 
third-year students of 
the department went 
on an excursion, which 
was supervised by Prof 
Tanzimuddin. Dhrubo, 
who did not participate 
in the excursion, started 

spreading rumours to 
assassinate the character 
of the female student who 
rejected his advances. 
He even talked about the 
rumours about her with 
Tanzim sir.”

“Later, sir asked him 
about the source of his 
information in front of the 
class, but Dhrubo didn’t 
have any answer,” he added.

Other students that this 
correspondent talked to 
echoed the same. 

A student named 
Farhana Shahnawaz wrote, 
“We can confirm what 
transpired was nothing 
beyond a guardian-like 
behaviour from Tanzim 

sir’s part. He did not 
mention Dhrubo’s BCL 
affiliation at all.”

Talking to The Daily 
Star, Prof Tanzimuddin 
said, “I am shocked with 
the dirty game that has 
begun centring the 
Facebook status and the 
suicide attempt.”

“Earlier, Dhrubo even 
came to my office once and 
said some vile words about 
his classmate. I stopped 
him and said that’s a 
personal matter. Later in 
class, I wanted to know 
from him the source of 
his information and asked 
how he could spread such 
disinformation,” he added. 

Families caught in bureaucratic
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However, the DC office 
made no dealings with 
the family. The DC 
office holds monthly 
meetings regarding the 
compensation for all 
government officials, 
including those in the 
police force. As a result, 
the files remain stuck in a 
serial.

Besides, often the 
common funds fall short 
while compensating eight 
to 10 officials from all 
sectors simultaneously, 
resulting in the delay, 
according to sources.

Police Headquarters 
(PHQ) database shows 
that at least 620 officials 
of Bangladesh Police were 
killed while in service in 
the last three years since 
January 2020.

As per the financial 
grant payment policy, 
family members of 568 
deceased officials of the 
force, who perished while 
discharging duty, have 
sent applications to the 
divisional commissioner 
or district DC for 
compensation in the last 
three years since October 
2020 to date.

However, the 
applications of only 
389 families have been 
approved so far. The rest of 
the 179 families still await 
their turn, according to the 
PHQ data.

Police high officials said 
before September 2020, 
approval and disbursement 
of the compensation were 
under the jurisdiction of 
PHQ.

From January 2018 to 
September 2018, families 
of around 549 officials of 
the force who died while 
on duty applied to PHQ 
for compensation, and all 
of them got the benefits in 
due time, as shown in the 
database.

PHQ mentioned that 
they used to discuss the 
submitted application 
by holding a special 
meeting each month, 
which facilitated the 
disbursement of the 
compensation on time.

The delays started 
occurring after the process 
went under the jurisdiction 
of the divisional 
commissioner and district 
deputy commissioner, they 
claimed.

Meanwhile, the PHQ 

welfare wing sent an 
application to the home 
ministry on December 24 
last year, requesting to get 
back the authority to pay 
the grant.

Md Nazmul Islam, 
assistant inspector general 
of PHQ, told The Daily 
Star that working for the 
police force is a risky job, 
and many officials get 
killed every year while 
discharging duty.

“Earlier, the ‘economic 
code’ to pay compensation 
to the deceased family was 
under the authority of PHQ, 
and we used to disburse 
the compensations in the 
fastest time,” he said.

“If we get back the 
authority again, then the 
families of the deceased will 
receive the compensation 
quickly,” added Nazmul.

Abul Fazal Mir, joint 
secretary (police-1 branch) 
of the home ministry’s 
public security division, 
said they have received the 
application from the PHQ.

“The Ministry of 
Public Administration 
is responsible for the 
‘economic code’. We are 
working on it and it is 
under process,” he added.

Science
FROM PAGE 5

can avert emergence of 
an epidemic of cholera in 
Bangladesh.

She said due to 
putting focus on Covid-19 
vaccination, all other 
vaccination programmes 
have been halted in current 
times, which may have an 
adverse impact.

Dr AKM Mollah, chair 
of the conference, said, 
“I am confident that the 
scientific research carried 
out by the participants 
from various academic and 
research institutions, which 
were shared during this 
conference, will enable us to 
find collective solutions to 
the global problems faced in 
the scientific community,” 
he said.

Dr Vidhya Jagannathan, 
senior scientist, University 
of Bonn, Germany, and Dr 
Ananthi Sivagnanam, CEO 
and founder of Clinbiocare 
Technology, India, also 
addressed, among others, 
the first day of the two-day 
conference.

Road crashes claim six lives
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Netrakona’s Madan 
upazila, said police.

Quoting locals, Md 
Kamal Hossain, officer-in-
charge of Bhaluka Police 
Station, said Sattar and 
Sajjad were going to Dhaka 
from Mymensingh with 
vegetables in a pick-up 
van.

The accident took place 
on Dhaka-Mymensingh 
highway when their vehicle 
hit a stationary truck from 
behind around 5:00am, 
killing the two on the spot, 
the OC said.

On information, police 
recovered the body. They 
also seized the vehicles but 

the drivers managed to flee.
A case has been lodged 

with the police station.
In Faridpur town, two 

youths were killed after a 
truck hit their motorbike 
on Angina Bridge in 
Goalchamot area around 
4:50pm. One  of the victims 
was identified as Md. 
Inzamul, 20, of Faridpur 
Sadar upazila. 

Quoting locals OC MA  
Jalil of Faridpur Sadar 
Police Station said after 
the collision, the two 
motorbike passengers fell 
on the road. Then the truck 
ran them  over, killing them 
on the spot. Later, police 
and fire service recovered  

the bodies.
After the incident, police 

seized the truck but the 
driver managed to flee, 
added the OC.

In another incident 
in Faridpur, an elderly 
woman was killed after 
a truck run her over at 
Komorpur area of Sadar 
upazila yesterday.

The deceased is Saleha 
Begum, 65, a resident of 
Purba Khabashpur area of 
Faridpur town.

Confirming  the matter, 
OC Jalil said the accident 
took place around 5:45pm 
on Dhaka-Khulna  highway 
when the woman was 
crossing the road. 

No justice
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Taqi was growing up as a 
creative person, which was 
evident through his poems, 
essays and paintings.

Taqi’s killers have 
not been brought to 
book, and now, they 
have continuously been 
threatening people who 
demand justice, he said, 
stressing on continuing 
such protests and 
demanding justice.

Taqi’s father Rafiur 
Rabbi, also convener of 
the platform, said police 
unearthed the mystery 
within two-and-a-half 
months of the killing. 
However, a chargesheet 
in the case has not been 
produced.

Rights activist Khushi 
Kabir urged the PM to 
ensure justice for Taqi’s 
murder.

More midwives needed to aid safe birth
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and their numbers are 
unproportionate, as data 
from Bangladesh Nursing 
and Midwifery Council 
(BNMC) showed that 
currently, there are about 
7,122 registered midwives 
(Diploma in Midwifery 
2012-2013), to look after an 
estimated 35 lakh pregnant 
women a year.

BNMC Registrar Rashida 
Akhter said, “We still have a 
scarcity of midwives. The 
number must increase, 
ensuring no union is left 
out. Furthermore, there 
must be community-based 
employment to reach 
mothers’ doorsteps.”

In January 2013, the 
Bangladesh government 
launched a separate cadre 
of professional midwives, 
a three-year Diploma in 
Midwifery.

James P Grant School 

of Public health, Brac 
University, and UNFPA 
run a 3-year midwifery 
curriculum approved by 
BNMC.

Dr Sharmina Rahman, 
assistant director of Brac’s 
Midwifery Education 
Programme, said, “To 
mitigate maternal mortality 
rate, midwives are essential 
and thus the profession is 
established globally. Earlier 
in Bangladesh, 3,000 
midwifery posts were there, 
and 5,000 new posts will 
be created soon.”

“Midwives assist mothers 
during the pre-labour and 
post-labour periods to 
ensure their sound health 
and that of their children. 
Hence, midwifery training 
should be developed in 
the private sector too,” she 
added.

Another family welfare 
visitor (FWV), Fatema, 

34, is pursuing midwifery 
training at Azimpur 
Maternity Hospital, Dhaka.

She has operated on 
several regular deliveries, 
even with the C-section 
history in the case of 
previous deliveries of the 
same mother.

After eighteen months of 
FWV training, followed by 6 
months of basic midwifery 
training afterwards, these 
experts look after maternal 
and neonatal health all 
over Bangladesh.

Dr Md Mahmudur 
Rahman, director (MCH-
services) and line director 
(MC-RAH) of DGFP, said, 
“Trained midwives look 
after mothers during their 
antenatal care to make 
the delivery time proper. 
Mothers die mostly from 
postpartum bleeding. 
These midwives understand 
this emergency. They 

also have the professional 
support and equipment 
with them.”

Previously, Traditional 
Birth Attendants (TBA) 
performed normal 
deliveries at home, 
getting training under the 
Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare (MoHFW). 
They assisted community 
women, especially in 
remote areas.

Sadly, TBA training 
has ceased in digital 
Bangladesh.

On the cancellation of 
TBA training, Dr Rahman 
said, “Major neonatal 
complications like Autism, 
Cerebral Palsy, and Down 
Syndrome are avertible 
within one minute of 
childbirth. Midwives 
identify those, whereas 
TBAs are not adequately 
prepared.”

“Home deliveries must 

stop. Only 100 percent 
delivery in hospitals under 
expert midwives can ensure 
zero maternal deaths. Every 
union must need at least 3 
midwives,” he added.

However, Shireen Huq, 
a member at Naripokkho, 
said, “When there were no 
hospitals, TBAs worked as 
social workers, arranging 
safe childbirth. Their 
contribution should be 
recognised.”

“Trained midwife tag 
brings class discrimination 
with financial issues. So, 
poor and underprivileged 
pregnant women face 
communication barriers,” 
she added.

Bangladesh targets to 
make below 70 maternity 
deaths by the year 2030 
to achieve the SDG target. 
Empowerment of more 
midwives can bring a huge 
development.

Speed limit 20km
FROM PAGE 5

its injury from being hit by 
the train. If the speed limit 
was lower, the deer would 
have lived.” 

However, Firoz Gulzar, 
senior deputy assistant 
engineer, Bangladesh 
Railways in Sreemangal 
told this correspondent, 
“We have not received any 
letter from the Ministry of 
Railways yet. No such letter 
came from our local office 
either.”

“After receiving the 
approval, trials will be run 
with the new engines and 
reduced speed limit under 
the direction of the higher 
authorities. Only then, a 
decision can be made,” he 
added. 

At least 35 wild 
animals were killed in 
train accidents and many 
were injured in the last 
five years in Lawachara 
National Park, according 
to a document of the 

Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change. 
The national park is home 
to 167 species of trees, 
59 reptile species, 246 
bird species, 20 mammal 
species, and 22 amphibian 
species.

Meanwhile, a group 
of rights activists 
formed a human chain 
in Kamalganj, yesterday 
urging the government to 
take immediate steps to 
reduce train speed to 20km 
per hour inside the forest.
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