
INTERNATIONAL

TUNISIA PROTEST

Journalists 
accuse 
state of 
intimidation
AFP, Tunis

Dozens of journalists 
and rights activists 
protested in the 
Tunisian capital 
yesterday, accusing the 
state of “repression” and 
attempts to intimidate 
the media.

The protest, 
organised by the SNJT 
journalists’ union, came 
three days after police 
arrested Noureddine 
Boutar, the director of 
popular private radio 
station Mosaique FM.

The station has 
often been critical of 
President Kais Saied, 
who in 2021 sacked 
the government, froze 
parliament and seized 
almost total power in 
moves rivals have called 
a coup.

The demonstrators 
gathered outside 
g o v e r n m e n t 
headquarters in Tunis, 
some wearing red tape 
across their mouths 
while others shouted 
“No to repression of 
journalists”.

Lanka hikes 
power prices 
by 66pc
AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka’s electricity board hiked 
consumer rates by up to 275 percent, 
officials said yesterday, the second steep 
increase in months as the bankrupt island 
nation works to secure an IMF bailout.

An unprecedented financial crisis last 
year saw Sri Lanka’s 22 million people 
suffer through months of food and fuel 
shortages, along with lengthy power cuts.

The government defaulted on its $46 
billion foreign debt and is finalising a 
rescue package with the International 
Monetary Fund to restore its ruined 
finances.

“We had to raise electricity charges 
to be in line with IMF conditions that we 
cannot get handouts from the treasury,” 
energy minister Kanchana Wijesekera told 
reporters.

“We need to generate revenues to cover 
our costs.”

Households will now pay at least 30 
rupees (eight cents) per kilowatt-hour for 
electricity, a figure in line with average 
tariffs in neighbouring India.

The 275 percent increase in the lowest 
tariff follows a 264 percent hike that came 
into effect six months ago.  

Wijesekera said the rate hikes would 
allow Sri Lanka’s state electricity monopoly 
to end the 140-minute daily blackouts 
currently in force around the island.
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About 50 Rohingyas, adults and children are stranded on Lampanah beach, in Aceh Besar, Indonesia yesterday. Miftah Cut 
Ade, a senior member of the area’s traditional fishing community, said the group had arrived from Bangladesh, many in a 
state of exhaustion. Local residents had offered them food, he said. PHOTO: AFP

6.1 magnitude 
quake rocks 
Philippines
AFP, Manila

A 6.1 magnitude earthquake rocked the central 
Philippines yesterday, the US Geological Survey 
said, though there were no reports of casualties or 
significant damage.

The strong and shallow quake struck just off 
the coast of Masbate province in the centre of the 
archipelago nation shortly after 2 am (1800 GMT).

The epicentre was 11 kilometres (seven miles) 
from the coastal village of Miaga in Masbate’s 
Uson municipality, USGS said.

The Philippine seismological agency said it had 
recorded more than 80 aftershocks.

“It was a bit strong,” Masbate provincial police 
chief Rolly Albana told AFP.

“I was sleeping when we were shaken and woken 
up.”

The province has a population of nearly one 
million people spread across three islands.

Masbate provincial disaster officer Adonis Dilao 
told local media some buildings in the capital 
Masbate City had cracks in their walls, including 
the provincial hospital.

Mali junta cracks 
down on hookahs
AFP, Dakar

The authorities in Mali have begun a crackdown 
on hookah smoking after giving a grace period to 
shisha bars to adjust to a ban.

The country’s anti-drug agency says it has 
carried out dozens of arrests in the capital 
Bamako and seized water pipes after the six-
month moratorium expired.

Bars where small groups of smokers -- primarily 
young men -- hang out to chat and puff on hookahs 
have flourished in Bamako in recent years.

But their days became numbered when the 
junta-dominated government on August 15 
announced a surprise ban.

It warned that shisha smokers would be liable 
to a prison term of one to 10 days and a fine of 300 
to 10,000 CFA francs ($0.45 to $15).

The Central Narcotics Office (OCS) in a 
Facebook posting said there had been “vigorous” 
raids by its agents in Bamako on Tuesday night, 
culminating in “about 50 individuals in prison 
and a large amount of seized material.”

ANTARCTICA’S ‘DOOMSDAY GLACIER’

Warm water melts weak 
spots, say scientists
REUTERS, Mexico City

Scientists studying Antarctica’s vast 
Thwaites Glacier - nicknamed the 
Doomsday Glacier - say warm water is 
seeping into its weak spots, worsening 
melting caused by rising temperatures, 
two papers published in Nature journal 
showed on Wednesday.

Thwaites, which is roughly the size 
of Florida, represents more than half 

a meter (1.6 feet) of global sea level 
rise potential, and could destabilise 
neighbouring glaciers that have the 
potential to cause a further three-meter 
(9.8-foot) rise.

As part of the International Thwaites 
Glacier collaboration - the biggest field 
campaign ever attempted in Antarctica 
- a team of 13 US and British scientists 
spent about six weeks on the glacier in 
late 2019 and early 2020.

Iran jails influential 
academic for 8 yrs
AFP, Tehran

An Iranian court has sentenced influential sociology 
professor Saeed Madani Ghahfarokhi to eight years 
in prison, his lawyer told AFP yesterday.

Madani, 62, who has published books on topics 
including prostitution, violence against women, 
child abuse and drug addiction in Iran, has been in 
detention since May last year.

“My client was sentenced to eight years in 
prison for forming a hostile group and one year for 
propaganda against the system,” said his lawyer, 
Mahmoud Behzadirad, adding the verdict was final.

Madani, a professor at Tehran’s Allameh 
Tabatabai University, had previously been arrested 
several times and served a six-year prison sentence 
from 2011.

Iran has been rocked by a wave of protests since 
mid-September, sparked by the death in custody 
of Mahsa Amini, 22. “Since my client has been in 
prison, he has been consulted by some officials to 
find ways to deal with the violence” that broke out at 
the protests, said Behzadirad.


