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No bar to 
execute 
Mohiuddin, 
Zahangir: SC
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Appellate Division 
of the Supreme Court 
yesterday dismissed the 
review petitions of Mia 
Mohammad Mohiuddin 
and Md Zahangir Alam 
challenging their death 
sentences in a case 
filed over Prof S Taher 
Ahmed’s murder in 
2006.

Now, the only option 
left for Mohiuddin, a 
Rajshahi University 
teacher at the time, 
and Zahangir, the 
then caretaker of Prof 
Taher’s residence, is 
seeking mercy from the 
president.

The jail authorities 
will execute their death 
sentence if the president 
rejects their mercy 
petitions, Additional 
Attorney General Sk Md 
Morshed told reporters 
after the apex court 
delivered the order.

An eight-member 
bench of the Appellate 
Division headed by 
Chief Justice Hasan Foez 
Siddique delivered the 
order.

Taher Ahmed, a 
59-year-old professor, 
was killed on February 
1, 2006 and police 
recovered his body 
from a septic tank on 
the university campus 
on February 3 the same 
year.

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Sixty-seven-year-old Idris Ali is a 
farmer living at a remote char in 
Rolakata area on the Brahmaputra 
bed. He has to travel to Jatrapur 
market of Kurigram Sadar upazila 
every day because of his work and to 
buy essentials for his family.

Boat is the only means of 
transportation available, and he 
has to wait for at least an hour at 
Jatrapur terminal for a vessel.

Interestingly, he doesn’t 
mind the wait anymore. Now, he 
spends this time reading books. 
From January, he is getting the 
opportunity to read books right at 
the terminal, thanks to the “little 
free library”, set up by the Kurigram 
district police.

Idris said he studied up to eighth 
grade. “I read books every day at 
the terminal. However, agricultural 
books have not yet been added to this 

library,” he said.
Rabiul Islam, a small trader at the 

terminal, said, “The library has been 
set up in front of my shop. There 
are books on literature, education, 
Liberation War and biographies. 
Every day, 20 to 25 people visit the 
place.”

Kurigram district police sources 
said 20 such libraries have been set 
up at various boat terminals in char 
areas in the district’s Brahmaputra 
shoal. 

A little free library is a free book-

sharing box where anyone may take a 
book or share a book. 

Each library has 20 genres of 
books. Local traders are maintaining 
these libraries. 

Superintendent of Police Al 
Asad Md Mahfuzul Islam took this 
initiative.

Farmer Atiar Rahman, 60, who 
used Chilmari Ramna boat terminal 
for travel, said it has been a while 
since he read any books and that 
changed after he started using the 
library.

Every day, he travels from Char 
Shakhahati on the Brahmaputra 
riverbed to Raman market. He said 
he now passes his time by reading a 
book.

SP Mahfuzul said, “The libraries 
are benefitting the poor people of 
these remote islands. Agricultural 
books will be added to the libraries 
soon. Besides, initiatives have been 
taken to add children’s books.”

For the love of books, 
in remote chars

‘Little free libraries’ cultivating reading habit in Kurigram
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