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to its peak in the aftermath 
of the Russia-Ukraine war.

The US and European 
Union have imposed 
dozens of sanctions against 
Russia, saying that Russia 
violated international law 
by invading Ukraine.

The Biden 
administration, meanwhile, 
considers democracy and 
human rights as key to 
its foreign policy. In 2021, 
it began the democracy 
summit. The second summit 
for democracy will be held 
on March 29-30, 2023. 
Bangladesh was invited to 
neither of the summits.

Mantytskiy also said the 
first summit took place 
under the pretext of rallying 
up countries to protect 
democracy across the 
world. However, in reality, 
it was used to aggressively 
promote neo-liberal values 
by replacing democracy 
with democratism, which 
boils down to the unlimited 
power of the elites under 
merely formal democratic 
institutions.

The organisers also 

sought to create a broad 
anti-Russia and anti-China 
front based on ideology, 
according to Mantytskiy.

“Needless to say, 
such ‘summits’ only fuel 
international tensions 
and draw up new dividing 
lines, splitting the world 
into “friends” and “foes,” 
stigmatising countries, 
pinning them down with 
labels, and enforcing an 
undefined ‘rules-based 
order’,” he said in the 
statement.

Mantytskiy also said the 
US hypocritically assesses 
the “quality of democracy” 
in a country, implying that 
democracies can be of 
different qualities.

Burma Act
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ASEAN’s role in the conflict 
and pointed to its repeated 
shortcomings in addressing 
the conflict in Myanmar, 
particularly regarding the 
ethnic minorities. The 
seminar was moderated by 
Dr Sk Tawfique M Haque, 
director of SIPG.

Depriving people
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Rensje Teerink and 
Unesco Liaison Office 
Project Officer in 
Brussels Oriol Freixa 
Matalonga, diplomats 
and representatives of 
international organisations 
attended the event.

Bangladesh embassies 
in different countries of 
the world, including the 
US, the UK, India, Pakistan, 
Jordan, Italy, and Sri Lanka, 
organised events marking 
International Mother 
Language Day which 
foreign officials, dignitaries 
and experts attended.

Meanwhile, Foreign 
Minister AK Abdul Momen 
inaugurated a martyrs’ 
monument in Paris city 
of California in the US. It 
is similar to that of the 
Central Shaheed Minar in 
Dhaka.

The monument in 
Paris was built under the 
initiative of the city mayor 

and the local Bangladeshi 
community.

At an event at the UN 
in New York, Bangladesh’s 
Permanent Representative 
to the UN Ambassador 
Muhammad Abdul 
Muhith said, “Multilingual 
education that is inclusive 
of mother-tongue based 
learning can play an 
instrumental role in 
transforming the education 
system by underlining the 
importance of cultural and 
linguistic diversity.”

This has turned out
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The mayor has recently 
designated a dedicated 
lane for non-motorised 
vehicles on the road. “These 
vehicles will run on this 
lane without any obstacles. 
Trucks will not be able to 
park here. The police will 
ensure this,” he told the 
reporters. 

During the mayor’s visit, a 
traffic police representative 
suggested that removing 
the railway crossing and 

straightening the road on 
the way to Farmgate could 
significantly reduce traffic 
congestion. 

In reply, the mayor said 
he will discuss the matter 
with the railways minister. 

The DNCC mayor 
announced that a 
committee consisting of 
five members headed by 
the ward-24 councillor will 
be formed to monitor the 
road and it will report to 
DNCC regularly.

New target: draining
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Sitrang last year as Dhaka 
city residents had to witness 
waterlogging only in nine 
places under DSCC areas.

Taposh also mentioned 
that they have been 
cleaning drains, culverts 
and canals under a yearly 
plan since getting the 
canals and drains from 
Dhaka Water Supply and 
Sewerage Authority around 

two years back. As part of 
the work, they visited the 
area to observe the ongoing 
cleaning works under ward 
41.

Stressing the need 
for awareness of the 
city residents about not 
dumping solid wastes into 
the drains, the mayor said, 
“The drains are filled up 
again after cleaning every 
year.”

Syed Abul Maksud
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weekly Nabajug, edited 
by M Anisuzzaman, in 
1964. This paper was the 
mouthpiece of the Pakistan 
Socialist Party. Later, he 
worked at weekly Janata, 
supported by the National 
Awami Party, for some 
time. He joined Bangladesh 
Sangbad Sangstha in mid 
1970s.

On March 2, 2004, 
he resigned from the 
editorial department of 
the news agency. He was a 
regular columnist for daily 
Prothom Alo and wrote 
under columns “Sahajia 
Karcha” and “Bagha 
Tentul”.

His notable works 
include “Juddho O 
Manusher Murkhota” 
(1988), “Gandhi, Nehru and 

Noakhali” (2008), “Dhakae 
Buddhadeb Basu” (2011), 
and “Rabindranather 
Dharmatatwa O Darshan” 
(2012).

Former AL MP
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During their marriage, 
Arzu said his first wife died 
and he wanted to marry 
her with the consent of his 
children from first wife. 
In 2008, the woman gave 
birth to a girl.

After the baby’s birth, 
the accused started 
ignoring them and even 
took Tk 18 lakh and 15 tolas 
of gold from her in the 
name of buying a flat.

Besides, it was later 
learnt that his first wife is 
very much alive. 

Inclusion of accused
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Victim’s wife, Begum 
Nurunnahar, filed a case 
accusing 18 persons 
including Miru, who was 
later suspended from the 
organising secretary post 
of the district unit AL.

AL sources said the 
suspension order was 
withdrawn before he was 
included in the newly 
formed 71-member full-
fledged committee of the 

party’s district unit.
Shahzadpur Press Club 

president Bimol Kumar 
Kundu condemned the 
decision.

KM Hosen Ali Hasan, 
president of the newly-
formed AL unit, said there is 
no problem to include Miru 
in the committee as he is yet 
to be convicted in the case.

Contacted, Miru said, “I 
am not responsible for the 
killing...”

Graft case
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accounts on December 29, 
2011.

After taking the loan, the 
duo transferred Tk 1.31 crore 
to Khaled’s account and 
another Tk 18.68 crore to the 
account of Khaled Textile 
Mills, owned by Khaled. 
The money was transferred 
through pay orders.

Other accused in the 
case are Khaled’s son 
KM Rakib Hossain and 
relative Khandakar Md 
Mostahid, then PFIL 
directors Muslima Shirin, 
ZM Kaiser, and M Shahdat 
Hossain Kiron, senior 
vice-president Gulshan 
Ara Hafiz, assistant vice-
president Tazrian Haque, 
managing director Asad 
Khan, deputy managing 
director Ahsan Kabir 
Khan and executive vice-
president Rezaul Haque.

In the video clip, Najibul 
Bashar said, “My sons took 
a loan of Tk 39.40 crore 
from a bank and they 
repaid around Tk 65 crore 
to the bank later. But the 
ACC did not mention the 
information in the case it 
filed against my sons.”

Contacted, Taibul 
Bashar said, “It’s totally a 
politically motivated case 
filed with an ill intention 
to demean my father 
politically…. The bank from 
which we took the loan did 
not file any case against us, 
but ACC did and concealed 
the information that we 
have repaid the loan.”

Asked about the 
allegation, ACC Assistant 
Director Saiful Islam, also 
the case’s IO, said the 
case was lodged based on 
documentary evidence and 
following approval by the 
commission.

Get together
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injuries and were admitted 
to Sheikh Hasina National 
Institute of Burn and Plastic 
Surgery on Wednesday 
night, said Inspector 
Bachchu Mia, in-charge of 
the DMCH police outpost. 
Babul, the resident of the 
house who escaped unhurt, 
said, “I heard a loud bang 
soon after coming out of 
the house. I rushed there and 
saw them getting burnt.” 

Due to the recent lack 
of gas supply, Babul said 
he does not cook in the 
kitchen. “Possibly, gas may 
have accumulated due to 
a leakage in the pipeline 
and the fire may have 
started after they lit the 
matchstick,” Babul said. 

Jakaria suffered 40 
percent burns, Mamun 30 
percent, Rubel 20 percent, 
and Sajib 28 percent. 

82 died in gas
FROM PAGE 5

concern for a few days 
following an incident. But 
their efforts to address 
these threats got nipped in 
the bud every time.

They reportedly file 
complaints about gas leaks, 
but no significant action 
is taken to address this 
serious issue.

Fire Service and Civil 
Defence officials said the 
negligence of Titas gas 
authorities and lack of 
awareness among locals are 
to blame for many incidents.

Fakhruddin, deputy 
director of Narayanganj 
Fire Service, said, “We urge 
residents to stay cautious 
and inspect their gas 
pipelines for leaks.”

Mamunur Rashid, 
deputy general manager 

of Titas Gas Transmission 
and Distribution Company 
Limited in Narayanganj, 
said, “Gas pipelines inside 
homes are the responsibility 
of the consumers. All we do 
is distribute the lines.”

“The majority of fire 
incidents are caused by 
faults in house lines. Gas 
leaks cause explosions 
when burners are left on,” 
he added. “Customers need 
to be cautious and should 
never leave gas stoves on,” 
he said.

Chai Lau Marma, 
additional superintendent 
of police (Crime and 
Operations) in Narayanganj, 
said, “We file cases in 
response to complaints. 
After investigating, we put 
the names on the charge 
sheet and file in court.” 

Jamdani Palli: a village
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centre and a display centre 
in the area. However, both 
have remained closed for a 
long time.

But recently, the 
government has taken 
initiative to resume the 
operation of the display 
centre, the official added.

About the weekly haat, 
Bayezid said BSCIC has 
arranged the land for the 
haat where hundreds of 
Jamdani weavers and 
buyers gather to buy sarees 
at wholesale price. But 
BSCIC does not take any 
“Izara” for the land, he 
added.

Although Jamdani 

has been recognised as a 
Geographical Indication 
(GI) product of Bangladesh, 
it needs more publicity to 
brand the indigenous cloth 
at home and abroad, he 
said.

Hassan Ali, who runs his 
handloom at home, said 
he traded 30/40 sarees 
worth Tk 4 to Tk 5 lakh per 
month.

“I profit Tk 60,000-
Tk 70,000 per month. 
If the government takes 
initiatives for providing 
easy loans to them and 
also for training on designs 
and weaving, this industry 
will shine more and run 
smoothly,” he said.
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Ataul Haque’s 
death anniv
STAR REPORT

Today is the 46th death 
anniversary of Bangladesh 
N a v y ’ s 
f r e e d o m 
fighter Lt 
AM Ataul 
H a q u e , 
said a press 
release.

On this day in 1977, he 
passed away due to a cardiac 
arrest at the Combined 
Military Hospital, Dhaka. 

He joined the Liberation 
War of Bangladesh in 
1971 defying allegiance of 
Pakistan Navy and since 
the independence he 
served as the acting chief 
of Bangladesh Navy until 
April 1972.

Haque joined the Royal 
Indian Navy in 1945 and 
then served for Pakistan 
Navy after the separation 
in 1947. His relatives 
and admirers have been 
requested to pray for eternal 
peace of the departed soul. 
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