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the formulation of a 
minority protection law 
and a national minority 
commission, scrapping 
discriminatory acts and 
the implementation of CHT 
Peace Accord.

However, the pledges are 
yet to be implemented.

Rana Dasgupta, 
general secretary of the 
organisation, said, “We 
don’t want to be victims of 
deprivation, discrimination 
and oppression in 
independent Bangladesh.”

“We will wait for an 

effective initiative from the 
prime minister. If no steps 
are taken by June, we will 
continue our movement,” 
he added.

The Parishad will hold 
rallies with people from 
the religious and ethnic 
minority communities 
in eight divisional cities 
across the country in mid-
July, said Dasgupta. 

“Community members 
will also observe hunger 
strike if the pledges made 
by the government are not 
implemented in due time,” 
he added. 

Militants don’t issue
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are investigating who 
posted the letter and from 
where it was posted,” he 
told The Daily Star.

The letter, signed by 
one Mohammad Saiful 
who claimed himself as an 
Ansar al Islam member, 
was sent to the DG by post 
on Thursday, prompting 
Bangla Academy security 
officer Jahangir Alam to 
file a general diary with 
Shahbagh Police Station.

Meanwhile, security 
was beefed up at the book 
fair yesterday compared 
to other days with the 
deployment of additional 
police members, Jahangir 
Alam told The Daily Star.

Road Transport and 
Bridges Minister Obaidul 

Quader and Environment, 
Forests and Climate 
Change Minister Md 
Shahab Uddin were 
supposed to be present 
at the Ekushey Boi Mela 
at separate unveiling 
ceremonies of two books, 
but they cancelled their 
pre-scheduled visits 
yesterday morning.

Officials from both 
ministries texted the 
journalists, which 
read that their visits 
were cancelled due to 
unavoidable reasons.

The threat, however, 
could not deter booklovers 
from attending the fair as 
a huge number of people 
crowded the book fair 
yesterday as the day was a 
public holiday.

3 YouTubers
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Besides, Hamid has his own 
YouTube channel named 
“Hamid Mals”, which 
has more than 70,000 
subscribers.

The DB official said 
Hamid used to coordinate 
the link between the 
gambling agents and 
YouTubers in Bangladesh. 
The gambling agents sent 
links of their targeted 
YouTubers with whom 
Hamid used to contact 
for the promotion of the 
gambling websites. 

By sending screenshots 
of the advertisement, 
Hamid used to receive the 
payment.

Money used to be 
transacted through banking 
and other non-banking 
channels, the official 
said, adding that they are 
investigating the matter.

A case was filed with 
Ramna Police Station in 
this connection.

Tk 26 crore project
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Jashore municipality, at 
Hamidpur on Jashore-
Narail road, spending Tk 
26.33 crore.

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina inaugurated the 
plant through video 
conference on December 31, 
2017, but its construction 
was completed in 
December 2018.

The plant started 
its operation with 47 
employees in August the 
following year.

In addition to funds from 
the government, Asian 
Development Bank (ADB), 
German Development 
Bank (KfW), and Swedish 
International Development 
Cooperation Agency (SIDA) 
have provided support for 
the project.

Meanwhile, stakeholders 
said the waste management 
and treatment plant 
was built to turn waste 
materials into resources, 

but it failed to bring 
expected results due to 
negligence of authorities 
concerned.

Primarily, the estimated 
cost of the project was 
Tk 50 crore, but after 
spending Tk 26 crore, 
authorities stopped 
building the biogas and 
power generation facilities 
a couple of months ago.

Contacted, Kamal 
Hossain, assistant engineer 
at Jashore municipality, 
said construction had been 
halted due to some faults 
in their equipment, and it 
has resumed again. It will 
take some more months to 
complete construction.

A total of 27 employees, 
including 20 workers, are 
working for the project. 
Though only organic 
fertiliser is produced in the 
plant at present, they will 
start biogas and electricity 
production soon, he 
added.

Bangladesh almost self-sufficient in cardiac
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been taken to extend 
such facilities to other 
government hospitals as 
well,” she added.

To increase the scope 
of paediatric cardiac 
treatment, the scope 
to produce paediatric 
cardiologists has been 
enhanced as a full-fledged 
pediatric cardiology 
and pediatric cardiac 
surgery unit was set up 
at Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujib Medical University, 
said the PM.

A 500-bed world-class 
“Institute of Cardiovascular 
Science and Research” 
has been established in 
the Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujib Medical University, 
she said.

The premier stressed 
the need for focusing 

on preventive measures 
regarding cardiovascular 
diseases as the number of 
cardiac patients is on rise 
in the country.

“The number of cardiac 
patients is increasing 
day by day in the country 
due to various reasons 
including diet, lack of 
physical work, smoking and 
excessive diabetes. Along 
with the development of 
cardiovascular disease 
care, we also need to pay 
attention to preventive 
measures,” she said.

The PM said 
cardiovascular disease is 
one of the leading causes 
of death in Bangladesh 
and all over the world. 
According to the World 
Health Organization, some 
17.9 million people die 
every year in the world due 

to cardiovascular diseases.
“About 27 percent 

of total deaths in 
Bangladesh are caused by 
cardiovascular diseases. 
At present, 10 children per 
thousand are suffering 
from cardiovascular 
diseases in the country. 
One in five young people 
in Bangladesh is at risk of 
heart disease,” she said.

Focusing on her 
government’s steps for the 
development of the health 
sector, the PM said it has 
taken a plan to build a 
medical college in every 
district. 

The number of medical 

colleges rose to 115 now 
from 50 ones in 2009, 
while the number of MBBS 
course seats went up to 
10,789 from only 2,050 in 
2009, she said. 

She said her government 
will build a medical 
university in every 
division and four medical 
universities have already 
been set up. 

Pointing to the 
participants, their 
participation in the 3rd 
Scientific Conference 
has created a unique 
opportunity to share 
knowledge and experiences 
among cardiac specialists.

2 killed, 5 hurt
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In Chattogram, a man died 
and three were injured in a 
head-on collision between 
two buses at Patiya in the 
morning.

Md Rubel, 25, from the 
port city’s Patharghata 
died on the spot, police 
said.

Around 7:00am, a bus 
bound for Chandanaish 
upazila collided with 
another heading towards 
the port city on the 
Chattogram-Cox’s Bazar 
highway, said Patiya 
Highway Police Station OC 
Snehangshu Bikash Sarkar.

The injured were 
admitted to Chittagong 
Medical College Hospital. 
Police seized the buses 
while the drivers managed 
to flee the scene.
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Poetries most-published, novels most sold
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Saha and Marjuk Russell 
from the book fair.

Fiction writer Anwara 
Syed Haq said, “There are 
many poetry books in the 

fair. But poetry is about 
emotions. Many people do 
not understand how much 
emotion must be invested 
into writing poetry..”

Meanwhile, Rudra 

Goswami, a popular poet, 
has brought  a romantic 
thriller book  titled 
“Antarbarti Tadanter Pare” 
at the fair. 

Besides, Kushal Baran 

Chakraborty’s poetry book 
“Golakar Prithibite Golakar 
Ghotonabritto”, published 
by Kagoj Publications is 
also selling well in this 
year’s edition. 

Yesterday marked the last Friday of 
the Amar Ekushey Boi Mela. As per 
expectation, owing to the weekly 
holiday, visitors crowded the premises 
since morning. With only four days left 
till the fair ends, many visitors are now 
rushing to the fair to buy their favourite 
books. Meanwhile, security was also 
beefed up.
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