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Morgan 

calls it quits
REUTERS

England’s 2019 World Cup-winning 
captain Eoin Morgan announced his 
retirement from all forms of cricket 
aged 36 on Monday, bringing the 
curtain down on a career studded 
with short-form success.

Former white-ball captain Morgan, 
who bowed out of the international 
game last June, led England to 50-
over World Cup glory on home soil 
and the top of the one-day and 
Twenty20 rankings.

Morgan captained England in 126 
ODIs and 72 T20s, registering 118 wins 
as skipper across the two formats.

“After much deliberation, I believe 
now is the right time to step away,” 
Morgan said in a statement on 
Twitter.

“Since my retirement from 
international cricket, I have been able 
to spend more time with my loved 
ones, and I look forward to being able 
to do so more and more in the future.”

Dublin-born Morgan made his ODI 
debut aged 16 with Ireland before he 
was called up by England in 2009.

He played 248 ODIs and 115 T20Is, 
scoring 10,159 runs in total, and 
scored 700 runs in 16 Tests.

Even though PSG had a host of injury concerns involving a number of their star players like Kylian Mbappe, Lionel Messi and 
Marco Verratti, all of these players, including Neymar, turned up for training on Monday ahead of their crucial Champions League 
last-16 first leg against Bayern Munich at Parc des Princes today.   PHOTO: AFP

Bangladesh to host 
Brunei, Seychelles
SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Football Federation (BFF) has decided 
to host a tri-nation football tournament in 
March’s FIFA window where Bangladesh will 
play against Brunei and Seychelles as part of 
providing platform for the national team for play 
international matches in FIFA window.

The tournament will take place between March 
20 and 28 in Sylhet.

All three teams belong in the lower-tier of 
FIFA rankings: Brunei (190), Bangladesh (192) 
and Seychelles (199). The tournament will be held 
in single league format with top point-getters 
emerging as champions.

“We have already sent letter to FIFA to get 
approval for the trination tournament. We are 
taking preparation to hold it in Sylhet,” BFF 
vice-president Kazi Nabil Ahmed said in a video 
message after an online meeting. 

“The training camp of the national team will 
be held in Dhaka and Sylhet a few days after the 
completion of the first phase of Bangladesh 
Premier League,” Nabil added. 

‘The team that can absorb 
the pressure will prevail’

SPORTS REPORTER

Sylhet Strikers skipper Mashrafe 
Bin Mortaza couldn’t quite inspire 
his team to a win against Comilla 
Victorians in Qualifier 1 but by 
virtue of a top-two finish in the 
league stage of the Bangladesh 
Premier League, his side, who 
dominated for most part of the 
tournament so far, face an upbeat 
Rangpur Riders in the second 
qualifier in Mirpur today in a bid to 
book a spot in the final. 

Sylhet were the first team to 
guarantee qualification to the 
playoffs and were also the first to 
cement a spot in the qualifiers as 
they finished top of the table in the 
league stage.

But on Sunday, they were 
undone  in the first qualifier by a 
star-studded Comilla Victorians, 

who extended their winning run to 
10 matches.

Wicketkeeper Mushfiqur 
Rahim fluffed three chances in 
the game, the veteran dropped 
two catches and also missed a 
stumping opportunity to make it 
easier for Comilla. Also, Sylhet’s in-
form batting line-up that includes 
three of the top run-getters in the 
tournament -- Najmul Hossain 
Shanto, Towhid Hridoy, and Zakir 
Hasan -- faltered in the important 
match.

It also does not bode well for 
Mashrafe’s side considering the fact 
that they lost both of their league-
phase matches against Rangpur by 
comprehensive margins.

Rangpur, on the other hand, 
go into the contest with the 
confidence of having knocked out 
title-aspirants Fortune Barishal. 

Rangpur had performances 
come through for them at the right 
time. Shamim Hossain’s highest 
T20 score of 70 on Sunday against 
Barishal couldn’t have come at a 
better time as it laid the foundation 
for their successful chase.

Rangpur mentor Mohammad 
Rafique believes that the side that 
can curtail the number of mistakes 
will have the upper hand in a 
knockout situation.

“We want to play our usual game, 
the kind of cricket that we have 
played in the tournament so far. 
But it’s a knockout game. No matter 
how much we plan for it, we do feel 
the pressure. Whoever can absorb 
the pressure down, it’ll be more 
beneficial for them. The biggest 
thing will be to cut down on the 
number of mistakes which we made 
in the last game,” Rafique said. 

The spell from Marufa [Akter] was stunning. She is just 
so young and talented. How she bowled against Sri Lanka 
amazed everyone. I would hope to see her bowl against 
Australia the same way she did against Sri Lanka. 

Bangladesh captain Nigar Sultana Joty

Local impact 

gives selectors 

food for thought
SPORTS REPORTER

Despite a wide range of controversy and criticism, the 
shining light of the ongoing Bangladesh Premeir League 
has been its ability to produce exciting cricket, especially 
from local cricketers. 

The top five run-getters in the BPL so far are local 
players, three of whom are eyeing a place in the national 
team. Local bowlers are also leading the way, comprising 
three of the top five wicket-takers. 

“We have to give credit to the curators of the three 
venues in Dhaka, Chattogram and Sylhet. We were able 
to witness some exciting cricket because of good pitches. 
The standard of cricket was good so we are satisfied,” 
former Bangladesh captain and selector Habibul Bashar 
told The Daily Star yesterday.

“Batters performed well and we witnessed some 
extraordinary batting while also seeing some good spells 
from bowlers. Overall, this BPL has been really good in 
terms of the standard of the cricket.”

Consistent performances from some young and 
emerging talents must also have been a breath of fresh 
air for selectors, who must consider performance before 
announcing the squad for the white-ball home series 
against England next month.  

Among that crop, Towhid Hridoy has been a 
revelation. The right-hander showed great consistency 
by scoring 378 runs 
in 10 games at a strike 
rate of 145.38. He also 
recorded five fifties to 
place himself firmly 
among the contenders 
to make the squad for 
the England series. 

“The transformation 
in his batting has been 
terrific, but if I talk 
about performance, he 
actually scored runs 
everywhere. We went to Chennai with a BCB XI and he 
played some match-winning knocks. He has been scoring 
runs consistently for the past two years but he batted 
totally differently in this BPL and it was outstanding. It 
was surprising to see his approach to scoring. This time 
he looks very confident,” Bashar said.

Although Hridoy’s chance of making it to the ODI 
side are slim, selectors could consider the batter for the 
T20I series, especially as Soumya Sarkar and Yasir Ali 
have endured an extended lean patch since the last ICC 
T20 World Cup in Australia. 

“We consider those who perform well and we try to 
provide a platform for them. There won’t be an exception 
this time,” Bashar concluded. 

The first of the three-match ODI series against 
England at home is scheduled to take place on March 1 at 
the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in Mirpur. Selectors 
will announce the squad for the ODI series, which is also 
a part of the ODI Super League, right after the conclusion 
of the Bangladesh Premier League on February 7. 

The England series is also set to be the first assignment 
for Chandika Hathurusingha, the newly-appointed head 
coach of Bangladesh.   


