
“At least this time he 
[Sergei Lavrov] stayed 
and he listened…I think 
it’s better than nothing.” 

EU foreign policy chief
Josep Borrell on diplomacy 
with Moscow at 
G20 meeting
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Twelve-year-old 
Sabbir, breaks 
down in tears 
after learning that 
his father Akbar 
Hossain, 40, a 
three-wheeler 
driver, had been 
killed in a crash 
in the capital’s 
Rayerbagh early 
yesterday. Akbar 
and another man 
were killed and two 
policemen injured 
when a pickup ran 
them over.  Story on  
page 2
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Migrant workers 
returning with ailments

Myanmar junta at war 
with its own people: UNP3 P6

What makes 
a good 
teacher 

in the 21st 
century? 

What does it take to 
be a good teacher? 

How do teachers 
equip the future 

generations who will 
carry Bangladesh 

forward in the path 
of progress? Four 

renowned educators 
get together to 

find the answers 
to these questions 

in the first part 
of an op-ed series 

that The Daily Star 
will run over the 

next two months, 
highlighting the 
basic and most 

important issues 
in the higher 

education system of 
Bangladesh. 

TURN TO PAGE 9 TO 
READ THE FIRST OF 
THE OP-ED SERIES

‘I don’t want 
to go back 
to that hall’
Says Phulpori
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Pabna

Islamic University 
student Phulpori 
Khatun does not want 
to return to Deshratna 
Sheikh Hasina Hall 
where she was brutally 
tortured by BCL activists.

She neither wants 
to recount nor recall 
the horrific incident 
that took place at the 
very early stages of her 
academic life. 

Phulpori is 
expected to go back 
to IU in Kushtia today 
for submitting an 
application for seat 
allotment at the 
Bangamata Sheikh 
Fazilatunnesa Mujib 
Hall, another dormitory, 
for her safety and a 
peaceful environment 
for education. 

Talking with The 
Daily Star last afternoon, 
Phulpori said she will 
never forget what 
happened with her. 

“If I return to that 
hall [Deshratno Sheikh 
Hasina Hall], the 
memory of the incident 
willhaunt me when I will 
seethat room, dining 
space, and other places. 
So I don’t want to go 
back to that hall where 
I was brutally tortured,” 
Phulpori said. 

I will submit an 
application to get a 
seat at the Bangamata 
Sheikh Fazilatunnesa 
Mujib Hall. 

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5 

4 NARSINGDI AL MEN

‘Picked up’ 6
years back, 
no trace yet

SHARIFUL ISLAM and JAHIDUL ISLAM

It has been almost six years since four Awami League men 
disappeared after police allegedly picked them up from a 
village in Raipura, Narsingdi. 

Over the years, desperate family members’ wait for 
their return had turned into dismay. Now they just want 
to know whether the men are alive.

A team from Raipura Police Station picked them 
up around 2:30pm on May 26, 2017, and took them 
to Bashgari Police Outpost in the upazila, at least 13 
witnesses told this newspaper.

A demonstration for their release turned into a deadly 
clash between locals and police, leaving at least one dead 

and many injured from both sides.
Two of the witnesses saw a police team led by Azharul 

Islam Sarkar, then officer-in-charge of Raipura Police 
Station, take the detainees to Syedabad ferry ghat on the 
Pagla in a police pick-up that evening.

That was the last time anyone in the area saw any of 
the four.

Azharul, now OC of Ghatail Police Station in Tangail, 
denied taking the four individuals in the vehicle.

According to the complaint filed after the clash, locals 
snatched away Rup Mia, then vice-president of Bashgari 
Union AL, after police arrested him on criminal charges.

Police say they never detained the three other missing 
men: Habibur Rahman, union AL sports secretary; Zakir 
Hossain, a ward-level AL president; and Azizul Islam, a 
union Jubo League organising secretary.

Rup Mia is accused in 19, Azizul in 11, Habibur in eight 
and Zakir in two cases filed mostly by their rival groups.

Meanwhile, desperate family members of the missing 
men visited the police headquarters, home ministry, and 
even appealed to the prime minister, but to no avail.

“I waited for my son’s return every moment in the last 
five years. Now I just want to know whether he is alive,” 
Azizur’s 80-year-old mother Nur Jahan Begum told The 
Daily Star.

Desperate family members of the 
missing men visited the police 
headquarters, home ministry, 

and even appealed to the prime 
minister, but to no avail.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1 

SECOND EDITION

High-yielding rice 
offers new hope

BRRI develops new variant beneficial for diabetic patients
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

After years of testing, the high-yielding 
rice variant “BRRI dhan 105” was given 
approval for commercial production 
in Boro season by the National 
Seed Board on Thursday.

The new variant, developed 
by Bangladesh Rice Research 
Institute (BRRI), has a low 
glycemic index (GI) score, 
meaning it causes a slower rise in 
blood sugar levels which is good for 
diabetic patients.

“Doctors prescribe bread instead of rice 
to diabetic patients to keep blood sugar level in 

control. Unlike other high GI rice, this rice [BRRI 
dhan 105] slows down digestion which means a 

slower glucose release,” said Md Alamgir 
Hossain, chief scientific officer and 

head of the Genetic Resources and 
Seed Division at BRRI.

The GI ranks food on a scale 
from 0 to 100. The scores indicate 
the effect of the food on blood 
sugar levels.

The GI separates food 
containing carbohydrates into 

three general categories -- high (70 
and above), medium (56-69), and low 

(55 and lower).
SEE PAGE 2 COL 5 

2 killed, 30 hurt  
as Islamists  

clash with cops
30 houses torched as violence flares up 

in Panchagarh over Ahmadiyya event

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Two persons were killed and at least 30 others, including seven 
policemen, were injured yesterday in a clash between law enforcers and 
supporters of some Islamist organisations who were demonstrating 
against a programme of the Ahmadiyya community in Panchagarh.

The agitators set fire to 30 houses and four shops belonging to 
Ahmadiyyas, and attacked a local police station, vehicles of law enforcers 
and a traffic police office.

According to locals and police, Ahmadiyyas organised a three-day 
Jalsa Salana, their annual gathering, at Ahmednagar in Panchagarh 

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1 


