“The final military
7 %, defeat can be delayed at
] the cost of the lives of
" hundreds of thousands
of additional reserv 1sts,
but... inevitable.”
Russia’s jailed opposition
olitician Navalny on Moscow’s
invasion of Ukraine
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“The frequency of
using the Pacific
as our firing range
depends upon the
US forces’ action
character.”

L.
i
—

North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un’s sister, Kim Yo Jong
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President Abdul Hamid and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina stand in solemn silence after placing wreaths at the
Gentral Shaheed Minar as the clock struck 12:01 today to show respect to the memories of the language heroes.

INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES IN THE NORTH

Lelt to

die out

Lack of revival initiatives, practice to blame

KONGKON KARMAKER

Santhali, Kurukh, Sadri, Mundali -- these
are just some of the many languages
spoken by the indigenous communities
of the flatlands in Rangpur and Rajshahi
divisions.

However, despite their vast range,
most of these languages are vanishing
fast not only due to a lack of government
initiatives to revive them —
but also for the reluctance
among the communities
themselves to speak their
native tongues.

A part of the country’s
cultural heritage, these
languages have their own
alphabets and intonations.
But most of the ethnic
flatland communities now
seem more comfortable speaking Bangla.

Haimanti Sarkar, chief executive
officer of the People’s Union of the
Marginalised Development Organisation
(Pumdo), an NGO working for indigenous
people, and a member of the Malo
community, said, “Every ethnic
community has the right to speak its
own language for communication and
also to increase the knowledge regarding
its own cultures.
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Phulpori
was abused
physically,
verbally

One of 2 accused
BCL activists
tells probe body

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushtia

One of the two female
Chhatra League activists,
accused of torturing a
female student in Kushtia’s
Islamic University,
yesterday admitted that
they abused the girl
physically and verbally.

Sanjida Chowdhury,
a vice-president of the U
university unit Chhatra
League, made the
admission while speaking
to a probe committee
formed by the university
administration.

“She [Sanjida] said she
slapped the girl, hurled
abuse and threatened to
kill her,” said a member of
the probe body, seeking
anonymity.

Talking to journalists
later, Sanjida, however, said said.
they did not torture the
girl, Phulpori Khatun. “Not

student

phzecavreqen,

The Santhali alphabet

“But the ethnic people are gradually
forgetting their languages, which means
they are also forgetting their own culture
and heritage.”

According to the United Nations,
at present, 96 percent of the world’s
approximately 6,700 languages are
spoken by only three percent of the
world’s population. Although indigenous
peoples make up less than six percent of

the global population,

€ % P ' they speak more than
S 8?4000 of the worlds
° : » languages.

o e : Many of those
& T4 languages are now
w =

marked as “endangered”,
with  most of them
having the possibility of
becoming extinct by the
year 2100.

According to a UN estimate, at least
one language of the world dies out every
two weeks.

The indigenous languages of
Bangladesh are no less threatened, with
most of them on the brink of extinction
or well into endangerment.

According to a recent census by
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, there
are over 50 ethnic minority groups
SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

TORTURE OF IU STUDENT
Ensure security

sO students can
pursue dreams

Phulpori to univ authorities

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU, Pabna
“The cruelty broke my heart but not my dreams,”
said Phulpori Khatun, the Islamic University student
who was tortured allegedly by two BCL leaders on
February 12.

In an interview with The Daily Star yesterday, she
said she intends to attend every class and won’t give
up her education.

On February 14, Phulpori
filed a complaint with the
authorities accusing BCL
leaders Sanjida and Tabassum
of torturing and humiliating
her for hours on the night of
February 12 for staying at a

dormitory without

informing them.

“I was scared and saddened, and I don’t want it
to happen to any other student,” said the first-year
student of the finance and banking department.

Fearing further torture, she returned to her
village home in Shibpur under Pabna’s Atgharia
upazila after the incident.
shocking day of my life. I will never forget this,” she

“That was the most

Around 12:30pm yesterday, Phulpori left for the
university to appear before a committee, which was

GULSHAN FIRE
Why we need
proper fire

safety plan for
cach building

NIZAMUDDIN AHMED
Grenfel Tower in
London was entrapped
in the myth that a
single staircase under
mechanically-induced
positive air pressure was
safe for a 24-storey block
of apartments. That
single-track  scientific
theory ignored other
scientific factors and
inevitable human errors,
resulting in 72 deaths
when a burst fridge on
the third floor caused
a fire that devastatingly
spread throughout the
building, inside and out.
The Grenfel tragedy
of June 2017 occurred
in the UK, which has
some of the stringest
fire codes, in theory and
in practice, cemented
further by a public that
is aware and proactively

cooperative.

Ever since, my
thoughts have been
concerned with

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

DUA MAHFIL

In honar of our Founder and beloved Chairman,
Mr. Abdur Rouf th"Ndhurv, a Dua Mahfil will

take place today (21st February) at the Gulshan
Central Mosque (Azad Masjid) following the Asr

prayers.

We cordially invite all friends, colleagues,
well-wishers, and community members to
attend this Dua Mahfil, seeking eternal peace
for his departed soul.

Abdur Rouf Chowdhury

22 September, 1937 - 18 February, 2023
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INFURANCE BANKING

Four Hundred Marginal Farmers get Krishi Loan via
Smart Card from AB Bank at Gopalganj Stadium
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atall ... Nothing like torture
happened there.”

Sanjida said she will
get justice when the probe
report comes out.

Another accused
Tabassum Islam, a BCL
activist, refused to talk to

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4

formed to investigate the complaint.

Her proud van-puller father Ataur Rahman, who
was accompanying her to Kushtia, said, “I never
imagined my daughter would face such inhuman
torture. After the incident, we are worried about her
safety.”

Ataur said he devoted his life to educating his
four children, adding that his first child completed

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4

AB Bank Limited
disbursed Krishi
(Agricultural)  Loans
under own supervision
to small and marginal
farmers through smart
cards at Gopalganj.

The program was Commissioner (DC), Sarder, Deputy Managing Director of
organized at Sheikh Gopalganj was present Director, Department AB  Bank  Limited
Fazlul Haque Mani as chief guest. Mr. of Agricultural presiding. Senior
outer Stadium, Mahabub Ali Khan, Extension, Gopalganj officials of AB Bank and
Gopalganij. President of Gopalganj were present as special local dignitaries also

Mr. Kazi Mahbubul District Awami League guests with Mr. Tarique attended the program.
Alam, District and Mr. Abdul Kader Afzal, President and

Addvertlsemeril




City

DHAKA TUESDAY FEBRUARY 21, 2023

FALGUN 8, 1429 BS
The Baily Star

NEWS

PM confers
Ekushey
Padak 2023

19 personalities,
two organisations

get the award
UNB, Dhaka
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

yesterday conferred the Ekushey
Padak 2023 to 19 eminent
personalities and two organisations
in recognition of their contributions
to various fields.

She handed over the FEkushey
Padak, the country’s second-highest
civilian award, at a ceremony at

g
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina poses for a photo with the recipients of Ekushey Padak 2023 at the capital’s Osmani Memorial
Auditorium yesterday. Nineteen eminent personalities and two organisations received the award this year in recognition of their
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Osmani  Memorial Auditorium in contributions in their respective fields.
Dhaka.
The cultural affairs ministry

organised the event on the occasion
of International Mother Language
Day.

Khaleda Manzoor-e-Khuda,
freedom fighter AKM Shamsul
Haque (posthumously), and Haji
Mohammad Majibor Rahman
received the award for their roles in
the Language Movement.

Masud Ali Khan and Shimul
Yusuf received the prestigious award
for their contributions to acting,

EC asks for Tk 3,954 cr

as polls expenses

MOHIUDDIN ALAMGIR

government for Tk 3,954 crore to meet the
expenses of the upcoming parliamentary

for having 11 lakh EVMs repaired by
Bangladesh Machine Tools Factory (BMTF).

According to the EC sources,
commission has asked for Tk 5,485 crore
for the next fiscal year. Of the amount, Tk

el Win A, e

the

session

while Manoranjan Ghoshal, Gazi and local government elections and 3954 crore would be needed for conducting
Abdul Hakim and Fazal-e-Khuda repairing 11 lakh electronic voting tfle next general election, 6th upazila polls
(posthumously) for music, Jayanto machines. and several city corporation elections.

Chattopadhyay for recitation,
Nawazish Ali Khan for shilpakala
(arts), and Kanak Chanpa Chakma for
painting.

Besides, Momtaz Uddin
(posthumously) was given the award
in the Liberation War category,
Md Shah Alamgir (posthumously)
in journalism, Md Abdul Majid in
research, Professor Mazharul Islam
(posthumously) in education, Saidul
Haque in social service, Manjurul

yesterday, said officials.

fiscal year.

make the proposal more specific.”

Commission officials tabled a proposal
in this regard at a meeting with the finance
ministry and the planning commission

The meeting was held at the Secretariat
to discuss the EC’s budget for 2023-24

Speaking to reporters after the meeting,
Additional Secretary of the EC Ashok
Kumar Debnath said, “No final decision
has been made in this regard. They [finance
ministry| have advised the commission to

Islam (posthumously) and Akhter
Uddin Mia (posthumously) in politics,
SEE PAGE 5 COL 2

Two meeting sources confirmed that
the EC’s proposal included Tk 1,260 crore

carly January 2024.

The EC’s budget for the 2022-23 fiscal is
Tk 1,539 crore. Of the amount, Tk 229 crore
is earmarked for conducting elections.

The commission since 2018 has bought
1.5 lakh EVMs in phases for Tk 2.35 lakh
cach, almost 11 times the price in India back

then.

1.1 lakh can be fixed for around Tk 1,260
crore, according to a BMTI proposal sent
SEE PAGE 5 COL 5

ADANTI’S COAL PRICE

Govt body

starts with
learning

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

PHOTO: PID

The next Jativa Sangsad polls are likely
to be held in late December this year or

Now around five years later, 40,000 of
those machines are beyond repair. The rest

A government committee to review
coal pricing system with power plants
at its maiden meeting yesterday
sought information from companies
concerned about how they buy the
coal.

The government formed the nine-
member committee, led by Power
Secretary Habibur Rahman, on
January 23 following reports of the
power cell of the energy ministry that
India’s Adani Power Plant was buying
coal at inflated prices.

“At the first meeting, we just
SEE PAGE 5 COL 5

Ex-UP member arrested
for raping 8-yr-old girl

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jamalpur
Police on Sunday night arrested a former member
of Itail union parishad for allegedly raping an
eight-year-old girl in Jamalpur Sadar upazila.

Shawkat Hossain Babul, 62, was sent to jail as
per a court order yesterday.

On February 13, he lured his neighbour’s
daughter to his house and raped her there when
his wife was not home, police said.

3 hurt in gas cylinder blast

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Three restaurant staffers were critically injured
after a cooking gas cylinder exploded at Fusion
Café in the port city’s Khulshi area around
11:00am last morning.

Md Kashem, 18, Nur Hossain, 20, and Mubinul
Haque, 22, suffered severe damage to their
respiratory tracts on top of the 15 percent burns on
their bodies, said Dr S Khaled, assistant professor
of CMCH’s Burn and Plastic Surgery Unit.

Teacher dies in road crash

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon
A high school teacher was run over and killed by a
brick-laden tractor in Panchagarh’s Boda upazila
last morning.

Jashoda Rani, 35, an assistant teacher at
Futkibari High School, was going to work on a
colleague’s motorbike.

Afterwards, angry locals set the tractor on fire,
demanding the driver’s arrest.

A case was filed in this connection, said police.

Border killing: BSF
returns body after 4 days

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur
The body of the Bangladeshi youth, who was shot
dead inside Indian territory by the Border Security
Force (BSF) on Friday night, was returned yesterday
afternoon -- four days after the killing.

The deceased was Sahabul Hossain Babu, 33,
son of Abul Hossain of Daranda (Fakirpara) in
Dinajpur’s Hakimpur upazila.

Why we need proper fire plans

FROM PAGE 1

apartment buildings in Bangladesh
thatare increasingly going higher, not
that fire does not Kkill at low heights.
We are further handicapped by our
lack of awareness and cooperation;
taking selfies and live streaming fire
incidents by the nuisance-causing,
crowding public, are serious threats
to life.

The apartment building in
Gulshan that caught fire on February
19 is typical of a new genre of
residential buildings emanating from
the 2008 Dhaka Metropolis Building
Construction Rules, that allow single-
stair 12-storey residential buildings
with four apartments per floor.

Fire at the Gulshan building on
Road 104 began in a small way [rom
the 6th floor, initially bellowing
smoke. It was so small that it was
ignorable, but perilous because time
is of the essence in any fire.

Where were the extinguishers? If
available, did anyone know how to
operate them? Uncontrolled for an
hour or so, the fire characteristically
flared up further and typically
engulfed the upper floors, presumably
via the external windows as well as the
open staircase. Grenfel experienced
the same route of spread.

Left to die out

FROM PAGE 1

across the country, with a 1.65 crore
population -- around one percent of
the entire population.

Of them, the flatland indigenous
communities are found in Rangpur
and Rajshahi regions. With around
35-38 groups, their population in
Rajshahi is around 2.44 lakh, while
the figure is just above 91,000 in
Rangpur division, with a majority of
them living in Dinajpur.

The Santals make up the biggest
part of the ethnic minorities across
the two divisions.

Speaking to The Daily Star,
Rabindranath Soren, president of
Jatiya Adivasi Parishad, said all the
ethnic minorities have their own
separate languages to communicate
among themselves.

The Santals use the Santhali
language, which has its own
alphabet. The Oraon community
speaks the Kurukh language, which
is also spoken by the ethnic people
of India’s Jharkhand, while the
Munda community have the Mundali
language.

All of these languages are now
hardly used by the people of these
communities, especially members
of the younger generations, who,
according to indigenous rights’
workers, have no space -- not home or
school -- to practise them.

Eventually, the lesser a language is
spoken, the faster it becomes extinct.

The most commonly used
language among the flatland ethnic
communities is Sadri.

Manik Soren, information
secretary of the Adivasi Parishad, said

Apartments are not prone (o
catching fire, given that the active
cause of combustion is low. Two
factors will increase the risk of fire,
interior decoration with highly
combustible materials which
nowadays is the norm, and ageing
as well as faulty and underrated
electrical wiring and appliances.

Smoke prevented the residents
from going down to the plaza level.
When this happens, it means the
stairs were inadequate in size and
number, and not encased in fire rated
material with rated doors.

There has to be detection and
alarm systems in place to give earliest
warning, providing people adequate
time to escape.

Fach floor should have been
compartmented by design, meaning
smoke and fire should have been
restricted to the 6th floor, allowing
residents to escape comfortably via
the encased staircase/s.

Extinguishers and sprinklers are
also required in such buildings, as
are requisite water reservoir, hydrant
and fire pump. The Fire Service had
to borrow firefighting water from the
lake and adjacent buildings, which is
a major shortcoming in design as well
as the abject failure of authorities

Sadri is still largely spoken among
many of the communities. “But it is a
mixed language.”

Rabindranath  Soren  claimed
that most indigenous languages in
the flatlands are endangered, with
around seven (o eight of them already
having become extinct over the years
for various reasons.

Pumdo recently conducted a
survey in Bagjana and Atapur unions
in Joypurhat’s Panchbibi upazila and
found similar scenarios.

Some of the ethnic communities
there are the Oraon, Pahan, Malo and
Mahato.

The survey, carried out among
school children of the communities,
found that most of them cannot
speak their traditional languages,
with many never having even heard
of them.

This correspondent on Monday
visited Damdama village in Panchbibi
municipality and  found the
observations to be true after speaking
to a good number of school and
college students.

In Uchai Jarka SC High School,
with around 70 students from
different ethnic backgrounds, this
correspondent found that most of
them are unfamiliar with their own
languages.

Puja Singh, a sixth grader of the
school from the Singh community,
said she has never even heard about
the language of her community. “I
never even heard my parents speak in
any such language.”

Like her, most students of the
school said they use Bangla for their
daily communications.

that granted the building permit;
Rajuk and Fire Service.

The person who died from jumping
off the building and others with him
found it unbearable (o stay in the
building due to smoke and heat, and
then panic set in, robbing them of
basic human instincts and practical
thinking.

The deaths were preventable had
the architect and the owner ensured a
plan that would enable the few dozen
people to exit safely.

There are hundreds of similar
and worse buildings. The electrical
components are getting old. Stairs
are open that will prevent people
from getting down. There could be
more fires in the near future. Let us
revisit our buildings now along with
our respective architects. Let us plug
the leaks to first, stop a fire from
starting, second, provide detection
and alarm, third, design a means of
escape, and fourth, find out how best
to utilise our firefighting equipment
and the fire service.

Owners spend a huge amount of
money on a building. It will only take
another a few takas per square metre
to ensure safety through a fire plan.

[Nizamuddin Ahmed is an
architect and writer|

Anjali Mahato, a first-year HSC
student, also expressed reluctance to
speak her native language.

Sanjita Mahato, a homemaker in
Damdama village, said neither her
parents nor her in-laws speak their
ethnic language.

According to the Adivasi Parishad
president, the government needs to
take the lead in saving the indigenous
languages of these communities in
order to uphold the country’s multi-
cultural heritage.

An option for indigenous students
to learn about their cultures and
heritage in their own languages in
schools, colleges and universities can
be a solution, he said.

“We are yet to see any apparent
steps in this regard,” he said,
adding that the Parishad has been
demanding that the government
employ at least one teacher from
an cthnic community in primary
schools.

“But the demand was never paid
any heed to.”

Asked how this could be possible
considering the vast number of
indigenous languages, he said, the
government must find a solution in this
regard. “Otherwise, all these languages
will become extinct. We can still save
some of the endangered languages if
we start the process right now.”

The government in 2017 had taken
an initiative to publish textbooks in
the Sadri language. “It has been six
years and no such book has been
supplied to any school as yet.”

He added, “The languages are
dying out even faster in the urban
areas compared to the rural ones.”

Ensure security

FROM PAGE 1
her master’'s from  Rajshahi
University, and the second is a fourth-
year student at Dhaka University.
“Phulpori is my third child while
the fourth is a tenth grader,” he said,
adding that he spends the majority
of his earning on their academic
expenditure.
“Being an illiterate man, I know
the pain of ignorance. So, I had the

dream to educate my children,” said
Ataur.

Both the father and daughter
demanded exemplary punishment
to the culprits so that nobody dares
torture any student on the campus in
the future.

“When [ went to the university and
started attending classes earlier
this month, that was the first
step to fulfilling my dream,” said

Phulpori.

“Unfortunately, I was humiliated
and brutally tortured by the seniors
on the campus and I was never
prepared for this,” she added.

“Now I strongly urge the university
administration to take steps to
prevent such incidents in the future.
I want safety and security for me and
all of us like me so that we can fulfil
our dream.”

Phulpori was abused physically, verbally

FROM PAGE 1
the media after she gave a statement
before the investigation body.

Phulpori, a first-year non-
residential student, alleged that
Sanjida and Tabassum tortured her
on the night of February 12 for staying
at Deshratna Sheikh Hasina Hall
without their “permission”.

They tortured her from 11:00pm
till 3:30am.

On February 14, the victim lodged
a complaint with the university
proctor, student adviser and the hall
provost, demanding punishment of
those involved in the torture.

The probe committee interrogated
Sanjida and Tabassum from noon
to 5:00pm yesterday at the office of
Prof Reba Mandol of law department,
convener of the committee formed by
the university administration.

Other committee members
include member secretary Deputy
Registrar Ali Buddin Khan, Provost
Council President Prof Debashish
Sharma and Assistant Proctor Prof
Murshid Alam.

Prof Reba told reporters that
information that they got during the
investigation will not be disclosed.

“We have made good progress in

People urged not to fly kites

FROM PAGE 12
if they fall on the lines.

Moreover, the authorities have to
pause operations to remove those, which
causes the passengers to suffer, it said.

In this given situation, the DMTCL
requested the residents, living around
a one-km radius of the metro rail, to
prevent their children from flying
Kkites, sky lanterns and gas balloons or
any kind of flying object for the safety

of the metro rail.

Yesterday morning, the metro rail
service had to be stopped for half an
hour after a kite got stuck in one of its
overhead electricity lines.

The authorities suspended train
operations around 9:45am, Nasir
Uddin Ahmed, director (operation
and maintenance) of DMTCL told The
Daily Star.

Services resumed around 10:15am

Dainik Dinkal stops

FROM PAGE 12

declaration out of political vengeance
and Bangladesh Press Council also
rejected the appeal of the paper.
This is a huge blow to the freedom
of expression,” said Fakhrul in a
statement issued on Sunday night.

He claimed that the Dhaka DC
office, following the directives of the
government, cancelled the declaration
of the daily on December 26 last year,
but the paper resumed operation on
December 29 after filing an appeal to
the press council, seeking a stay on the
cancellation order.

The BNP secretary  general
demanded immediate withdrawal of
the cancellation order.

According to a report of the AFP
that obtained the press council’s
order, the printing permit of the
newspaper was cancelled after the
newspaper violated the country’s
printing and publication laws.

The council said the paper’s
publisher, Tarique Rahman, the acting

chief of the BNP, was a convicted
criminal and was living abroad
without handing over his job to
another person, said the AFP report.

The report quoted Shimul Biswas
as saying that Tarique submitted his
resignation and appointed a new
publisher, but the authorities did not
accept the changes.

Speaking to The Daily Star last
night, Shimul Biswas said they would
take measures to resume publication
of the newspaper that started its
journey in 1991.

Meanwhile, factions of two journalist
unions -- Dhaka Union of Journalists
and Bangladesh Federal Union of
Journalists -- staged demonstration in
front of the Jatiya Press Club yesterday,
condemning the cancellation of the
declaration for Dinkal.

They demanded that the paper be
allowed to resume publication. The
two unions will hold demonstrations
across the country on February 25,
according (o a press release.

the investigation,” she said. “I will
try to complete the probe within the
stipulated time.”

Two other probe bodies - one
formed by Deshratna Sheikh Hasina
Hall authorities and another by the
Kushtia district administration -- also
quizzed the three yesterday.

Talking to the media yesterday,
Phulpori once again said she was
tortured by Sanjida and Tabassum.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh Chhatra
Union, a leftleaning student
organisation, yesterday brought out
a silent procession on the campus,
demanding justice of the incident.

after the kite was removed.

Meanwhile, the rush of passengers
increased manifold due to the delay.

A similar problem occurred on
Sunday as well.

Earlier on January 1, just after the
New Year celebrations, the authorities
had to suspend operations for two
hours “on safety grounds” as a huge
number of extinguished sky lanterns
fell on the overhead electricity lines.

Putin’s war plans

FROM PAGE 12
anniversary of Russia’s
reports Reuters.

Biden left Kyiv, after the five-hour
long surprise visit. The US president’s
visit to Ukraine came just ahead of
his scheduled visit to Poland later
yesterday.

“This visit of the US president to
Ukraine, the first for 15 years, is the
most important visit in the entire
history of Ukraine-US relations,”
Zelensky said.

Foreign Minister Dmitro Kuleba
called the visit a “victory of the
Ukrainian people and president
Zelensky” and a clear signal to “the
swamp” - Russia - that “no one is
afraid of you!”

It was clearly timed to upstage
Russia’s President Vladimir Putin,
due to make a major address today
setting out aims for the second year of
what he now calls a proxy war against
the armed might of Washington and
Nato.

invasion,



DHAKA

DHAKA TUESDAY FEBRUARY 21, 2023
FALGUN 8, 1429 BS

The Baily Star

Bangabandhu’s
contribution was
erased: Hasina

PM slams moves to ‘undermine’
his role in Language Movement

UNB, Dhaka

Sheikh
Hasina yesterday
denounced attempts
o “undermine” the
contribution of Father of
the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in
the Language Movement.

“Bangabandhu was
jailed for waging the Language Movement. Why was he in
jail, if he had no contribution?” she asked after conferring
the Ekushey Padak to 19 eminent personalities and two
organisations at Osmani Memorial Auditorium in Dhaka.

Hasina said the “Joy Bangla” slogan, which inspired
the freedom fighters to make the ultimate sacrifice,
and the historic March 7 speech were banned after the
assassination of Bangabandhu in 1975.

“Actually, his name was obliterated from history. Not
only that, his contribution to the Language Movement
was erased,” she said. SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

Prime Minister

GULSHAN FIRE
Anwar never got to
see his child’s face

SHAHEEN MOLLAH with ABU BAKKAR SIDDIQUE

He was excited to see the face of his first baby and had
planned (o visit home to be with his wife in early March.

But his wish could not come true.

Thirty-year-old Anwar Hossain, who was the caretaker
of a flat of the 13-storey residential building that was
engulfed in a fire on Sunday night, succumbed to his
injuries.

While firefighters were desperately trying to douse
the blaze at the capital’s Gulshan, Anwar jumped off the
11th floor to save himself around 8:30pm. He was taken to
Dhaka Medical College Hospital, where he died at around
1:00am.

Anwar’s niece Rabeya Aktar said her uncle lived in
Bhola’s Borhanuddin upazila and got married about
three years ago.

SEE PAGE 5 COL 1

factory on the ground floor.

Families that lost their loved ones in the Churihatta fire in
February 2019 claim they barely got anything promised by

the government. An association of the victim families pressed
forward seven demands from an event near Hazi Wahed Mansion,
inset, yesterday, where the fire first started from a chemical

PHOTO: STAR

FOUR YEARS OF CHURIHATTA FIRE

Victim families still await
fair compensation

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
It was like hell on earth for people
living inside Hazi Wahed Mansion
in Churihatta area of Old Dhaka.
The fire started in a chemical
warehouse on the ground floor of
the five-story building and quickly
spread to three other nearby
buildings, including a community
centre.

Seventy one people were burnt
to ashes on that night on February
20,2019, while dozens were injured.
Even commuters and pedestrians

were Killed, demonstrating the
magnitude of the incident and how
dangerous chemical warehouses
can be inside residential premises.

For a year, the walls of the
building remained scorched black,
a thin film of soot covered the
burnt-out pillars and roofs and a
smell of burnt remnants wafted
through the air around it.

But, four years later, looking at
the Wahed Mansion, it’s impossible
to tell that 71 people were killed
by a chemical-fed fire in this very
building.

Visiting the place vyesterday,
this correspondent saw no burn
marks on the entire building. The
establishment looked somewhat
new as there was a fresh layer on
the building’s wall. Several private
banks rented the second floor
of the building to conduct their
operations. The ground floor of the
building was occupied by various
businesses, while the third and
fourth floors were being prepared
for rent.

So while it’s business as usual

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

SSC exams to
start April 30

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

lhl% year’s Secondary School Certificate and its
equivalent exams will start from April 30, about
two months later than the usual time, due to the
fallout of Covid-19 pandemic.

Usually, during the pre-Covid period, SSC
exams began in the first week of February.

Chairman of Dhaka Education Board Tapan
Kumar Sarkar yesterday said the exams will be
held on all subjects with full 100 marks but on
curtailed syllabuses.

The decision to shorten the syllabuses was

SEE PAGE 5 COL 1

CASE AGAINST DR YUNUS
No hearing till
March 27: SC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

lhc Appellate Division of the Supreme Court
yesterday said the labour court cannot hold
hearing on the charge framing in a case filed
against Nobel laureate and Grameen Telecom
Chairperson Dr Muhammad Yunus over violating
labour law till March 27.

The apex court asked Khurshid Alam Khan,
the lawyer for the Department of Inspection
for Factories and Establishments, not to place
argument before the labour court concerned on
the charge framing till that day.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

HC bars screening
of ‘Faraaz’ on'TV,
online platiorm

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday directed the government
to take necessary steps immediately to stop
screening and streaming of Indian movie “Faraaz”
on online platforms and televisions.

Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory
Commission and Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting have been asked to take steps in this
connection.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1
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Licences fake, gunsreal! Neglected for years

FROM PAGE 5
In 2014, he arrived in
Dhaka and started working
as a security guard. While
doing his job, he met
Polash and established a
good relationship.
Monowar then bought
illegal firearms and a fake
licence from Polash for Tk
2 lakh and started working

at a building of a financial
institute as a guard. Later,
he joined Polash’s illegal
nexus.

Monowar  used (o
bring firearms from the
border point. To dodge law
enforcers, the gang used
to smuggle firearms after
dismantling them into
small pieces, said Moin.

HC bars screening

FROM PAGE 3

The court also issued a rule
asking authorities of the
government (o explain why
their inaction to stop the
screening and streaming
of the movie on online
platforms, televisions and
cinema halls in Bangladesh
should not be declared

illegal.
The HC bench of Justice
Md Khasruzzaman and

Justice Md Igbal Kabir
Lytton passed the order
following a writ petition
filed by Ruba Ahmed,
mother of Abinta who
was Kkilled in the Holey
Artisan attack on July 1,
2016, seeking necessary
directives.

Farlier in the day, the
judges watched relevant
parts of the movie in
connection  with the

contents of the petition in
their chamber room.

Writ petitioner’s lawyer
Ahsanul Karim and Nahid
Sultana Juthi and Deputy

Attorney General Bepul
Bagmar were also present
there.  Senior  lawyer
Rokanuddin Mahmud
also appeared for the
petitioner.

Advocate Ahsanul

Karim told The Daily Star
that the HC did not say
anything about screening
of the movie in cinema
halls as the censor board’s
decision is needed to screen
any movie in cinema halls.
“We will move a prayer
before the High Court for
further order if the movie
Faraaz is screened in
cinema halls,” he added.
Ruba Ahmed filed the
petition on February 12.

Ensure basic facilities

FROM PAGE 5

city corporation o
those who are currently
unemployed. A process
in this regard has already
started, he said, citing
Taposh.

Rana however said they
have visited the selected
relocation site near the
current  Telugu colony,
but found no electricity or
sewerage facility.

He demanded the
mayor to build a sewerage
system and electric

connection before shifting
them there.

Among others Kajal
Debnath presidium
member of Bangladesh

Hindu-Boudha-Christian
Oikya Parishad Shamsul
Huda, executive director of
ALRD were present during
the visit.

Highlighting stories

FROM PAGE 5

Joynal Uddin, one of the
authors of the book, said,
“I have never come to the
book fair. This is the first
time I have set foot here.”

Faruk Ahmed, Mizanur
Rahman Saikat, Omar
Faruk and Mobarak
Hossain were ghost writers
of the stories.

Narayan, a rickshaw-
puller, designed the cover
of the book.

Salman  Khan Yasin,
head of public relations at
Bidyanondo, said, “A copy
of the book has been sent
to the authors. He saw his
own story in print. For
those who have not learned
to write on their own, this
joyous experience cannot
be described in words.”

“Through this book,
illiterate people, who have
been deprived throughout

their lives due to our social
system, get the chance to
have their stories out. Not
only that, they will also get
the price of the story. The
proceeds from this book
will be handed over to them
as royalties.”

Bangabandhu

FROM PAGE 3

While he was in jail,
student leaders used to
meet him and received
his instructions regarding
the Language Movement,
she said, adding that this
can be learnt by reading

the books “Oshomapto
Attojiboni (Unfinished
Memoirs)” and  “Secret

Documents Of Intelligence
Branch on Father Of The
Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman”.

FROM PAGE 5
spending Tk 17 lakh, in
February 2020.

The former mayor also
shifted the main altar of
Shaheed Minar from the
previous spot, much to
the dismay of concerned
citizens.

“We want restoration
of the original design,”
Language Movement hero
Abdul Quader Bhasani told
The Daily Star.

Meanwhile, incumbent
Mayor  Rezaul  Karim
Swapan recently
started renovating the

Shahid Minar again, by
demolishing some parts
of the newly constructed
altar.

Some trees also have
been felled in the name of
constructing the boundary
wall, they alleged.

Sufi Mohammad Taherul
Islam, founding director of

Lalmonirhat  Sangskritik
Kendra, said the heritage of
the old Shaheed Minar has
been destroyed through its
demolition.

“I filed an appeal
with the High Court on
March 22, 2020, urging
restoration of the Shaheed
Minar keeping its original
design,” Taherul said.

HC lawyer Advocate
Kazal Rashid said hearing
on the appeal will be held
soon.

Contacted, Mayor
Rezaul Karim Swapan
said parts of the altar of
the Shaheed Minar have
been demolished to make
space.

Meanwhile, as there was
no boundary wall, some
trees were felled to build
one to protect the Shaheed
Minar compound, he
added.

No hearing till March

FROM PAGE 3

A three-member bench
of the Appellate Division,
headed by Justice Md
Nuruzzaman, passed the
order during the hearing
of a petition filed by Dr
Yunus, seeking a stay on a
High Court verdict that on

August 17 last year cleared
the way for the labour court
to run trial proceedings of
the case.

The top court fixed
March 27 for further
hearing on the petition.

Barrister Abdullah Al
Mamun, who appeared for

Victim families still

FROM PAGE 3

again for the owners of
Wahed Mansion, the
same redemption  arc

was not seen in the cases
of survivors and victim
families.

As their loved ones
passed the last moments
of their life in agony, these
fire survivors were left with
a horrific memory that will
haunt them forever.

What’'s worse is, the
families of the victims
barely got anything
promised by the
government, they claimed.

While some of them

got jobs as cleaners,
they said it was far from
adequate  compensation

for them, who had lost the
sole breadwinner of their
families on that fateful
February night.

Hosne Ara lost her son
Reazaul Karim that night.

“I was given a job as a
cleaner on a daily wage
earner’s contract. I didn’t
get anything else. How is
that fair?” she asked with
teary eyes.

Fatema Akhter, who lost
her husband Faisal Sarwar
in the fire, echoed the same.

“I have (wo teenage
daughters. I got a job
from Dhaka South City
Corporation as a cleaner.
I's tough to run a family
with this income.”

“We heard there was a
Tk 30 crore fund for us. So
where did the money go?”
she asked.

Hazera Begum, who
also lost her husband in
this incident, said, “My
daughter’s age is now
26. 1 can’t even provide
for arrangements of her
marriage as I don’t have
any money left.”

Kalilur Rahman Miraz
lost his two brothers --
Mahbubur Rahman Raju
and Mohammad Masud
Rana in the Churihatta
fire. He was told that DSCC
allotted a shop for them
in the Palasi area. But the
hope was soon snatched
away from him.

“We deposited Tk 3 lakh
for the shop. But later,
DSCC said the market
doesn’t exist. So, they
returned our deposit. Now,
I don’t have anything.”

An association of the
victim families pressed
forward seven demands
from an event near the site.

Ashiq Uddin Soinik,
general secretary of the
association, said, some
of their demands include
exemplary punishment
for all accused in the
Churihatta fire case, fair
compensation  for  the
victim families, removal of
chemical warehouses from
residential areas and so on.

Ehsanul
Haque’s death
anniversary

STAR REPORT

Today is the
3rd death
anniversary
of Md
Ehsanul
Haque, a
freedom
fighter, scientist,

former
chief scientific officer of
Bangladesh  Council of

Scientific and Industrial
Research (BCSIR).

Through his research
work, he contributed
a lot for the welfare of
the country, said a press
release.

Family members of
Ehsanul Haque requested
his friends, admirers,
relatives and well-wishers
to pray for the salvation of
the departed soul.

Dr Yunus, told The Daily
Star that trial proceedings
will remain halted following
the SC order.

A labour court in
Dhaka on October 12, 2021
granted bail to the Nobel
laureate in the case.
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Memg No: CMCIURe-Teoder/Corrigendum/2022-2023/2 144

Government of The People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Office of The Director
Chittagong Medical College Hospital
www.cmch.gov.bd
Date; 20-02-2023

:e-GP Re-Tender Notice (Corrigendum):

The following comections &re hereby made on the tender Notice of Procurement of Eleotro-Medical Equipmeni & Non-MSR Goods Tender for Chittagong
Medical College Hospital in the fiscal year 2022-2023 vide the office Reference Mo, CMCH/Re-Tender/2022-2023/1978 Date: 15-02-2023

| Tender/ Propesal Last Selling Tender! Proposal Closing Tender! Propasal Opening
SL. Teader Namie of Gonds Dute & Time Date & Time Dute & Time
No. ] Previous Carrection Previous Correction Previous Correction
Timeline Maide Timeling Made Timell[ne Prlade
| 99T Procurcment of Cleaning Items for the 23-Feb-2023 | 23-Feb-2023 | 26-Feb-2023 | 27-Feb-2023 | 26-Feb-2023 | 27-Feb-2023
fiscal vear 2022-2023. 16:00 16:00 12:00 12:00 1200 12:00
5 — Procurement of Anesthesia Machine with 23-Feh-2023 23-Feb-2023 2-Feb-2023 27-Feb-2023 26-Feb-2023 27-Feb-2023
= Ventilator for the fiscal year 2022-2023, 600 | 1600 12:00 12:00 12:00 12:00
1 9GO0 Procurement of Flectrn Surgical Une (Dearhenmy 23-Feb-2023 2.Feb-2023 26-Feb-2023 27-Feb-2023 26-Feb-2023 27-Fab-2023
] Maching) 011 ser for the fiscal year 2022-2023 160 1600 12:00 12:00 12:441 12:00
i | 786691 Procurement of C C Camera & other 23-Feb-2023 | 01-Mar-2023 | 26-Feb-2023 | 02-Mar-2023 | 26-Feb-2023 | 02-Mar-2023
Wi - matenals for the fiscal year 2022-2023, 1600 16:00 1300 13:00 13:00 13:00

Gb-314

The other terms and conditions will remain unchanged,

{Brigadier General Md, Shamim Ahsan)
Directar
Chitiagong Medical College Hospiial
Telephone: +8802333360179
E-mal: comnchi@ hospr dghs. gov bd
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University Grants Commission of Bangladesh ,amrub

HIEF A494: ©9.05.0000,09¢, 95,050, 35,499
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website: www.ugc.gov.bd
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LOST NOTIFICATION

I'm Salma Akter, Daughter of Late Md. Ishak, Mother's Mame: Khadiza Begum,
My Birth Certificate No. 2002153784005488, NID No, 1502278672, Covid-19
Vaccine Card, Old Passport No. BOOTS4652 & New Passport No. AG40T2137,
American Resident Permit Card No. USCISH 066-876-544, American Health
Card, American Social Card, Air Ticket (tehad Airways Up & Down), Lost
Date 01-12-2022. GD No. 278 {Kotowali Thana), Date: 04-12-2022 & GD No.
255 {Halishahar Thana), Date: 05-02-2023. D21

fEfE-ayy

g5 EARHHTE ww e,
S reEmoe (SRR

Tz Greuts (o &= )
/32, e e ANE cE WS A (I TS0 @)
A&t #FB4, Braf-3o00
GRS e s d3ra-vo

waoa fqeafe

e ens anfw: fergmr “aw= 5.¢ (F8) 7% Teaeam
e i (OMR #itwz) € .¢ % geeis 197 &
FARIEA T wEE e dfedrm R we s
gfsfae @HRES “e-9 9as 58 € @6 P17 SEeE
AMAEAFS AT RGP A0 | W s
foreer  carg/ettaferes onfésr afiew/ffmer OMR #ifooz
ToadE FEAAE ANEE Weme! qFNE WA W Y
TEE TE 8 (W Bgw Aww e% wwes =iy e
wEE-97 Wew ww THHHT wm =W fre
mErem aameg W9 T® oxfon/aoye ©fFY e =iy
BEISIE 3T (9 do.oo 9 a08 [G@E ¢.00 9be)-a7
Ay GETSE @ HEHAT TYA 741 ANG 99 U8 coo/- TE
(BT FAfEE Ty w1 TG | WA ST o W5, 208 iy
W9 .00 9beE Wy 3RFEHES wrfmn afFe Gum
Wik T0e TA | 993 W weE wuee R weemmsR
(W T TAfEs o) WEY FEUENE (4R A
THED T (it S FHIA DI @ (I wEoE
afget A Aifes Faa wae! TEEE F0F |

o SRR I
Afew, wiEfaf

Nutification regarding issuance of summons by alternative method
Leamed In the Coun of 5th Joint District Judge, Dhaka,
Title Suit No. 276/2017

01) A. T. 5, Apparels Limited, House & 105, Flat # A2 {121 floor) Road ¥ 4,
Block #B Banani, Dhaka-1213. 02) A, T. 5. Pearl Limited, House & 105_ Flat

& A2 ( 1st floor), Road # 4, Block # B, Banani, Dhaka-1213. - Plaintiff,
VERSLUS
5.) ¥ & X Home Limited, Reg. Office, Apt. 904, 5 Piccadilly Place, Manchester

M1 3BP, United Kimgdom, And its Unit 3, Bradstone Road, Cheetham TTill,
Manchester, M8 WA, UK — Proforma-Defendant.

SUIT FOR DECLARATION. SUIT VALUED AT USD
1,238,742.88 EQUIVALENT TO TK. 18,11.14,298.992 ONLY.
Notice reparding issee of summons payable by alternative method under Rule

5 Qrder 20 0 Civil Procedure Act.
Teappears o this court that the defendants mentioned below are vying 1o avoid
the summons of this pile s WHEREAS notice of summons payahle 1o
appeir in this Court at the address indicated next w0 the mames ol the
defendunts was tssued o the alternative manner described below, The above
defendants or their desipnated representarives are directed to appear in this
Court an the next day of 28/02/2023 ar 9:30 a.m. If the defendants fail w
appear in this Court on the dae and time fixed, he/shedthey shall be deemed
not willing 1o contest the said suit and the proceedings of the said sui <hall
proceed in hisher absence. By order of
Serestadar
sth Joint District Judge, Dhaka.

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BANGILADESH
HIGH COURT DIVISION
(STATUARY ORIGINAL JURISDICTION)

COMPANY MATTER NQ. S OF 2023

(An application under section 241 rend with

seolm 242 of the Compamies Act, 19494)
Mouostafizur Rahman and others cocnee Petitioners
-Versus-
Ring 11D BD Lul. and Oihers . Respondents

Notice is hereby piven to all concerned that an application under
section 241 read with section 242 of the Companies Act. 1994 for
winding up of the Respondent No. | Company (Ring ID BD Lid. ) and
fior obtaining other necessary declarations from the Hon'ble High
Court as specilically  elaborated in the prayer portion ol the
Application has been filed and moved before the Hon'ble High Court
Division of the Supreme Court of Bangladesh. The Hon'ble Company
Bench comprising of his Lordship Mr. Justice Khizir Ahmed
Choudhury, on 16.0]1.2023, upon hearing the leamed Advocate and
perusing the application along with documents annexed therewith,
wis plensed to admit the appheation and directed to ssue notices to
the Respondents.

Any person or persons having interest in the said application may

appear either personally or through duly authorized Advocate on or

before the date so fixed. Copy of the Application may be collected
from the undersigned upon payment of

NECCRSAry costs.

{Barrister Md, Yousuf Ali)

Advocale,

Supreme Court of Bangladesh

ATTORNEYS, House No. 487

(2Znd Floor), Road No, 32, New DOHS

Mohakhali, Dhaka-1206.
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LALMONIRHAT SHAHEED MINAR

Neglected

for

years on end

Thana Road in the district town, has long been neglected

by the authorities.

Despite repeated pleas from residents, no permanent
steps have been taken to preserve the sanctity of the

structure.

Activists of the Language Movement, freedom fighters,
political and cultural activists together built the Shaheed

Minar in 1972.

Since its establishment, the Central Shaheed Minar
has been a meeting place for the cultural and political
activists, teachers, students and progressive minded

people of the district.

The authorities concerned only seem to care about the
dignity and beautification of the place before February 21

every year, said locals.

Besides, locals expressed their dissatisfaction as the
original design of the Shaheed Minar was changed during

its renovation work in 2020.

A number of local cultural activists alleged that former
mayor of Lalmonirhat Municipality Riazul Islam Rintu
demolished the old Shaheed Minar and renovated it,

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

AMAR EKUSHEY BOI MELA
Highlighting stories
of the overlooked

Becoming a writer was always a distant dream of theirs.
But due to harsh realities of life and meagre income, they
had to sustain themselves first. In the process, they had to
bury that dream a long time ago.

Little did they know, that distant dream would become

a reality.

In thisyear’s Ekushey Boi Mela, Bidyanondo Prakashani
has published a book titled “Nirokkhorer Golpoguccho”
in translation “stories of the illiterate” .

The writers of the 12 story compilation are - Joynal
Uddin, Mainuddin Majhi, Ruhul Amin, Zakir Patwari,
Sirajul Islam, Moslem Howlader, Asutosh Chakraborty,
Naren Mondal, Momela Bibi, Shahidul Shikder, Bidhan
Howlader, Zakir Hossain and Karim Ullah.

PRAYER
TIMING

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

Fazr | Zohr | Asr | Maghrib | Esha

Azan| 50 | 1245|430 | 6-03 |7-30

iMi
. . Jamaat

5551 1-15 14-45| 6-07 |8-00
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Renovation work of the Central Shaheed Minar on Thana Road in Lalmonirhat town goes on in the month of
February. The photo was taken a few days ago.

PHOTO: STAR

Ensure basic facilities
betore relocation

Demands Telegu community

of a church of the community.

community have agreed (o be
shifted to a new place, but they want
a house each and some essential
utility facilities before leaving their

current location.

They made the demand when
general secretary of Bangladesh
Hindu-Boudha-Christian
Parishad Rana Dasgupta informed
them about the assurance of DSCC
Mayor Sheikh Fazle Noor Taposh
that they will be shifted to buildings

in future.

“As long as temporary houses
on the new location are not built,
authorities should not demolish
our houses,” said Maria Das, priest

evict the colony.

On
demolished
Oikya

in Dhalpur.
The colony,

is still intact.

Around 1,200 residents of the
Telugu community living at No-
14 Outfall Colony at Dhalpur, are
currently in constant fear of getting
ousted, after Dhaka South City
Corporation’s alleged directive to

February
around
structures -- which it identified as
illegal — to recover 15 acres of land

churches, one temple and a school,

While visiting Telegu colony
residents yesterday, Rana stated
that he and other leaders of rights
organisations met

Taposh on Sunday, who assured
them of building temporary houses
for all Telugu families on a five-acre
plot of land.

While visiting the colony, Rana
informed the victims that the mayor
also assured them that they will be

shifted to permanent buildings in

12,  DSCC

1,000

future.

Two buildings have already been
constructed
families have been shifted and

where 120 Telugu

two more buildings will also be

with its two

mayor.

with  Mayor

Rana also
assured the Telugu community
to provide jobs gradually in the

constructed where 130 others will
be shifted, said Rana, quoting the

said the mayor

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

Licences fake,
ouns real!

Rab arrests 6 of a firearm-
smuggling gang

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

through the group.

Rashidul Islam, 40,
Nazim Molla, 35,
Maruf Hossain, 24,
and Naimul Islam,
22.

A team of Rab-2
also seized a foreign
pistol, seven one-
barrel guns, two
magazines, over a
hundred rounds of
bullets of different
weapons, and 19

security agency.

a private bank.

said Rab.

after eighth grade.

First, they buy each weapon for Tk 10,000 to
20,000 in India and smuggle it into Bangladesh
through Dinajpur. The gang then sells the firearm
for a hefty price of Tk 2 to 3 lakh.

To use guns, one needs a government-approved
firearm licence. And the gang got that covered
as well. Generally, it takes almost a year to get a
licence, but one can get a fake one in just five days

In this way, a transnational gang has been
involved in selling illegal firearms.

The more alarming part is that using these fake
licences and firearms, at least two dozen people
are now working at buildings of different financial
institutes as security guards.

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) disclosed this after
claiming to have arrested the mastermind of the
gang -- Polash Sheikh, 32 -- and his five associates
from different areas of the capital on Sunday.

The other arrestees are Monowar Hossain, 32,

Using these fake
licences and
firearms, at least
two dozen people
are now working
at buildings of
different financial
institutes as
security guards.

seals of different government officials.

Commander Khandaker Al Moin, director of
Rab’s legal and media wing, gave this information
while addressing a briefing at the capital’s Rab
media centre yesterday.

According to Rab officials, Polash passed his
SSC exam in 2004 and arrived in Dhaka in 2013.
He then started working as a guard under a

In 2015, he bought an illegal firearm with a fake
licence and got appointed as a security guard for

This eventually led to his path of crime, as he
then started smuggling and selling firearms after
forming a gang of four to five members, said Moin.

Using his experience, Polash used to offer
security-guard jobs with a salary of Tk 30,000 to
32,000, and in the process, sell the illegal firearms,

Arrestee Monowar did not continue his studies

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

Anwar never

FROM PAGE 3

He went to his village about
two months ago to see his
wife, who was expecting on
February 7. He sought leave
from the flat owner but was
asked to go later during
the delivery period, said
Rabeya.

“My grandma came to
Dhaka a few days ago. She
will leave for the village
today [yesterday]. Uncle
[Anwar] had told grandma
to take some money for
his wife before leaving for
home,” she said.

“Instead of taking the
money home, now she’ll
return with her son’s dead
body,” she said.

Like Anwar, Razib Peres,
a cook of another flat in
the apartment complex,
jumped off the balcony
on the 10th floor to save
himself from the blaze.

A father of two siblings,
Razib hailed from Paoran
village in Nagori union
of Gazipur’s Kaliganj
upazila.

After hearing the news
of the fire, Sajib Peres, his
younger brother, rushed to
Gulshan.

“He was on the 10th
floor. We were talking to
him on the phone. He was
telling me how he could
save himself from the fire,”
said Sajib.

“He didn’t tell me once
about jumping off the
balcony,” he said, adding
that he found his brother
unconscious inside an
ambulance.

“He was alive for about
one hour,” he said.

Rajib’s daughter is a
seventh grader and his son
studies in second grade.

“We're a joint family.
And now we’ve lost our
breadwinner,” he added.

SSC exams

FROM PAGE 3
made considering the fact
that the candidates of these
public exams have fewer in-
person classes compared to
the pre-Covid period.
Schools remained
closed from March 17,
2020, to September 11,
2021, and from January
20 to February 21, this year
because of Covid-19.

Death toll now 2, probe on

FROM PAGE 12
respond to fires with initial
firefighting.  “But  the

residents of this building
had no training on it and
they could not respond to
the incident accordingly,”
he said.

Replying to a query, he
said the two died as they
jumped off the building.
“We repeatedly told them
not to jump. After some
time, our firefighters with
breathing gear entered
the building and rescued
trapped victims alive,” he
said.

One person who jumped
off the building to avoid the
blaze died yesterday, raising
the death toll to two.

Mohammad Raju, 30, who
was a cook in an apartment
on the 12th floor, died
around 3:30am yesterday at a
hospital in Gulshan.

On Sunday night, Anwar
Hossain, 32, died.

Three people are under
treatment at the Sheikh
Hasina National Institute of
Burn and Plastic Surgery.

The fire began around
7:00pm on the sixth floor
and spread up to the 12th
floor. It could be brought
under control  around
11:00pm with the efforts of
firefighters who were joined
at one point by the air force
and army personnel.

Firefighters rescued
22 people, including 11
women and a child, from
the building on Road-104
of Gulshan-2.

The fire could have
originated from a short
circuit inside the building’s
lift which then spread
quickly due to the wooden
décor inside the lift, Brig
Gen Md Main Uddin,
director general of Fire
Service and Civil Defence,
told The Daily Star.

He said wood had been
used a lot for interior
decoration in the building
and that could be a reason
for the fire spreading this

quickly.

Two firefighters who
conducted the search
operation told this

newspaper that ducts from
the third to the 11th floors
were badly burnt and those
had electrical lines. The gas
line was close by too. The
ducts were next to the lift.

Engineer Mahfuzul
Hasan, who worked at
the building during
construction, claimed that
the building had a central
AC system which helped
the fire spread.

He also claimed that the
10th floor was damaged the
most and that floors 10 and
11 belonged to a garment
factory owner.

Mohammad Sajal, a
caretaker of a flat, told
The Daily Star that he and
his colleagues first heard
the fire alarm at 6:35pm
and then they called the
reception.

“When  the  smoke
was rushing in, we went
downstairs  [from  the
sixth floor| with a fire
extinguisher. We  first
saw the fire near one of
the two staircases ... . We
somehow managed to get
down from the building.
The fire spread to the
whole building through
the central AC system,” he
suspected.

Visiting the spot
yesterday, DNCC Mayor
Atiqul Islam claimed that
the building was compliant
and that it followed every
code stipulated by Rajuk.
But unfortunately, the
residents of the building
did not have training on
how to respond to fires.

PM confers

FROM PAGE 2
and Maniruzzaman in
language and literature.
Meanwhile, Bangladesh
National Museum received
the award in the category
of education and the
Bidyanondo Foundation in
social service.
Fach awardee received

a gold medal, a replica
of a medal, a certificate
of honour, and a cheque
worth Tk 4 lakh.

KM Khalid state
minister  for cultural
affairs chaired the award-
giving ceremony, while Md
Mahbub Hossain, cabinet
secretary, conducted it and

The mayor said the
extinguishing of the fire
and the rescue efforts
were hampered due to
the huge crowd blocking
surrounding roads.
NO FIRE STATION
GULSHAN, BANANI
There is no fire station
in Gulshan and Banani
areas which sometimes
causes delays in firefighters
reaching those areas, fire
service officials said.

However, firefighters
managed to reach the
spot within 10 minutes
of receiving the call. The
neighbourhoods need
a fire station close by as
unfavourable  conditions
in future could delay fire
service response, they said.

Brig Gen Main Uddin
said they wrote to the
DNCC for space to establish
fire stations in Gulshan and
Banani but did not get any
response.

Mayor Atiqul said the
city corporation does not
have any piece of land to
allocate and it was Rajuk
that allocates plots.

“The fire department
should write to Rajuk, not
the city corporation,” he said.

As there is no fire station
in Gulshan and Banani,
fire engines from Bhatara
respond to incidents in
those areas.

During a spot visit
yesterday afternoon, police
were seen guarding the
building. Not even caretakers
and guards were allowed in.

Med diet linked

IN

FROM PAGE 12

ICB is a relatively new
and highly  successful
treatment against

severe cancers used in
immunotherapy to boost
the immune system.

read out the citations of the
award recipients.

Md Abul Monsur,
cultural affairs secretary,
delivered the welcome
address.

The Ekushey Padak was
introduced in memory of
the martyrs of the 1952
Language Movement.

EC asks for Tk 3,954 cr

FROM PAGE 2
to EC on Thursday.

The EC in August last
year started assessing the
EVMs as it decided to use
the machines in highest 150
constituencies. At that time,
EC officials said they would
be able to hold elections to
70-80 constituencies with
the EVMs and that they
would need to procure more
machines if they were to use
them in up to 150 seats.

Accordingly, the
commission prepared a
project involving Tk 8,711
crore to buy 2 lakh new
EVMs. But the government
in January shelved the

project, forcing the
commission to reconsider
its plan.

An internal EC workshop
in September 2022 was told
that there were 93,000
EVMs at the commission’s
field offices and schools in
districts and upazilas across
the country. About 30
percent of those machines
were unusable.

EVM project officials said
75404 EVMSs are stored
now at field offices, 73,810
at BMTF and the rest at the
EVM customisation centre.

So far, the quality
checking of EVMs in five
out of 10 EC regions has

been completed.

A total of 43,624 more
were checked and 27,223
or 62 percent of them
apparently need repairs.

At least 25,000 EVMs
in five other regions may
require repairs.

EC sources said that they
usually need more money
in the national election
year than other years. From
July 2023 to June 2024,
the commission will also
need to hold upazila polls
in several phases.

Besides, the EC will
have to conduct Gazipur
City Corporation polls
between March 11 and

Govt body starts with learning

FROM PAGE 2

wanted to know the
pricing system of the
companies concerned,”

said a committee member,
wishing anonymity.

The member  said,
“limported] Coal is a new
fuel for our country. We
had no idea about its
pricing when we signed
the deals with different
power producers. The first
meeting was a kind of a
learning session.”

The official said top
officials of two coal-
based power companies

operating in the country --
Payra and Rampal -- joined
the meeting virtually.

A recent power cell
analysis found that Adani
was buying coal at higher
prices than other local
power plants were buying.

It estimated Adani
plant’s coal price at $346
per tonne whereas Payra
plant buys for $245 a
tonne.

According to a Power
Development Board
schedule, the country is
likely to import 750MW of
electricity from an Adani

Power Plant in Jharkhand
of India from March.

Talking to this
correspondent after
yesterday’s meeting, (wo
members of the committee
said they have recently
asked for a revision of
power purchase agreement
with Adani owing to high
coal price.

“But we need to know
the pricing system in the
international market to
negotiate with them and
that is why the committee
was formed,” said one of
the members.

September 10, Khulna City
Corporation and Rajshahi
City Corporation elections
between April 13 and
October 10, Barishal City
Corporation polls between
May 14 and November 13,
and Sylhet City Corporation
clections between May 6
and November 5.

EC officials said Tk 700
crore was allocated for the
last national polls held in
December 2018. The figure
was Tk 500 crore for the
JS polls held in January
2014, but the commission
needed to spend Tk 265
crore as 153 MPs were
clected unopposed.

New 6.4-magnitude
FROM PAGE 12

A few metres away, a digger
was clearing a road was
covered with rubble after
the new quake.

AFTERSHOCKS

“This one just fell,” a
rescuer said, referring to a
collapsed building.

Hatay province is on the
Mediterranean Sea and
the disaster agency said
the sea level could rise by
50 centimetres, warning
people to stay away from
the coast.
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Today 15 21 Februnry, The great "Shaheed Day (Martyrs Day)' and ‘International
Mother Langusge Duy'. On this memoreble day, | recall Salam, Buarkat, Rafig,
Jabbar, Shatiur and muany anonymous language martyrs with deep homage who
laid down their lives to cstablish the right of mother tongue Bangla. On the
oceasion of International Mother Language Day 2023, T éxtend my sincere
grestings and congratulations to the people of various languages of the world
mecluding Bangla and other ethnic groups.

The great Language Movement is an unforgettable event in our national story.
Today, | remember with profound respect, Father of the Mation Bangahandhu
Shetkh Mupibur Rahman, who led Swfodilis Rashirobhasa Sangram Farishad
(All Parly State Language Action Commifte), formed in 1948 and consequently
wis imprisoned. [ recall all the language activists including the then Member of
Croncpartshad (Constituent Assembly) Dhirendrunath Dutts, whose farsightedness,
boundless sacrifice, coursge, organizational skills and instantancous decision
resulted in the final outeome of the language movement on February 21, 1952 and
consequently, Bangalees achieved their right of mother tongue.

In 1947, on the basis of Twa Nation Theory, the British-ruled India was split into
twir countries- India and Pakistan, With thousand kilometers apart, East and West
Pakistan had C|.-|||[31cl:|_\.' different languages and cultures, Therefore, when Urdua
was declared as the only state language of Pakistan, the Bangalee Nation took to
the streets in protest to protect the status of their mother tongue ‘Bangla'. Basically
the Lemguu;;e Movement was (he movement (o establish the t‘iglll ol our mother
tongue s well as to protect our ethnicity, self-entity and cultural distinetion. The
imperishable spirit of Amar Ekuskey (Immortal Shaheed Day) gave us endless
inspiration and immense courage in achicving our rights to sclf- determination,
struggle for freedom and the War of Liberation. With the bloodshed passages of
Language Movement of February, we achieved the recognition of Bangla as our
mother tonpue and consequently, we attained our long-cherished Independence in
1971 under the charismatic leadership of the greatest Bangalee of all time, Father
of the Nation Bangahandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

February 21 has now been recognized by the United Nations as the "International
Mother Language Day' with the spontancous willingness and sincere endeavour
of Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasma along with the primury efforts of some
Bangladeshi expatriates in 1999. As the Bangalee nation, it is one of the great
achicvements for us. It is a unique cclebration in protceting mother tongue as well
as own culture and heritage.

The spirit of Amar Ekushey is now the incessant source of inspiration for
protecting own languages and culture of peoples of different languages in the
world. Bul we have to be more diligent in proper practice and preservation of
Bengali language and culture. With the hlessings of information technology, we
are now the inhabitants of a single global village. Therefore, to maintain pace of
advancement with the developed world, our present geperation has fo attain
necessary skills i different languages which aré recognized as inlemational
communicetion media. | believe that observing the Internutional Mother
Language Day will play a positive role in the development and preservation of
our own language as well as in building a sustainable future through multilingual
education - this is our expectation.

Embracing the spirit of Amar Ekushzy, et mutual respect be awakened among the
people of different lanpuapes and cultures of the world, let & colorful world
without discrimination be developed - it is my expectation on Shaheed Day and
Intemnational Mother Language Day.

Joi Bangla.
Ehodi Hufer, May Bingladesh Live Forever.

o

ot

IR
Md. Ahdul Hamid _/

A Slice of Ekush in the Sky of Memory

Abed Khan

ONE
Let me start this write-up with a childhood memory, It was many years ago,
at the beginning of 1950s. [ was then a child of about six or seven years.
While dwelling on the topic, [ should mention that | may not be able to
identify the house of Number-25 Basubazar Lane if 1 look at it now. The
picture that was originally mgrained in my heart does not resemble the
Rasubazar Lane of today. T have witnessad my childhood, adolescence and
| the incomparable affluence of a wild, lively youth from that house of
Basubazar Lane.
If T close my eyes, | can still visualise myself roaming
around in that meighbourhood during grey
fopey days or in the middle of night. There

wy

factory., The trains used to ply from
Dhaka's Phulbaria Station o Namyanganj
via Gunduria with o pratthng sound. That
boy used to run with all his might wowards
the railway-line the moment he heard the
whistle of train. Sometimes he looked on
with amazement at the row of small

people who were caught in those
frames. the hoy thought to himself that
he would never see those people again,
Sometimes, he used to sing by

= synchronising his voice with the
sound of the engine; ‘Shall go 1o
Dhaka, and devour humans; shall
go 1o Dhaka, and devour humans”,
It seemed (o him that the train
was moving with tremendous
speed by uttering such vicious words.
An eye that was set atop the engine's
front appeared like a one-eyed monster

mentioned in the tale of Sindbad. There was a chimney on its neck, and black
sinoke of coal gushed out of it and flew in the opposite direction; the smoke
Lhen fadied by spreading n all directions, Following (he departure of the tram,
thut boy used to touch the mil-line 10 gauge its emperature generafed by
friction. He put his car on the line to listen to the train’s prattling sound for
cstimating its distance from the spot. He had so many games (o play on the
railway-line, such as, counting the number of lines he walked on; arranging
pieces of tocks on the lines to test the accuracy of his hand in hitting;
oecasionally determining the train’s speed by holding a finger before his
eyes! | heard that dead people used to be thrown out of the train’s doors
during the riot of 19505 after they were cut to pieces. 1t was said that the
skeletons of those people could be found in the jungles adjacent to the
rail-lines. We had a *Jyatha-moshai” (elder uncle) in our neighbourhood, The
shop of Brajabur wsed (o stund exactly epposite (o our Number-235 Basubazar

residence. I shall retumn to the subject of Brujahari later on. Let me now dwell

on Jyatha-moshai.

He had spherical spectacles on his eyes. His eyes seemed to be popping out
from the other side through the heavy glasses; he had white prickly beards, a
bald head, and almost empty row of teeth. His skin appeared to be hanging
from his body; (here were clear sipns of poverty on the facial marks; he had a
burmt physique and his dress (dhoti or loin-cloth) was raised up to the knee,
He used to make broom-sticks by cutting bamboo, Then those were tied with
strings. | used to visit this Jyvatha-moshai almost every noon. | used to go there
by avoiding the mid-day naps and cvading the eyes of elders in the house. He
used to hive in the outer room of the single-storey skeletal red house beside
Brajahari’s shop. Jyatha-moshai could tell stories accompanied by physical
gestures. Sometimes the stories were of figers, sometimes of ghosts, and
sometimes of Kings. How wonderfuilly he narrated the tales of Ramayana and
Mahabharata! Tt seemed to me that T could see everything before my eyes:
Rama was poing for an exile of fourteen years, Dasharatha was becoming
sick, Manthara was whispering into the ears of Kaikeyi. I could also visualise
the gume of Pashy played by Shokuni Mams, the chanot-ride of Arjuna, Sn
Krishna Sarathy, This Jyatha-moshai also spoke about the rail-line: none
should walk over this line alone at night! Those who died after being over-run
by train, or those who died due to fital accidents walked at night on those
ratlway lines! | was quite thrilled when Jyatha-moshai narrated his tales.
When the times reclined on the shoulder of evenings after crossing noon and
aflernoons, Jyatha-moshai appeared to me 1o be one of those who roamed al
night on the ruilway hne. My physique used 1o freees oul of fear, bul T still
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train-windows. While looking at the |
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IMMORTAL EKUSHEY'

Martyrs Day
&
International Mother Language Day

went to him due to a strange attraction. Smilingly, he made me sit by his side whenever 1 went, There was arrangement
for cooking on the back-gide of that house. There were various types of boxes, bottles, ting, jars, and many other things
at that place! lyatha-moshai used to bring two *Batasha® (sweets) for me from there, If there were no sweets, then he
used o put at least some sugar on my palm. Then after talking about different things, he vsed to enter the kingdom of
slories al some poinl. I shall return (o the subject of Jyatha-moshai Later on. Now il is the turn of Brajahari's shop.
Maybe Brajahari’s shop did not have numerous commodities. But many goods were also available there. [ was never
concerned about all the items, My eves used 1o focus only on the rows of jars in front, They contained lozenges, sweets,
and a type of Sandesh (sweetmeat made from posset). They tasted wonderful. While opening his shop in the mormning,
Brajahari used to scatter a basket of puffed rice on the road and rooftop of the shop, and called in a melodious voice -
Come, come... Then a flock of erows would come down, The more the gathering of crows, the more would there be
customers on the day. Brajahari’s shop was inaugurated
daily with such a weird beliel, My childhood and
adolescent duys began by wilnessing such scenes
routinely on a daily basis.

Or home was dreadfully silent one morning in February.
We were reading our textbooks as in every other day,
Mother and aunts were sitting on the compound to shice
vegetahles for cooking. The males had gone out of the
house. Father wenlt 1o office, the brothers to their woark. 1
wias pluying with the wheels of a cyele. What way the
time then? Hardly 11 or 11.30 a.m.! The clders in the
house were discussing during the previous night that
something terrible might happen on the following day.
Therefore, none should travel to town, But nobody
heeded that warning after father had gone to office. News
came towards 11.30 am. Shots were fired at the students
on the university campus. Everybody’s face went pale.
People were worried about those who had gone out.
There was no way one could know. Nobody told e
aboul the firing; T was also nol of that age. I was only
guessing by looking at others™ fuces, | did not know who
had passed on that information. | only saw the shadows
of anxicty and sorrow on those faces. Mother told me:
Daon’t do anything naughty, and don’t venture outside the
house. I was also cautioned that the police might take me
away if | went out. There were thousands of questions in
my mind: Why would the police take me away, why
should they fire? How did the police look like? T was
earlier told about the appearances of the police — they
wore khaki half-pant and half-shirt; they had round and
red eyes below thick and dense eyebrows; (hey had caps on the head, sticks in himd. Father used (o suy, the police would
severely beat up those who were Imughl:,', After that, | could :u,th'l}' be made o |-U:,‘l:l“ quigt by l.'l1]l[1E the per il of the pu]in,'l:.
But at that juncture, innumerable guestions were being raised inside my head: Why did the police fire? Were the
students doing anything naughty”? All inhabitants of the house were conversing with a serious face, and [ was (rying o0
find answers (o my questions by looking at their mouths.

Many people from the neighbourhood then arrived at our house in search of news. One of my maternal uncles (mama)
suddenly came in. He was also carrying the news of firing. The vague words that were circulating around till then finally
ook a concretle shape. Getiing tired, my mama sat down on the steps and sought a glass of water. There was excilemeni
among the females in the household. Some brought water for him. Some brought sweets made of puffed rice on a plate.
| was listening to them while driving a wheel on the compound. | could gather that the police were not allowing the
students to come out on the roads. But the police opened fire when the students did not obey their order; some were cven
taken away. After this, the vehicles stopped plying on the roads; many people brought out processions. T was looking at
the faces, and a strange pain was piling up inside me. Why should the police open fire? Won't the person shot get killed!
Why should he die? While telling me a story a few days ago, one of my brothers told me that the students wanted to
speak in Bangla, call their mothers ‘ma’; the police were anpry with them because of that, T asked mysell: What should
1 do’? T conld not sp-:ilk any other lﬂrjgl.lay,:: and could not call my mother in any other Wy, Without knnwing the dclai].\__
it seemed to me that the students were doing the right thing; but | was not old enough then to judge what was right, or

child inside me was craving to do something immediately, But some pairs of alerl eyes were guarding me. I could not
fathom what | should do.

A tremendous restlessness was crushing me from inside. Suddenly I rushed out of the house by evading all eves, crossed
the boundary, and hit the road. Then | ran through the alleyway of Basubazar and reached the road-crossing. There, the
rickshaw driver Shukur Mia was sitting in front of the Pathshala (school) of Pundit Jaggeshwar. He was waiting for a
passenger while sitting on his seat — putting one foat over the other. Without allowing him any time, | immediately
punctured the tyre of the rickshaw's right wheel. Shukur Mia gave out a cry. By that time, my mama, one of my cousins
and a few other people arrived on the scene. They carried me home by hilling me up on their hands. There was a black
rectangular papér on my mami’s chest. On it was written, *We wanlt state language Bangla®, Before my very eyes, that
black paper suddenly started to grow in size, became huge, and then covered the entire sky — the whole world. And those
words on that paper began 1o dance belore my eves by becoming incredibly powerful. I then covered my cyes with my
two hands, Remaining captive in mama’s hands and oscillating on his lap, I was moving towards that small-sized prison
of sorts at Number-25 Basubazar Lane.

WO

I am divulging a small piece of infermation here, T got it from the repository of my affectionate junior Mujtaba Soud. 1
express my indebtedness to him for this, The incident was of 1971, when the Pakistani invading forces had swooped on
the innocent Bangali Nation with ultra-modern lethal weapons in the darkness of mght.

The shooling of & Hindi cinemna was in progress al Mumbai then. A few thousand watts of light had illuminated the
studio. Some photographers were sitting with their fingers on the shutters of the camerus, The sound-recorder, director,
and producer were waiting enxiously, They were in fact waiting breathlessly — when would she arrive? The heroine
entered the studio soon afterwards. But she wore no make-up, her face was saddened, and her looks exhibited sorrow,
resentment, and vulnerability. She mutiered vaguely — ‘pack up’. She did not speak to anyone, but only searched for a

jourmnalist named Subrata Bandopadhyay. At that time, Mumbai boasted of top-class artistes from the Indian filmdom.
The heroine was quite insistent. She informed everyone about the crackdown of the Pakistanis on the innocent-unarmed
Bangalis. That heroine who was terribly upset by the news of that dark night, who called on the Indian artistes and
technicians of film industry for halting the shooting of cinemas, who made a clarion call to stand by the disaster-struck
Rangalis in the face of barbaric assault by the Pakistani forces coupled with most despicahle brutality in history was
none other than the legendary aciness Waheeda Rehman. She was born in this month of February.

Not only Waheeda Rehman, none of the Indian artistes, writers, poets, litterateurs, drama artistes and painters were alool
from this. The whole of India roared our against the horrendous scorching of humanism on that night. The key linkage was
their commitment to stand up against any kind of assault on languages and cultures.

Through the lunguage movement ol February, the whole of mankind was given a message: There is no allernative o
| resistance und unity for combating the evil foree that seled sgamst mother linguages, cullurul nights and henitages of
humans, the ideals of a nation, and the flourishing of modem consciousness. It is not right to paint the laenguage
movement of 1952 as mercly a day of protests, Deprivations, cxplotlations, repression, class conflicts over a long period
| push mankind to the threshold of eruption. The movement of 1952 was similarly an explosion that was consolidated bit
by bit, If we look at the history of mankind, we can realize this truth — a system evolved over time, the empire and
emperor arrived, humanity observed the bragping of the powerful. Many ups and downs, ascents and descents occurred
over the canvas of time. But even then, the struggles of mankind have prevailed.

THREE

Just as the play ‘Ilamlet’ cannot be staged without the Prince of Denmark, similarly the history of language movement,
or the search for the ethos of the Bangali nation, the long strupgeles, and the history of the Banpali nation's honour cannot
be retraced without mentioning the greatest Bangali ofall time — Bangabandho Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, as that narrative
would amount to a denial of history, His life implied the history of Bangalis, the emergence of a nation-state and its
annals of struggles, the birth and flourishing of a national ethos on this globe. Therefore, we salute with reverence that
massiveness where the amazement of 4 buddmg lesnager while viewing (he sky and the holistic journey of our languags
movement gets fully dissolved. Joy Bangla.

{The writer is editor of Dainik Jagoran, and chief editor of Dainik Kalbela. )

Translation: Dr Helal Uddin Ahmed

what was wrong. When my father was speaking about the firing incidents at noon on that day, the seven year-old restless |
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Message

On the occasion of the great Martyrs' Day and International Mother Languape
Day, | pay my homage 1o the people of all languages and cultures of the world,
including Bengali. UNESCO and Bangladesh have heen jointly celebrating this
day with due dignity since 2000. This year's theme of the day- “muliilingual
euhucalion- a necessity du fransform eshesation’- which 1 think is perfect

The importance of the lunguage movement m the hislory of the Bengali
liberation struggle is immense. The foundation for a non-communal,
democratic, language-bascd statc system was laid through this movement. On
this day in 1952, Abul Barkat, Abdul Jabbar, Abdus Salam, Rafiquddin Ahmad,
Shafiur Rahman, and many others sacrificed their lives to protect the dignity of
our mother language Bengall. [ pay my profound respects to the memory of the
martyrs of all languages, including Bengali; I remember with deep tribute all the
language movement activists, including the Greatest Bengali of all time, the
Father of the Nation, RBangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, whose supreme
sacrifices and struggle elevated the esteem of our mother, land, and people.

The glorious history of (ke language movement of the Bengali from 1947 (o
1952 15 a source of inspirution in our nutional life from time and again. The
Father of the MNation was repeatedly imprisoncd for lcading the language
movement. Al the Education Conference held in Karachi on 27 November
1947, Urdu was decided to be the state |3ngu45: of Pakistan. When the news
reached Dhaka, the students of Dhaka University immediately protesied in
front of Khawaja Nazimuddin's residence. Shortly afterward, Sheikh Mujib, a
law student at Dhaka University, used his organizational experience 1o play a
vital role in establishing the Chhatra League in Dhaka on 4 January 1948, In
the first session of the Constituent Assembly on 23 February, Dhirendranath
Datta of Comilla moved an amendment proposal demanding the inclusion of
Bengali us the imguage of the Assembly. Rejecting the proposal, Khawajn
Nazimuddin declared in the Legislative Assembly thut the people of East
Bengal would accept Urdu as the state language. But to counter the reckless
decigion of Nazimuddin, an all-party Chhatra Sangram Parishad was formed
on 2 March at Fazlul Hague Hall of Dhaka University comprising Chhatra
League, Tamaddun Majlish, and other parties. Many language movement
activists, including Sheikh Mujib, were arrested in front of the Secretariat for
leading the strike on 11 March and were released on 15 March. Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman led a rally under the historic mango tree at Dhaka
University. On 21 March, Jinnah spoke out boastfully in favor of Urdu af the
Dhaka Racecourse Ground. While declaring Urdu as the stale language of
Pakistan at the students’ convocation on 24 March at Curzon Hall, the students
immediately protested,

To transform the language movement info & national campaign, Sheikh Mujib
organized & nationwide tour plan and participated in an extensive campaign, and
addressed in rallies. e was arrested from Fanidpur on 11 September 1948 and
released on 21 January 1949, He was arrested again on 19 April and released in
July, He was detained again on 14 October 1949 and released on 27 February
1952, Sheikh Mujib had been in touch with language movement activists and
Chhatra League leaders from 1 January 1950 while in Dhaka Central Jail and
had given various suggestions to add momentum (o the movement. He sent
memos (o the three messengers on 3 February 1952 (o call for a nationwide
strike on 21 February. The jail suthorities shifted Sheikh Mujib from Dhaka to
Faridpur Jail on 16 February while he went on a hunger stnke.

The budgetary scssion of the East Bengal Exceutive Council was scheduled on
21 February 1952, Following the advice and instructions of Sheikh Mujib, 2
general sirike was called all over the couniry on that day. Students viclated
Section-144, and the police started firing bullets indiscriminately; some lost
their lives m the biink of an eye, many were injured, and many were amested.

A strike was observed on 22 Fe bruary,

In 1956, the Awami League constituted the cabinet, declared Bengali the status
of the stale kmguage, ammounced 2 | February as Martyr's Day for the Grst time,
declared it a public holiday and took project to construct the Martyr's
Monument. Unfortunately, those aspirations were no longer fulfilled with the
military takeover on 7 October 1958,
The Father of the Nation in independent Bangladesh directed Bengali in all
official activities, e included Bengali as the state language in the constitution.
He delivered a speech at the United Nation's 29th General Assembly in Bengali
and upheld the dignity of our mother language in the world assembly. During
Avwami | gage Government's  1990-2001 term, Ru!'l.q and Salam, two
Bangladeshi cxpatriates from Canada, along with some members of the
mternafional commumity, formed the 'Molher Lunguape Preservation
Commities, -“IE}' senl o proposal (o the United Nations o celehrate
International Mother Language Day on 21 February, UNESCO recogmzed 21
February as "International Mother Language Day' on 17 Movember 199%, We
have established the International Mother Language Institute. We have taken
initiatives to preserve the world's endangered languages and protect their
dignity. We have ensured the use of the Bengali language in the ICT. Since
2017, we have been distributing Braille books for the visually impaired and
texthooks in the mother tongues of the ethnic groups free of charge
Bengali nationalism was established through the language movement,
Following the ideals of Benpali nationalism and the Father of (he Nation.
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib, we have made Bangladesh a role model for
development in the world in the last 14 years. We will transform the country
into Smart Bangladesh by 2041- building Smart Citizen, Smant Government,
Smart Economy, and Smart Socicty. In addition, we arc also implementing
Bangladesh Delta Plan-2 100, T firmly believe that we will be able 1o establish
the developed, prosperous, and self-esteemed 'Golden Bangladesh' as the
Father of the Nation dreamed.

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu

May Bangladesh Live Forever.

WWM

Wings of Ekushey
Asad Mannan

We remain in wait for a whole year with so much emotion
When shall Ekushey arrive — play that song for the nation?
The song in which motherly affection speaks with river’s
voice:

In deep embrace with (he beauty, fragrance, elixir of heart
Inside the ethereal soul that eéxists in the depths of spirit
Clusters of sound shall coalesce, chain of words will be freed:
He who has no language is deaf and dumb,

His eyes don’i dilferentiale belween light and dark.

What magical mantra did the pledge of Ekushey have!

The Bangali a nation of heroes, humanity shines in his blood
Never bows down to the bragging of rogues und villaing —
Treading the path of Fifty-two — a river of blood in
Seventy-one

Floated the boat of freedom like the vessel of Noah;

Just as Rabindranath had filled his boat of gold

With piles ol golden rice, the words” ambrosia of dreams
From state to state, from ages o this endless apge —

It echoes even now; and shall echo till etemity!

The clouds thunder in sky, so many disasters shead —
“Where ure the youths? Move shead - the future beckons,
This perilous stonm must be crossed, the boat taken to shore
Bangali! You have no other course open except the boat.

e

Twenty-first 15 ne more o mere date now —

It is our lamp of glory lit with the fire of blood;

Crossing the hurdles of evil on the lominous chariot of this
lamp

The cuckoo is singing while flying with the wings of
Ekushey:

Ekush is the jewel onmy head, Ekush is my necklace,

Today [ give this gift of Ekushey 10 the entire world.

Translation: Dr Helal Uddin Ahmed
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EU imposes
new Myanmar
sanctions

AFP, Brussels

The EU yesterday imposed
asset freezes and visa bans
on Myanmar’s energy
minister, influential
businessmen and high
ranking military officers,
over an ongoing crackdown
on opponents (wo years
after a coup.

The new batch of
European Union sanctions
hit nine individuals and
seven entities tied to the
ruling regime.

The move by the
27-nation bloc followed
similar sanctions from the
US and Britain around the
second anniversary of the
military coup thatlaunched
a violent campaign against
democracy activists.

PROTECTION OF SEAS

UN to try
anew (o

finish treaty

AFP, United Nations

UN member states
yesterday  opened  (wo
weeks of  negotiations
aimed at finally reaching a
treaty meant to protect and
preserve vast areas of the
world’s oceans.

After more than 15 years
of formal and informal
talks, this will be the third
time in less than a year
that negotiators converge
on New York in what, yet
again, is supposed to be a
final and conclusive round.

But on the eve of the
talks, set to run through
March 3, cautious
optimism appears to be
taking hold, encouraged
by a historic agreement
reached in Montreal in
December during the
UN’s COP15 conference on
biodiversity.

Countries then
committed themselves to
protecting 30 percent of
the world’s lands and seas
by 2030. “We're optimistic
the COP15 biodiversity
agreement will provide the
shot in the arm needed
for governments to get
this important agreement
over the line,” Pepe Clarke,
Oceans Practice Leader for
WWF International, said.
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Ukrainian honour guard walks past the Wall of Remembrance for the Deceased for Ukraine as US president
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visits Ukrainian president for a meeting in Kyiv yesterday.

OCCUPIED WEST BANK

Israel won’t authorise Y6434

new settlements

Netanyahu'’s office tells US; UNSC dismayed by Israel’s
settlement plan

REUTERS, Jerusalem
Isracl will not authorise new
settlements in the occupied West
Bank in the coming months, Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's
office said yesterday.

Netanyahu'’s religious-
nationalist coalition on February 12
granted retroactive authorisation
to nine settler outposts that had
been erected without government
approval, angering the Palestinians,
who want the West Bank for a
future state.

The move also drew
condemnation  from  Western
powers and Israel’s Arab partners,
who deem all the settlements
illegal.

But the United Arab Emirates
told the UN Security Council it
would not call a vote on a draft
resolution against the settlements.
Citing “positive talks between the
partners”, UAE said the council
would instead issue a unanimous
statement.

Meanwhile, The UN Security
Council issued a formal statement
yesterday expressing “deep concern
and dismay” with Israel’s February
12 announcement of further
construction and expansion
of settlements on occupied
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REPORT OF GUNFIRE

Main Afeghan-
Pak border
crossing
closed

REUTERS, Kabul

Indian EC should

be dissolved

Says Shiv Sena President
Uddhav Thackeray

~ Taliban authorities OUR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi
e have closed the main
— — border crossing between A key regional party of India yesterday demanded

the Election Commission “should be dissolved”
and said election commissioners should be elected
by the people, two days after losing the name and
symbol of the Shiv Sena, the party founded by his
father Bal Thackeray. The remarks by Shiv Sena
President and former Maharashtra chief minister
Uddhav Thackeray at a press conference in

o Afghanistan and Pakistan,

i an Afghan official said
ez yesterday, and residents
ClatabdBIE ey = in the area reported the
sound of gunfire near the
normally bustling border
transit point.

= LI e et o A Taliban  provincial Mumbai came days after the Election Commission

= - — v_ information official said the allotted the ‘bow and arrow’ symbol and Shiv

8 b \ Torkham border crossing Sena name to Maharashtra chiel minister Fknath

£ i — was closed for all trade Shinde’s faction of the party saying the latter is

: and travellers. Disputes the “real Shiv Sena.” Uddhav alleged there a pre-
R — linked to the 2,600 km planned conspiracy to steal Shiv Sena’s name and

border have been a bone
of contention between the
neighbours for decades.

symbol. “There is not a single instance where the
party name and symbol were directly given to one
faction,” he said.

PHOTO: AFP

(416434

Palestinian territory.

“The Security Council reiterates
that continuing Israeli settlement
activities are dangerously
imperiling the viability of the two-
State solution based on the 1967
lines,” the 15-member council
said in the presidential statement
agreed by consensus.

Israel has sponsored some
140 settlements in the West
Bank, which it sees as a historical
birthright and a security bulwark,
while dismantling or turning a
blind eye to dozens of outposts.

“Israel informed the United
States that, in the coming
months, it will not authorise new

settlements beyond the nine already
approved,” said the statement from
Netanyahu’s office.

On Saturday, Secretary of

State Antony Blinken spoke with N 5
Netanyahu and separately with 14 STy
Palestinian  president Mahmud e e FEH |

Abbas, reaffirming US support for
a “two-state solution” in the region
and asking the two to “restore
calm.”

Blinken spoke by telephone
with both men (o reaffirm US
commitment to “a negotiated two-
state solution and opposition to
policies that endanger its viability,”
State Department spokesman Ned
Price said.
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Itis the United States and not China that
is endlessly shipping weapons to the

China’s foreign ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin rejects US

alblm
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claim it may arm Russia

LANDSLIDES
Atleast 36

killed in
Brazil

AFP, Sao Paulo

Flooding and landslides
triggered by torrential
rain in Brazil claimed
at least 36 lives on
Carnival weekend in
southeast Sao Paulo
state, authorities said
Sunday.

TV and social media
footage from the town
of Sao Sebastiao showed
entire neighborhoods
under water, debris
from hillside houses
swept away by oozing
earth, flooded highways
and cars destroyed by
fallen trees, among
other damage.

At least 35 people
died in Sao Sebastiao,
the state government
said. A girl was also
killed in the town of
Ubatuba, news reports
said.

“Unfortunately, we
are going to have many
more deaths,” the state
civil  defense chief,
Henguel Pereira, told
the newspaper Folha de
Sao Paulo.

Another 228 people
were left homeless and
338 were evacuated in
the coastal region north
of the city of Sao Paulo,
the state government
said earlier, as rescue
crews raced to help

those hit by the storm.
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FOUNDER EDITOR: LATE S. M. ALI

Govt high oflicials’
routine disregard
for court orders

It is a clear breach of our constitution,
and should be punished

The High Court’s frustration at government high officials for
not complying with its orders, as well as its decision to refuse
to hear a contempt of court petition against a secretary, is well-
justified. An HC bench on Sunday said it was “fed up” with the
fact that many of the court’s orders remained unimplemented,
despite the court passing them for the welfare of the country.
The bench further stated that government high officials do
not pay heed to the court’s orders and, ultimately, without
their proper implementation, these orders will end up in the
trash. The HC bench also rightly observed that government
officials display a degree of annoyance if they are summoned
to appear before the court in connection with contempt of
court petitions, despite being bound as per the constitution to
comply with the court’s orders — something that another HC
bench had previously observed.

The HC bench made the remarks after the placing
of a contempt of court petition against the secretary
of environment, forest and climate change. In 2013, 23
individuals submitted an application to the environment
ministry secretary to reinstate them to their jobs in a ministry
project. As the secretary did not respond to their application,
the Apex court in 2019 directed the secretary to dispose of the
application within a month, following a writ petition. As the
application was still not disposed of despite the court ruling,
a contempt of court petition was filed with the HC last year.

This is the second time this month that the Hight Court
has expressed its frustration with officials at the environment
ministry. On February 5, an HC bench rebuked and expressed
severe annoyance at the Department of Environment under
the environment ministry for failing to take any effective steps
to curb air pollution in Dhaka, despite repeated directives.
And it observed that citizens were literally being “killed” by
such inaction.

However, it is not just the environment ministry that is at
fault here. Over the years, we have seen a tendency developing
among government authorities to disobey orders of the
Supreme Court, as no punishment was handed down for non
compliance with its orders.

The government and other authorities are bound to
implement every directive of the Supreme Court, asit is binding
on all, according to Article 111 of the Constitution. Article 112 of
the Constitution also says that, “All authorities, executive and
judicial, in the Republic shall act in aid of the Supreme Court.”

A clear message should be sent to all government officials —
particularly of the executive branch - that they are not above the
law, as they seem (o think they are. This idea that public servants
are a “different class of people,” as argued by the Attorney
General back in November 2022, must be shunned for any
substantive change to occur. Such display of clear disobedience
to court orders needs to be followed up with severe punishment.
The court could, perhaps, suo motu ask the relevant authorities
o submit a report of how many court directives in total have
been disregarded over the years, and opt for harsher measures.

Gulshan fire a
wake-up call

How many hundreds of
establishments are at risk?

We express our sorrow at the deaths of two persons who
succumbed to the injuries they sustained during the Sunday
night fire that broke out in a residential building in the
capital’s Gulshan area. We also hope for the speedy recovery
of those who are still under treatment. The several fire service
units and others working in the rescue mission during that
night must be commended for being able to douse the fire by
1lpm and averting a much bigger disaster. But this incident
has brought to light the need for building developers, owners,
and government authorities to review whether the increasing
number of high-rises in the country are maintaining necessary
measures against such fire incidents.

Fire safety for high-rise buildings is a two-pronged practice:
internal and institutional. Internally, there should be fire
safety measures in place such as fire extinguishers, separate
fire exits, hose cabinet systems, etc. There are ample laws and
rules — from the Fire Service and Civil Defence (FSCD) and
from Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha (Rajuk) — which direct
how these fire safety measures must be put in place. However,
according to a 2020 study by the Bangladesh Institute of
Planners, 96 percent of the establishments under Rajuk’s
jurisdiction have been constructed deviating from the designs
which had been approved by authorities. Rajuk, too, has been
accused of not overseeing buildings before, during, and after
their construction as it is supposed to do - to say nothing
of the allegations against the organisation of taking bribes
to approve buildings even when they have flouted the initial
design plans. In 2019, Rajuk’s own survey of 1,818 high-rises
(over 10 storeys) in Dhaka city found that at least 63 percent
lacked adequate or any fire safety measures.

Once a large-scale fire breaks out, all eyes are usually on
the fire service units to demand that they douse the fire as
soon as possible. But it must also be investigated whether the
tens of thousands of establishments in our cities follow the
outlined fire safety rules that apply to them. It is also crucial
that building owners and buyers of flats themselves are aware
of these fire safety rules and the specific design requirements.
Additionally, residents themselves must be educated on
what to do to not only prevent fires (such as turning off gas
sources when not in use and checking for loose ends in electric
connections), but also the steps to take to save themselves and
othersiif a fire does break out.

In the case of Sunday’s Gulshan incident, as of writing this
editorial, fire service olflicials are primarily suspecting that a
short circuit in the elevator sparked the fire, which then spread
quickly due to the plywood floor of the elevator. We hope that
further investigation will reveal how this fire could have been
prevented. We also urge the relevant government authorities
to take this incident as a wake-up call and be stricter when it
comes o ensuring the implementation of fire safety measures
in establishments. As we have seen too often, building owners’/
developers’ tendency to cut corners by not accommodating

Whatever happened to Bengali
being our state language?

Anu Muhammad
is a professor of economics at
Jahangirnagar University.

ANU MUHAMMAD

In the month of February, there’s a
lot of discourse around the Bengali
language and literature. We see people
from across the country - from Dhaka
to rural areas — paying their respects to
the martyrs of the Language Movement
in numerous Shaheed Minars. There’s
a renaissance of memories, and on
February 21, we get to discuss our
sense of consideration, our thoughts,
the ins and outs of our fight in a new
light. Ekushey means not bowing our
heads - that is the prevailing motto of
February 21.

In the intellectual world, asking
questions is the norm. The Language
Movement is intimately related to
the language, thoughts, and society’s
anti-discriminatory politics, culture,
and ideals. The fight was against
the persecution of a nation, and
the slogan was, “We want the state
language to be Bengali.” Over time, the
spirit was cultivated, the fight against
discrimination and for freedom was
fought, and that culminated to the
Mass Uprising. Since then, 50 years
have passed, and now we must ask the
question: what happened to Bengali
becoming the state language?

According to the constitution,
Bengali is the state language of
Bangladesh. But looking at what the
state has been doing - Bangladesh’s
five-year plan, the state fuel policy,
its 100-year delta plan, its health
policy, and policies related to water
resources Or communication -
none of it is in Bangla. All of it is in
English. All the research that is being
conducted about Bangladesh’s people
and rivers, about the state of women
in this country or the eradication of
poverty, are in English. Decisions are
being made and contracts are being
signed on Bangladesh’s resources with
multinational companies and foreign
countries — to take on foreign debt, for
example - in English.

Even those who know English find
it difficult to obtain these contracts
and agreements, and they have to
work really hard to understand these
documents. These documents not
being available in Bangla means that
they are detached from the people
ol Bangladesh. And this leads to the
people of Bangladesh not knowing
what is being done with their lives,
with their resources, or how their
future is being decided. They don’t
know what the government is saying
about them at international forums,
what promises are being made, and
what sort of contracts are being signed
that affect their lives and resources.

It is being said that the state
language is Bengali, but there is no

usage of Bengali by the state, and
it is being pushed to the periphery.
When it comes to the languages of
indigenous peoples, the situation is
even worse — they are being pushed
even further to the periphery. What
the state should have done right after
independence was undertaking efforts
to maintain communication with
the knowledge creation and creative
processes around the world. This
communication can’t be limited to
those with the privilege, resources and
international connections to do so; its
access needs to be on a national scale,
given Lo everyone.

To ensure these things, there
should have been a massive push
towards translating everything to the
prominent language in the country:
Bengali. Textbooks needed to be
printed in Bengali on a massive scale.
An institutional mechanism needed
to be put in place where any practice
of knowledge across the world is
translated to Bengali as soon as it’s
created. Universal education should
have been ensured in Bengali.

But at the same time, it has to be
ensured that everyone knows and
understands English because of its
global acceptance. Other languages
should also be taught and learnt. But
one of the main objectives after the
Liberation War should have been to

ensure the institutional processes were
such that the practice of knowledge
for all was available in their mother
tongue, Bengali for Bengalis, and
the same for people of indigenous
communities. This was not done.
When  February 21  became
International Mother Language Day,
the prominent mother tongue of
this region, Bengali, was in a state of

extreme neglect. Bengali had no place
in seminars, symposiums, education,
healthcare, courthouses or government
policy. There was no place for Bengali in
the training of administration officers.
The Bangla Academy needed to be a
strong institution to lobby the state
to do what was required. But their
contribution and responsibilities have
shrunk to such an extent that they have
strayed far away from taking on these
tasks. The directors of this institution
are now engaged in a competition
of servility, or wanting to please the
government. This sort of competition
has led to the Bangla Academy taking
permission from police about displaying
books at the book fair that may contain
criticism of the government or may be
provocative in some way.

So, in the month of February, we
have to take a closer look at things. We
have Shaheed Minars in this country;
they are there so we can gather the
strength to review things closely. Our
young generation will see what their
lives and futures are amounting to.
They can examine what sort of state
they have in front of them. A state
that has detached everyone from its
promise of a state language. There is
such a gap in the levels of knowledge
that like wealth, it too is being hoarded
by a select few. There is an ongoing
process to make sure knowledge is not

spread, that it is controlled by a small
number of people so that they can
exert influence.

All the scholars that this country has
ever seen, starting from Rabindranath
Tagore to Dr Md Shahidullah, or
even world-famous scientists such as
Satyendra Nath Bose or Dr Qudrat-i-
Khuda, have said that if the mother
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tongue is not the basis for a person,
their breadth of knowledge cannot
expand to its fullest. This is what is
happening to our nation.

There is so much excitement about
Bengali to be seen on television and at
the Shaheed Minars in February, but
other than poetry, literature, stories
and novels, there is little to be said
about philosophy, sociology or science
being published in Bengali. The
commercialisation and privatisation of
education and culture and the neglect
of Bengali -~ almost pushing it into a
state where it has no space in our lives
- are happening in tandem.

So, what needs to be done now is to
pose these questions at the Shaheed
Minars and other programmes that
are being held in February.

The Bangla Academy is currently
in a woeful state. That must change.
The obstacles in the way of people’s
ownership of this country must be
eradicated. When we are reminiscing
the memories of 1952, we should
look to the future and talk about the
determination, the promise, and the
plans to change this situation.

Transcribed and translated by
Azmin Azran.

United in diversity

The United Nations country oflice congratulates Bangladesh on
International Mother Language Day

Gwyn Lewis is UN resident coordinator in Bangladesh.
Dr Susan Vize is officer-in-charge of Unesco Dhaka office.

GWYN LEWIS and SUSAN VIZE

On February 21, we mark International
Mother Language Day, a celebration of
the world’s linguistic and socio-cultural
diversity. We are particularly honoured
to mark this day here in Bangladesh as
this day is also a worldwide tribute to
the people of this country who have
courageously fought for recognition of
the Bangla language.

To commemorate the Bangladeshi
martyrs who sacrificed their lives
on this very day in 1952, the General
Conference of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (Unesco) unanimously
proclaimed February 21 as
International Mother Language Day in
1999. This is a significant contribution
of Bangladesh to the world. On this day,
we mark our linguistic and cultural
diversity, the core of our identity, and
aim “to promote the preservation and
protection of all languages used by
peoples of the world.”

Looking back at history, it
is important to reflect on the
significance of Mother Language Day

two weeks a language disappears, and
when a language disappears, the entire
world loses a part of its traditions,
memories, and experiences that
make our societies so culturally and
intellectually diverse.

According to recent Unesco
estimates, at least 43 percent of
more than 6,000 languages spoken
in the world are endangered. Due
to globalisation processes, many
languages, particularly indigenous
ones, are on the verge of extinction.
As fewer than a hundred of the world’s
languages are used in the digital world,
and only a few hundred widely-spoken
languages have been taught in schools,
this trend is likely to increase in the
future.

To tackle this, UN agencies
encourage multilingual education
to be based on the mother tongue or
first language. This not only serves to
keep languages alive, but has a range
of additional benefits in terms of
learning outcomes. To emphasise the
importance of this, last year was the

This decade highlights the revival and
promotion of indigenous and mother-
tongue languages. Preserving language
is at the heart of preserving identity,
culture and diversity, and hence the

Embracing and
protecting our
linguistic diversity
must be reinforced
by not allowing
anyone (o use
language as a tool

to provoke contlicts
and any forms of
discrimination. Itis
important to respect
all languages: big and
small, widely and less
spoken, indigenous
and foreign.

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

In Bangladesh, the Bangla language
is flourishing. Events such as the annual
Ekushey Book Fair promote writing and
reading in Bangla. The development
of educational resource materials
for teaching at primary grades in

of Chakma, Garo, Marma, Sadri, and
Tripura. Additional languages will be
added each year to eventually cover all
the languages of the country.

On February 21, we remember the
Bangla Language Movement martyrs
Abdus Salam, Rafiq Uddin Ahmed, Abul
Barkat, Abdul Jabbar, and Ohiullah
for sacrificing their lives to speak their
mother tongues. We should not forget
the significance of this day.

Embracing and protecting our
linguistic diversity must be reinforced
by not allowing anyone (o use language
as a tool to provoke conflicts and any
forms of discrimination. It isimportant
to respect all languages: big and small,
widely and less spoken, indigenous and
foreign. The diversity of languages is
vital in intercultural dialogue to build
inclusive societies.

On behalf of the staff of the United
Nations in Bangladesh, representing
hundreds of foreign and indigenous
languages of different states and
parts of the country from Teknaf to
Panchagarh, we wish the people of
Bangladesh a happy International
Mother Language Day. The day the
country courageously fought for, and
the legacy of which should not be
forgotten.

fire safety and certain authorities” willingness to allow this can to respect and protect all languages of  beginning of the International Decade Bangladesh’s indigenous languages has Happy  International = Mother
spell tragedy for many innocent people. the world. Unfortunately, about every of Indigenous Languages (2022-2032).  started, initially with the five languages Language Day!
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What does Bengali rea

Dr Shishir Bhattacharja

is professor at the Institute of
Modern Languages,

Dhalka University.

SHISHIR BHATTACHARJA

What does
mean? It means either i) the sum
total of all the dialects spoken in the

the word “Bengali”

Bengali-speaking areas, including
Bangladesh, West Bengal, Assam,
and Tripura - an umbrella term for
all these dialects; or ii) the Standard
Dialect of Bengali (hereinafter SDB),
a language of the Indo-European
family used in the areas mentioned
above.

I am a so-called native speaker
of Chittagonian, the easternmost
dialect of Bengali, and I learnt SDB
at school. Most Bengalis, like me,
competently speak dialects like
Sylheti, Dhakaiya, etc, and usually
speak SDB with a local accent.
Bengali or Chittagonian - which
dialect is my mother tongue? What is
the difference between a dialect and a
language? Such popular questions or
issues need to be handled in politics,
not in linguistics. It is said that a
dialect that is supported by an army
becomes a language, and a dialect
that lacks such an army remains a
dialect forever.

Ideas like “mother tongue” and
“native speaker” have long been
proven to be myths (like ether in
physics). One is either a learner or
a speaker of a dialect, and no two
speakers excel equally in the dialect
they speak. Some speakers, usually
writers, excel more than others in
using their language(s).

Bangladesh, a former British
colony, inherited English as its
official language. English nowadays
is the most widely used lingua
franca, and, therefore, we must put

emphasis on learning this language.
Unfortunately, neither during
the Pakistani era nor since the
independence of Bangladesh have the
authorities been able to decide upon
the status of Bengali and English in
this country. As a result, Bangladesh
does not have a language policy vet.
As Bengali is spoken and
understood by all the citizens of
Bangladesh, using Bengali as the one
and only vehicle of communication
in administration, courts or business
would be optimal. If we want to attain
a hundred percent literacy rate,

Unfortunately, in
Bangladesh, verdicts
given in Bengali are still
rare. Private universities
claim with much pride
that their medium of
instruction is English.
Even Dhaka University,
which is known for
having led the Language
Movement in the 1950s,
prefers English as its
medium of instruction
and communication.

using Bengali as the only medium
of instruction at the primary and
secondary levels is commendable.
Rather than using English as the
medium of instruction, it can be
taught and learnt as a language like
French or Chinese. English needs to

Golam Mortoza
is the editor of
The Daily Star Bangla.

GOLAM MORTOZA

TheBangladesh Chhatral.eague(BCL)
has added a new dimension to the
ritual of torturing common students.
The latest episode happened at the
Islamic University (IU) in Kushtia
last week: a non-resident student
was beaten up overnight by a group
of students led by two BCL leaders.
But what’s curious is the aftermath
of the incident - specifically, the
role that the vice-chancellor, proctor
and the hall provost played. Firstly, it
seems they have unofficially given the
control of the university residential
halls over to the BCL. Secondly,
what are the authorities — namely,
the VC, proctor and the hall provost
— supposed to do following such an
incident? Do they try to find out the
truth?

What was the IU authorities’
stance before and after the news of
the torture incident broke out?

Let'srevisit the incident in brief. On
February12,ataround 11 pm, Phulpori,
a non-resident female student of the
university, was allegedly summoned
to the common room of Deshratna
Sheikh Hasina Residential Hall by
Sanjida Chowdhury, vice-president of
the BCL IU unit, and Tabassum Islam,
an activist of the same unit. There,
they tortured her till 3:30 am.

In her written complaint, Phulpori
alleged that at one point, she was
forcibly disrobed and videotaped.
“They threatened to spread the video if
I told anyone about this incident,” she
said in her complaint. “While beating
me, they [Sanjida and Tabassum] said
not to hit me in the face so that there
is no visible trace of the torture.”

On February 15, I spoke with the IU
VC, proctor and the hall provost on
the phone about this incident.

The proctor said, “I received two
complaints. The alleged victim and
Sanjida Chowdhury filed a complaint
each.”

“So one of the alleged torturers
also filed a complaint?”

‘Yes, she also filed a written
complaint,” the proctor confirmed.

“What did Sanjida write in the
complaint?”

“She clarified her position and
sought security. She also refuted the

allegation of torture against her.”

This means it is not a complaing;
rather, Sanjida has defended herself.

“I forwarded both the complaints
to the VC’s office seeking necessary
actions,” the proctor told me.

“Three days have passed since the
alleged torture. Could nothing be
done during this time?”

The proctor said, “We learnt
about the incident late on February
14. We formed a probe committee
on February 15. The committee will
submit their report in seven days, and
actions will be taken based on that
report.”

So the proctor came to know about
the incident two days later. What was
the hall provost, Dr Shamsul Haque,
doing during that time?

When 1 asked, the provost said,
“On February 12, at around 2:30 pm,
a group of 30-35 students came

The most rudimentary
question is this: if

the authorities of a
university, instead of
taking actions against
the misdeeds of the
ruling party’s student
wing, lean on their side,
would probe committees
bring true results? When
will BCL’s torture of
common students stop?

to me with a non-resident student
[Phulpori]. She seemed to be in tears.
They said Phulpori’s elder sister, who
was a student at Dhaka University,
had threatened them through her
friend, over phone.”

“So, all of the 30-35 students
complained?”

“Yes, all of them.”

“Were Sanjida and Tabassum
among them?”

“Yes.”

“Do you find it believable that a
new, non-resident student got her
elder sister to threaten BCL leaders
here from Dhaka?”

“They claim so. In any case, I don’t
know how Phulpori even moved into

be taught at primary and secondary
levels for two reasons: i) English is the
means of communication with the
outside world, and ii) English may be
needed in higher education, because
it is one of the lingua academica of
our time.

Ethnic minority children should
receive part of their primary
education in  their  respective
languages. As citizens of Bangladesh,
a predominantly Bengali-speaking
nation-state, they have to learn
Bengali and obviously English.
Subjects like literature and history
may be taught in native languages,
whereas subjects like maths and
science can be taught in Bengali or in
English.

We may teach English in schools,
but we cannot expect Bangladesh
to ever become an English-speaking
nation. There are natural constraints
to learning English in Bangladesh.
Children who are born and brought

the hall. The students demanded
that she be removed from the dorm.
I told her to leave the hall and stay
somewhere else. But after an hour,
30-35 students returned to my office
with her, complaining that she had
gotten her sister’s friend to threaten
them again.

“Then I informed the proctor.
Two members of the proctorial body
arrived at the spot. We learnt then
that Phulpori’s father was a van
puller. Where could she go? I gave her
a few days to rectily the issue. I also
convinced the complaining students
to give her time. We settled the issue.

“On February 13 morning, I came
to know that the student had left the
hall. T also learnt that she had been
tortured the previous night. But I
did not receive any complaint about
that”

“But didn’t Phulpori file a written
complaint?”

“Not on the 13th. There were media
reports that Sanjida and a few others
tortured Phulpori from late February
13 night till early hours of February
14. Students of Deshratna Sheikh
Hasina hall brought out a procession
late at night and went to the VC
residence. Members of the proctorial
body arrived. I also went there. They
demanded that the reports that
were printed in the newspapers be
withdrawn. The VC assured them over
phone and sent them back.”

“So, you didn’t get a written
complaint from Phulpori?”

“She submitted awritten complaint
at the hall at around 12 pm on
February 14. Based on that complaint
I formed a probe committee. We will
know everything when they submit a
report within seven working days.”

Then I spoke with IU VC Prof
Shaikh Abdus Salam why no action
was taken in the three days following
the incident.

He said, “Nothing can be done until
the probe committee submits their
report. We need to know the truth.”

These statements from the IU
VC, proctor and hall provost are
highly significant. They shed light
on how and why student torture and
persecution are taking place in our
universities. It is also evident that the
university administrations usually
take the attackers’ side.

Note that the torture of a newly
admitted student coming from a
poor family started on February
12 afternoon. The provost said he
informed the proctorial body about
this on February 13 afternoon,
whereas the proctor claimed that he
came (o know about it on February
14 day’s end. This anomaly in their
statements is noticeable. Also, the

up in this country hardly receive
any input in English. English
teachers at school or college do
not usually speak proper English;
in fact, they teach English with an
accented Bengali. Despite receiving
comparatively more inputs from
the SDB, very few can speak this
dialect with a proper accent. If the
authorities dream of making English
the medium of instruction, the
project will be dumped.

What is meant by an official
language? It’s the dialect used as
the medium of communication at
the court, in the administration, in
media, in educational institutions as
well as in commerce. Unfortunately,
in  Bangladesh, verdicts given
in Bengali are still rare. Private
universities claim with much pride
that their medium of instruction
is English. Even Dhaka University,
which is known for having led the
Language Movement in the 1950s,

provost subtly placed the blame on
the victim student, saying her sister
had threatened Sanjida et al, who had
control of the hall in question, fully
knowing the BCL leaders’ influence.
After a writ was filed on February
16, the High Court’s directives finally
moved things along: the provost
ordered BCL leaders Sanjida and
Tabassum to leave the hall. Later
on, the duo were suspended from
the ruling party student wing as
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prefers English as its medium of
instruction and communication.

Nowadays, Bengali is outrun by
English in every sphere of life. Even
invitation cards for birthdays or
marriage ceremonies are written in
English. Signboards and billboards
are overflooded with English jargon.
We often see people in the media
who can hardly utter a sentence
without encrusting English words
onto it. Government institutions (e.g.
BGB or Teletalk) and regional cricket
teams are all named in English. All
these indices point to the fact that
Bengali is not the de facto official
language of Bangladesh, although it
is the de jure one.

The wultimate goal of the
Language Movement (1947-1952)
was (o compel the authorities to
recognise Bengali, the mother
tongue of the majority, as one of
the official languages of Pakistan.
The reason behind the movement

well. The High Court also ordered to
form a probe committee comprising
a judicial magistrate, university
teachers and administrative cadre

officers. One such committee
has already recorded Phulpori’s
statement.

How likely is it that the truth will
be revealed? We can’t comment
before the investigation is over.
However, given our past experiences
with such probe committees, not

lly mean to us?

was exclusively economic. Had
any language other than Bengali
become the de facto official
language of Pakistan, Bengalis
would lag behind in competition
with other nations, and this would
hinder them in the long run in their
sustainable development.

International Mother Language
Day is definitely a misnomer for
February 21, because the then
Pakistani authorities did not deny
our right to speak our so-called
mother language. What they did, in
fact, and what nation-states often
try todoisnotrecognise a particular
mother tongue as one of the official
languages of the state. Although
language veterans including Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman knew exactly
what they were fighting for, we, the
beneficiaries of their toil, out of a
little bit of whim and a lot of show-
offs, have completely forgotten the
true significance of February 21.

Quebec, the French-speaking
province of Canada, has been
suffering from linguistic
discrimination for decades. It
adopted a language law in the 1970s,
known as Law 101, by dint of which an
autonomous Language Commission,
answerable  exclusively to  the
governor-general, was established.
The language commissioner, with its
language offices situated in different
cities of the province, minutely
protected the interest of the French
language in the educational, legal,
administrative, and business sector,
and as a consequence, French soon
became the de facto official language
of Canada along with English.

As with most issues in Bangladesh,
the question of language has never
been handled with enough care and
wisdom. Fach year, during the month
of February, a considerable amount of
crocodile tears is shed for the Bengali
language. But since the very first day
of March, washing its hands (like
Pontius Pilate after pronouncing the
death sentence to Jesus), our beloved
nation marches in a completely
opposite direction.

Di‘ the IU authorities take BCI. assaulters’ side?

much can be hoped for.

The most rudimentary question is
this: if the authorities of a university,
instead of taking actions against the
misdeeds of the ruling party’s student
wing, lean on their side, would probe
committees bring true results?
When will BCL's torture of common
students stop?

Translated by Mohammed
Ishtiaque Khan.

Mema No. 44.01.0000.024.02.011.2022.216

Sealed tenders are hereby invited from the Breeders/Principals/SuppliersiLocal Agents in their official pad for supplying of Dogs as
required by Bangladesh Police in fiscal year 2022-2023.

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Bangladesh Police
Palice Headquaﬂers. Dhaka
www.police.gov.bd
International Tender Notice

Date: 20/02/2023

1, Ministry/Division Ministry of Home Affairs,

2. Agency | Police Headquarters, Dhaka.

3, Head of procuring entity Inspector General, Bangladesh Police.

4, Invitation for | Purchasing of Dog.

5. Invitation Ref. No. | 44.01.0000.024.02.011.2022/01(2022-23).
6. Date | 20 February 2023

KEY INFORMATION

7 Procurement method One stage two envelop.

FUNDING INFORMATION

a. Budget and source of fund GOB Revenue.

g Tender publication date

21 February 2023.

10, Last selling date
11, Closing date and time
12. Opening date and time

05 April 2023,
06 April 2023 at 12.00hrs.
06 April 2023 at 12.30hrs.

13. Name & address of the office

Addl. DIG (Transport), 3rd Floor, NCCOM Centre, Police Headquarters,
Phoenix Road, Fulbaria, Dhaka-1000.

INFORMATION FOR TENDERER

___ Place of selling/receivinglopening lender document
14, Date and time of pre-tender meeting (opfional)

| 3rd Floor, NCCOM Centre, Police Headquarters, Dhaka-1000.
07/03/2023 at 15.00pm, Office Room, Addl. DIG (Transport), 3rd Floor,
NCCOM Centre, PHQ, Dhaka.

15, Eligibility of tenderer

(i) Up-to-date trade license (ii) Up-to-date income tax certificate (iii) VAT registration ceriificate (iv)
Other requirements described in the Standard Tender Document (PG-4).

18, Brief description of goods
Identification of item

Tender security amount in BDT or equivalent

Price of tender document (BDT) Completion time

_ Dog . 5,00,000.00 3,000.00 180 days
PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS
17. Name of official inviling tender | Sarwar Murshed Shamim, BPM.
18. Designation and address of the official | Addl. DIG (Transpor), 3rd Floor, NCCOM Centre, Police Headquariers, Dhaka-
inviting tenderer 1000. - ]

19. Contact details of official inviting tender | Phone: +88 02 223384779, E-mail: addidigirans@police gov.bd
20, Special instruction

a. | No tender will be received after the deadline of submission.

b. | The procuring entity reserves the right to reject allany tenders or annul the tender proceeding without causing any reason.

c. | The procuring entity also reserves the right to increase or decrease the quantity of tender items.

d. | The bidders must abide by the decision of the HOPE.

€. | The procurement process will be performed according to the Public Procurement Act-2006 & PPR-2008.

P
Sarwar Murshed Shamim, BPM
BP 7401020793
Addl. DIG (Transport)
Bangladesh Police
For Inspector General, Bangladesh Police
Police Headquarters, Dhaka

GD-313 Phone: +88 02 223384779
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Why sports are fun but

studies are not

SAMIN YASAR ANABIL

A few days ago, as [ was struggling
to concentrate while juggling
tasks, I rummaged through
articles and videos to find a fix.
I then landed on the concept of
flow - a euphoric state of mind

The idea of flow dates back thousands
of years to ancient China. In Taoist
philosophy, there is a concept known
as “Wu Wei”, translated paradoxically
as the action of non-action. Modern
positive psychology also studies flow
with great interest. Psychologist Mihaly
Csikszentmihalyi first coined the term
flow and described the state as being
completely involved in an activity for its
own sake.

in which a person performing an
activity becomes fully immersed in
a feeling of energised focus. When
we are in flow, our mind is entirely
present in the moment, and hours
seem (o pass in minutes.
Learning about flow

got

me thinking about the age-old
questions we all wonder -~ why are
some activities fun while others
aren’t? Why do some of us enjoy
sports so much but not studies?
And why do some of us even enjoy
studying at all?

On the surface, the answer
seemed obvious. We are all
different beings and have our
own preferences. However, on a
deeper level, I suspected there was
something more to that. Perhaps
it boils down to how distinctly we
enter the flow state.

The idea of flow dates back
thousands of years to ancient
China. In Taoist philosophy,
there is a concept known as “Wu
Wei”, (ranslated paradoxically
as the action of non-action.
Modern  positive  psychology
also studies flow with great
interest.  Psychologist ~ Mihaly
Csikszentmihdlyi  first  coined
the term “flow” and described
the state as being completely
involved in an activity for its own
sake. To get into the flow state,
the psychologist suggested we
stretch our body or mind to its

limits in a voluntary effort to
accomplish something difficult
and worthwhile. In other words,
the activity has to be challenging,
and at the same time, we need to
have the skill set required to carry
through the task.

Some of us can enter the flow
state while writing, some while
playing a musical instrument,
and some while solving a complex
problem. But a large group of
people finds flow when playing
SpOrts.

I asked one of my most sports-
enthusiast friends how he feels in
the field. He replied, “I become so
happy, I only think about the game
forgetting all my problems and
struggles.”

Interestingly, most of my
friends, whom I consider sports
enthusiasts, are top performers.
They are ambitious and have the
skills to back it up. As they meet
both preconditionsto enter the flow
state, they can lose themselves in
the field. For this very reason, those
who ace academics are usually the
ones who can absorb themselves in
studying. A perfect combination of
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challenges and ability is what we
need to enter flow. When we are in
flow, we can concentrate intensely,
which translates into superior
performance and we tend to like
that activity more.

Knowing why we like the things
we like might tell us something
significant about how to make
things we don’t like a bit less boring.
When we lament about studies, it’s
often because we can’t focus as we
don’t find the topics purposeful or
don’t have a basic understanding
of them. Because it’s easier said
than done, I have something to say
in this regard. Perhaps if we learn
to see tasks we can’t escape as
challenges and start upgrading our
skills, we can experience flow more
often and lead a more fulfilled life.

Reference:

Csikszentmihalyi, M.  (2009).
Flow: The psychology of optimal
experience. New York: Harper and
Row.

Samin Yasar Anabil loves to overthink.
Send food for overthinking at
saminyasaranabil@gmail. com

The museum
with nothing
to show, but
lots to see

ARNAB RAHMAN

A museum is a place to see things. This is a
museum, paradoxically enough, you visit to not
see.

My visit to the Dialog Museum in Frankfurt,
Germany, a small establishment within a busy
metro station, showed me things that we would
never see in the light. In the lightless corridors of
the museum, I experienced the vulnerabilities of
blindness.

The museum’s concept is fairly simple - a blind
or visually impaired guide leads you through
rooms with changing themes, all in the dark. You
are put in the shoes of the blind. Absorbed into
total darkness and immersed in blindness, you
have no choice but to adapt and rely on your other
senses.

The guide takes you through a dark corridor
showing how to count money, cross the road, take
the train, and much more, all without sight. Not
seeing for 45 minutes has shown me the struggles
of the person clutching onto a white stick, tapping

The experience humbles you. It
reminds you of your blessings
of sight and of your obligation
to someone who lacks it.

itrepeatedly against the asphalt trying to navigate.

The experience humbles you. It reminds you of
your blessings of sight and of your obligation to
someone who lacks it.

The museum I visited in Frankfurt is an
initiative of Dialogue Social Enterprise (DSE). It
is a social enterprise with a mission to promote
inclusivity. Dialogue in the Dark (DiD) is an
exhibition of theirs. DiD raises awareness for blind
people by leaving a lasting impression on visitors.

It also creates jobs for the visually impaired and
the blind.

Bangladesh, according to some sources,
accounts for roughly 2.2 percent of global
blindness and 2.53 percent of global visual
impairment. Needless to say, the visually impaired
are neglected in our society, mainly due to a lack
of awareness and empathy.

Setting up something like this in Bangladesh
can show others what the Dialog Museum has
shown me. It can raise awareness for the eight
million people in Bangladesh struggling to
cross the street. It will, eventually, lead to better
accessibility and infrastructure for the visually
impaired, and we can be a truly inclusive society.

To voice your support, please visit sites.google.
com/view/blindmuseum and simply select “Yes”.

Shamsin Ahmed is taking us all one step

closer to a better tomorrow

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Shamsin Ahmed is the CEO and lLead
Consultant of Identity Inclusion and the
winner of this month’s “Stellar Women”
award. Through Identity Inclusion’s wide
plethora of programmes, Identity Inclusion
strives to do precisely what its name
suggests — work towards creating a more
inclusive society. Nonetheless, the mantra
that fuels her vision is a challenge that most
would deem insurmountable but through
strategic planning, Shamsin works towards
shattering the stigma around discussions
of mental health as well as encouraging
community-driven services that cater to
the needs of disabled individuals.
The majority of society
disabled people through a lens of
apprehension. They hold the
belief that they are flawed
and do not conform to the /
standards that warrant |
participation in society.
Shamsin wants (o break
that mindset. She believes
by giving the help these
people need, we can build a

views

undertaken by Shamsin, her

people.

The majority of society
views disabled people
through a lens of
apprehension. They hold
the beliel that they are
flawed and do not conform
to the standards that
warrant participation in
society. Shamsin wants to
break that mindset. She
believes by giving the help
these people need, we can
build a world where they
are accepted.

Shamsin and her team
provide consultation
services to some of the
biggest NGOs.

PHOTOS: COURTESY

Furthermore, she

conducted

BRAC offices scattered across Bangladesh.

world where they are accepted.

Shamsin and her team provide
consultation services to some of the
biggest NGOs. While her pursuit is noble,
Shamsin started off with no institutional
support and was even aware of the risks
involved with working for the benefit of
disabled people and mental health.

But where there’s a will, there’s a
way. With multiple successful initiatives

perseverance has been awe-
inspiring.
One of her initiatives with
Inclusion involved working
with BRAC and  Underprivileged
Children’s Educational Programme
(UCEP) Bangladesh. What Shamsin did
was change policies, infrastructure,
and roles of leadership to help quantify
employment and inclusion for disabled

Identity

sensitisation training to over 200 Regional
Managers of BRAC to raise awareness and
spread that knowledge among 27,000
field-level employees who work for BRAC’s
Microfinance program. But her work
was not done yet. To ensure that she left
a mark in all areas of the organisation,
Shamsin directed architects to develop
infrastructure that was inclusive for the
disabled. The goal was to build 36 regional

The initiatives she undertakes are
dictated by the seventeen Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG), four of which
influenced her project with BRAC. They
included quality education, decent work
and economic growth, reduced inequalities,
and sustainable cities and communities.

Another initiative of hers that
involved developing a strategy for UCEP
Bangladesh revolved around similar SDGs.

She conducted multiple focus group
discussions to address the need to develop
a national strategy for menstrual hygiene
management.

Another noteworthy project of hers
involved organisation sessions at CARE and
Oxfam Bangladesh. With the aid of these
sessions, Identity Inclusion sought to raise
awareness about mental health and self
harm prevention measures.

In a time where it often feels like the world
is a gloomy place, people like her light it up
with their beacon of hope. With Identity
Inclusion, she has already worked towards
breaking the taboo around discourses of
mental health in the workplace.

Butit has not only been contained within
offices, as Shamsin conducts workshops
through the aid of media content in schools
as well. And while she spreads word about
the need to be more accepting in all spheres
of life, she follows it up with action as well.
By establishing inclusive youth leadership
opportunities through her own firm, as
well as consulting for sustainable changes,
Shamsin proves that she is willing to go
above and beyond to fully realise her vision.

Due to her valiant efforts, Shamsin
received a Special Mention from the late
Dhaka North City Corporation mayor,
Annisul Haque. Shamsin is an inspiration
to many people. Not only does her work aid
hundreds, if not thousands of people, but it
takes us all one step closer to dismantling
barriers that never should have existed in
the first place. That is precisely what makes
Shamsin Ahmed worthy of the “Stellar
Woman” award.
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PSL
Quetta vs Lahore
Live from 8:00 pm

GTV & STAR SPORTS 2
Women's T20 World Cup

England vs Pakistan Liverpool vs Real Madrid
Live from 7:00 pm Live from 2:00 am
South Africa vs Bangladesh (Wednesday)

Live from 11:00 pm Frankfurt vs Napoli
SONY SPORTS NETWORK Live from 2:00 am

UEFA Champions League (Wednesday)

‘1am keeping
my feet on the
ground’

After an impressive run of form in the just-
concluded Bangladesh Premier League
for Sylhet Strikers, Towhid Hridoy was
rewarded for his performances by being
included in the Bangladesh squad for
the upcoming white-ball series against
England. The 22-year-old opens up and
spoke about his game, views and a few
other topics during an exclusive interview
with The Daily Star’s Mazhar Uddin. The
excerpts are below:

The Daily Star (DS): Congratulations. You must be over
the moon after getting a national call-up.

Towhid Hridoy (TH): It is every cricketer’s dream to
represent the country at the senior level to be honest. And
yes, [ am happy.

DS: Were you expecting a call-up after finishing as the
third highest run-getter in the BPL?

TH: I was a bit more confident this time around because,
as you mentioned, I scored runs in the BPL so I was hoping
for a call from the national team. But my focus remained
on my game while I was playing in the BPL. That was never
in the back of my mind.

&

DS: Although you have been scoring runs consistently
for the past couple of years, there was a notable change in
your body language during the BPL. Did you specifically
work on your batting recently?

TH: Many do not realise that I have been scoring runs
consistently over the past couple of years across various
levels. After the Under-19 World Cup triumph, I played in
the High Performance squad alongside the A team and I
scored runs. But maybe people didn’t notice that. But yes,
I made some slight adjustments to my batting ahead of
the BPL such as backlift and it worked well for me.
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DS: There have been many instances of players that were
rated very highly initially in their careers failing to live up
to expectations due to various pressures. Are you aware
of that?

TH: I am very much aware of that fact. But despite being
young, I have seen both side of the coin so early on in my
life. It is very obvious that if you don’t perform you have to
make way for others. The same goes for me. I am prepared
to give my best whenever I get an opportunity to play
for my country. I am not thinking about outcomes; I'm
focused on sticking to my process.

DS: Did you chalk out any plans for the England series?
TH: Look, I am the type of player who is prepared to play
according to the situation. My strength is my adaptability
and I am up for the challenge ahead of me. Obviously,
our coach and captain will make their plans but I am
personally also doing my homework on how to tackle the
English bowlers on home soil.

DS: Did you have a chat over your game with any national
players after being selected in the squad?

TH:Ispoke to [Najmul Hossain| Shanto bhai and he shared
his experiences of international cricket. Top-level cricket
is tough and you need to prepare yourself accordingly. I
am working on it.

Mushfiqur Rahim bhai also guides me a lot. He has
been my idol since childhood. He gifted me his bat in 2017
and since then I have been using his bat because I don’t
feel comfortable batting with any other bat now.

A young boy makes a return on the opening day of the Junior World Tennis Series Bangladesh Open Tennis Competition at
the Sheikh Jamal National Tennis Complex in Ramna yesterday. (Inset) Mashfia Afrin, who became the first Bangladeshi

female referee to conduct international tennis matches.

PHOTO: BTF

Expectations heightened

lor Hathurusingha’s
return

Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)
director Khaled Mahmud had a
great working relationship with
Chandika Hathurusingha during
the Sri Lankan’s previous stint as
head coach of Bangladesh. Back
then, Mahmud was the man who
acted as a go-between for the head
coach when it came to dealing with
everyday dressing room issues and
tactics.

The BCB brought in the Sri
Lankan coach for a second stint
despite his last tenure ending
unceremoniously, but expectations
may very well define his return,
even before results on the pitch.

Those expectations, key areas
of improvement that the BCB
carmarked Hathurusingha for, are
heavily-built around World Cup
ambitions, especially given how
the team have performed, even
away [rom home, in ODIs. While
Mahmud yesterday informed that
he would not be returning as team
director for the England series, he
punctuated the expectations that
Chandika brings along with him.

“As far as I know him, my
thinking is positive. May be he will
take us further than where we are.
The Hathurusingha that arrived
before did not have an experienced
side. But he made them a force and
we started winning matches. The
dressing room culture changed
too. There were many changes.
The team has matured and he has
matured too so we can hope that
we will do better under him and
Bangladesh will achieve something

big,” Mahmud said while talking to
reporters on Monday.

The question on expectations
regarding the ODI World Cup soon
followed, and Mahmud did not hold
back.

“The ODI World Cup is in our
main format. So we want to make
it big. We want to do what we
haven’t done before. We want to
be champions...if I can say that. If
[ am talking practically, of course
we want to make the quarterfinals.
You always have a chance in the
knockout stages and playing well
on a given day can see you progress

to the semis or final. We are strong
and playing well in this format, so
our aim is to go higher,” Mahmud
stated.

Bangladesh made the
quarterfinals of the 2015 World
Cup and the semifinals of the ICC
Champions Trophy in 2017 and,
when asked if those expectations
could be surpassed, Mahmud said
the expectations were not just from
the board.

“We want him [Hathurusingha]
to eclipse himself. The Shakib
Mahmudullah duo that won the
match [in the Champions Trophy
game against NZ| are more mature
now, right? The youngsters are
more defined, so we obviously want
to [do better]. I don’t want him to
feel like there is a burden on him.
But I know that the kind of person
heis, he will want to do that himself.
Before arriving here, that is what
he has been planning in regards to
how he will organise Bangladesh,”
Mahmud replied.

“I’'s important to improve in
Tests and T20Is with him in charge.
He has good idea of our culture and
our players,” he added.

Hathurusingha is  expected
to begin working form Tuesday,
according to Mahmud, and the
head coach will also hold a co
ordination meeting at some point
with Head of Programs David
Moore, U-19 head coach Stuart
Law and representatives of the
HP and other game-development
programmes in order to find a
settled curriculum for the pipeline
of cricketers.

Klopp eyes Liverpool revival ahead of
Real revenge mission

AFP, LONDON

Jurgen Klopp has urged Liverpool to
turn their recent improvement into a
season-saving revival as the Reds eye
Champions League revenge against
Real Madrid.

Klopp’s side are showing signs of
finally emerging from a dismal spell
that threatened to ruin their entire
campaign.

Liverpool have reeled off successive
victories over Everton and Newcastle to
give them renewed hope of snatching a
top four finish in the Premier League.

Saturday’s 2-0 win at Newcastle
moved Liverpool to within six points of
the fourth placed Magpies with a game
in hand.

While it is too early to say Klopp has
found remedies for everything that has
ailed Liverpool throughout a traumatic

season, they welcome Real to Anfield for
Tuesday’s last 16 first leg with morale no
longer at rock bottom.

Klopp will take that as a foundation
from which to kick-start Liverpool’s
bid to win the Champions League for a
second time under the German.

Liverpool, six-time winners of
Europe’s elite club competition, would
already have more Champions League
triumphs in the Klopp era if not for
pesky Real.The Spanish giants beat
Liverpool in the 2018 final, eliminated
them in the 2021 quarter-finals and won

last season’s final 1-O in Paris thanks to
Vinicius Junior’s goal.

Liverpool haven’t beaten Real since
a Champions League last 16 victory in
2009.

Last year’s loss was especially painful
at the end of their failed quadruple
chase, a quest that brought just FA
and League Cup success and left
Klopp’s players struggling mentally and
physically this season.

Even greater scars were worn by the
Liverpool fans traumatised after police
used unneccessary force in ugly scenes
outside the Stade de France before kick
off'in the Champions League final.

The repercussions from those
incidents are still being felt and it would
a cathartic moment for Liverpool if they
could end Real’s reign as holders.

It hasn’t escaped the attention
of Liverpool fans that this year’s

Champions League final is in Istanbul,
the scene of their against-all-odds
victory over AC Milan in the 2005
showpiece.

A return to the Ataturk Stadium
would bring back sweet memories for
the Reds, but first they have to get past
Carlo Ancelotti’s men.

After a season marred by defensive
problems, Klopp takes heart from
Liverpool’s second consecutive clean-
sheet against Newcastle, a feat they
had not managed in the league since
October. “Massive, 100 per cent. It
explains a little bit the issues we have
in the games where we can’t control
it better. It’s so long ago we were in a
situation like that,” Klopp said.

“It’s unfortunate that football is not
like cycling, always exactly on the same
level. Its different. The only way you can
get back on track is by winning.

Mashfia hopes
to inspire others

SPROTS REPORTER

Mashfia Afrin, a former national player, wrote
a piece of history by conducing matches of
Junior World Tennis Series Bangladesh Open
Tennis Competition which got underway
yesterday at Sheikh Jamal National Tennis
Complex in Ramna.

Mashfia, who represented Bangladesh in
under-14, under-20 and senior level before
calling time last year following a shoulder
injury, became the first female referee from
Bangladesh to officiate international matches.
Two male referees from Bangladesh -- Sarwar
Mostafa and Ahmed Ziaur Rahman -- had
previously officiated international matches.

“BTF had been hosting international
tournaments since 1972, but there was
no female referee from our country
at international level. So, I am really
happy to be able to do that and
I believe this will inspire other
women,” Mashfia told The Daily
Star yesterday.
“JWTS Bangladesh Open was
never held in Bangladesh before.
These tournaments are usually held
in Europe with different laws, so I think
my knowledge will be enriched through
this event,” said the Grade XII student of
Vigarunnisa Noon School & College. Some 81
players including 22 girls from USA, France and
Bangladesh are taking part in the tournament.

Imrul urges
attacking cricket
against England

SPORTS REPORTER

Imrul Kayes, who has been out of the national set
up for a few years, believes that Bangladesh need
to play attacking cricket against England in their
upcoming white-ball home series next month.

The Tigers will host England after over six years
but Imrul, who scored a hundred during that
previous three-match ODI series, added that it
would be important for the hosts to play fearless
cricket against defending champions.

“I think you can’t be complacent against a team
like England, who are in great form. Obviously,
they have a great pace-bowling attack and a few
spinners in their side. But I think we are capable
of beating them on our own soil. I can remember
the last time they toured Bangladesh, I scored a
hundred and I think my attacking mindset helped
me play my natural game. I think our batters need
to keep that in mind,” Imrul told The Daily Star
during the multimedia show ‘Non Striker’s End’
yesterday.

Imrul, who led Comilla Victorians to a fourth
Bangladesh Premier League title recently,

also praised the re-appointment of Chandika
Hathurusingha.

“I played under him during his first tenure and
must say Hathurusingha is one of the best tactical
coaches I have ever worked with. He might have
his own way of doing things, but he knows how to
get the best out of players,” he added.

Red-hot Napoli take
on Europa League
winners

AFP, BERLIN

Two months after World Cup final heartbreak
with France, Eintracht Frankfurt striker Randal
Kolo Muani is driving his club’s shot at a second-
successive European crown.

The Europa League winners qualified for the
Champions League for the first time in their
history and made the Round of 16, thanks in no
small part to Kolo Muani’s form.

On Tuesday, Frankfurt host the continent’s
form team in Italian side Napoli, who boast a
15-point lead atop the Serie A table.

Napoli are led by 24-year-old Nigerian striker
Victor Osimhen, who has chalked up 19 goals in
all competitions this season.

For his part, Kolo Muani has 15 goals in 30
games in total in 2022-23. The star striker arrived
at Frankfurt on a free transfer from Nantes in
summer, just after the German club’s stunning
run to the Europa League title - Fintracht’s first
European title in 40 years.

The France striker’s knack for important goals
- he scored the winner in Frankfurt’s 2-1 group
stage victories over Marseille and Sporting Lisbon
- belies the criticism he received after France’s loss
to Argentina in the World Cup final in December.
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GULSHAN BUILDING FIRE

Death toll now
2, probe on

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The modern apartment building in Gulshan that caught
fire on Sunday lacked a “fire safety plan”, a fire service
probe has found.

“This is a modern building but during our primary
investigation, we found that it has different types of
problems. We are not disclosing the details for the sake
of investigation,” said Lt Col Mohammad Tajul Islam
Chowdhury, head of a five-member probe committee,
after visiting the fire-ravaged building.

The building authorities had a no-objection certificate
from the fire service during construction, but they failed
to get the fire safety plan which is required under the Fire
Prevention and Extinction Act, he added.

Fire service-approved Fire Safety Plan indicates that
a building has been inspected and working fire safety
measures are in place as per the norms and regulations.

Lt Col Tajul said the residents of any building should

SEE PAGE 5 COL 2
ANWAR NEVER GOT TO SEE HIS CHILD’S FACE -- PAGE 3

METRO DISRUPTION
People urged not to

fly kites, sky lanterns

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The metro rail authorities yesterday urged people to avoid
{lying kites or sky lanterns within at least a one-kilometre
radius of the metro rail line to prevent possible accidents
during operations.

Dhaka Mass Transit Company Ltd (DMTCL), the
operating agency of the metro rail, issued a circular hours
after metro rail operations were halted for half an hour
yesterday morning.

The metro rail is operating between Uttara and
Agargaon using high-powered electric lines and kites, sky
lanterns or gas balloons can pose huge risks of accidents

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4

New 6.4-magnitude quake

US President Joe Biden walks next to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky as he arrives for a visit in Kyiv,

Ukraine yesterday.

Putin’s war plans ‘dead wrong’

Says Biden during surprise visit to Ukraine, pledges new military aid

AGENCIES

US President Joe Biden made
an unannounced visit to Kyiv
yesterday, and said President
Vladimir Putin was “dead wrong”
in his plans for the offensive in
Ukraine.

He also promised President
Volodymyr Zclensky that
Washington would stand with

Ukraine as long as it takes.

Biden, in aviator sunglasses,
strode side-by-side with Zelensky,
in green battle fatigues, through
central Kyiv to a gold-domed
cathedral, on a bright winter

hits southern Turkey

AFP, Antakya

A 6.4-magnitude ecarthquake was
recorded vyesterday in Turkey’s
southern province of Hatay, the
hardest hit by a February 6 tremor
which left more than 41,000 dead
in the country, the disaster response
agency AFAD said.

The quake hit the town of
Defne at 8:04pm (1704 GMT) and
was strongly felt by AFP teams in
Antakya and Adana, 200km to the
north.

AFP teams felt the tremor also in
Lebanon and Syria.

The disaster management
agency said on Twitter another
5.8-magnitude (remor followed
three minutes later and its epicentre

Turkish gendarmerie patrols the streets after a 6.4-magnitude quake hit

the Hatay province in southern Turkey yesterday.

morning pierced by air raid sirens.

“When Putin launched his
invasion nearly one year ago, he
thought Ukraine was weak and the
West was divided. He thought he
could outlast us. But he was dead
wrong,” Biden said.

“The cost that Ukraine has had
to pay is extraordinarily high.
Sacrifices have been far too great ...
We know that there will be difficult
days and weeks and years ahead.”

Outside the cathedral, burnt-out
Russian tanks had been placed as a
symbol of Moscow’s failed assault
on the capital at the outset of its
invasion, when its forces swiftly

BNP,

PHOTO: AFP

reached the city’s ramparts only
to be turned back by unexpectedly
fierce resistance.

Since then, tens of thousands
of Ukrainian civilians and soldiers
on both sides have died, cities
have been reduced to rubble and
millions of refugees have fled.
Russia claims to have annexed
nearly a fifth of Ukraine, while the
West has committed tens of billions
of dollars in military aid to Kyiv.

The US president promised a
further $500 million worth of
weaponry plus tighter sanctions
on Moscow ahead of the first

SEE PAGE 2 COL 6

Dainik Dinkal
stops publication

Press Council rejects its
appeal against declaration

cancellation

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
The Dainik Dinkal, a broadsheet Bangla daily,
halted its publication yesterday, a day alter
Bangladesh Press Council rejected an appeal
against the cancellation of the declaration of
the pro-BNP newspaper by the Dhaka district
administration.

“We have not published the daily
[vesterday] as the press council upheld the order
of the district administration,” Dinkal Managing
Editor Shamsur Rahman Shimul Biswas told The
Daily Star last night.

Terming
party Secretary
Islam Alamgir protested and condemned the
cancellation of the declaration.

“The district administration cancelled the

today

Dinkal the mouthpiece of the

General Mirza Fakhrul

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4

Med diet ‘linked to

improved cancer
treatment response’

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

PatientswhoeataMediterranean
diet, rich in whole grains, nuts,
fish and vegetables, may have
an improved response (0
treatment for melanoma, a

serious form of skin cancer.
Adopting the diet which
includes foods rich in fibre,
unsaturated fat, antioxidants and
polyphenols, was positively associated

with the person’s response to a treatment called
immune checkpoint blockade (ICB), researchers say.

SEE PAGE 5 COL 4

PHOTO: AFP

was Samandag district in Hatay.

An AFP journalist reported
scenes of panic in Antakya, adding
that the new tremors raised clouds
of dust in the devastated city.

The walls of badly damaged
buildings crumbled while several
people, apparently injured, called

for help.

Onastreet in Antakya, Ali Mazlum,
18, told AFP: “We were with AFAD who
were looking for the bodies of our
family when the quake hit.

“You don’t know what to do...
we grabbed each other and right in
front of us, the walls started to fall. It

felt like the earth was opening up to
swallow us up.”

Mazlum, who has lived in Antakya
for 12 years, was looking for the
bodies of his sister and her family
as well as his brother-in-law and his
family.

SEE PAGE 5 COL 8
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