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E-readers, or electronic readers, have 
become increasingly popular in recent 
years for reading books, magazines, 
and other forms of literature. They offer 
a number of benefits over traditional 
physical books, making them a better 
choice for many readers.

One of the main advantages of 
e-readers is their portability. A typical 
e-reader is about the size of a small tablet 
and weighs only a few ounces, making it 
easy to carry around in a purse, backpack, 
or briefcase. In contrast, physical books 
can be bulky and heavy, especially if you 
have a large collection. E-readers allow 
you to take all your books with you 
wherever you go, without having to worry 
about weight or space constraints.

Another benefit of e-readers is the 
convenience they offer. With an e-reader, 
you can easily purchase and download 
new books at any time, without having 
to physically go to a bookstore or wait 
for a shipment to arrive. Many e-readers 
also offer a variety of features, such as 
adjustable text size and background 
colour, making it easier to read in 
different lighting conditions. In addition, 
e-readers often have a built-in dictionary 
and other language tools, allowing you to 
quickly look up definitions or translations 
as you read.

E-readers are also more 
environmentally friendly than physical 
books. According to a study by the 
International Association of Scientific, 
Technical, and Medical Publishers, the 
production of one e-reader has a carbon 
footprint that is about 75% smaller than 
the production of just one physical book. 

In addition, e-readers use less paper and 
other resources, as all the books are stored 
electronically. This can help reduce waste 
and deforestation, making e-readers a 
more sustainable choice.

E-readers also offer greater accessibility 
for people with disabilities. Many 
e-readers have features such as text-to-
speech, which allows users to have the 
book read aloud to them. This can be 
especially helpful for people with vision 
impairments or dyslexia. In addition, 
e-readers can often be used with assistive 
technology, such as braille displays or 
speech recognition software. This can 
make it easier for people with disabilities 
to access and enjoy literature.

Despite these advantages, some 
readers prefer physical books due to 
their nostalgia or the feeling of holding 
a tangible object. However, it is worth 
noting that e-readers have come a long 
way in recent years and can now mimic 
the experience of reading a physical book 
in many ways. Many e-readers now have a 
paper-like display that reduces glare and 
feels similar to reading on actual paper. 
Some e-readers even have the option to 
add a physical book cover, which can help 
create a similar tactile experience.

Despite all the arguments, it is 
true that in Bangladesh, e-readers or 
e-books are far from being the norm. 
Although the modern reader is more 
likely to pick up an e-book rather than 
a physical book, one of the primary 
reasons for the lack of an ebook-friendly 
ecosystem in Bengali literature is the 
absence of a reliable and accessible 
digital infrastructure. Unlike other 

regions with well-developed technology 
industries, the digital landscape in the 
country is relatively underdeveloped, 
which has made it challenging to create 
and distribute ebooks seamlessly and 
efficiently. This lack of infrastructure 
has resulted in a lack of investment in 
the development of ebook publishing 
platforms, digital libraries, and other 
tools that are necessary for the growth of 
the digital literary ecosystem.

The lack of a supportive ebook 
environment in Bengali literature has 
had far-reaching consequences for 
authors, publishers, and readers alike. 
For authors, the absence of a digital 
infrastructure and cultural support for 
ebooks has made it challenging to reach 
a wider audience and monetise their 
works. This has resulted in a decline 
in the number of authors choosing to 
publish their works in digital format 
and a decline in the quality of digital 
literature being produced.

For publishers, the lack of investment 
in the development of the digital literary 
ecosystem has limited their ability to 
reach new readers and monetise their 
works. This has resulted in a decline 
in the number of publishers willing to 
invest in the production of ebooks and a 
decline in the quality of digital literature 
being produced.

E-books are rapidly changing the way 
people consume literature. With their 
ease of access and portability, ebooks 
have become the preferred choice for 
many readers. And it is highly likely that 
the future of the publishing industry will 
depend heavily on its digitisation. 
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The plant is situated in Mymensingh 

and is based on 10 acres of land, where 

Runner says the company has spent 

nearly Tk. 300 crores to get it up and 

running. It is said to make around 

30,000 vehicles yearly, and a lot of it 

will be exported to countries nearby 

our peninsula, with a partnership with 

Pakistan already in the works. 

Inside the plant, a lot of the 

manufacturing is automated, and 

assembly and welding will be mostly 

assisted by the means of robotic arms. 

Starting from scratch, the body parts are 

mainly made by humans with the help 

of machinery, part by part. From there 

on, most of the parts are welded together 

using the assistance of robotic arms, 

which means welds are flawless. The parts 

are then coated with a primer and sanded 

to remove imperfections and then sent 

to be painted inside a vacuum painting 

booth. The parts are then hung up on a 

hanger for drying them. After drying, all 

the remaining parts are put together and 

polished. The engine, on the other hand, 

is completely assembled by humans. After 

everything is done they are sent to a dyno 

to check if they’re producing enough 

power as well as to ensure the engine is 

up to the quality. 

Bajaj RE, also locally just known as 

a CNG, is a three-wheeler taxi used for 

intra-city transport with 4-stroke engines, 

in general, being around 150cc or 200cc. 

Runner says three-wheeler transports 

will be more sustainable as now, the 

vehicles are being able to be produced in 

the country. Although the prices of the 

completed vehicles will still be around 

5 to 6 lakh, since these vehicles will be 

locally manufactured, more genuine parts 

will be available for existing vehicles. 

Runner also researched how many 

vehicles are legally registered through 

BRTA, and the number is quite surprising: 

out of 15 lakhs, only 1 lakh three-

wheelers are officially registered. 

Moving forward, Runner is currently 

working to take action against the illegally 

imported and unregistered three-wheelers. 

They plan to launch an app like Uber only 

for three-wheelers. The three-wheelers are 

planted with a chip through which every 

movement will be recorded and the fares 

will be decided by the app. There won’t 

be any option other than to use the app. 

The fares will be justified for both the 

passengers and three-wheeler owners.
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Local manufacturing 
company Runner 
Automobiles PLC has 
announced a three-
wheeler manufacturing 
plant in association 
with Bajaj, where 
these vehicles will be 
manufactured - being 
the first of its kind in 
Bangladesh. 


