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National Pension
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regulations and guidelines 
for investment. 

All citizens aged between 
18 and 50, including 
expatriate Bangladeshis, 
are eligible for this scheme.

To come under the 
scheme, one has to pay a 
fixed amount of premium 
for at least 10 years. After 
completing 60 years, the 
person will get this benefit 
till death. The amount of 
the premium is yet to be 

determined.
If a beneficiary dies before 

the age of 75, their nominee 
will get the pension for the 
remaining time.

Inclusion in this pension 
scheme will be voluntary 
unless the government 
issues a gazette for 
making it compulsory. The 
deposited premium will be 
treated as an investment 
and will be exempt from 
taxation. The pension will 
also be exempted from tax.

Justice for those who suffered
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of Bangabandhu Sanskritik 
Jote. 

At the event, Rajshahi city 
mayor Khairuzzaman Liton 
said, “... They killed four 

national leaders, including 
my father... following Ziaur 
Rahman’s order.”

Tarana said, “BNP-Jamaat 
and the international 
alliance marked some 

cases of human-rights 
violations under the present 
government. We came here 
to talk about violations 
during BNP-Jamaat 
regime.”

No eviction without rehabilitation 
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mentioned two buildings 
have been constructed 
next to the colony, where 
120 Telegu families, under 
direct employment of 
DSCC, were shifted.

“The remaining 130 still 
live in constant fear. This 
are mostly poor people, 
who live with a family size 

of 10 to 15 people in one 
room, by hanging saris and 
using them as partitions. 
Even if they can afford it, 
people will not rent them 
houses in other areas due to 
their existing prejudices,” 
he added.

DSCC Estate Officer 
Md Moniruzzaman said 
there are 15 acres of land 

there, of which 5 acres will 
be reserved for the Telugu 
community and others in 
dire need of rehabilitation.

“The mayor sympathises 
with the community, 
which is why the colony has 
not yet been demolished. 
Our engineering section 
has been working to 
rehabilitate them.” 

Ali Haider now Baira
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member of Baira, was 
elected as new finance 
secretary, replacing 
Mizanur Rahman, Basher 
told this newspaper over 
phone. 

Earlier, Haider served 
as Baira secretary general 
for two terms from 2004 
to 2007 and another two 
terms from 2010 to 2014.

Noman, who earlier 
served as secretary general 

in the 2018-2021 Baira 
executive committee, 
submitted his resignation 
letter amid a row among 
its members. Although 
Noman said he sought 
resignation on “personal 
ground”, sector insiders 
said his decision came 
after a section of members 
questioned his efficiency 
during a recent annual 
general meeting.

Politician-businessman
FROM PAGE 3

as a host of relatives and 
well-wishers to mourn his 
death.

His first namaz-e-janaza 
will be held at Masjid Al-
Falah on Bideford Road 
in Singapore today after 
zohr prayers, according to 
a press release from Bitopi, 
the business organisation 
Reza started in 1968.

The second janaza will 
be held at Gulshan Central 
Mosque after zohr prayers 
on tomorrow, after the 
body reaches Dhaka. His 
third janaza will be held 
at the central mosque in 
Dhaka’s Bashundhara 
Residential Area after Asr 
prayers on the same day.

After zohr prayers on 
Thursday, his fourth janaza 
will be held at Nazrul 
Academy in Mymensingh’s 
Trishal upazila. Later, he 
will be buried at his family 
graveyard after Asr prayers 
following the fifth janaza to 
be held at Dhanikhola.

According to the 
biography published by 
the parliament secretariat 
in November 2012, Ali was 
born in 1940 in Sylhet.

His father was Tofazzol 
Ali and mother Sarah Ali.

Ali was educated at St 
Gregory’s High School, 
Dhaka; Aitchison College, 
Lahore; and Dhaka 
University.

He got an MA degree 
in political science and 
LLB degree from Dhaka 
University.

As a student, Ali studied 
political science at DU. He 
was arrested during the 
student movement of 1962 
and remained behind bars 
for quite a few years.

He became the assistant 
general secretary of the 
then East Pakistan Student 
Union central committee, 
formed through provincial 
conference in 1963. From 
the beginning of the sixties, 
he had become involved 
with the student and mass 
movement throughout the 
country.

Towards 1968, Ali decided 
to establish Bitopi. He took 
an initiative of establishing 
the organisation as an 
advertising company in 
1969. He also engaged in 
the garment industry in the 
‘80s.

In the ‘70s, Ali was 
involved in politics in some 
way or another.

During the Liberation 
War, at grave personal 
risk, he smuggled to safety 
intellectuals, artists, and 
their families who were 
targeted by the West 
Pakistani forces and their 
collaborators.

He joined Awami League 
politics later. His ancestral 
home is in Cumilla’s Kasba. 
His father had become a 
parliament member first 
and later a minister from 
there.

He was at the forefront 
of the ship-breaking 
industry and was the 
founder-president of the 
Shipbreakers Association 
of Bangladesh.

Ali built a large 
fishery in Dhanikhola of 
Mymensingh’s Trishal. 
He became involved in 
various social and political 
activities there. As the AL 
candidate, he became an 
MP from Mymensingh-7 
constituency in the 2008 
elections.

Spring arrives early
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the book stalls, as those 
were decorated with 
colourful balloons, while 
the sales people were 
dressed in yellow and 
orange.

Saleh Ahmed, an official 
of a private bank, who 
came to the fair with his 
wife Mushfiqa Yasmin, 
said, “I have taken a three-
day leave from office to 
celebrate Pahela Falgun 
and Valentine’s Day with 
my wife. I’ll gift her some of 
her favourite books.”

Tanzin Tanni, who came 
from Mohammadpur said, 
“I have already come to the 
fair to buy books. However, 
I returned to witness the 
end of winter and the 
beginning of spring. I’ll buy 
more books today.”.

Sanaul Kabir Chowdhury 
Kiron, the fair in-charge of 
Anyaprakash, said, “The 
book fair is slowly gaining 
momentum with the 
arrival of spring. There’s a 

festive atmosphere on the 
premises.”

Meanwhile, Foreign 
Minister AK Abdul Momen 
visited the fair yesterday.

“I’m delighted to see so 
many people in colourful 
dresses visiting the fair and 
buying books,” he said.

According to Bangla 
Academy, 105 new books 
were published at the fair 
yesterday.

Among them are Mukti 
Kata Dure by Serajul 
Islam Choudhury and 
In the Quest of Bangla 
Typography by Sabyasachi 
Hazra (Kathaprokash), 
Odike Jete Chai by 
Shaukat Osman and Varot-
P a k i s t a n - B a n g l a d e s h 
Kotha by Ahmed Rafique 
(Somoy Prakashan), 
Multimedia Journalism 
by Sabuj Younus (Ittadi 
Grantho Prokash), and 
Ghate Ghate Kheyatori 2 
and Bidesh Bhromoner 
Golpa by Manik Chandra 
Dey (Bivas).

Coastguards
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in Patuakhali, named BCG 
Base Agrajatra. 

Earlier, the prime 
minister inaugurated 
the newly constructed 
Laxmipur Coast Guard 
Station through unveiling 
its plaque virtually from the 
coastguard headquarters 
end.  At the programme, 
she also handed over 

Bangladesh Coast Guard 
Medal, President Coast 
Guard Medal, Bangladesh 
Coast Guard Medal Sheba 
and President Coast Guard 
Medal Sheba among 
selected members of the 
Coast Guard, including 
its director general Rear 
Admiral Ashraful Haque 
Chowdhury.
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