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The DU students who mug
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The shop owner also gave 
these correspondents 
an audio clip of what he 
said was the conversation 
between him and Imdadul. 
In it Imdadul was heard 
threatening the shopkeeper. 
His shop got vandalised the 
following day.

Unfortunately, these 
incidents are just the 
tip of the iceberg. The 
perpetrators usually choose 
their targets carefully. They 
attack couples or people 
using substances, knowing 
very well that these people 
are less likely to report the 
crimes committed against 
them due to social stigma, 
said students and witnesses.

According to DU 
students, victims 
and shopkeepers, an 
organised gang is active at 
Suhrawardy Udyan, Central 
Shaheed Minar, Doyel 
Chattar, VC Chattar, Kala 
Bhaban, Fuller Road and 
Polashi areas.

They introduce 
themselves as DU students 
and Chhatra League 
leaders. Although the issue 
is perennial, the gang has 
become more reckless than 
ever lately because of the 
culture of impunity.
DARK STREETS, 

WITHOUT CCTV

Zarin Tasnim, a private-
university student, 
attended the Lit Fest last 
month at the Bangla 

Academy premises.
“When I was returning 

home alone at 8:00pm, 
the entire stretch of the 
road, from the TSC gate 
of the Udyan to Shahbagh 
intersection, was pitch 
black. There was a political 
rally going on at TSC at the 
same time.”

“The atmosphere was 
eerie. I just passed the road 
as soon as I could,” she told 
this reporter.

The absence or lack of 
streetlights has been a 
huge concern in Dhaka 
University area.

Contacted, DU Proctor 
Prof AKM Golam Rabbani 
said, “I informed the state 
and engineering office to 
set up enough lighting in 
the DU area. I don’t know 
why the work hasn’t been 
done yet.”

Besides, the demand for 
installing CCTV cameras 
at points where crime is 
higher has been gaining 
momentum lately.

Prof Asif Hossain Khan 
of DU’s computer science 
department said, “We have 
approved the work order to 
set up 68 CCTV cameras on 
the campus. We expect that 
we will set them up within 
one month.”
BCL TAKES ACTION 
Generally, when BCL 
activists make headlines 
for criminal conduct, the 
leaders say something 
along the lines of “the 

organisation won’t take 
responsibility for the 
individual”, according to 
students.

But rarely does BCL 
take any organisational 
steps against the accused, 
which questions the 
organisation’s stance 
against organised crime, 
they added.

But the recently formed 
BCL central committee 
has made an exception and 
went out of their way to 
suspend 21 of their activists 
around the country 
yesterday, based on various 
allegations.

Of them, 15 are from 
Dhaka University. They 
are: Najmul Hasan, Tanzir 
Arafath Tushar, Asadullah 
Asad, Mahidur Rahman 
Badhon, Riaz Ahmed 
Polok, Zihadul Islam, Al 
Kawsar, Shaon Chowdhury, 
Fahim Tajwar Joy, Sazid 
Ahmed, Rahul Ray, Md 
Tareq, Fazle Navid Sakil, 
Rahat Rahman, and Sadik 
Ahamad,

Simultaneously, the 
BCL DU unit relieved 
Imdadul Hasan Shohagh 
of his position as general 
secretary of the Amar 
Ekushey Hall Chhatra 
League.

“No offenders will get 
any space in BCL. We’re 
serious about the matter,” 
BCL General Secretary 
Sheikh Wali Asif Enan told 
The Daily Star.

20th-century politician’s grave
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damaged the southern 
walls of Madar Baksh’s 
grave while erecting a 
boundary wall under a 
renovation project of the 
graveyard.

However, Madar Baksh’s 
memorial plaque was 
intact.

Some other privately 

preserved graves at the 
graveyard were demolished 
during the renovation 
works. 

Madar Bakhs’s grandson 
Kazi Ha-mim Saleh said he 
has no objection with the 
development activities but 
he felt sorry that none of 
his grandfather’s family 
members were contacted 

before demolishing his 
grave.

Contacted, RCC Chief 
Engineer Md Noor Islam 
said the construction 
workers wrongly 
demolished some of the 
preserved graves.

“We will reconstruct the 
preserved graves,” he said.

NRCC failing
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But the current leadership 
of the body is failing to 
protect wetlands,” she said. 

“Water, river, 
environment related 
government institutions 
must properly account for 
their assets and display 
them to the public,” said 
NRCC former chairman 
Muzibur Rahman 
Howlader.

Shamsul Huda, ALRD 
executive director, has 
alleged that the NRCC is 
being managed by river 
grabbers. 

“The NRCC chairman 
now works as a guardian 
of the river grabbers,” he 
added.

Presiding over 
the function, ALRD 
Chairperson Khushi Kabir 
demanded that more needs 
to be done to ensure the 
long-term sustainability 
of water sources in the 
country.

“The government must 
work together to implement 
effective measures to 
protect and preserve the 
country’s wetlands and 
promote water security for 
the future,” he said.

Around a dozen 
environmentalists and 
rights activists spoke at the 
event. 

College
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Teachers and guardians of 
the nine detained students 
have been called to 
Dhanmondi Police Station, 
the OC said.

Meanwhile, Khalilur 
Rahman, a reporter of 
Dhaka Mail, alleged that he 
was physically assaulted by 
police while taking pictures 
during the detention.

The law enforcers also 
snatched his mobile phone 
and identity card, the 
journalist said.

Khalilur said he was 
later rescued by other 
journalists.

Asked about it, the 
OC said there might be a 
“misunderstanding”. 

However, action would 
be taken if law enforcers 
used excessive force, he 
added.

Baira secretary general resigns
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They said Baira was 
scheduled to hold the AGM 
on January 30, but it was 
adjourned amid chaos 
among the members. Later, 
the AGM was rescheduled 
for Saturday.

During the rescheduled 
meeting, several members 
raised question about 
Noman’s efficiency in 

handling the organisation. 
This might have prompted 
him to resign, the members 
added. Earlier on February 
2, Baira members created 
chaos during a meeting 
at a city hotel over alleged 
“syndication” in sending 
migrant workers to 
Malaysia.

Contacted, Baira 
President Abul Basher 

said Noman submitted his 
resignation letter at the 
Baira office.

He said they have called 
for an urgent meeting of 
the executive committee 
today to take a decision.

He said even if Noman 
is discharged from the 
secretary general post, he 
will continue as a member 
of the executive committee. 

Pabna in joy
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Prominent freedom fighter 
and president of Pabna 
Diabetic Association Baby 
Islam said Shahabuddin 
is a freedom fighter and 
contributed his entire life 
for the sake of the nation.

Rezaur Rahim Lal, 
president of Pabna district 
unit AL, thanked the prime 
minister for nominating 
Shahabuddin.

Shahabuddin hails 
from Shibrampur area 
of Pabna town. He is the 
former president of Pabna 
Bangladesh Chhatra 
League and was also a 
journalist. 

Later, he joined the 
judicial service. After 
retiring from that, he 
became the commissioner 
of Anti-Corruption 
Commission.
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