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‘Don’t you dare name any names’

Golam Mortoza
is the editor of The Daily Star Bangla.

GOLAM MORTOZA

He was rudely awakened at four in the
morning. Dragged to a “torture room”
on the second floor of his dormitory,
he saw two others in the room, already
beaten up. Now there were four of
them, and 15-20 others waiting to
torture them.

Soon enough, they attacked the
four with stumps, pipes, and sticks,
beating them mercilessly. All four were
severely wounded. One of the injured
fell ill, and was urgently taken to the
emergency ward. Once he received the
treatment he needed, they took him
back to his room.

No, this is not the description
of something happening at a
concentration camp. The incident
narrated above took place at a
residential dormitory of a renowned
medical college in Bangladesh
—~ a premium institution where
meritorious students come from all
over the country to compete for a
place every year.

This  incident happened at
Chattogram Medical College (CMC),
to four of its students, over two days
last week. Two of them are admitted
at the intensive care unit (ICU) at the
moment.

The four students in question are
allegedly members of Islami Chhatra
Shibir. Those who tortured them
belong to Bangladesh Chhatra L.eague
(BCL), student wing of the ruling party.

This incident painfully echoes
what happened to another student
at another renowned educational
institution in the country more
than three years ago. Abrar Fahad, a
student of Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology (Buet),
was similarly taken to a “torture room”
in his dormitory and brutally beaten
up - so much so that he died from his
injuries. The only difference between
these two incidents is that none of
the CMC students have died from the
torture - yet.

We live in such a country these days
that incidents like these only cause a
slight uproar in the media. That media
uproar at times spills over to different
segments of society. In the face of
such reactions, the government acts
as though such an incident is first
of its kind in the country, and steps
are taken to bring the perpetrators
to book. In some cases, the BCL
leadership  hurriedly  kicks  their
accused members out, in others, they
stand beside them.

Abrar’s murder in 2019 sparked a
massive uproar across the country.
But since these four CMC students
are still alive, we are not seeing much
of a reaction. Chances are all four will
make full recovery, and life will go on.
Asifwhat happened to them is not out
of the ordinary. Asifit isjust a mistake
that some BCL. members made.
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Police say they heard these students
might have been tortured, but they
don’t know who did it. The CMC
authorities gave a similar statement
at first, but now they have formed
a probe committee to look into the
incident.

It is better not to comment on
the proceedings of such probe
committees in Bangladesh.

Abrar Fahad was also accused of
being a “Shibir” activist.

The same allegation was raised
against these four CMC students,
based on the fact that they taught
classes at Retina medical admission
coaching centre, and Retina is
controlled by Shibir.

Now, none of the Shibir-
controlled establishments are
illegal in Bangladesh - their

operations are running without any
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A mural painted in protest of Abrar Fahad’s murder in Dhaka.
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hassle. If someone works at such an
establishment, can they be labelled as
a Shibir activist? Does that allow BCL
men to torture them?

Many leaders of the Awami League,
BCI’s parent organisation, have
participated in talk shows organised
by Diganta TV, which is owned by
Jamaat-e-Islami. Did doing so turned
those Awami League leaders into
Jamaat followers? When the Islami
Bank was still under Jamaat’s control,
many people associated with the
ruling party took loans from the bank.
Did they all become “Jamaati”?

A more fundamental question
is: even if those four CMC students
are affiliated with Shibir, is the BCL
supposed to deal with them with such

violence? Who gave BCL the authority
— the medical college administration,
the law enforcement, the home
ministry, or the government?

We don’t have the answer.

Chhatra League has every right
to oppose Chhatra Shibir’s political
activities. Said opposition can also
lead to conflicts sometimes — this is
not anything unusual.

But does that allow the right to
brutally torture someone — that, too,
merely on suspicion of Shibir links?
Does the BCL have that right?

Unfortunately, BCL. members have
started believing that they do have
that right.

It needs mentioning that at the
CMC, a bloody clash took place
between two factions of Chhatra
League on October 30, 2021. One

Even if those four
students are affiliated
with Shibir, is the BCL
supposed to deal with

them with such violence?
Who gave them the
authority — the medical
college administration,
the law enforcement, the
home ministry, or the
government?

of those factions were followers of
Deputy Education Minister Mohibul
Hasan Chowdhury (Nowfel), and
the other were followers of former
Chattogram Mayor AJM Nasir Uddin.
A student named Akib was severely

injured in that clash, his skull bashed
in. Hopefully, we haven’t completely
forgotten that incident.

After that incident, it was
announced that BCL’s political
activities would be shut down at
the CMC. However, BCL leaders and
activists continued their business
as usual. The torture of those four
students was led by BCL leader Avijit
Das, who heads the faction that follows
Deputy Education Minister Nowfel, as
per media reports. Das told reporters
that those four students were Shibir
activists, and that is why they were
“questioned,” not tortured.

Just think about it. A mere
“questioning” sent two of those
students to the ICU. The ordeal
didn’t end there. BCL leaders and
activists forcibly entered the ICU and
threatened the two ailing students.
They said, “You are comfortable here
[in the ICU]. We didn’t beat you much,
and vet you are creating drama out of
it. Don’t you dare name any names”
(Ajker Potrika, February 12, 2023).

It is as if the general students’ fate
has been sealed: they must endure
BCL torture in order to continue with
their studies. And keep counting
days il their degree work is over,
seeking divine protection. This is
now the scenario of BCL-controlled
educational institutes.

University administrations, law
enforcement agencies - all are patrons
of Chhatra League. There is no one
out there who can keep them from
criminal acts, nor to punish them
when they do indulge in such acts.

Translated by Mohammed
Ishtiaque Khan.
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% Save energy, prosperous future
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Invest in Energy Efficient
Equipment!

Low interest rate loan is
available for investment.

Energy Efficiency and Conservation Promotion Financing Project
SREDA, Power Division
https://eecpfp.sreda.gov.bd
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Memo No: 16.02.8549.000.07.001.23-102

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh &2

Local Government Engineering Department

Office of the Upazila Engineer
Rangpur Sadar, Rangpur
www.lged.qov.bd

Invitation for Tender (Works)

e-Tender Notice No. 04/2022-2023 (2nd Call)
e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the procurement of following works, details are
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Date: 13-02-2023

given below: I o
Sl Tender | Package No. Description of works Tender last selling | Tender closing/
No. ID No. (date & time) opening
(dale & time)
1 TBE080 | INF-2020-21-558549-01 | Installation of Sclar Panel at Remote Area 01 March 2023 02 March 2023
Road, Hat Bazar and Important Places in (16.00) (13.00)
Various Union under Sadar Upazila
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Memo No. AMC/CEDP-IDG-181

College Education Development Project (CEDP) (=

IDG Sub-Project

Ananda Mohan College, Mymensingh
Email: anandamohan1908cedp@gmail.com
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e-Tender Notice: CEDP/PMU/P/(IDG-1116)/149/2019-2357

e-Tender is invited in !.he Mational e-GP System Portal (hitp:/iwww.eprocure.gov.bd) for the procurement of following package:

Date: 13-02-2023

Last date and time of
S{L‘ Tenr?g:r D Name of supply tender security Tender c:ﬁﬁ";‘g date &
' ' submission
Procurement of Desktop Compuler, Laptop and Printer 1 March/2023 afha
¥ 788539 | for Digital Class Room, Lab and Student Seminar(G-12) 13:00pm Gi=blar-2023 14200

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no offline/hard copy will be accepled.

To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP Portal (hitp://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.

The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from the National e-GP System Portal have to be deposited online through any
registered banks' branches up to 28 February 2023, 15:30.

Further information and guidelines are available in the MNational

g-GP System Poral and from e-GP help desk

(helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd).
Professor Md. Aman Ullah
Principal
Ananda Mohan College, Mymensingh
G0.260 Phone: 029966-66769
) E-mail: anandamahan908cedp@gmail.com

st |y Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh @
Bangladesh ' = Local Government Engineering Department P\

4% Western Economie Corridor & Regional Enhancement Program i

(WeCARE) Phase-1: (RCMLILIDP)
LGED-RDEC Bhaban, Level-03, A R B

Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207

WWW, lged.gov.bd

Memo No: 46.02.0000.981.14.018.21-206
e-Tender Notice No. 04/2022-23

Date: 13 February 2023

e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal (http://www eprocure.gov.bd) for the procurement of

followings:

[ Tender '?E‘l}.a{ﬁ: Description of Works On-line Tender | On-line Tender
ID No. No. Publication Closing Date

o : Date

I | WeCARE/ | Improvement of One Growth Centre Market and | 14-Feb-2023 04-Apr-2023

788715 | LGED/ 16.50 km Adjacent Roads at Andulbaria of 10:00 AM 2.00 FM
CW-10 Jibannagar Upazila under Chuadanga District
(World Bank Funded WeCARE Phase-1: LGED)

This is an online Tender, where only e-Tenders will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no offline/hard
copies will be accepted. To submit the WNational e-GP System Portal
(hitp://www.eprocure gov.bd) is mandatory.

The fees for the e-Tender Document Price have to be deposited online through any registered Bank’s Branches up

e-Tender, registration in

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepled in the National e-GP Portal and no offine/hard copies will be accepted. To
submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP System Portal (http://www.gprocure.qgov.bd) is required

The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from the Mational e-GP Syslem Portal have to be deposited online through any
registered banks branches up 1o 01 March 2023 at 16.00.

Further information and guidelines are available in the National eGP System Portal and from e-GP help desk
(helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd) of the People's Republic of Bangladesh.

Prodip Kumer

Upazila Engineer
Ph. 0521-62526
GD-255 E-mail: ue.rangpur-s@lged.qov.bd

(helpdeski@eprocure.gov.bd)

GD- 259

to 5:00 PM of one day before the Closing Date,
Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System

{ Momin Moz
WeCARE Phase-I: (RCMLITP)

E-mail: pd.wecare(@lged.gov.bd

rtal and from e-GP help desk
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Project Director

Tel: +88-02-44826234
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