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Mild tremor jolts 
Cox’s Bazar
STAR REPORT

A light tremor, measuring 4.1 on the Richter scale, 
jolted Cox’s Bazar and its adjoining areas yesterday.

The earthquake was felt at 4:39pm, said Abdur 
Rahman, assistant meteorologist at Cox’s Bazar Met 
office.

The epicentre of the quake was inside Myanmar, 
some 377km south-southeast of Dhaka, the official 
added. No casualty or damage has been reported.

Mobile courts to stop
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Prof Moazzem Hossain, 
a member of the panel of 
experts of Dhaka Transport 
Coordination Authority 
(DTCA), said he has never 
heard of such a crisis in 
other countries. 

He said DTCA gave 
DMTCL certain conditions, 
including safety measures 
against falling objects, that 

needed to be fulfilled before 
going into commercial 
operation. 

“I am not sure whether 
they [DMTCL] are carrying 
out a commercial operation 
or going through an 
experimental stage. If they 
have launched a commercial 
operation, they have to 
take necessary preventive 
measures,” he added.

Gonotontro Moncho
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without a warrant in an old 
case.

The alliance demanded 
immediate release of all 
activists who they claim 
were wrongfully held.

Besides, the party 
leaders said the current 
regime would soon be 
ousted through a mass 
uprising. They called on the 
people from all walks of life 
to join the movement.

Youngsters unite for
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Ahsan Rony, founder of 
Green Savers, said his 
organisation has been 
campaigning for rooftop 
gardening keeping 
advanced urban farming in 
mind in Dhaka city for over 
a decade now.

He said, at the beginning, 
they found it hard to get 
sufficient expertise to 
mobilse city dwellers in 
rooftop gardening.

Now, about 50 to 60 
people who are technically 
expert in advance urban 
farming and known as 
“doctor of tree” work under 
the platform and provide 

services to citizens. 
Journalist Iftekhar 

Mahmud said alongside 
awareness campaigns like 
the expo, the government 
must come forward with 
policies and actions for 
climate change adaptation.

Addressing the opening 
session as chief guest, 
Akhter Hossain, principal 
coordinator (SDG affairs) 
at Prime Minister’s Office, 
said the government’s 
latest SDGs progress 
report 2022 reveals that 
Bangladesh is an “early 
bird” in 16 indicators and 
also on track in 42 other 
indicators.

To address the climate 
change challenges, the 
government has prepared 
several key strategies and 
plans, he said.

Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change Ministry 
Secretary Farhina Ahmed, 
French Ambassador 
to Bangladesh Marie 
Masdupuy, Shirin Sultana 
Lira, programme manager 
(governance, climate 
change and environment) 
at the Swiss Embassy 
in Bangladesh, and 
Mozammel Haque, senior 
governance advisor of 
UNDP Bangladesh, spoke 
at the event among others.

Stop plastic usage
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camps must be stopped 
immediately. 

Chief Executive of 
PAHLS and CCNF Co-Chair 
Abu Morshed Chowdhury, 
said,“We need to stop using 
plastic if we want to save 
our blue economy. For this, 

we need proper execution 
of government law.”

Mizanur Rahman 
Bahadur, assistant 
director of COAST, and 
CCNF member secretary 
Zahangir Alam jointly 
moderated the event. 

Tk 25,000
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Garments  Workers 
Federation, demanded the 
formation of a wage board 
within a week  and called 
for all workers to unite and 
press for their demands.

Poet  and journalist 
Sohrab Hassan criticised 
the government for 
exploiting  farmers and 
RMG workers, who he 
believes are the lifeblood of 
the  country. 

Other speakers at the 
event included Mujahidul 
Islam Selim,  former 
president of Communist 
Party of Bangladesh; 
Md Towhidur  Rahman, 
chairperson of Bangladesh 
Garments Sramik Oikya 
Parishad; Advocate  
Mantu Gosh, president of 
Garment Workers Trade 
Union Centre, its general 
secretary Sadekur Rahman 
Shamim, and vice president 
Joly Talukder. 

It was done to destroy army
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future are being destroyed,” 
he added.

“Today, I will demand to 
resolve all judicial issues 
against them. They should 
be released.”

Asked about an 
Awami League leader 
mentioning that Khaleda 
Zia’s movement on the 
day of the carnage was 
“suspicious”, Fakhrul said 
such a statement is nothing 
but irresponsible.

Meanwhile, GM 
Quader said due to non-

transparency in the 
investigation process, the 
martyrs’ families are angry. 
“The government needs to 
pay attention to the trial of 
the brutal killings so that 
the families can be relieved.” 

“What action has been 
taken against those who 
were responsible for such 
horrific murders? The 
nation wants to know,” he 
added.

After placing wreaths, the 
victims’ families expressed 
disappointment that the 
verdict of the BDR carnage 

case is yet to be executed.
The mutiny in 2009 

shocked the nation. A total 
of 829 people, mostly BDR 
members, were accused in 
the carnage case filed later.

On November 5, 2013, 
a Dhaka court sentenced 
148 BDR members and two 
civilians to death, 160 to life 
in prison, and 256 people, 
mostly BDR soldiers, to 
rigorous imprisonment.

The court acquitted 
278, but the prosecutors 
later appealed against the 
acquittal of 69.
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