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10-yr-old girl ‘tortured to death’
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After her death, she [Mou] 
kept the body at her 
Shantibagh house for one 
day. As the body started 
to decompose, she rented 
the freezing van and put 
the body inside it and 
asked the driver to park it 
near a private hospital in 
Moghbazar,” he told The 
Daily Star. 

Forensic doctors at 
Dhaka Medical College 
conducted an autopsy on 
the body yesterday after 
police sent it to the morgue 
on Monday night. 

“The body bore 
numerous marks of torture 
and [there were] burn 
injuries in some parts 
too. There are also severe 
injuries in her genitals,” a 
morgue source said, adding 
that the doctors have 
collected samples to test 
and confirm whether she 
was raped before death.

Soheli Akter, sub-
inspector of Shahjahanpur 
Police Station, who prepared 
the inquest report, had also 
found marks of torture on 
the body.

“There are small bruises 
on her head, scratch marks 
on her forehead and left ear. 
A swollen wound was found 
on the right cheek. 

“There was blood clotted 
in her nose and mouth. 

Bruises were found on the 
neck, various parts of the 
chest and abdomen. Her 
skin was found peeled off in 
some parts,” the report said. 

“My daughter earlier told 
me that the woman used to 
torture her… I want justice,” 
the victim’s father said. 

He added that both his 
daughters used to work at 
Mou’s house – one for seven 
years and the deceased for a 
year and a half. 

“I visited them three 
months ago and my 
daughter [who passed away] 
told me that her employer 
would torture her often. I 
wanted to take her home 
but the woman demanded 
money from me, saying my 
daughter killed a pet bird 
and damaged things in her 
home. I could neither give 
her money nor take my 
daughter home then.

“Around 7:00am on 
Sunday, the employer 
called me and told me my 
daughter was sick. I came to 
Dhaka that very night and 
asked to see my daughter. 
The woman than told me 
she died due to illness.”

He further said, “She 
forbade me to report the 
incident to anyone and even 
offered me Tk 70,000 and a 
house in Savar. I wanted to 
see my daughter’s body but 
she did not allow it.”

Finding no other way, the 
father then contacted 999 
and sought help to find his 
daughter’s body. 

“Police later recovered 
the body from the van.”

He also alleged that the 
woman forbade his elder 
daughter, who is now with 
him, from telling anyone 
about the incident. 

DHAKA WEDNESDAY MARCH 1, 2023 

FALGUN 16, 1429 BS        11

Number of 
Bangladeshi 
FROM PAGE 1

regions of origin, resulting 
in strong push factors.

Furthermore, secondary 
movements within the EU 
and significant numbers of 
applications by nationals 
from visa-free countries who 
arrived legally contributed 
as well.

It comes in addition to 
around 4 million people 
fleeing Ukraine who benefit 
from temporary protection. 
In activating the Temporary 
Protection Directive, the 
decision to offer a dedicated 
channel that does not 
require an individual 
examination of protection 
needs prevented the collapse 
of Europe’s asylum systems.

However, the combined 
five million persons seeking 
protection in Europe have 
placed its national reception 
systems under considerable 
pressure, EUAA said in a 
statement.

Tigers up for English hustle
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Barring a series defeat 
to England in 2016, 
Bangladesh have been 
unbeaten in their past 
twelve ODI series at home 
since 2015 and that will 
surely provide confidence 
as the hosts aim to clinch 
a maiden ODI series win 
against the English.

The likes of Shakib, 
Mahmudullah Riyad and 
Mushfiqur Rahim will 
lend their vast experience 
while new match-winners 
like Liton Das and Mehedi 
Hasan Miraz will also be 
hungry to perform.

On the other hand, 
England will look to 

continue their attacking 
brand of cricket regardless 
of the talk of how a slow 
and low Mirpur pitch could 
hamper their strategy.

Things have not been 
going to well for Jos Buttler 
and Co. in recent times, 
especially in the 50-over 
format where England have 
managed just one win in 
their last five ODI series.

Despite that, the 
experience that some of 
the visiting squad have 
of playing in Bangladesh 
should help them settle 
relatively quickly and adapt 
to conditions, meaning 
it will be a tough battle 
between the two sides.

City

Vote for ‘boat’ in next polls
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aggravate. On the other 
hand, when the AL comes 
to power, the country 
witnesses an increase in the 
production of crops, fish, 
and vegetables, she added.

“The people are happy 
getting food and clothes. 
The fate of the people has 
changed.”

She said Bangladesh 
has turned around, and it 
earned dignity in the world 
arena. “Bangladesh is a role 
model for development. 
Bangladesh is marching 
forward and will continue 
to do so.”

Noting that the 
government is now 
implementing different 
programmes for the overall 
development of the haor 
region, Hasina said if the 
AL returns to office, the 
programmes will continue.

“So, I would like to 
urge you to give us the 
opportunity to serve you 
by making Awami League 
victorious through casting 
votes for ‘boat’ also in the 
next election, which will 
be held in December 2023 
or January 2024. It is my 
appeal to you,” she said.

The AL chief said 
assuming office in 1996 
after 21 years, her party 
made the country self-
sufficient in food. But then 
the BNP-Jamaat alliance 
came to power again and 
unleashed plundering, 
money laundering, 
corruption, militancy, 
terrorism and killing, she 
added.

The premier said they 
mercilessly tortured AL 

leaders and activists. 
Noting that the BNP 

was founded in the hands 
of those who grabbed 
power illegally violating 
the constitution, Hasina 
said the BNP leaders don’t 
think of the wellbeing of 
the people and Bangladesh, 
rather they come to power 
for looting national wealth.

Talking about the 
development of the haor 
region, the premier said the 
otherwise neglected region 
witnessed a remarkable 
change in the last 14 years.

Recalling her previous 
visit to Mithamoin, she said 
that there was only water 
everywhere and no road 
was fit even for rickshaws 
at that time. “Today those 
days are gone.”

Hasina said her 
government has been 
implementing different 
programmes to change 
the fate of the neglected 
communities in the haor 
area of Kishoreganj.

She said from now on 
all roads to be built in haor 
areas would be elevated 
to protect arable land 
and existing roads. The 
government is dredging 
rivers and canals in the 
haor region to channel 
water with a view to protect 
crops from flash flood, she 
added.

AL General Secretary 
Obaidul Quader, 
Organising Secretary 
Mirza Azam and Office 
Secretary Biplab Barua, 
and local lawmaker Rejwan 
Ahammad Taufiq spoke at 
the rally, among others.

‘DSA is for combatting 
cybercrime’
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“We’ve tried to solve the 
problems after holding talks 
with the home ministry 
and others concerned. 
For example, a high police 
official sought my opinion 
about recording a case 
against a person under 
the Digital Security Act. 
I gave my opinion. This is 
progress. Earlier, the police 
used to arrest any accused 
immediately after filing 
a case under this law,” he 
said.

Anisul said the 
government is also 
committed to protecting 
journalists.

“The Gono Maddhom 
Kormi Ain (Mass Media 
Workers Act) is going 

to be made in order to 
protect journalists. This 
proposed law is now with 
the parliamentary standing 
committee. 

“The journalist 
community has raised 
questions about some 
sections of this law. 
Discussions might take 
place among journalist 
leaders, media owners, 
and the parliamentary 
standing committee. Even, 
I can take an initiative if 
the journalists want,” he 
added.

He also said the media 
sector is now a mature 
sector and therefore, the 
time had come to form a 
regulatory body for the 
media.

Electricity price hiked again by 5pc 
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electricity tariffs in 
November last year was a 
“welcome step”.

Accordingly, Nasrul 
Hamid, the state minister 
for power, energy and 
mineral resources, told The 
Daily Star last month that 
the government will adjust 
the electricity price every 
month.

Asked why the electricity 
price was being raised at 
a time when fuel prices 
are declining globally, Mir 
Mohammad Aslam Uddin, 
the ministry’s spokesman, 
said he didn’t get any data 
from the power division.

“The power division will 
provide a notification soon 
in this regard including the 
reason behind the price 
hike,” he said.

While the IMF did call 
for lessening the subsidy, 
they did not prescribe 
doing so by hiking the 
electricity price every 
month, said Khandaker 
Golam Moazzem, research 
director at the Centre for 
Policy Dialogue.

“Going for a price hike is 
kind of avoiding the main 
problems in the sector, 
which are overcapacity, 
excessive capacity 
payments, corruption and 
so on.”

There are lots of ways to 
reduce subsidy expenditure 
than by hiking the tariffs, 
which only impacts the 
consumers.

The government can 
reduce the subsidy burden 
by cutting back on the 
“illogical expenditures” in 

the power sector, he said.
“The subsidy burden is 

not the fault of consumers. 
With this electricity price 
hike, it will not possible to 
increase the dollar reserves, 
which would be essential to 
import fuel for electricity,” 
he added.

The government hiked 
the electricity price at a 
time when the energy price 
in the international market 
decreasing, said M Shamsul 
Alam, vice-president of the 
Consumers’ Association of 
Bangladesh.

“Consumers are in all 
sorts of problems with 
the increasing prices of 
all kinds of products in 
the past two years. The 
government should stop 
toying with the people like 
this.”


