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INDIA’S ELECTION COMMISSION

SC overhauls 
commissioner 
appointment
REUTERS, New Delhi

India’s top court yesterday ordered the setting up of a 
bipartisan panel that will include the prime minister 
and the chief justice to select the country’s election 
commissioners, ending a practice of the government 
effectively choosing them. 

The Election Commission of India is an autonomous 
constitutional authority but opposition parties have 
regularly accused it of caving into the demands of the 
ruling party, a charge it has denied. 

The new panel will also include the leader of the 
opposition in the lower house of parliament or the 
opposition party with the highest number of members 
in the house. “This norm will continue to hold good till 
a law is made by parliament,” said Justice K.M. Joseph, 
delivering the order of a constitution bench that heard 
several petitions calling for an independent committee to 
appoint election commissioners. 
Prashant Bhushan, a lawyer representing the petitioners, 
termed the judgment “historic”.

(From left to right) Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu, British Foreign Secretary James Cleverly 
and US Secretary of State Antony Blinken stand for a moment of silence for those who lost their lives in the 
earthquakes in Turkey and Syria during the G20 foreign ministers’ meeting in New Delhi, India yesterday.
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ASSEMBLY POLLS RESULTS

BJP retains Tripura, Nagaland
Meghalaya appears set for hung parliament

AGENCIES

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
and its allies -- IPFT and NDPP 
-- retain power in Tripura and 
Nagaland, as per the latest trends 
post the initial rounds of counting 
in these two northeast states in 
India.

Meanwhile, Meghalaya appears 
to be headed towards a hung 
assembly with the Conrad Sangma-
led NPP emerging as the single-
largest party.

The elections for Tripura 
assembly were held on February 

16, where 89.95 percent of the 
28.14 lakh voters exercised 
their franchise. The elections 
for Meghalaya and Nagaland 
assemblies were conducted on 
February 27.

BJP and IPFT allies won 31 
seats in the 60-member Tripura 
assembly, securing its return to 
power in the northeastern state for 
the second time in a row, reports 
TNN.

According to the Election 
Commission website, the BJP 
bagged 30 seats while the 
Indigenous People’s Front of 

Tripura (IPFT) got one. 
The saffron party is leading in 

two more seats, according to the 
latest release of the results.

“The BJP’s victory was expected… 
We were eagerly waiting for it. Our 
responsibility has been increased 
with the decisive mandate,” 
outgoing Chief Minister Manik 
Saha.

The party’s poll machine remains 
in fine fettle. A comfortable win in 
Tripura proves that its performance 
in 2018 was no fluke and it is now 
the party to beat in the state. 

GREEK TRAIN CRASH

Outrage grows as
govt admits ‘failures’
AFP, Larissa

The Greek government yesterday acknowledged failures 
in state management of its rail system, following a train 
collision that killed 48 and has triggered angry protests.

As crews continued to work in the charred wreckage 
at the crash site, the local station master admitted 
negligence in Greece’s worst-ever rail disaster and the 
government has apologised.

An investigation would examine the “chronic delays 
in implementing railway works, delays caused by chronic 
public sector malaise and decades of failure,” said a 
government spokesman. The crash happened late Tuesday 
when a freight and passenger train were allowed to speed 
towards each other for several kilometres before colliding 
near a tunnel outside Larissa in central Greece.

“Without clean energy, the growth in CO2 emissions would have 
been nearly three times as high.” 
International Energy Agency (IEA) Executive Director Fatih Birol
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US, allies spar 
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reach a joint final 
declaration after objections 
from Moscow and Beijing.

Discussions over the 
joint statement faltered 
on several issues including 
Russia’s insistence on 
an investigation into the 
sabotage of the Nord Stream 
pipeline last year, Lavrov told 
reporters after the meeting 
through an interpreter.

Russia and Western 
countries have traded 
accusations of responsibility 
for the September explosions.

The United States and its 
European allies urged the 
Group of 20 (G20) nations to 
keep up pressure on Moscow 
to end the conflict, now in its 
second year.

Russia hit back, accusing 
the West of turning work 
on the G20 agenda into a 
“farce” and said Western 
delegations wanted to shift 
responsibility for their 
economic failures onto 
Moscow.

“We must continue to 
call on Russia to end its war 
of aggression and withdraw 
from Ukraine for the sake 
of international peace and 
economic stability,” Blinken 
said in remarks released 
after his address at the 
closed-door meeting.

“Unfortunately, this 
meeting has again been 
marred by Russia’s 
unprovoked and unjustified 
war against Ukraine,” 
Blinken said.

He was backed by 
his counterparts from 
Germany, France and the 
Netherlands.

“Unfortunately, one G20 
member prevents all the 
other 19 from focusing all 
their efforts on these issues 
the G20 was created for,” 
German Foreign Minister 
Annalena Baerbock told the 
meeting, according to the 

German delegation.
Dutch Foreign Minister 

Wopke Hoekstra told CNBC 
that Russia was solely 
responsible for the war 
and must continue to be 
sanctioned.

Russia’s Lavrov, however, 
blamed the West for 
the global political and 
economic crises.

Lavrov told the assembled 
foreign ministers that 
Western representatives 
had derailed the meeting 
in an effort to scapegoat 
Russia for their own failings, 
disrespecting efforts by 
the Indian hosts to reach 
agreement on other issues.

“I want to apologise to the 
Indian presidency and to our 
colleagues from countries 
of the global South for the 
obscene behaviour of some 
Western delegations, which 
have turned the G20’s 
agenda into a farce,” Lavrov 
said, according to Russian 
news agency TASS.

Lavrov also accused 
the West of “shamelessly 
burying” the Black Sea grain 
initiative that facilitates 
the export of Ukraine’s 
agricultural products from 
its southern ports.

India has declined to 
blame Russia for the war 
and has sought a diplomatic 
solution while boosting its 
purchases of Russian oil.

Earlier, the foreign 
ministers of India and 
China discussed bilateral 
“challenges” on the sidelines 
of a G20 meeting in New 
Delhi, India said.

“Our discussions were 
focused on addressing 
current challenges to 
the bilateral relationship, 
especially peace and 
tranquillity in the border 
areas,”  Indian Foreign 
Minister S Jaishankar said 
on Twitter after meeting his 
Chinese counterpart.


