
Licences fake, guns real!
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In 2014, he arrived in 
Dhaka and started working 
as a security guard. While 
doing his job, he met 
Polash and established a 
good relationship.

Monowar then bought 
illegal firearms and a fake 
licence from Polash for Tk 
2 lakh and started working 

at a building of a financial 
institute as a guard. Later, 
he joined Polash’s illegal 
nexus.

Monowar used to 
bring firearms from the 
border point. To dodge law 
enforcers, the gang used 
to smuggle firearms after 
dismantling them into 
small pieces, said Moin.

Neglected for years
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spending Tk 17 lakh, in 
February 2020. 

The former mayor also 
shifted the main altar of 
Shaheed Minar from the 
previous spot, much to 
the dismay of concerned 
citizens.

“We want restoration 
of the original design,” 
Language Movement hero 
Abdul Quader Bhasani  told 
The Daily Star.

Meanwhile, incumbent 
Mayor Rezaul Karim 
Swapan recently 
started renovating the 
Shahid Minar again, by 
demolishing some parts 
of the newly constructed 
altar.

Some trees also have 
been felled in the name of 
constructing the boundary 
wall, they alleged. 

Sufi Mohammad Taherul 
Islam, founding director of 

Lalmonirhat Sangskritik 
Kendra, said the heritage of 
the old Shaheed Minar has 
been destroyed through its 
demolition. 

“I filed an appeal 
with the High Court on 
March 22, 2020, urging 
restoration of the Shaheed 
Minar keeping its original 
design,” Taherul said.

HC lawyer Advocate 
Kazal Rashid said hearing 
on the appeal will be held 
soon. 

Contacted, Mayor 
Rezaul Karim Swapan 
said parts of the altar of 
the Shaheed Minar have 
been demolished to make 
space. 

Meanwhile, as there was 
no boundary wall, some 
trees were felled to build 
one to protect the Shaheed 
Minar compound, he 
added. 

Highlighting stories
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Joynal  Uddin, one of the 
authors of the book, said, 
“I have never come to the  
book fair. This is the first 
time I have set foot here.” 

Faruk Ahmed, Mizanur 
Rahman Saikat, Omar 
Faruk and Mobarak 
Hossain were ghost writers 
of the stories. 

Narayan, a rickshaw-
puller, designed the cover 
of the book.

Salman  Khan Yasin, 
head of public relations at 
Bidyanondo, said, “A copy 
of  the book has been sent 
to the authors. He saw his 
own story in print.  For 
those who have not learned 
to write on their own, this 
joyous  experience cannot 
be described in words.”

“Through this book,  
illiterate people, who have 
been deprived throughout 

their lives due to  our social 
system, get the chance to 
have their stories out. Not 
only  that, they will also get 
the price of the story. The 
proceeds from this  book 
will be handed over to them 
as royalties.”

Ensure basic facilities
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city corporation to 
those who are currently 
unemployed. A process 
in this regard has already 
started, he said, citing 
Taposh.

Rana however said they 
have visited the selected 
relocation site near the 
current Telugu colony, 
but found no electricity or 
sewerage facility.

He demanded the 
mayor to build a sewerage 
system and electric 
connection before shifting 
them there.

Among others Kajal 
Debnath presidium 
member of Bangladesh 
Hindu-Boudha-Christian 
Oikya Parishad Shamsul 
Huda, executive director of 
ALRD were present during 
the visit. 

Bangabandhu
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While he was in jail, 
student leaders used to 
meet him and received 
his instructions regarding 
the Language Movement, 
she said, adding that this 
can be learnt by reading 
the books “Oshomapto 
Attojiboni (Unfinished 
Memoirs)” and “Secret 
Documents Of Intelligence 
Branch on Father Of The 
Nation Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman”.

Victim families still
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again for the owners of 
Wahed Mansion, the 
same redemption arc 
was not seen in the cases 
of survivors and victim 
families.

As their loved ones 
passed the last moments 
of their life in agony, these 
fire survivors were  left with 
a horrific memory that will 
haunt them forever.

What’s worse is, the 
families of the victims 
barely got  anything 
promised by the 
government, they claimed. 

While some of them 
got jobs as cleaners, 
they said it was far from 
adequate compensation 
for them, who had lost the 
sole breadwinner of their 
families on that fateful 
February night.

Hosne Ara lost her son 
Reazaul Karim that night.

“I was given a job as a 
cleaner on a daily wage 
earner’s contract. I didn’t 
get anything else. How is 
that fair?” she asked with 
teary eyes. 

Fatema Akhter, who lost 
her husband Faisal Sarwar 
in the fire, echoed the same.

“I have two teenage 
daughters. I got a job 
from Dhaka South City 
Corporation as a cleaner. 
It’s tough to run a family 
with this income.”

“We heard there was a 
Tk 30 crore fund for us. So 
where did the money go?” 
she asked.

Hazera Begum, who 
also lost her husband in 
this incident, said, “My 
daughter’s age is now 
26. I can’t even provide 
for arrangements of her 
marriage as I don’t have 
any money left.”

Kalilur Rahman Miraz 
lost his two brothers -- 
Mahbubur Rahman Raju 
and Mohammad Masud 
Rana in the Churihatta 
fire. He was told that DSCC 
allotted a shop for them 
in the Palasi area. But the 
hope was soon snatched 
away from him.

“We deposited Tk 3 lakh 
for the shop. But later, 
DSCC said the market 
doesn’t exist. So, they 
returned our deposit. Now, 
I don’t have anything.”

An association of the 
victim families pressed 
forward seven demands 
from an event near the site. 

Ashiq Uddin Soinik, 
general secretary of the 
association, said, some 
of their demands include 
exemplary punishment 
for all accused in the 
Churihatta fire case, fair 
compensation for the 
victim families, removal of 
chemical warehouses from 
residential areas and so on.

HC bars screening
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The court also issued a rule 
asking authorities of the 
government to explain why 
their inaction to stop the 
screening and streaming 
of the movie on online 
platforms, televisions and 
cinema halls in Bangladesh 
should not be declared 
illegal.

The HC bench of Justice 
Md Khasruzzaman and 
Justice Md Iqbal Kabir 
Lytton passed the order 
following a writ petition 
filed by Ruba Ahmed, 
mother of Abinta who 
was killed in the Holey 
Artisan attack on July 1, 
2016, seeking necessary 
directives.

Earlier in the day, the 
judges watched relevant 
parts of the movie in 
connection with the 

contents of the petition in 
their chamber room.

Writ petitioner’s lawyer 
Ahsanul Karim and Nahid 
Sultana Juthi and Deputy 
Attorney General Bepul 
Bagmar were also present 
there. Senior lawyer 
Rokanuddin Mahmud 
also appeared for the 
petitioner.

Advocate Ahsanul 
Karim told The Daily Star 
that the HC did not say 
anything about screening 
of the movie in cinema 
halls as the censor board’s 
decision is needed to screen 
any movie in cinema halls.

“We will move a prayer 
before the High Court for 
further order if the movie 
Faraaz is screened in 
cinema halls,” he added.

Ruba Ahmed filed the 
petition on February 12.

No hearing till March
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A three-member bench 
of the Appellate Division, 
headed by Justice Md 
Nuruzzaman, passed the 
order during the hearing 
of a petition filed by Dr 
Yunus, seeking a stay on a 
High Court verdict that on 

August 17 last year cleared 
the way for the labour court 
to run trial proceedings of 
the case.

The top court fixed 
March 27 for further 
hearing on the petition.

Barrister Abdullah Al 
Mamun, who appeared for 

Dr Yunus, told The Daily 
Star that trial proceedings 
will remain halted following 
the SC order. 

A labour court in 
Dhaka on October 12, 2021 
granted bail to the Nobel 
laureate in the case.

Ehsanul 
Haque’s death 
anniversary
STAR REPORT

Today is the 
3rd death 
anniversary 
of Md 
E h s a n u l 
Haque, a 
f r e e d o m 
fighter, scientist, former 
chief scientific officer of 
Bangladesh Council of 
Scientific and Industrial 
Research (BCSIR).

Through his research 
work, he contributed 
a lot for the welfare of 
the country, said a press 
release.

Family members of 
Ehsanul Haque requested 
his friends, admirers, 
relatives and well-wishers 
to pray for the salvation of 
the departed soul.
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