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Inu’s wife Rina
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Abdul Baten told reporters 
that Rina submitted the 
nomination papers as a 
candidate of the Awami 
League-led 14-party 
alliance.

According to the 
schedule, the last date for 
submission of nomination 
papers for the by-election 
to the reserved seat was 
yesterday. 

The nomination papers 
will be selected on March 2.

The last date for 
withdrawal of candidature 
is March 6. The election 
will take place on March 

20. If there are no other 
candidates, Afroza will 
be elected unopposed.
Rina was born on October 
5, 1951, in Nawabganj, 
Dhaka. She joined the 
East Pakistan Chhatra 
League while studying at 
Eden College. In 1969, she 
was elected social service 
secretary in the student 
parliament election. In 
1975, she married Inu. 

Seven BNP MPs, 
including Rumeen 
Farhana, resigned from 
the parliament following 
the December 10 rally last 
year.

Textbooks
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“We don’t think there were 
errors in the textbooks. 
There might be some 
spelling mistakes. But we 
(NCTB), as a government 
body, tried to stay above 
controversy,” he said. 

However, Ekattorer 
Ghatak Dalal Nirmul 
Committee President 
Shahriar Kabir, who spoke 
at the event, alleged that 
the government in some 
cases were compromising 
with fundamentalists 
and the withdrawal of the 
books under pressure from 
fundamentalist quarters is 
an example of this.

Rasheda K Choudhury, 
former advisor to the 
caretaker government, 
claimed the state is now 
moving in the opposite 
direction of the ideology of 
non-communalism.

Bangladesh Mahila 
Parishad President Fauzia 
Moslem chaired the 
function, while Liberation 
War Museum Trustee 
Mafidul Haque; Rokeya 
Kabir, executive director 
of Bangladesh Nari 
Progati Sangha; and Helen 
Monisha Sarker, general 
secretary of Young Women 
Christian Association 
Bangladesh, spoke at the 
discussion.

NCTB on February 
10 withdrew two school 
textbooks in the wake of 
controversies over some 
contents. The books, 
which were withdrawn, 
are “History and Social 
Science: An Inquiry-based 
Reader” for classes 6 and 7.

Sufia Showkat 
passes away
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Brahmanbaria

Sufia Showkat, mother of 
Dhaka Metropolitan Police 
Deputy Commissioner 
(Detective-Cyber and 
Special Crime unit-South 
Division) Mohammad Iqbal 
Hossain, passed away early 
yesterday. She was 71.

Wife of late freedom 
fighter and schoolteacher 
Showkat Ali, Sufia left 
behind her two sons, three 
daughters and a host of 
relatives to mourn her 
death.

She was buried at her 
family graveyard at Pirpur 
village in Monohardi 
upazila, Narsingdi 
following a namaz-e-janaza 
after the Asr prayers.

27 DU students
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are bringing allegations 
against us by spreading 
propaganda. Are they 
following the right 
methodology to make the 
report?”

Asked, DU Proctor Prof 
AKM Golam Rabbani said, 
“We were not informed 
about such report and I 
have questioned why the 
authorities’ permission was 
not taken to prepare such 
a report. We are trying 
to understand their [the 
organisation’s] intentions.”

Bangladesh
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stronger bonds, Japan 
suggested partnering 
with Bangladesh in 
further developing the 
southern Chattogram 
area centring on the 
Matarbari Infrastructure 
Development Initiative 
(MIDI) project in the 
context of connectivity.

Both sides agreed that 
these projects should be 
built under Japan’s Big-B 
initiative. Bangladesh 
hoped that these projects 
will bring more Japanese 
investments.

Both sides discussed 
issues of bilateral relations 
in trade, investment, 
agriculture, ICT and 
high-tech industries, blue 
economy, health, human 
resource development, 
capacity development in 
maritime security, disaster 
management and defence 
cooperation.

Foreign Secretary Masud 
Bin Momen expressed 
his gratitude for Japan’s 
Covid-related assistance 
to Bangladesh and direct 
budgetary support for the 
next couple of years.

Japanese Senior Deputy 
Minister assured that Japan 
will continue to support 
all development projects 
of Bangladesh related to 
connectivity. Masud Bin 
Momen appraised Biman 
Bangladesh’s plan to 
resume its flights to Tokyo 
in the running year -- an 
idea welcomed by Japan.

Traffickers 
enjoy impunity
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Runa Sultana, coordinator 
of Manusher Jonno 
Foundation (MJF), noted 
that the enactment of 
a victim and witness 
protection law is crucial to 
protect victims.

Dipta Rakshit, team 
leader of Ashashash 
project, Winrock 
International, emphasised 
the implementation 
of a national referral 
mechanism with the 
support of government 
and non-government 
organisations to protect 
the victims.

Advocate Salma Ali, 
president of BNWLA, said, 
“Internal human trafficking 
is another burning issue. 
Many women have been 
trafficked from villages to 
cities as sex workers.”

The event was 
supported by The 
Embassy of Switzerland in 
Bangladesh and Winrock 
International.

Presided over by Salma 
Ali, the meeting was 
addressed, among others, 
by Jesmin Area Begum, 
retired senior district and 
session judge; advocate 
Jobaida Pervin, general 
secretary of BNWLA; and 
Abu Saleh Md Salauddin 
Khan, deputy secretary at 
the law ministry.

We’re doing
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it will become an asset for 
us.”

“When we are seeing an 
unstable situation across 
the world due to the war in 
Ukraine, we are witnessing 
a resurgence in Asia,” he 
added.

Prof Mizanur Rahman, 
director of BILIA, gave the 
welcome speech, while its 
researcher Sourav Ghosh 
presented the concept 
paper.

Former Supreme Court 
Justice AHM Shamsuddin 
Choudhury Manik said 
China will never solve the 
Rohingya problem, as it 
will harm its belt and roads 
project.

He said the Rohingya 
issue would have been 
resolved in 2017 if China 
and Russia had not vetoed 
the UN resolution on 
Rohingya people.

Mashfee Binte Shams, 
rector of Foreign Service 
Academy, and Prof Md 
Rafiqul Islam of Dhaka 
University’s peace and 
conflict studies department 
spoke among others, while 
BILIA Chairperson Amir-
ul Islam presided over the 
programme.

Social norms a major barrier
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When the society became 
benefitted, they welcomed 
the initiatives,” said 
Nobonita. 

She said no development 
project would be fruitful 
if social norms are not 
addressed.

Paola Castro Neiderstam, 
programme specialist, 
Human Rights, Democracy 
and Gender Equality at 
the Swedish embassy, said 
child marriage is a form 
of gender-based violence 
and is a violation against 
human rights of girls. 

Kamrun Nahar Dolly, 

assistant director and 
information officer of the 
Directorate of Secondary 
and Higher Education, 
said the government can 
introduce the soft loan to 
the marginalised students 
targeting the lower developed 
areas in the country.

“If we can ensure the soft 
loan among the students, 
rates of dropout and child 
marriages will be reduced 
significantly,” she added.

MA Akher, planning 
director at the Department 
of Youth Development, 
said the government has 
taken some development 

projects focusing on 
adolescent boys and girls. 
To eliminate the religious 
dogmas centring child 
marriage, the religious 
affairs ministry is working 
in this regard, he said.

Among others, Bridget 
Job Johnson, chief of the 
social and behavioural 
changes section at Unicef; 
Rawnak Jahan, director 
(acting) of the Women’s 
Global Education Project, 
and Tahera Jabeen, social 
development advisor of 
Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Office, 
also spoke at the event.

High cost leads to poor
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at least Tk 6.83 lakh 
to perform hajj under 
government management, 
up by around Tk 1.61 lakh 
from the previous year. 
The minimum cost under 
private management has 
been fixed at Tk 6.72 lakh, 
about Tk 1.5 lakh more 
than that of the year before.

Apart from this, each 
pilgrim will have to pay 
about Tk 22,000 for a 
Qurbani coupon from 
the Islamic Development 
Bank in Saudi Arabia. The 
amount is used for meeting 
the expenses for sacrificing 
animals.

This year, the hajj will be 
held on June 27, depending 
on the sighting of the 
moon.

Abdus Salam Aref, 
general secretary of 
ATAB, yesterday said a 

Bangladeshi pilgrim will 
have to spend around Tk 
8 to 9 lakh on average to 
complete all formalities of 
hajj this year.

HAAB, a platform of 
around 1,500 private 
hajj agencies, said this 
year’s airfare was high, 
for which the cost of hajj 
packages have increased 
significantly.

“The airfare of Biman 
was Tk 1.40 lakh last year. 
But this year, it is around Tk 
2 lakh, which is very high,” 
said HAAB President M 
Shahadat Hossain Taslim.

Sources at HAAB and 
ATAB said in India, the 
airfare is around Tk 1.25 
lakh, and in Pakistan it is 
about Tk 1 lakh.

ATAB and HAAB leaders 
said due to the high prices, 
they are now worried 
whether the hajj agencies 

and government will be 
able to send the targeted 
1.27 lakh Bangladeshis to 
Saudi Arabia.

ATAB’s Aref asked if 
airfare of umrah can be 
around Tk 90,000, then 
why would hajj airfare be 
Tk 2 lakh?

“In most cases, 
intended hajis are saying 
that it is difficult to 
manage the additional 
money,” Md Khorshed 
Alam, managing partner 
of Al-Madina Travel & Hajj 
Kafela, told The Daily Star 
yesterday.

HAAB leaders said 
people from villages used 
to perform hajj in large 
numbers. 

“But as the cost of hajj 
packages has increased, 
village people in general 
can’t afford to go,” said 
Khorshed.
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the PTI centre in 1971, said, 
“Every night, the screams 
and cries of freedom 
fighters filled the area.”

Dipankar Mohanta, a 
Liberation War researcher, 
said at the beginning of 
the war, the Pakistan army 
used PTI as its brigade 
headquarters. There, they 
built an underground 
bunker, which was used as 
a torture cell.

“Many women were also 
raped and killed inside this 
place,” he said.

“We demand that the 
chairman of the district 
council and district 
deputy commissioner 
take appropriate steps 
to preserve this historic 
place. The authorities 
should build a monument 
in the memory of martyrs 

and a Liberation War 
museum on PTI premise,” 
he added.

Tapan Palit, a history 
professor at Jagannath 
University, said after killing 
people, the Pakistan army 
would dump the bodies 
inside the PTI well or in 
and around surrounding 
forests and hills.

“Due to a lack of 
research, there is no exact 
data on how many people 
were killed and raped 
inside this building. People 
should know about this 
place,” he said.

Contacted, Moulvibazar 
Deputy Commissioner Mir 
Nahid Ahsan said, “We are 
taking some initiatives to 
preserve the memories of 
the martyrs who sacrificed 
their lives inside this 
building.”


