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per the advice of her 
medical board.

Zahid Hossain said 
the BNP chief underwent 
routine check-up at the 
hospital. He said the medical 
board formed earlier, 
led by Prof Shahabuddin 
Talukder, advised her to go 
to the hospital.

Meanwhile, the party 
yesterday alleged Awami 
League is staging drama 
over the issue of Khaleda’s 
scope to do politics.

“She has been kept 
under house arrest, and she 
is very ill. The government 
has started staging various 
dramas about her. Some 
ministers said Khaleda is 
not allowed to do politics. 
Another minister said 
she has no obstacle to 
doing politics,” said Mirza 
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, 
BNP secretary general.

Addressing a discussion 

organised by Jatiyatabadi 
Tanti Dal to mark its 43rd 
founding anniversary at 
Jatiya Press Club, the BNP 
leader said the ruling-party 
leaders need not talk about 
the issue, as the BNP chief 
herself and her party will 
decide whether she will 
engage in politics or not.

He questioned why the 
AL leaders have become 
so desperate to talk about 
this. “Their intentions are 
absolutely evil. They want 
to confuse the people and 
divert their attention to 
something else.”

He said Khaleda will do 
politics when the suitable 
time comes. “She will surely 
do politics, no matter 
where she stays as she is the 
most popular leader...”

Fakhrul said the 
government can release 
Khaleda without any 
condition if it wants her to 
return to politics.

Migration crucial
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Graduation from LDC 
Status” at a city hotel.

Migration experts, UN 
officials, development 
practitioners, economists, 
and government officials 
took part in the event.

According to an IOM fact 
sheet provided at the event, 
migration originating from 
46 LDCs totals to around 
17 percent of the global 
migrant population, while 
these countries host only 
four percent of migrants.

Addressing the opening 
session, former foreign 
secretary Shahidul Haque 
said migration is now 
recognised as an integral 
component of sustainable 
development. 

Pointing to migration 
also being a geopolitical 
and geo-economical 
phenomenon, Shahidul 
said states cannot 
just consider it to be a 
labour phenomenon, 
underestimating its role in 
“bigger politics”.

Now a senior adviser of 
IOM Bangladesh, Shahidul 
stressed shifting focus 
exclusively on areas such as 
mobility, remittance, and 
governance.

At a working session, 
ILO Bangladesh Chief 
Technical Adviser Laetitia 
Weibel Roberts said the 

status of a middle-income 
country will increase 
investment and job 
creation in Bangladesh and 
may also see a raise in the 
minimum wage.

She added that once 
minimum wage is raised, 
aspirant migrants would 
be debating whether they 
are going overseas for a 
wage that could still be 
competitive as per the 
domestic market.

At the opening session, 
Anowarul Haq, assistant 
resident representative 
(democratic governance 
portfolio) of UNDP 
Bangladesh, said the 
prospects of Bangladesh 
nearing LDC graduation 
bring to light certain 
challenges that the country 
must overcome to ensure a 
smooth transition.

Nurul Islam, a 
technical and vocational 
training specialist 
at the government’s 
Skills for Employment 
Investment Programme, 
said strengthening 
reintegration programmes 
for returnee migrants 
should be an approach 
during the LDC graduation.

Christopher David 
Foulkes, officer-in-charge 
of IOM Bangladesh, among 
others, attended the 
dialogue.
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Wife dies, husband 
fighting for life
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One of the five people who suffered burns in a fire 
reportedly caused by a gas-line leak in Narayanganj’s 
Fatullah on Sunday died at a hospital in Dhaka yesterday.

Sukhi Akter, 25, breathed her last around 6:00am at 
Sheikh Hasina National Institute of Burn and Plastic 
Surgery, said SM Ayub Hossain, resident surgeon.

She had 98 percent burns on her body, he added.
Her husband Al Amin Hossain and Md Rafique are 

being treated there with 95 and 12 percent burns.

We want global
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meeting with Bangladesh 
Foreign Minister AK Abdul 
Momen at the state guest 
house Padma yesterday.

During his visit on 
February 24-27, he called 
on Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina, visited Rohingya 
camps in Cox’s Bazar, 
projects supported by 
Canada and held a meeting 
with the foreign minister.

Sajjan said Canada 
has recently authorised 
$10 million for climate 
adaptation projects in 
Bangladesh and is eager 

to expand cooperation 
in other areas, including 
agriculture, health etc.

Foreign Minister 
Momen said he has invited 
Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau to visit 
Bangladesh after his 
upcoming visit to India in 
September this year.

In response, Sajjan said he 
endorsed the invitation and 
will let PM Trudeau know. 

Momen said Canada 
has assured additional 
funding for the Rohingyas 
both in Cox’s Bazar and 
Bhashanchar.

“The Canadian minister 
has positively responded 
when Bangladesh proposed 
that Canada provided 
GSP facilities up to 2029, 
after Bangladesh’s LDC 
graduation in 2026,” said 
the foreign minister. 

Dhaka also sought 
Sajjan’s help so that 
Bangladeshi students can 
get Canadian visas easily 
and quickly.

Foreign Minister Momen 
also spoke of repatriating 
Bangabandhu killer 
Noor Chowdhury who is 
sheltered in Canada. Choosing control
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Kamal also said the data 
protection office, which 
will be in charge of 
implementing this law, 
must be an independent 
commission.

Speakers also added to 
this by saying that if the office 
is a part of the government’s 
bureaucracy, there is little 
chance of it being able to act 
independently.

They also expressed 
concern about sections in 
the law that will grant the 
government full access to 
the data of any citizen or 

organisation.
Senior journalist Saleem 

Samad called it a law only 
meant to increase the 
power of the government, 
while columnist Faiz Taiyeb 
commented that the law 
enforcers are being let off 
the hook from protecting 
the rights of citizens with 
this law.

Speakers also opined 
that attempts at data 
localisation will ultimately 
lead more to data control.

The webinar was 
moderated by journalist 
Monir Haider.
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