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HC starts
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They submitted the petition 
to the HC on January 19, 
2020, saying that the two 
sections are hampering 
freedom of expression and 
thought.

                  Lawyers Imran A 
Siddique and Shishir Monir 
appeared for the writ 
petitioners, while Deputy 
Attorney General Sk 
Shaifuzzaman represented 
the state during the 
hearing yesterday.

Complete all
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year, we have showed a lot 
of success. This year is more 
important for us. We have 
already taken an initiative 
to clean our canals; those 
[officials] who are involved 
in this, please clean the 
waterbodies...,” he said. 

The mayor also said 
sometimes they find 
negligence in the works 
of contractors. For this, 
councillors will have to 
show their vigilance. 

“We’ve already 
appointed contractors to 
clean all drains. The work 
will start from the last 
week of February and will 
continue till April,” said the 
mayor.

“There is no alternative 
aside from cleaning drains 
to solve the waterlogging 
problem,” he added.

Save Sundarbans
FROM PAGE 5

Nogorbasi Poribesh 
Andolon, and Green Voice 
took part in the rally. 

Nur Mohammad 
Talukdar, vice-president of 
Bapa, said the Sundarbans 
is the lungs of South Asia. It 
shields the country’s south 
against natural disasters. 

“We don’t want 
development that costs the 
environment, forest and 
rivers. The government must 
stop allowing industries to 
operate there,” he said. 

 Alamgir Kabir, joint-
secretary of Bapa, said, “We 
have to raise awareness 
among the new generation 
about the Sundarbans. If we 
fail to conserve the forest, it 
will incur irreparable loss 
for our generation.”

Architect Iqbal Habib, 
Mihir Biswas and Ebnul Said 
Rana of Bapa were present 
among others in the rally.

Bushra’s bail
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a no-confidence petition 
against the DB report 
clearing Bushra of murder 
charges.

Kazi Nooruddin Rana, 
plaintiff in the case, in the 
petition said he rejected 
the probe report and 
would file a no-confidence 
petition against it on the 
next scheduled date.

On January 8, Bushra 
was granted bail by a Dhaka 
court until the submission 
of the DB probe report.

DB Inspector Yasin 
Shikder, also investigation 
officer of the case, on 
February 6 submitted the 
final report to the Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate’s 
Court of Dhaka.

In the report, the IO said 
Fardin died by suicide.

BR hires joint
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Narayanganj is expected 
to reduce the distance 
between Dhaka and 
Chattogram by 90 
kilometres and travel time 
by one-and-a-half hours, 
said BR officials.

The existing Dhaka-
Chattogram rail line, 
which goes through Tongi-
Bhairab-Akhaura-Cumilla-
Laksham, has a distance of 
320 kilometres.

Apart from the chord 
line, the consulting firm 
will also carry out the 
feasibility study and 
prepare a detailed design 
for a new bridge parallel 
to the existing century-
old Hardinge Bridge over 
the Padma River in BR’s 
western zone.

The firm will also assess 
the future demand for 
rolling stocks, prepare core 
and non-core business 
plans for BR and carry 
out a need analysis for 
establishing a signalling 
training centre for BR, 
among other assignments.

In June 2020, the 
government approved the 
Tk 235.37-crore Technical 

Assistance Project, with 
the Asian Development 
Bank providing Tk 167.14 as 
a loan. The deadline for the 
project is December this 
year, implying that it will 
be extended. 

BR Director General 
Quamrul Ahsan said 
among the sub-projects, 
the chord line and second 
Hardinge bridge are urgent. 

“We are requesting you 
to complete the works 
[regarding the two projects] 
at the earliest, so that 
we can take investment 
projects,” he told the firms.

Railways Minister 
Nurul Islam Sujan said 
many projects are not 
completed citing different 
excuses. “We hope they 
will complete the work in 
time, if possible before the 
time.”

He suggested keeping a 
provision in future projects 
which will ensure action 
against contractors or 
consultants upon failure to 
meet project deadline. 

Railways Ministry 
Secretary Humayun Kabir 
chaired the contract-
signing programme.

3 held
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for each of them.
CID’s Special 

Superintendent of Serious 
Crime Unit Nazrul Islam 
said there are more 
members in the gang. 

“We hope to get their 
names and detailed 
information of their activities 
during interrogation,” he 
told The Daily Star.

CID officials said during 
primary interrogation, 
they found that Daud Elahi 
formed an organised fraud 
gang while working as a 
“jamadar” in the HC.

The gang used to create 
fake bail orders in the name 
of HC judges and helped 
their clients, particularly 
convicted accused, and 
helped them obtain bail 
in exchange for a good 
amount of money.

There are several cases 
against the members of the 
fraud ring and efforts are 
on to arrest more accused 
involved in such activities, 
said the officials.

Dream of better life
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Ripon has allured one of 
his neighbour’s daughters 
to send her to Saudi Arabia, 
telling her that a job will 
pay Tk 50,000 a month, 
with food and housing 
allowances and two-yearly 
festival bonuses.

On February 3 last 
year, the victim went to 
Ripon’s office in Paltan. On 
February 15, they assured 
the victim to send her to 
Saudi Arabia to work as a 
house help.

On October 4 last year, 
they made the victim’s 
family sign a stamp paper 
stating that the victim will 
not return home within the 
next two years. The expense 
to send her back will be Tk 
3 lakh, including the air 
ticket and medical fees.

On October 19, the 
victim was flown to Saudi 
Arabia on a flight around 
5:00pm, reads the FIR.

However, within 15 days, 
the victim called her family 
and said she did not get the 
promised job, adding that 
her employer was physically 
torturing her, said the FIR.

The victim’s brother 
told this correspondent 

that they asked for help 
from law enforcers after 
receiving the call. 

“I requested the agency 
to return my sister in 
exchange for Tk 1 lakh, as 
my financial condition is 
not that well. They took 
the money and promised to 
return her within 24 hours 
on January 17,” he added. 

However, after receiving 
the money, the members 
stopped communicating 
with the family. The victim 
is still in Saudi Arabia. 

Farzana Haque, senior 
assistant superintendent 
of police, also staff officer 
(media) of Rab-3, said the 
gang has been involved 
in sending people abroad 
since 2018.

“During primary 
interrogation, the arrestees 
admitted to sending a 
dozen people. However, we 
are suspecting that a huge 
number of families have 
become their victims. We 
are now verifying the claims 
and trying to get the details 
of other accusations,” she 
said.

“We are also trying to 
bring the victims home,” 
she added.
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BNP shifts
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As per the changed schedule, 
BNP’s Dhaka south and 
north city units will march 
on February 17 separately at 
2:30pm, party sources said.

A sea of red 
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literature was held at the 
main stage of the fair. 
Papers were presented by 
GH Habib and Shamsuddin 
Chowdhury. The discussion 
was attended by Sampad 
Barua, Rafiq-um-Munir 
Chowdhury, Prof Md Abu 
Zafar and Mahbooba 
Rahman. Fakrul Alam 
presided over the event.

Meanwhile, Jannatun 
Nayeem Prity’s book 
“Jonmo o Jonir Itihash” 
has been declared banned 
in the ongoing book fair.

Redwanur Rahman 
Jewel, publisher of Nalonda, 
said, “We stopped selling 
Prity’s book at the fair as 
the task force told us not 
to. However, the book can 
be found in Banglabazar.’’

Ashim Kumar Dey, 
chairman of Bangla 
Academy taskforce, said in 
this book, various issues 
have come up against the 
rules of the book fair. These 
include attacks on personal, 
objectionable comments on 
eminent personnels. 

Man ‘kills father 
over land dispute’
in Mymensingh
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Mymensingh

A man reportedly killed his 
father over a land dispute 
in Mymensingh’s Sadar 
upazila yesterday morning.

The victim is Md 
Joynuddin, 75, of the 
upazila’s Abdullahpur 
village, said police.

Quoting family and 
neighbours, Md Faruq 
Hossain, officer-in-
charge of Kotwali Police 
Station, said Joynuddin 
recently registered 30 
decimals of land for 
Abdul Matin, 35, the son 
of his first wife.

As there was a mistake in 
the land document, a feud 
began between them.

Yesterday, Matin 
allegedly hacked his 
father indiscriminately. 
Joynuddin died on the 
spot.

On information, 
police rushed to the spot, 
recovered the body and 
sent it to Mymensingh 
Medical College Hospital 
morgue for autopsy.

None has been arrested 
as Matin fled the scene, and 
no case had been lodged till 
the filing of this report, said 
the OC.

Ex-employee of TV 
channel sues in-
charge for rape
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A former female employee of 
a private television channel 
has filed a case against 
the channel’s assignment 
editor for raping her with 
false promises of marriage.

The employee filed the 
case with Wari Police Station 
on Monday. Police yesterday 
sent her to the One Stop 
Crisis Centre (OCC) of Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital for 
a medical test.

According to the 
FIR, the woman met the 
accused in February last 
year while working at the 
channel, where she worked 
till September 30 last year.

The accused also 
recorded personal videos 
and took photographs of 

the employee on his phone, 
with which he blackmailed 
her, the woman mentioned 
in the FIR.

This newspaper could 
not reach the accused over 
phone despite repeated 
attempts.

The employee could 
not be reached either, as 
she is currently in police 
protection for her medical 
examination.

Mostazirur Rahman, 
officer-in-charge of Wari 
Police Station, said, “A case 
has been filed and we are 
currently investigating it.”

Asked about 
interrogating the accused, 
Mostazirur said they are yet 
to detain or arrest him. “Let 
us work on this. We cannot 
disclose the details to you.” 

Probe graft allegations
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a suomuto (voluntary) 
move following a report 
published on Bangla 
daily Samakal, headlined 
“Rajuker Cherage Bari, 
Gari, Plot, Dokan (houses, 
cars, plots, shops at the 
lamp of Rajuk)”.

          Citing the report, 
the HC bench said Rajuk 
chairman has been 
remaining in a helpless 
condition in preventing 
accumulating wealth by a 
section of the employees 
through corruption and 
abusing powers.


